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   May 2001 Next Meeting: May , 2001  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Wayne Weathers 650-341-2827 waynerw@aol.com 
 Vice President Dave Santana                    650-343-8428 santanahouse@email.msn.com 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  
 Treasurer &    

    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      topaullum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

            
 

President’s Column 
                                                                      Wayne Weathers 

 
Hello everyone and welcome to May 2001. Did you 

just see that flash that went by ? That was April !!  It seemed 
like April was PCC month. We had our second board meeting 
followed by our general meeting, the first Fun Fly of the year, 
and the grand finale was the Half Moon Bay Dream Machine 
show held last weekend on the 29th.   

The first Fun Fly event of the year was held on the 
22nd at our field and the day went great! We had 15 entrants, 
another 10+ for lunch and a good time was had by all. Like the 
past two events we used a poker style method of determining 
the winner for the events and the overall winner. The winner of 
each event drew two cards from a deck and all other event 
participants drew one card. After six events the best poker 
hand with five cards won the overall. The winner was John 
Bassetto with a full house. Other event winners included 
Dishon Dancy, Jake Chichilliti, Dave Weldon, Harry Smith, 
and Ken Adlawan.   

Thank you to all who helped make the event so 
successful too. Dave Santana who helped with the supplies and 
cooking, Dave Weldon, for getting the great food, and the 
many that helped spot markers on the ground and record times. 
It would not have been possible without everyone’s efforts. 
Thank You !!  

Following close on the heels of the Fun Fly was the 
annual Half Moon Bay Dream Machine show. If you have 
never seen this show, make a note to yourself to do it next 
year. Every year the show gets a little bigger and better. It is 
always held on the last Sunday in April at the half Moon Bay 
Airport. 

Thanks to the efforts of Gary Ware and Jeff Obertelli 
we secured our primo location at the south end of the old 
Hangar by the EAA office under the tree. We hand lots of 
helpers who displayed their airplanes including Ken with his 
big Edge 540, Jake with his beautifully restored Waco, Jeff, 
Gary, Wally, and the Smith brothers (Jim & Harry) who put in 
more than their share of time working the raffle table. We 
raffled a brand new hangar 9 Easy Fly 40 ARF kit, which 
includes a JR radio and MDS 40 engine. The kit was very 
generously donated by Ron Sheldon of Sheldon’s 
Hobbies thanks to some calls made by Jeff. All in all the day 
was huge success and a local Montara family who are very 
interested in getting into model aviation won the kit. We are 
hoping to see them at a future meeting.   

At the upcoming general meeting we will be having a 
special drawing for all members who have volunteered to 
receive the newsletter via the internet as opposed to the general 
mail. I am waiting to get a final count from Paul so that I can 
buy a special prize. Please contact Paul Lum if you have not 
yet notified him that you want your name on the list.   

Jeff and I have met with the people at Hiller Museum 
and agreed on terms for the annual dinner. The event will be 
on January 19, 2002 at Hiller and we will have more details at 
the next meeting.   

Well that’s all for now. I will look forward to seeing 
all of you at the meeting on May 16th. Until then, keep your 
gear down and your tails up.   
 
 Wayne 
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Minutes  - April 18, 2001 
                           Kirk Phaling 
Editor’s Note:  Kirk called and said to remember to thank 
Jim Reimholz for filling in as Secretary.  “THANKS JIM!”  
Also, thanks to Dave Santana for filling in on the coffee duty 
at the last meeting.  “THANKS DAVE!” 
 
President Wayne Weathers opened the meeting at 7:45pm. 
About 52 members were in attendance. 
 
Guests: Bill Breite and Steve Toschi were introduced as 
guests. 
 
Raffle prizes were: Irvine 40 motor, razor plane, lexan 
shears, Stabrite solder, glue, and two kits donated by Bill 
Breiti. 
 
Treasury report: Ellsworth Crowell stated that we have 
some money in the treasury. 

Wayne presented a Budget reconciliation for the year 
2000. 

 
Safety: Grant Sawai was seriously injured when the aircraft 
he was starting got away and nipped him in the leg. He was 
taken to the hospital and two lacerations were stitched up.  He 
will be out of action for a couple of weeks. A reminder for all 
of us to take special precautions in the pits! 
 
Field Report:  Harry Smith said the field is looking good. 
 
New Members: David Hotchkins and Eric Einarsson were 
voted into the club. 
 
Contest Reports: Fun Fly Contest this Sunday, Dream 
Machine 4/29(Gary Ware gave details). 
 
New Business:  

Banquet Report: Jeff Obertelli led a discussion 
regarding the idea of booking the Hiller museum for next years 
Annual Banquet. We got a special price of $2,200 for the 
evening. It was voted to place a $500 deposit for January 19th. 
The Board will look into the idea of having a lite buffet or 
hor’douvers for the occasion. We will also consider talking to 
other clubs to have a joint Banquet. 

Wayne Weathers will look into getting Tee shirts, hats, 
etc., for the club members to purchase. 

 
Old Business: None 
 
Dummy of the Month: Dave Weldon for crashing his 
new Gremlin. 
 

Sad Patch: Grant Sawai for his accident, Hurry back, 
Grant!  
 
Hits and Misses: None 
 
Show and Tell: 

Bill Breite - showed a partially assembled Chinese 
ARF 

John Bassetto - had a rebuilt and recovered Trainer 
Harry Smith - a Gremlin from an original club kit 
Loyd Murphy - A Something Extra 
Jake Chichilitti - A Recovered Pica Waco 
Dave Hotchkin  - an electric Cub 
Oliver Salles - a partially built electric Cub 
Ken Marling - a Katydid 

 
Raffle:  Prizes won by happy members. 
 
Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Special Guest: Steve Toschi made an interesting 
presentation on the building of the plug, the molds, and 
assembly of his electric fan powered, 33 inch W.S., Mig. It 
uses an Aveox motor and speed control and flies about 
170MPH. The fan turns about 27,000 RPM and the aircraft is 
launched with a long bungee cord. Steve says that he expects 
electric fan models to reach 200MPH within the next six 
months. Thanks, Steve for a great presentation. 
 
 

Vice President’s Column 
                         Dave Santana 
Greetings fellow members, 
        This month has been full of new developments and 
events. We had our first fun fly of the year and it went off 
without a hitch. The weather was perfect, Wayne did a great 
job organizing the events, he had about fifteen contestants, and 
Dave Weldon used the big BBQ to feed us all a great lunch. 
What more could you ask for?  I really like the idea of using a 
poker hand to determine the winner of the contest. The 
contestants drew a card from a deck after competing in an 
event. The winner of each event drew two cards. At the end of 
seven events the pilot with the best five card hand was 
determined the winner of the fun fly. I believe that John 
Basseto was the winner.  
        This month also contained the Half Moon Bay Dream 
Machine Show. Once again, the Club set up a booth to display 
models and promote PCC.  I did not attend this event, 
However I received a report from Jeff Obertelli that the booth 
was so busy with visitors that he didn't have time to see the 
show. We received a very generous donation to our raffle table 
from Sheldons Hobbies. He gave us a Horizon Hobbies ARF 
trainer already assembled with the radio and engine installed. I 
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am sure the raffle raised a fair amount of money for the club. 
The winner of the prize is a local person from Pacifica. 
Hopefully he will become a new member.  Remember we 
found Ken Martinez, this year's Member Of The Year at this 
same event when he won the raffle. Thanks to all of you who 
attended the show and helped with the crowd. 
        If you didn't attend the April meeting you missed the 
proposal for the annual Banquet. Jeff Obertelli has organized 
an effort to hold this year's banquet at the Hiller Aviation 
Museum. He has put a down payment on the room and the 
members at the meeting voted to proceed with the plan.  
The details of the evening are a bit sketchy right now, but ideas  
include dinner, a slide show of the years events or a guest 
speaker, as well as admission to the museum. He knows it's a 
bit early to be asking for commitments, but it is hard to plan 
for expenses without an idea of attendance. If you think this 
sounds like an evening that you would like to attend, Please 
contact Jeff and let him know. He is really working to make 
the annual banquet more than just a meal at the Villa. I know 
of a couple of members who are ready to buy tickets right now.  
        The last thing I want to remind you of is the discussion 
forum on the web site. It was doing well for a few months but 
the most recent posting is from March! Check it out once in a 
while and post things for comments. It's only fun if people 
participate. 
        See you at the field, 
         
Dave 
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 Hi gang.  Made it to Hawaii and back with nothing 
lost.  The snap roll toggle switch on my transmitter broke of in 
transit.  The weather was breezy and cool (for Hawaii).  I met a 
flyer there who originally came from San Francisco.  He said 
the weather was like San Francisco, nippy. We both had a 
laugh.  At their flying site, when you do your final approach, 
you have to fly over some transmission power lines.  Someone 
hit that power line and caused a black out on that side of the 
island.  The electric company came out and repaired the line.  
AMA had to dig out $50,000 to cover the cost.  Glad we don’t 
have any transmission lines at our field.  Come on guys, how 
many of you knocked the power lines off at our old field?  I 
know I did once….  Shhhh!  Last November when I was in 
Hawaii, the last time I went flying, there was this guy named 
Pratt who was flying a Hotts with a Zenoah G38.  This trip, 
when I went to the field, he was still out there with his Hotts.  
Kinda like he never ever left the field.  I completely forgot his 
name so I went up to him and said, “Do you remember me?  I 
remember you but I forgot your name.”  He smiled and me and 
said, “Sure I remember you.  Your name is Paul Lum.  You 
forgot your AMA card and it’s been up on the frequency board 
for months.”  (Heh, heh!)  If you ever go to Honolulu, you’ve 
got to visit the premier hobby shop…. Hobbitat, and say hello 
to Urban Lindahl.  Yes he does speak with a Hawaiian 

Swedish accent.  He’s a great big guy with a great big heart.   
He has taught hundreds of people how to fly.  All the r/c flyers 
there know him.  If you have any questions, he’ll have the 
answer.  If you go to the field you’ll probably see him there 
helping someone. 

There is a bunch of guys who fly at Ford Island at 
Pearl Harbor.  They fly turbine jets there and on the last 
Sunday I was there, they had an IMAC contest.  (Urban was 
going to fly in that contest)  I didn’t make it because my son 
wanted to use the car to visit his girl friend.  Maybe on my 
next trip I’ll get some pictures of Ford Island. 

The Fun Fly, under the direction of our fearless 
leader Wayne, went off well.  Lots of excitement, laughs and 
all had a good time.  I’m going to get an airplane together for 
the next fun fly.  We’ve got some awesome flyers so maybe 
I’ve got to rely on luck.  The downers were: Wally Cain 
cutting his finger on a prop and the dramatic crash by Ken.  I 
think Ken forgot how little power his plane had.  He’s used to 
those monsters he usually flies with lots of power.  He had a 
good idea with the egg drop… get over the X and pull up.  The 
egg should drop on the X.  But I don’t remember if the egg 
ever fell out of the cup.  Was that Eric’s plane he crashed?   

Bob Hixson joined in on the Fun Fly!  He really 
enjoyed himself.  Read what he wrote in the SACRC’s 
newsletter about the Fun Fly: 
 
Peninsula Channel Commanders Fun Fly 
Today (4/21/01) was the Fun Fly at PCC. Great 
event, well attended, fun events. There were an 
inordinate number of casualties; Crash, Crunch, 
Duck, grown, and laugh. There were amazing 
performances for every event. No one took more 
than one event; which shows how much “luck” 
played in the competition. (twenty competitors) With 
a 30 second engine run, one guy managed to “glide” 
around (un-powered) for an amazing three- and- 
1/2- minutes before touching down on the 
runway!!!!! The traditional “egg-drop” was an 
attention-getter, but no one could find “home”. (One 
guy had a “bomb-bay-door” set up!) There were 
card hands played too. “Musical Chairs” was the 
best event. It was set up kind of like a “gong show”; 
“GONG” and head for home!!! Many surprises, close 
call, and damaged props! (Heats were four models 
up at one time.) Thanks to the guys at PCC for a fun 
day!! (lunch was served too) Weather was fine. Do 
not miss the next one, even as a spectator 
(Augustl9th)!! (Bring extra props if you plan to fly!) 
The “best” all around type of model is something like 
the “ugly-Stick”; anything like an aggressive 
advanced trainer would be Ok. It would be 
impossible to “specialize” for all events with one 
model. Submitted by Robert Hixson (masked pilot). “ 
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Thanks Bob for the good write-up… and for your 

participation in the Fun Fly.  
Dave Santana mentioned to me that the club might 

display digital pictures during our next banquet.  If you want to 
be in it and in the newsletter, just let me know and I’ll take 
your picture.  And, if you have any pics, send them to me… ok 
Mike, Bob and Martin?  Jake and Oliver gave me some pics to 
scan.  Seems like scanned pics come out better but it’s a lot 
more work.  Now to remember if I returned Jake’s and 
Oliver’s pics.  I didn’t make the Dream Machine.  Did anyone 
take pictures?  If you have some, PLEASE send them to me so 
we can share them.  Thanks! 

Don’t forget that we are going to have a drawing for 
all of those who receive their newsletter online only.  Email 
me at   topaullum@yahoo.com  to have your name removed 
from the hardcopy list and to be eligible for the drawing. 

Take care of that leg Grant!   
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline:       
Third Tuesday Before The Next Meeting! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  May 
 

16 General Meeting @ 7:30 
               Drawing for those receiving online only         
                newsletters  
    19    Gremlin Combat 
 
  June 
 
     2    San Carlos Airport Days 
    17    Gremlin Combat 

20 General Meeting @ 7:30 
 
  July 
 
     1    PCC Guest Open House - Open Fly Day & BBQ 
    11    PCC Board Meeting #3 
    15    Gremlin Combat 
    18    General Meeting @ 7:30 
    21    PCC Family Picnic and BBQ 
 
  August 
 
    12    Gremlin Combat 
    15    General Meeting @ 7:30 
    19    PCC Fun Fly #2 - Pilots Meeting @ 9:00 
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 

          
OUCH!  Grant will go through all kinds of pain just to 
give us a laugh!  That’s no way to stop an engine, Grant!
 

Dave’s mid-air.  Jake pointing to a broken prop stuck in 
the wing. 
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FUN FLY PICS 
 

 
Dave putting his plane together. 

 
I think Harry won the spot landing event. 

 
John tweaking his engine.   
 
 

 
           

  
Bob Hixson with his new fun fly airplane. 

  
Busy, busy, busy.  That’s pre-cut Wally there.  

  
 Pilots meeting.  Wayne’s the boss here. 
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Eric holding for Ken. 

 
Ahhh!  Lunch.  Forgot the barbecue sauce again!!! 
 

   
Here Ken is going straight up to drop that egg on the X. 

  
Ken doing a victory dance after the crash. 

 
See how close John got to the X.  The egg didn’t break.  
TWICE!!  Jake won the egg drop.   

 
During the Musical Chair, 4 planes mad dash for landing 
(only 3 shown here… was touching down already).  
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Intense Interest in the Musical Chair’s rush to land. 

 
Huddle, huddle.  What are they talking about? 

 
Wayne timing Tom’s flight for the duration event.  John 
beat Tom by a heart beat.  Paul double checking. 

 
Power lines at the Hawaii flying site. 

 
Runway at the Hawaii flying site.  There’s a swamp out 
there.  Don’t worry.  There’s no snakes in Hawaii..???? 

 
Here is Urban Lindahl at Hobbitat.  They have a wide variety 
of r/c stuff.  If you have a question, just ask.  He’ll have the 
answer. 
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  May 16, 2001  


