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   June 2001 Next Meeting: June 20 , 2001  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Wayne Weathers 650-341-2827 waynerw@aol.com 
 Vice President Dave Santana                    650-343-8428 santanahouse@email.msn.com 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  
 Treasurer &    

    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

            
 

President’s Column 
                                                                      Wayne Weathers 
 
     Hello Everyone and welcome to June.  Well, at least 
summer.  Summer appears to officially be around the corner.  
By the time you read this it could even be here!!   
Hurray !!!   This is the prime time to fly model airplanes.  The 
air is clear, the wind is (usually) light and ground is dry.   
     I must say, with all of this jubilation, I am very sad to hear 
of all of our recent fatalities in and around, our air fields 
recently.  To Jake, Dave, Grant, and Ken…, I am truly sorry. 
     May has been fairly quiet around the club.  Outside of some 
flying escapades, this is a quiet lull before the summer event 
schedule.  Coming right around the corner is the July 1 open 
house event at our field.  We will host a BBQ lunch and open 
our field to any local AMA licensed pilot to enjoy our site with 
us.  No surprise I will be looking for volunteers to help make 
this a great day for everyone. 
     After the last work party, the runway has now been 
stretched into the perfect shape… Flaaaaaaaaat and 
Smoooooth!!  The phone is also on its way to being repaired. 
Gary has told me that the weekday flyers are greasing the 
landings; even those that are accustomed to “catching the 3 
wire” are doing great.  This really is a great time to be out 
there flying. 
     I have heard from Jeff that he and Dave  have been 
collecting more information and responses from caterers for 
the banquet at Hiller Museum next year, and it looks like plans 
are starting to come into focus.  We will have more info at the 
next meeting to discuss.   
     Several PCC members as well as myself had to opportunity 
to go to Castle Air Force base over Memorial Day weekend to 

see the IMAA Giant Scale fly-in.  What a great time.  Friday 
and Saturday were the days to be there and the airplanes were 
fantastic.  Lots of big IMAC planes as well as some beautiful 
scale war birds and WWI planes as well.  Unfortunately, I 
can’t remember when I saw more planes go in, in one day.  
Sure you might expect crashes in giant scale racing, but a fun 
fly should be a little safer.  Never the less; the day, the 
weather, and the people were great.  Two truly great highlights 
were the night flying, and the 3D maneuvers done in the “after 
show.”  In the hot quiet night, the four airplanes danced like 
fireflies and in the light the giant IMAC planes hovered inches 
off the ground, pulled into a climb and then descended in a flat 
hover back within inches from the ground.  Great pilot skills 
all around.  
     If you have not been fortunate enough to see an event like 
this before, please remember to put this on the calendar for 
Memorial Day weekend next year.  The greatest bonus of the 
weekend is that this is also the one-day of the year that the 
Castle Air museum has its “open cockpit day.”  This is the day 
that the docents and restorers open some of the airplanes to the 
public.  You can actually sit in the pilots seat in several very 
historic planes including the B-52.  Unfortunately the B-29, 
which is said to be haunted, was not open.  The SR-71 
“Blackbird” was open to view but you were not able to 
actually sit in it; however the actual pilot of that aircraft was 
there to answer ‘ALL” of your questions. 
     Later in July we will have the annual PCC picnic where all 
members are invited to come out, with families, and fly and 
enjoy a great day at the field.  We will have more information 
on this at the meeting as well.  
     Don’t forget about the Gremlin flying this Fathers Day 
weekend and again in July.   
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Until the meeting, keep your gear down and your tails up.   
 
 Wayne 
  

Minutes  - May 16, 2001 
                           Kirk Phaling  
 
     Wouldn't you know--sat down at the controls of the mighty 
gaspipe, pushed the master switch of the UPS, and nothing--
did not turn on !!! Swell !!! The switch is a circuit breaker 
type-so something is kaput internally. Unplugged the computer 
and ran it straight to an AC outlet. Just hope that we do not 
have a GRAYOUT while I'm doing this. Will frequently save 
it to disk to avoid that problem. So now will have to take the 
UPS apart to fix. Always something that one did not count on 
having to do. I bought the UPS in 1986-lasted 15 years without 
a problem. I suspect that one of the internal batteries is shot 
causing the circuit breaker to shut off. Can't complain about 
the 15 years of good service.  
     And now on to more important things. The May, 2001 
meeting got under way at 7:45 P.M. when called to order by 
Pres. Weathers.  There were three guests present, two of whom 
applied for membership. The minutes of the April meeting 
were approved as published in the newsletter. 
     Thanks to Jim Reimholz for stepping in to do the minutes 
and to Dave Santana for making the coffee. You can always 
count on PCC members to help when there is a problem. 
     Ray Squires displayed the Raffle prizes-an ACE charger 
being the main prize. Wayne  presented the prizes to the 
winners of  the Fun-Fly. Lou Fontenot won the E-mail 
drawing. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth reported that PCC is solvent. 
 
SAFETY: There is something that needs to be emphasized- 
when an accident occurs-notify Pres. Wayne Weathers 
IMMEDIATLY !!!! This is so that he knows what has 
happened in the event that as President he is asked about it. Do 
not let him hang out in the breeze with egg on his face. The 
President represents PCC and must be kept informed. This 
advisory is being repeated because of a recent incident where 
the RC equip. in a plane malfunctioned and it crashed onto 
Highway 1. Fortunately, it did not cause a car accident. 
 
FIELD: Gary Ware  thanked all PCC members who helped in 
the recent work party to straighten the astro turf. They did a 
great job and the runway is really nice now. 
 
FIELD IMPROVEMENT: Wayne  reported that the sun shade 
project is still in the mill but final plans are not yet ready. 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Ed Donlin was voted in as a FULL member. 

There were two new applicants: Garett Davis (a junior at 14 
yrs.) and Steve Kaczmarek. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Wayne  and Jeff Obertelli have 
worked out a deal with the Hiller Museum to hold the annual 
PCC banquet there on Jan. 19, 2002. The price will be $50 per 
person and include dinner and a tour of the museum. We will 
have the museum to ourselves.  All details are not complete. 
Wayne will invite PAM and SACRATS to participate if 
anyone wishes. 
     Oliver Salles is going to show members of his church about
RC flying at the field on June 16 and he needs helpers. If you 
can give him a hand call him at 650-375-1960. 
     The Dream Machine Show at HMB was awesome reported 
Gary Ware . PCC had the same great spot as last year and 
attracted many spectators. PCC held a Raffle again with the 
prize (an ARF with motor and radio) being donated by  
Sheldons . A tidy bit was realized from the Raffle. The prize 
was won by a girl who is going to give it to her father. 
     There were 15 entrants in the Fun Fly. The winners were 
Dave Weldon, John Bassetto, Jake Chichilitti, Harry 
Smith, Ken Adlawan, and Dishon Dancy. John Bassetto was 
the Grand Prize winner. 
     The next Fun Fly will be AUG. 19. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Gary Ware  reported that Best Western 
motel has replaced old carpets (it's commercial type) and he 
will see about getting some for the runway. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: None. 
 
D.O.M.: Dave Weldon has the award and gets it again. 
 
S.A.D.: Eric Adlawan got the award because his father 
crashed his (Eric’s) plane. 
 
SHOW & TELL: Jake  showed a Sig Somethin' Extra (he had 
won it in the PCC raffle last year) which he covered with 
tissue and dope.  Not painted yet but he'll use Brodak butyrate 
dope in green and cream. He built it with a non removable 
wing. Modified the ailerons to have flaps and will use four 
servos in the wing to operate each unit. He will use a computer 
radio and each of the 4 servos can be controlled. He'll be able 
to use CROW and all sorts of neat things. He also modified it 
to be able to install floats. Has a Magnum .52 4 stroke for 
power. 
     Dave Santana also had a Sig Somethin'Extra which he has 
covered with black and gold Monokote. Looks really good. 
Dave also attached the wing permanently to the fuselage. Has a 
Webra .50 for power. 
     Oliver Salles showed a plane which was made up of an old 
profile Extra from Grant and an old motor from Charlie . He 
purchased a new muffler. Looks Fine. 
     Jim Reimholz had the fuse of a small Aeronca which he is 
building from Nick Ziroli plans using electrical power with a  
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Speed 400 motor and a 7 cell 600 ma battery pack. 
 
     The meeting adjourned at 9:15 P.M. and was followed by 
the Raffle. 
Jeff Obertelli won the ACE charger. Jim Sharp, Lou 
Fontenot, Harry Smith, Kirk Phaling, and Dave Weldon got 
the other bits. 
 
The following items are excerpts from US Air Force pilots 
complaints to maintenance and the replies: 
 
EVIDENCE OF HYDRAULIC LEAK ON RT. LANDING 
GEAR.- 
     Evidence removed. 
#3 ENGINE MISSING:  
     Engine found on rt. wing after brief search. 
IFF INOPERATIVE:  
     IFF noperative when in OFF mode. 
FRICTION LOCKS CAUSE THROTTLE LEVERS TO 
STICK:  
     That's what they're there for. 
DME VOLUME UNBELIEVABLY LOUD:  
     Volume set to more believable level. 
TEST FLIGHT OK BUT AUTOLANDING ROUGH:   
     Autoland not installed on this aircraft. 
  
     And on to the next project-I've ordered a Herr Pitts Special 
and a BigMig .15 engine from Norvel. The Pitts will be used to 
try the Jake Chichilitti covering method-tissue and dope with 
Brodak paint. Being a small plane (30 in. wing) it should be 
easier to try.  Already had a Binks air brush and a spray gun 
but no compressor. Last month Sears had a sale on a nice 2 hp 
unit so I got it. The tissue and dope looks fantastic and doesn't 
wrinkle up in the sun like the plastic stuff. 
 
Kirk  
 

Vice President’s Column 
                         Dave Santana 
 Greetings fellow members, 
        This has been a month full of bad news for those guys 
that fly those really big models. My sympathies go out to Ken, 
Jake, Dave Weldon and Grant. Each of these members 
crashed a large-scale model this month with catastrophic 
results. When models get bigger the forces at work upon them 
increase exponentially. Factors like G forces and vibration will 
take their toll on airframes and radio gear. I know each of these 
modelers invested the due time and diligence in preparation of 
their equipment for flight and they still crashed due to 
equipment failure. What can we learn from this? Don't take 
anything for granted about the airworthyness of a model, check 
flight controls and radio connections often. Maintain your 
batteries for optimum performance. When out at the field 
observe the rules for safely starting your models. Never run 
your engine in the cold pit. Keep spectators out of the hot pit. 

Be sure your plane is properly restrained before you start it. 
Get a helper to bring the plane out of the hot pit for you so you 
don't have to juggle your radio hold the airplane and avoid 
other modelers while moving to the flight line. When flying, 
stay away from the highway, Martin's Beach or over the pits. 
Aviation is inherently dangerous and even at our level; safety 
should always be our first consideration. If we are going to 
launch a 12 or 15 pound model with a range of ten to fifteen 
miles it is our responsibility to make sure we are going to be 
able to control it. Once again I want to say I know that these 
guys put the appropriate amount of effort, experience, money 
and time into their models and I am not condemning them. My 
primary concern is for the safety of our members and the 
general public. If these accidents can serve to heighten our 
level of diligence toward safety, some good may come of 
them.  
        I have been working on the sign for the front gate and 
have looked into the cost of having it made up. The size will 
be two by three feet. It will be vinyl letters on an aluminum 
plate with a 1/2" plywood back. I don't think we want it to be 
so large as to be an eyesore but we do want it to be clearly 
legible from the front gate. The plan is to mount the sign on 
two posts just inside the gate so potential visitors will be able 
to read it easily. The sign will contain our name, instructions to 
visitors, a disclaimer warning and our logo with our web site 
address. If you would like to see the proposed sign I am going 
to send it to Paul Lum so he can post it with the newsletter. 
The cost of producing the sign will be right around three 
hundred dollars with the logo, and about two hundred without 
the logo. We are going to vote on this at the next meeting so if 
you have any input on this be there or contact me or Wayne . 
See you at the field. 
 
Dave 
 
(Note:  Picture of proposed sign is on page 7, below.) 
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
     In last month’s newsletter, I forgot to thank Ellsworth and 
Jean Crowell for getting the newsletter out while I was in 
Hawaii.  So thanks goes to Ellsworth and Jean.   
     Congratulations to Lou for winning the newsletter email 
drawing.  Actually, everyone in the club is a winner here 
because by members receiving their newsletters via the 
internet, it saves us all money. 
CAUTION!   Many years ago, all of the fuel manufacturers 
used to sell their fuel in metal cans.  Metal cans can be a 
problem when mixed with electricity in the form of glow plug 
igniters and starter batteries.  R/C modelers were getting burnt 
by those cans exploding.  Eventually most of the 
manufacturers turned to plastic bottles.  These posed no danger 
of explosion.  But now they’re heading back to metal fuel can.  
So please, please be careful.  Keep all sources of electricity 
away from your metal fuel cans. 
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     Again I had to drive off the road to avoid a head on 
collision.  This has happened to me twice.  The area I’m 
talking about is about ¼ mile south of the Purissma road.  As 
you’re heading south, the road curves to the left with a slight 
incline.  The dummies on the other side don’t realize that there 
is a curve to the right and that they do not have sufficient view 
to pass safely pass.  There is a double solid line on the curve 
but I guess they are too impatient.  So when you’re going to 
the field and making that curve to the left, be alert and get 
ready to pull over to the right.  There is enough room.  I’ve 
done it twice.  Be alert!  We need all our PCC members alive! 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline:       
Third Tuesday Before The Next Meeting! 
 

Contributing Reporter 
                                        Robert Hixson  (The Masked Flyer) 
     Today (Sat. May 19) found me (Bob Hixson) and PCC 
member Dishon Dancy flying IMAC at EBRC.  We flew as a 
"team", and both took home "places".  Dishon flew his very 
first  IMAC event today (basic), and placed "SECOND"!  This 
is even more noteworthy because.......he didn't even know the 
sequences before the contest! 
     In effect, he flew an "unknown" (at least unpracticed) 
schedule against others who had time to work out any 
problems. 
     My Dalotel seemed to know what to do, so I took home a 
1st place in "Sportsman". 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  June 
 
     2    San Carlos Airport Days 
    17    Gremlin Combat 

20 General Meeting @ 7:30 
 
  July 
 
     1    PCC Guest Open House - Open Fly Day & BBQ 
    11    PCC Board Meeting #3 
    15    Gremlin Combat 
    18    General Meeting @ 7:30 
    21    PCC Family Picnic and BBQ 
 

Pictures In color at    www.flypcc.org  
 
(Thanks to Jake for the pictures of the Dream Machine 
and the Castle Air Show.  Also thanks to Ellsworth for 
taking pictures of the work party and leaving his thumb 
out of the pictures.) 

HALF MOON BAY DREAM MACHINE 
 

The Winner of the plane-radio-engine at the Dream 
Machine.  Prize donated by Ron Sheldon.  Thanks Ron! 

 

The Smith brothers and Wally manning the PCC booth. 
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WORK PARTY 
 

 
 Everybody was picking on Jake! 
 

 
Walking out the wrinkles. 

 
 

 
There they go  again, picking on Jake. 
 
CASTLE AFB GIANT SCALE AIR SHOW 
 

 
Jake’s Fly Baby.  The result of radio malfunction.   
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AT THE FIELD 
 

 
Grant taxing his 540 Edge the day before the wing snapped.  
Hangar 9 admitted fault with their ARF kit and are sending 
Grant a replacement ARF kit. 

 
Dennis with his new low wing trainer.  Flies great. 
 

 
Grant with his new P-51 stunter. 
 

 
Lou catching some lift with his electric glider.  Ken and 
Martin giving him support.
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This is the sign proposed by Dave Santana as mentioned in his article. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Final Note:   
 
Sheldon’s has changed their closing hours for the summer.  They are closing at 8:00 p.m. on 
Thrusdays.  Grant and I got there at 8:15 and were very disappointed.  But we managed to get a 
snack from Jack In The Box - which made us happy again. 
 
 
Thanks again to Ron Sheldon for donating the air plane, engine and radio for our 
Dream Machine raffle. 
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  June 20, 2001  


