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   January  2002 Next Meeting: January 16, 2002  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Wayne Weathers 650-341-2827 waynerw@aol.com 
 Vice President Dave Santana                    650-343-8428 santanahouse@email.msn.com 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  
 Treasurer &    

    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                             Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

   
 

President Elect’s Column 
                                                    Harry Smith 
 
     Greetings, members and friends.  Hopefully, all had safe 
and happy holidays.  But, who said the fun has to end, because 
there is still the PCC banquet on January 19, 2002, as a bonus 
fun-time.  If you wish to attend this gala affair at the Hiller 
Aircraft Museum, and have not already made reservations, 
please quickly contact Jeff Obertelli (650-375-8663) or 
Ellsworth Crowell (650-591-0851).  There will be door prizes 
and good food!   It would be fair to say that Jeff Obertelli and 
others who assisted him, did a great job of planning this 
banquet. 
     As an organization, PCC could be compared to a civilian 
aircraft on a continuous flight, with the President and Vice-
president in the cockpit, the Secretary and the Treasurer as the 
engineers, and the Board members as the flight attendants.  
The club members at large as the passengers, are the most 
important as it is they, who determine where the aircraft is 
going.  There are stops during this flight to take on new 
passengers (members), refuel (pay dues), and change the flight 
crew (annual election of officers).  It is important to have clear 
communications between the passengers and the flight crew, in 
order to have good food (picnics) and recreation (fun flies) 
during the trip.  Since there is no such thing as a “free lunch”, 
there will be cabin duties (work parties) for everyone onboard!  
If everyone does a little, no one has to do a lot of anything, 
except have fun on this flight. 
     An effort will be made to limit the “business” part of 
monthly meetings to essential items, and hopefully allot more 
time for flight related videos, construction and repair 
presentations, and any other items of interest.  If anyone has 

suggestions, please feel free to jump right in and help us have 
the type of meetings no one wants to miss. 
     This is a good time to mention that we all need to make an 
effort to recruit new members.  If you know anyone who is 
interested in RC modeling, invite them to a meeting, and/or to 
visit our field.  Better yet, offer to take someone to the field on 
a nice day.  Our dues amount to just over $5, on a per month 
basis.  Where else can you have access to a flying field, have a 
monthly meeting with coffee, pastries, and door prizes, for that 
paltry sum, not to mention the free advice and socializing!  As 
nice as it would be to have lots of young fliers, the most likely 
new members may be found in the retired, or soon to be retired 
community.  We welcome them all. 
     Gary Ware  has been trying to work things out with Bob 
Senz for our clubs part in the annual Dream Machines show, 
an annual event each spring at the Half Moon Bay airport.  As 
the year progresses, we will also try to work in a couple of 
“Fun Fly” events.  Anyone who has not attended one of these 
outings has really missed a truly fun time.  Just ask anyone 
who has participated or watched.  They will be smiling, or 
maybe laughing, when they talk about it. 
     That’s it for this month, hope to see you all at the banquet.  
May the sun and wind always be at your six, and may you 
always land with your wheels down. 
 
     Harry 
 

Minutes  - December 19, 2001 
                               Kirk Phaling 
 
     Pres. Wayne Weathers  called the meeting to order for the 
last time in 2001 at 7:40 P.M. The fact that this meeting was 
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only one week before Christmas didn't seem to cut down on 
attendance.   There was a goodly number present.  One guest 
was present and he is going to join. The minutes of the 
November meeting were approved as published in the 
newsletter. 
     Ray Squires presented the Raffle prizes for the night – an 
Ultra Stik 40 ARF from Hangar 9, a razor plane, and assorted 
glue.  This meeting was the last as RaffleMaster for Ray who 
has done a great job. Many thanks to Ray. John Bassetto will 
take over for the year 2002. 
     One other change will be coming up in 2002. Wally Cain 
has stepped up to take over the CoffeeMaster job from Kirk 
Phaling who is stepping down after three years of doing it. 
Wally is a previous CoffeeMaster and will do a fine job. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER : Office holder Ellsworth Crowell reported 
that the financial state of PCC is sound. 
 
SAFETY: No report of any safety related problems. 
 
FIELD : Harry Smith says that the runway is in good shape-
the astroturf is snug and tight-not mushy and wrinkled. The 
drains are working to run off the water. 
     Gary Ware  drew a diagram on the blackboard to show the 
plowed area and discuss it some. He reported that the plowed 
areas at each end of the runway has been leveled out. The 
owner cannot put in a crop this year because of the rain. 
     Because of information received about a new landowner on 
the east side of the highway - if anyone comes to the field and 
asks ANYTHING about our being there refer him to our 
President for the year 2002 - Harry Smith. DO NOT enter 
into ANY discussion about our lease. Refer ALL questions to 
Harry. And ABOVE ALL-BE COURTEOUS. 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Dan Cobry and Taku Utsumi were voted 
in as Full Members.  Congratulations, guys.  
 
FLITE PROFICIENCY: Roberto Ourique was awarded 
his Solo, A, and B badges. Nice going, Roberto. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Jeff Obertelli gave a pitch talk on the 
PCC Banquet to be on Jan. 19, 2002. Get your reservations and 
money to Jeff pronto. Call him at 375-8663 or see him at the 
meeting on Jan.16.  It's going to be a fun night, so get your 
money in.    
     There were no more nominations for officers for the year 
2002. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: The election of new officers for 2002 
was held. After a really hard fought campaign by all parties 
involved the results are as follows: Pres.- Harry Smith, V.P.-
Charlie Wajdak, Treas.- Ellsworth Crowell, Sec.- Kirk 
Phaling, Board - Jake Chichilitti and Ray Squires. The 

Member of the Year was also voted on and will be announced 
at the Banquet.  
     As noted in the November newsletter, Paul Lum will still 
function as Editor for 2002. 
     And last but by no means least-many THANKS to Jean 
Crowell for providing the extra refreshments for the meeting. 
Way above and beyond the call of duty. Thank you, Jean. 
 
SHOW & TELL: Ken Martinez had his fully completed 
Shoestring. It had a very nice Brodak paint job. Looks great. 
     Jake Chichilitti had a Midwest .40 size Sukhoi which he 
had covered in his trademark silkspan. He had not yet applied 
his Brodak finish. Looked good so far. 
     Paul Klahn showed a stained glass lamp which he made 
and which will be a prize for the Banquet. Paul has been doing 
this 
for several years now and it's greatly appreciated. They are 
very nice pieces. 
     Bruce Estes had an in-the-bones scale PBY which he is  
scratch-building from plans. Bruce  gave a talk on how to 
scratch build using plans and how to document the plane for 
being judged in a contest. Very interesting and informative 
talk. 
     The meeting adjourned at 9:15 P.M. and was followed by 
the Raffle. Ken Martinez won the Ultra Stik 40 and various 
others got the bits and pieces. 
 
     Kirk 
 

Vice President’s Column 
                             Dave Santana 
Greeting fellow members, 
        Welcome to another year, we are being hit hard by 
another December rainstorm as this article is being written. It 
has been some time since the weather has been model airplane 
friendly. I went out to the field the other day just to check on 
things and found the runway in rather good condition. I was 
there during a moderate rainfall and saw how well the runway 
shed water into the troughs on either side of it. The cliff  
warning signs that I put in are going to have to be replaced on 
sturdier posts. The signs themselves are fine, but the posts I put 
them on are not even close to strong enough. Remember, when 
you go out, don't drive on the dirt. Do not assume that the 
normal parking area will be solid enough to support your car. 
Others and myself have learned the hard way how easy it is to 
get stuck in the top two inches of slime that forms on the 
parking lot after a good rain. Park on the gravel pad at the base 
of the road.         
If you missed the December meeting you missed a good talk 
by Bruce Estes. He went over the basics of building from 
plans. He described how to get the plans onto the wood and 
various methods for cutting them out.  He explained how to 
organize the parts and shared some of his building techniques.  
He ended by encouraging everyone to attempt to build a model 
from plans. Bruce failed to emphasize one point that I thought 
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should be mentioned. He didn't tell you that it is not necessary 
to build a giant scale Catalina PBY to build from plans. There 
are a lot of simple designs on the market that are much simpler 
to build. I will bet that anyone who builds the simplest flying 
box from scratch will enjoy flying that model more than some 
flashy high performance ARF. I know that I will enjoy seeing 
it and talking about it more. I know that there are a lot of good 
arguments for this hobby's movement towards ARFs. I know 
all about how it can help to bring newcomers into the fold, and 
how hard it is to find the time to build these days, and how 
much value is available in ARFs today. On the other hand, I 
can't help but say to those who don't build their own models, 
that they are cheating themselves out of a more rewarding 
experience. This hobby is one of the only pastimes, which 
demands craftsmanship, artistic style, physics, mechanics,  
electronics, patience, and skill. When a modeler builds a 
beautiful airplane it is a piece of himself. It is a display of his 
understanding of all those attributes listed above. Finally, 
when all of this effort comes together in a sweet flying airplane 
it is a very satisfying experience. More so than I have ever 
seen come from flying an ARF. 
        See you at the field, 
 
     Dave 
 

Treasurer’s Column 
                      Ellsworth Crowell 
     It is now past the December 31st deadline for renewing your 
P.C.C.C dues for 2002.  The renewal fee is now $75.00 if you 
renew in January, and $85.00 if you wait until February.  If 
renewal is not made by the March 20th meeting, you will be 
dropped from the P.C.C. roster.  Don’t forget to include a copy 
of your 2002 A.M.A. membership card and mail it to: 
     Ellsworth F. Crowell 
     424 Oxford Way 
     Belmont, CA  94002-2752-21 
     Please attach your 2002 year bar to your field badge.  The 
field badge with your year bar attached is to be worn at the 
field at all times.  Not only does it verify that you are a paid up 
member for 2002, it also helps other members to get to know 
your name.  
     Reminder:  Please mark your transmitter with your name, 
telephone number, and frequency number flag.  Be sure your 
airplane has your name and address on it somewhere.  This is 
an A.M.A. requirement. 
     If you need some name stickers for your plane, see the 
Treasurer. 
     Let’s all come to the P.C.C. banquet on Saturday, January 
19th at the Hiller Air Museum. 
     “Be there, Don’t be Square” 
Also, don’t forget to lock the field gate.  “Lock to Lock”. 
 
     Ellsworth  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
     Wow!  Of the last three newsletters I had sent to myself, 
two arrived with only the front page.  Maybe it’s only me (it’s 
that dark cloud always hanging over my head) but it seems that 
there is a problem.  If you don’t get your newsletter or receive 
one badly damaged, call Ellsworth and he’ll send you another 
newsletter.  In the meantime, we’ll see if the printer can fold 
the newsletter into three sections rather than the two sections, 
and we’ll see if that improves the survivability of the 
newsletter.  Guess my hopes of the two staples (or tapes) 
didn’t pan out.  Again, the best way to get the newsletter is 
over the internet.  Occasionally Gregg Heuman, our 
webmaster, might not be able to post the newsletter on the 
internet immediately.  In that case, I will post the newsletter at 
the following site:   http://www.geocities.com/pccrc/.  So, 
never fear.  We’ll be here.  Gregg gets busy sometimes.  If you 
search the internet about Gregg, you’ll see why he gets busy.  
He’s a very accomplished individual.  In fact, he’s awesome. 
      Talking about the internet, the Model Aviation magazine 
(by AMA) can now be found online at the following site:  
http://www.modelaircraft.org/Mag/index.htm  In the latest 
issue of MA, Pres. Dave Brown talks about an accident 
involving the injury of a child.  In summary, the accident was 
caused when the flyer wanted to save his dead stick airplane. 
What a shame that the kid was injured.  Read the article.  It is 
very interesting.  The moral here is to avoid hurting people. 
 
     Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  January 
 
    16    General Meeting @ 7:30 

19 P.C.C. Annual Banquet at Hiller Museum. 
 
February 
 

20 General Meeting @ 7:30 
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Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 

 
This is Kay whose name Charlie puts on all of his 
airplanes.  She’s a sweet person.  And pretty too! 
 
 

 
Richard Caine holding Dennis Lowry’s new Somethin Extra.  
The last time Dennis asked to tune his engine.  It sounded ok 
to me.  He took off  and just after take off, the engine quit.  
The plane crashed into the ocean.   
 

Richard Blake ready to go on the buddy box with my Tower 
Hobbies 60 trainer.  He’s pretty good. 

Dennis Fuente getting ready to run his propane powered jet 
turbine engine.  You’ve got to see this thing run.   
 

Richard really getting interested in the turbine engine. 
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A reporter from the Half Moon Bay newspaper stopped by.  I 
forgot his name but he was really, really nice.  Kirk too! 

 
Grant got a free replacement of the Pizzaz and a new engine.  
Horizon’s pretty fair about keeping their customers happy. 

 
Charlie chasing the house boat he’s riding.  Can you tell this 
is Charlie…. With the hat on! 

Looks like Charley talking with John at our old field.  Brings 
back fond memories.  
 
 

An old picture of Charlie with his airplane.  Look at that 
transmitter!!  Man, has he been flying for a long time. 

Richard Blake with his new Hobbico ARF.  Flies great.  
Keeps my heart rate up when he’s on the buddy box.
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  January 16, 2002  


