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   February  2002 Next Meeting: February 20 , 2002  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

   

President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
     Wow, what a banquet !  Everyone seemed to enjoy the 
museum, the meal, the program, and the socializing.  Jeff, 
Wayne, and several others, did a first-rate job and are to be 
complemented.  Those at the banquet know that Paul Lum 
was voted “member of the year” by his peers, and we all 
complement Paul on the work he has done on the  PCC 
Newsletter.  Another behind-the-scenes contributor is Greg 
Heumann, who maintains the PCC web site.  When you see 
Paul or Greg don’t forget to thank them for their volunteer 
work which saves our club $$$ on the publication and posting 
of our newsletter. 
     Four other PCC members received the Presidents Award for 
services rendered, and are as follows: Jake Chichilitti, Grant 
Sawai, Jeff Obertelli and Dave Santana.  All these members 
performed “above and beyond the call of duty”.  The club 
appreciates all your efforts.  The new Vice-President is 
Charles Wajdak, and the two new Board Members are Jake 
Chichilitti and Raymond Squires.  The new “Raffle Master” 
for our monthly meetings will be the ever popular club Jester, 
John Bassetto.  Congratulations to all, and we are looking 
forward to a lot of assistance from you guys. 
     The cold, wet, dark winter months are often described as 
“building time” for model people, but think about it.  How 
many of us have warm, well lighted, well ventilated work 
areas where you can safely use CA glue, avoid inhaling balsa 
sanding dust, and spend hours building your favorite model?  
You might consider this as a good time to check out all your 
flying equipment.  When was the last time you checked the 
servo mounts, control surface hinges, clevis connections, 
engine mount and firewall bolts, and fuel system components?  

Also, don’t overlook the electronics.  After several weeks or 
months of not flying, have you charged your batteries 
overnight then drove to the field the following morning 
without even using your voltmeter?  A little preflight checking 
can often prevent a lot of repair/rebuilding time.  Remember 
how careful you were prior to the “maiden flight” of your 
beautiful aircraft?  Well, we should take that same amount of 
care before and during every flying session.  Then comes our 
number one goal, SAFETY.  As they say, “safety is no 
accident”.  “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”! 
     Wednesday, February 13, about 7:00 PM, at Wayne 
Weathers  office in San Bruno, we will hold the PCC Board 
Meeting.  We will discuss the budget for 2002 and review the 
financials from last year.  This information should be 
presented to the membership at the February 20th club meeting. 
     Looking ahead…the Spring PCC Fun-Fly is scheduled for 
Sunday, April 14, and we need a volunteer(s) to organize the 
event.  I will be happy to assist in the effort.  It would be nice 
to have someone who has been involved in a previous event.  
Also, who will volunteer to organize the PCC participation in 
the Dream Machine event at HMB airport on Sunday, April 
28?  This is a single-day event which is a lot of fun (ask 
anyone who has been there) and I’ll be happy to bring a table, 
chairs and a cooler, and a couple of aircraft.  We will also need 
an array of different types of aircraft to display.  Anyone who 
volunteers will not have to do it alone.  Volunteers “get in 
free”, and as long as someone is with our exhibit, each has the 
time to check out all the cool stuff, including lots of full scale 
aircraft.  You get to mix fun with work!  Did I say work?  
Folks, this is an “all volunteer army”! 
     Let’s not forget to invite a prospective new member to 
come by the field and attend a club meeting.  We have a very 
diverse group in our club and this is good, because we have 
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someone who is interested in virtually every aspect of r/c 
modeling and flying.  We are fortunate to have a flying site, 
and we wish to keep it, but lets face reality, we should always 
be looking for a truly permanent club site.  Park property, 
BLM land, etc. 
     Bring a model, in any stage of construction, to show-and-
tell, and bring photos or videos to see before and after the 
meeting.  We want to dispose of the business part of the 
meeting quickly enough to have more fun time.  If anyone has 
suggestions for more fun stuff, let’s hear it, although the mid-
air crash’s, and float fly videos were great to watch.  
     Until next time, keep the wind and rain to your back, and 
the sun out of your eyes, and you just might land safely on the 
runway! 
 
Harry 
 

Minutes  - January 16 , 2002 
                           Kirk Phaling  
 
     Before I get into the minutes, I want to say a few words 
about the Banquet. It was the best PCC Banquet that I have 
ever attended since becoming a member 20++ years ago. It 
wasn't just one thing that made it memorable - it was 
everything. The food, the touring of the museum, the very nice 
crowd of great people, and the excellent choice of guest 
speaker, Eddie Andrini.  
     Jeff Obertelli and all who helped him deserve a special 
thanks. They did a great job. Thank you, Jeff and company. 
     And now, on to the rest of the story. Newly elected Pres. 
Harry Smith called the meeting to order at 7:35 P.M. There 
were three guests - Mark Bettis , a former member and past 
Pres. who is returning to the fold, Kevin Phillips , and John 
McCoy. The minutes of the Dec. meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter. 
     New RaffleMaster John Bassetto displayed the raffle 
prizes, the main one being an Irvine .53 engine. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER: Ellsworth Crowell presented the state of the 
treasury.  All is good. 
 
SAFETY: No problems have been reported.  
 
FIELD MAINTENANCE: Dennis Lowery has 
volunteered to take over the maintenance-mowing the grass 
and maintaining the mower. The field seems to be weathering 
the winter O.K.  
 
FIELD IMPROVEMENTS: Gary Ware , who has done a 
really great job, would like someone to take this on. Please call 
Harry Smith to volunteer. 
 

MEMBERSHIP : Howard Lucetti and Richard Blake were 
voted in as Full Members. Congrats to both. 
 
FLITE PROFIENCY: Dave Weldon was present at last to 
receive his Solo Certificate. Great going, Dave . 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Harry Smith asked for volunteers to 
help some Boy Scouts get an Aviation merit badge on Jan. 
26th. Oliver Salles, Dennis Lowery, and someone else - sorry 
but the Sec. missed his name- stepped up.  
     There being no more New Business, no D.O.M., no S.A.D. 
story, and no Hits & Misses, Show & Tell came next. 
 
SHOW & TELL: Mark Bettis  brought a laptop computer to 
display the Great Planes RealFlight R/C Simulator. Works and 
looks very good. Members had a fine time playing with it. 
     Kirk Phaling had the fuselage of his GP .40 size Big 
Stik ARF showing the models he has made to it like the ones 
that Paul Lum has made to his Stik. It now has a Tower .75 
ABC motor, a Perry pump, the fuel tank move closer to the 
CG, the battery pack moved in the fuse behind the wing to 
balance the heavier motor, and lead weights added to the tail to 
move the CG about 3/4 in. back. Flies great. All credit to Paul 
for his ideas. 
     Ken Martinez had a Zagi sloper which he got from Joe  
Ramirez and which he is going to make electric. Ken also had 
a G.P. trainer that he bought at an auction and which he is 
going to make into a float plane. 
     Gary Ware  showed how to modify a cardboard box by 
cutting a V in each end, adding foam insulation pipe to the V 
and ending up with a neat, cheap plane cradle. Good idea. 
     Mark Bettis showed a home made F86 slope soarer made 
of EPP foam. He has flown it in 30 knot winds with a crescent 
wrench taped to the top. Lots of fun and an unbreakable plane. 
 
     The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M. and was followed by 
the Raffle. Mark Bettis  got the Irvine engine and others got 
the bits and pieces. 
 
Kirk  
 

Treasurer’s Column 
                         Ellsworth Crowell
     February is here members, time to pay your 2002 
membership, send me a check made out to P.C.C. for $85.00, 
and a copy of your 2002 A.M.A. card.  Mail it all to : 
 
   Ellsworth  Crowell 
   424  Oxford  Way 
   Belmont,   CA   94002-2752-21 
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     Hey members, how about that P.C.C. banquet at the Hiller 
Museum?  We had 84 paid dinners and lots of prizes.  I think 
all attendants will agree it was one of P.C.C.’s finest. 
     Good flying to all in 2002. 
 
Ellsworth  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
     Thank you Wayne Weathers and Dave Santana, for 
carrying the responsibilities of President and Vice President. 
You two have worked long and hard for the club and we 
appreciate it.  Well done! 
    Gosh!  Am I embarrassed… but very honored.  Thank you, 
peers, for voting me as the Member of The Year.  I know there 
are a lot of other members who are more deserving than I of 
this award, like Ellsworth, Kirk, Wayne, Dave, Ray, Wally, 
Gary, Harry, Dennis, Lou, Alonzo, Grant, Jake, Jeff, John 
and on and on…  but I humbly thank you! 
     Even though it was a cold month, it turned out to be quite 
an exciting month.  With the banquet, the filming of the 
Mercedes Benz commercial and the photo shoot by Paolo 
Vescia from the Half Moon Bay Review.  If you can pick up a 
copy of the Feb. 6th issue, do so because the photo layout is 
just fantastic.  Paolo is a perfectionist and it shows in his work. 
Thanks to Alonzo Richardson, Mickie Durata, Tom Akins, 
Bob Johnson, Joe Ramirez, Jim Reimholz, Harry Smith, 
Gary Ware, Ellsworth Crowell and John Kitching for 
showing up with their models.  They all turned out even 
though there was a possibility that the weather could have been 
rotten.  But it turned out to be a beautiful day. Everyone agrees 
that this is a very big plus for our club.  We’ve already had 
visitors expressing interest in r/c because of the Half Moon 
Bay Review’s article. 
     Then to finish off this month, today, Sunday 2/10, was a 
beautiful day for flying.  Warm and sunny with light winds. 
Grant held another of his barbecues.  Thanks again, Grant.  
He picked a perfect day to hold it.  Things are looking up and 
after a horrible last year, because of the fog, maybe we’re in 
for a fantastic year for flying.  Get your airplanes ready and 
keep them charged.  
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Upcoming Events - 2002 
 
  February 
 
    13  PCC Board Meeting, 7PM 
    17  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    20  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 

 
  March 
 
    17  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    20  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
 
  April 
 
      7  Spring Field Clean-up, 9AM @ field! 
    14  PCC Fun-fly @ PCC Field 
    17  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
    21  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    28  Dream Machine @ HMB airport 
 
   May 
 
      1  PCC Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
    15  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
    19  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
 
  June  
 
    16  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    19  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
    30  PCC Guest Open House 
 
  July 
 
    10  PCC Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
    14  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    17  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.. Millbrae  Library 
    21  PCC Family Picnic & BBQ 
 
  August 
 
    11  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    18  PCC Fun-fly @ field 
    21  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
 
  September 
 
    15  Gremlin/Combat flying @ PCC field 
    18  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
 
  October 
 
      9  PCC Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
    16  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library, 
             and annual club auction 
    20  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
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  November 
 
    17  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    20  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library, 
         nominations for new club officers 
 
  December 
 
    18  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
             Election of Officers & "Member of the Year” 
    
For Sale 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 

Pictures  - in color at www.flypcc.org 
 

Guys waiting to have their picture taken.  

Picture by Grant of the club’s banquet at Hiller Museum 

Marco, his dad and the guest speaker, Eddie Andrini. 
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Grant won the grand door prize, an Airtronics radio. 
 

 
Like clock work, Kirk Phaling delivering the club’s 
minutes.   

 
Richard Caine congratulating Richard Blake after his first 
solo flight.  Great going, Richard! 

Jake with his brand new Sukhoi.  Looks and flies great. 
 

Kevin Phillips.  Looks like an ace in the making. 
 

Grant cooking up the first barbecue for 2002.  Hmmmm!  
Thanks, Grant.  Can’t wait for the next one. 
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  February 20 , 2002  


