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June  2002 Next Meeting: June 19 , 2002  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  

President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
   As they say, the only thing which remains the same, is 
(rapid) change!  That is certainly true when it comes to model 
aircraft.  When most of us began, there were no Almost Ready 
to Fly (ARF), Almost Ready to Cover (ARC) or Ready to Fly 
(RTF) aircraft.  The quality of these early offerings left a lot to 
be desired.  Then came the rapid change, from the early 
“trainer type” ARFs, to sport ARFs, to scale ARFs, to pattern 
ARFs!  The quality improved as rapidly as the number of 
aircraft offered.  The only drawback to this was that if you 
wanted  a specific, perhaps rare aircraft, you had to build it 
yourself, or hire someone to build it for you.  I predict that if 
there is enough demand in the near future, you may be able to 
place an order with the current ARF producers and have your 
own distincitive model built at a very reasonable price.  You 
ask where I’m headed with this subject?  Well, I’m still flying 
several aircraft which were built from “stick kits”, but have 
more recently purchased and flown several ARFs, and I like 
them! 
   Still, there is no greater satisfaction than building, selecting 
your color scheme, and successfully flying a model which you 
created.  If you simply must have something to fly quickly, 
assemble an ARF, then sit down and take time to build that 
“special” aircraft that you have always admired.  You will 
never regret it, and in the absence of a fatal crash, you will 
have your personal creation long after the ARF is forgotten.  
So, go build something special, and bring it to a club meeting 
for “show and tell”.  I insist! Please! 
June 30th, the last Sunday in this month, is the date for the 
annual PCC Guest Open House.  I will be asking for 
volunteers to help with the bar-b-que and to the extent 

possible, assure there is enough interest to warrant having the 
event. 
 
Several new PCC members, and potential members, will be in 
need of flight instruction.  Even though we have several 
capable, designated instructors, the need always exists for 
more.  If you have reached “A” or “B” flight levels, or higher, 
you probably can help someone else learn to fly.  If you would 
like to help, please contact any club officer and someone will 
go over the basic steps of instruction.  We cannot have too 
many instructors. 
   Remember to bring something aircraft related to the meeting, 
along with a potential new member.  Think I’ll take my latest 
ARF for show-and-tell!  Until then, fly safely and fly often, in 
that order. 
 
Harry 
 

Minutes  - May 16 , 2002 
                           Kirk Phaling  
 
     The May meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M. by Pres. 
Harry Smith.  The attendance continues the roller coaster 
ride.  This month it was down again from what used to be 
normal after a good attendance the previous month.  Does 
anyone care to speculate on the reason-or reasons? 
     There were four guests present - Byron Wolf and his father 
George , Allie Santana who was baby-sitting father Dave , and 
Mike to whom I apologize for not getting his last name.  All - 
except Allie - intend to join PCC. Byron had a Sig LT- 
40 with motor and radio installed. After the meeting they 
showed it to members to be critiqued. Looked like a good job 
of building. 
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     The minutes of the April meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter.  RaffleMaster John Bassetto 
arrived in a cloud of dust about 5 minutes late but with a 
fiendishly new way of distributing the raffle prizes. His 
innovative new procedure last month of assigning the order in 
which a prize would be won (the best not necessarily first) had 
gotten some objection because the winning ticket holder could 
not choose his prize.  John, with a twist only he could think 
of, came up with the ultimate way.  He wrote down the name 
of each prize on separate pieces of paper. He placed one piece 
of paper in an unmarked, sealed envelope. The winner then get 
to choose the envelope they want and get what is shown on the 
paper.  That's brilliant.  Everyone gets to choose and the best 
prizes are not usually gone first.  Great idea and lots of fun. 
Keep it going, John. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER: 
     As usual, Ellsworth reported that PCC funds keep 
marching along. 
 
SAFETY: 
     Paul Klahn was not present to give a report but no 
problems were known to exist as of meeting night. 
 
FIELD MAINTENANCE: 
     Dennis Lowry reported that all is OK and in good shape. 
 
FIELD IMPROVEMENT: 
     Gary Ware  was not present but nothing is in the immediate 
future. 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 
     There was no one to vote in.  Ells  reported that as of May 1 
there were 98 members. 
 
FLITE PROFIENCY: 
     Richard Blake and Ed Donlin were not present to receive 
Solo certificates. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
     None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
     Harry Smith has received info that the Aeromodelers 
wants to have a Fun-Fly and barbeque for three clubs later this 
year. Harry will tell them that PCC will attend.  Please note 
that Aeromodelers has a noise restriction.  Not sure what it is 
exactly - Harry will specify when he knows more about the 
date of the fun-fly.  No problems with electric flyers. 
 
D.O.M.: 
     No one this month. 

 
S.A.D.: 
 
     Jake Chichilitti was flying the SeaMaster of Ray Squires 
at Lake Hennesey and banked it into the water. It is rebuildable 
but Jake feels real S.A.D. 
 
HITS & MISSES: 
     Jim Reimholz showed a nice 60 inch wing bag he made 
from a child’s 29 x 60 inch sleeping bag which was on sale at 
Target. 
 
SHOW & TELL: 
     Dennis Lowry showed the Cermark " New Timer" electric 
plane he had won at the PCC banquet. 
     Ken Martinez showed the trainer he is building. It is now 
painted with primer. He also showed the painting stand he built 
from PVC pipe.  Neat.  He also had the floats he has built and 
will use with the trainer. 
     John Bassetto finally has finished the Sweet Stik he start-
ed about 10 months ago.  He built from the Midwest plans 
belonging to Jake C.  It uses bell cranks to operate the 
ailerons. He had it all painted and the discovered the bell 
cranks were stuck. Had to cut it open to repair.  But, since he 
had used the tissue and Brodak dope method of finishing he 
was able redo the cut open area and it is hard to detect. The 
finish looked great. 
     Eric Einarsson had a great looking binocular telescope 
which he had designed and built. Has a tripod mount built in. 
     The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. and was followed by 
the Raffle. 
     The winners were Wally Cain, Bob Brooks, Harry Smith 
(twice), guest Byron Wolf  (he got the main prize - an EPP 
BD5 slope soarer), and Kirk Phaling. 
     P.S.:   The following bit of information is taken from the 
Sept. 2001 issue of S & E Modeler magazine:  "When using a 
peak or temperature-rise-detecting charger, there is no need to 
discharge a pack before charging it, regardless of its 
state of charge. There are, however, times when it is desirable 
to discharge: to measure capacity, or when the pack will be 
stored for an extended period of time." The above is from an 
article on nicad battery care in that issue.   
     P.P.S. :  The S & E Modeler mag is a great one covering 
sailplanes and electric aircraft. 
 
Kirk  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
    Looks like PCC is again going to be in the newspapers.  
Chris Orban from San Mateo Times spent two days getting 
some pictures.  He had some fancy (and expensive) equipment.  
His digital camera could take four pictures a second.  Before 
leaving, he downloaded all of the picture onto a laptop 
computer and then he let Grant and me look at the pictures he 
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might put in the newspaper.  Really great photography. 
   Well it happened again.  While driving to the field, at the last 
curve an idiot was passing on the curve.  I had to slam on my 
brakes and drive off of the road to avoid getting hit.  What 
makes matters worse is that we usually are checking out the 
field and not paying attention to the oncoming traffic.  So 
when you’re driving to the field, drive defensively and arrive 
safely. 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  June 
 
    16  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    19  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
    30  PCC Guest Open House 
 
  July 
 
      9  PCC Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
    14  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    17  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.. Millbrae Library 
    21  PCC Family Picnic & BBQ 
 

Classified: 
 

 
 
The Truck 
1994 Dodge 2500 Pickup Long Bed SLT 
Engine -  Larmie Cummins 6 Cyl. 5.92L Turbo Diesel 
Trans- 5 Speed Manual      Drive: 2 Wheel Drive 
Mileage: 85,000  Color: Grey 
 
 
 

Equipment 
Air Conditioning, Power Steering, Power Windows, Power 
Door Locks, Tilt Wheel, Cruise Control, AM/FM Stereo, 
Cassette, ABS (4-Wheel), Sliding Rear Window, Running 
Boards, Mopar softcover, Reese 15,000 Towing Pkg 5" wheel 
hitch, PAC brakes, Kelsey trailer brake controller.  Alloy 
Wheels, custom truck bed utility box, cell phone, anti-theft key 
system. 
 
The Trailer 
1996 Auto-Mate Model #F30F custom 5th wheel 30 feet, main 
body slide-out, air suspension. 
 
Equipment 
Front bedroom with queen size bed, under bed storage, Rear 
kitchen, 3 burner gas range  + hood, Microwave, AC, Gas heat, 
Gas/electric refrigerator/freezer, 2 fans, Phone and TV outlets, 
Water filter system, Washer, dryer, Stereo, TV, VCR, built in 
computer desk, dining room table  with 2 chairs, 2 lazyboy 
chairs negotiable, OPD compliant for April 2002, 
dual 7.5 gal LP tanks. 
 
Contact Walt Oyung at 415-285-8084. 
 
(Wow!  You could really live in this thing!) 
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    
www.flypcc.org

 
Chris Orban, from San Mateo Times, with his cameras 
ready to take some pictures.   Maybe we’ll be in the S.M. 
Times newspaper.  Keep an eye open for it and let us know 
when you see the article.
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 Jake and Ken getting ready to grind the rust off of our gate.                  Don and helper removing some of the stuff people leave in the potti. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  June 19, 2002  


