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   July 2002 Next Meeting: July 17,  2002  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  

President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
     Hopefully every member has read AMA President Dave 
Brown's column in the August 2002 issue of Model Aviation.  
If you haven't, please do so soon.  I am referring to the last 
section of his column which deals with the possible changes 
the FAA may consider imposing on our favorite fun of flying 
R/C aircraft!  Since the 911 incident everyone has taken a 
closer look at any and every thing that could possibly become 
a threat to our society.  The proactive approach by the AMA is 
probably the best thing to do, because it is not a situation 
which will go away if we choose to ignore it.  We must do a 
good job of regulating our sport, or the government (FAA) will 
do it themselves, and they may not ask if we would like to 
offer any suggestions. 
     Also in the August 2002 issue of Model Aviation is a 
construction article by David Heckman.  For the benefit of 
those new to PCC, David is a third generation PCC member.  
His Grandfather, Warren Heckman, and his Father, Mark 
Heckman (who was President of PCC for a time) passed their 
flying interests on to David, who received a college 
scholarship because of his interest/knowledge in aviation.  
David designed and drew the plans for the VariEze, a Peanut 
Scale canard. It is great to see people we know do well and we 
wish David success in all his endeavors. 
     I think it timely to remind everyone that our number one 
priority is SAFETY, and FUN is number two.  I am asking 
everyone who has not recently done so, to review the PCC 
club rules (which are included on the PCC website).  Also, 
since we have a number of new members, some of whom are 
new to this sport, we need as many flight instructors as we can 
muster.  I know these new members are anxious to fly on their 

own, because I've "been there", and I realize there may not 
always be an instructor available.  However, we must 
emphasize that no new flyer may attempt fly without an 
instructor by their side, unless the new flyer has received their 
Solo Certificate.  The reason is simple, we wish to prevent 
injury to ourselves or others nearby, and we wish to prevent 
damage to our aircraft or property of others. The trainer 
cord/buddy box arrangement is worth the effort.  Please be 
patient as the only people who failed to successfully learn to 
fly were the ones who lost interest too quickly! 
     To those who missed the last PCC meeting, the lease has 
been renewed and the rent has been paid for the coming year!  
Also, do not forget the planned Annual Family Picnic/BBQ 
which is scheduled for Sunday, July 21, 2002.  At the last 
meeting we agreed to consolidate the Guest Open House 
(which was scheduled for last month) with the Picnic.  It 
would helpful in planning for food, if we could get an estimate 
on the number of people who plan to attend.  We want 
everyone to get a 'berger or 'dog! 
     Summer is vacation time, especially for those with school 
aged children, but if you aren't "on the road", try to attend the 
July meeting.  We have been getting some good "show and 
tell" aircraft related items, and "RaffleMaster" John Bassetto 
has come up with some interesting prizes, but you will have to 
attend to find out how the prize won is determined.  John has 
turned it into an event.  Invite a potential new member to the 
next meeting, and bring anything aircraft related to share at 
show and tell.  Until then, fly safe, fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
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Minutes  - June 19 , 2002 
                           Kirk Phaling 
 
     Pres. Harry Smith called the June meeting to order at 
7:30 P.M. The "Low Attendance Blues" continues. Great for 
the chances of winning in the Raffle but bad for the Raffle 
income.  Self defeating.  The minutes of the May meeting were 
approved as published in the newsletter. Rafflemaster John 
Bassetto had a great assortment of sundries-no plane kit-to 
reach a wider audience. His unique method of distributing 
prizes continues - a great system. 
     A guest of Oliver Salles - Richard ? - was present. He has 
a plane but needs to learn to fly. He came to the right place. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER: The statement here is the same as the previous 
month, the month before that, and the months before that. and 
so on, far, far into the night. 
 
SAFETY: Paul Klahn reported that there are no flying 
problems - BUT, at his last flying session he was running his 
engine in the hot pit and noticed that a dog was wandering 
around loose and then saw it in the pits. This is an accident 
waiting to happen. All dog owners need to keep dogs on a 
leash and keep them out of the pit area. 
 
FIELD MAINTENANCE: Dennis Lowery reports the field 
looks good. 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Ellsworth did not have anyone to vote in. 
We now have 102 Full members, 4 Prospectives, and 3 
Juniors. The Sec. answered the field phone July 1 and it was a 
person inquiring about how to join. He was given Ells phone 
number. July 2 the Sec. was at J & M and a person inquired 
about places to fly.  He was given a PCC brochure. So, there 
seems to be a continual interest in RC flying.  Hopefully, they 
will select PCC to join. 
 
FLITE PROFICIENCY: Ed Donlin was awarded his Solo 
certificate.  Congrats, Ed. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Harry Smith says a full size Splash-
In will be held at Clear Lake on Sept. 27-29. And RC float 
flying will be coming back. If interested call Harry for details. 
     No announcement, but the Sec. told about being puzzled for 
several years about the House of Balsa kit named the CHEA-
PASS float plane. He could not figure out why anyone would 
apply that name to a float plane-or any plane. Then last month 
the heavens opened and all became clear. The latest issue of 
M.A.N mag had a little blurb about it. While reading the 
paragraph, it suddenly became clear. Move the hyphen one 
letter to the right, between the P and the second A. Nuff said. 
But, why did it take so long to figure out? Anyway, I thought it 
is funny. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: It was decided to eliminate the Guest Open 
House June 30 and combine it with the Picnic -BBQ on July 
21. 
     There was no Old Business and no D.O.M., so the next item 
was: 
S.A.D. Oliver Salles got a Star for his patch because the wing 
of his Gremlin broke while flying. Fortunately, it is rebuild- 
able. 
 
SHOW & TELL: 
     Harry Smith had his Delta Vortex ARF in which he has 
put a new Magnum XLS .91 2 stroke for power. Has a 54" 
wingspan, 1375 sq.in. area, and weighs about 7 1/2 lbs. A very 
good looking plane. Not flown as of July 1, but after checking 
balance and all fittings Harry will fly it. 
     Ken Martinez had his finally finished G.P. trainer which 
he has modified for land or water flying. He has the floats fin- 
ished also. He used Brodak paint on both and they look great. 
     Ellsworth Crowell had a new World Models T-34 Mentor 
ARF. He had won a motor at his other club and used that as an 
excuse to justify buying the T-34. Works for me. The T-34 is 
a great flying plane and looks very good. 
     The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M. and was followed by 
the Raffle. Winners included Neil Leopold, Jeff Obertelli, 
John Bassetto, Kirk Phaling, Mike Nadler, Eric Einarsson, 
Oliver Salles, Paul Klahn and two others whose names I did 
not get. Three members won more than once. This resulted 
from the many prizes and low attendance. 
     And we pass the half way mark of the year 2002.  
 
Kirk  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 
     I don’t know how may of you remember Jack Juntunen.  
He was a member of our club for quite a number of years 
before he moved to San Jose and then to San Luis Obispo.  
Here’s the latest email he sent me:  “hi paul thanks for the e 
mails i am doing this from my sons lap top we lost our flying 
site due to some idiot flying over peoples houses thanks for 
pictures   jack”   Hmmm!  Something to think about.  We don't 
have houses to fly over but we do have Martin's beach and the 
highway.  So, fly only in designated areas so we can keep our 
field. 
     Getting back to what Harry was talking about, a flying r/c 
airplane can seriously injure someone.  People have been 
killed by these toys.  And, with the highway next to our field, 
there is a possibility of tremendous liability.  So please, do it 
the safest, easiest and cheapest way… have an experienced 
flyer put you on a buddy box.  Making repairs in a drag!  And 
needless. 
     Back to Jack.  He’s in his late 70’s and is a good example 
of a computer illiterate person learning how to use the internet.  
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He doesn’t own his own computer so he went down to a public 
library and used their computer.  All he did was click on the 
Internet Explorer icon (it looks like a blue lower case “e”), 
then entered “flypcc.org” in the address box at the top of the 
page and then pressed the Enter key.  That took him to our 
club’s website.  From there, he clicked on the various “links” 
to look at the different pages.  Now he can receive email and 
surf the internet….all for free.  If you have any problems, you 
can ask the librarian.  Jack told me that someone using the 
computer next to him was kind enough to assist him.  It’s not 
that difficult and it does open a whole new world.  Enjoy 
life…try it!  You’ll like it.  It’s not that difficult.  And once 
you figure out how to use the internet, you can elect to have 
your newsletters online instead of wasting the club’s money on 
printing and postage.  For those of  you who already have a 
computer and are using the phone line connection, try using 
the library’s computer and see how much time you’ve been 
wasting.  Their internet connection is usually very, very fast. 
    Oh yes!  About postage.  We just had a 3 penny increase in 
Fist Class Stamps.  With our limited budget, $1.50 a month 
more is a budget buster.  Not to mention the cost of the 
printing.  So if you can, please sign up to have your newsletter 
online.   Save the money and save the trees. 
     If you want to email Jack, his email address is         
 jackjuntunen@yahoo.com 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  July 
      9  PCC Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
    14  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    17  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.. Millbrae Library 
    21  PCC Family Picnic & BBQ & Open House 
 
  August 
    11  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    18  PCC Fun-fly @ field 
    21  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
 
  September 
    15  Gremlin/Combat flying @ PCC field 
    18  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
 

Reminder:  AMA requires that your name, 
AMA number and phone number be on your 
airplane.  Also, put your name and phone 

number on your transmitter in case you forget it 
at the field. 
 
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these pictures in color at   www.flypcc.org 

 

Dave Weldon’s back and is feeling better.  Good!  Take 
care Dave.  Here, he’s helping George and Brian Wolf. 
 

Harry with his brand new unflown Vortec with a Magnum 
91.  This big plane makes Harry look tiny.  
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Kirk trying to navigate through the pit area.  Look at that 
beautiful blue sky with light winds. 

 
Ed Donlin with his Draino (name of the airplane).   

 
Ellsworth giving Pedro final words of encouragement 
before his first flight of the day. 

Deane planted the field with something(?).  Go down and 
look at the field.  It looks beautiful.  Ya just gotta see it! 

Grants getting ready to start his ½ A racer/pattern plane. 

Ellsworth with his brand new T-34 Mentor ARF. 
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Jake getting Ellsworth’s engine started.  
 

 
It flies!  (I think Ellsworth likes his new airplane) 
 

 
Ellsworth taxing in with Jake and Ray Squires watching. 

Jeff O. giving George Wolf tips on flying.  George is a fast 
learner. 

Wayne Weathers getting his plane ready to fly. 
 

Bob Johnson with his brand new Das Ugly Stik.  He 
scratch built it from old plans he had.  Beautiful job!
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  July 17, 2002  


