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August 2002 Next Meeting: August 21 , 2002  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  

President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
     The annual PCC family picnic was a success in every 
category except flying weather.  As a social event it was a 
winner!  It’s only appropriate to thank several who helped with 
the chores which are necessary to make it all happen.  Robert 
Brooks was the Chief Cook who flipped and turned 48 
‘burgers and 26 ‘dogs.  Jake Chichilitti sliced tomatoes and 
onions, Dennis Lowery provided and sliced melons, Alonzo 
Richardson went to great lengths to provide ice cream via dry 
ice in a cooler, Lou Fontenot brought potato salad, and 
disposed of all the picnic refuse, Ellsworth Crowell brought 
sodas, and an unknown person brought a huge box of assorted 
cookies.  To all, a big THANK YOU!  It takes teamwork to 
make these things happen.  As this is a club sponsored event, 
no one is required to bring anything, but it was nice.  As you 
read other parts of the newsletter, there will be mention of 
those who braved the wind and flew with reckless abandon, 
and without mishap.  Dishon Dancy gave us a great 
demonstration of how well a helicopter can penetrate the wind.  
A hard act to follow! 
     Recently, VP Charlie Wajdak, Treasurer Ellsworth 
Crowell, and I, checked out a possible restaurant for the PCC 
banquet, which is traditionally held in January of each year.  If 
anyone has a favorite place, or a suggestion, please contact any 
club officer and we will explore the idea. 
     This is the time of year when the coast is frequently 
shrouded in fog, which is sometimes removed by the wind, 
neither of which is conducive to great flying.  However, when 
we do have a good day, it is so beautiful that you forget all 
about he bad days.  But do not despair, the best weather is yet 
to come.  September, October, November and into December 
is some of the best flying weather for our current field.  Look 

ahead, and prepare your aircraft and equipment.  Don’t 
overlook things like TX and RX battery condition, as batteries 
do not last forever.  Check servos and pushrod links, and above 
all, be sure to balance all your propellers.  Sometimes it’s the 
(so called) little things that count. 
 
Until next time, fly safely, fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
 

Minutes  - July 17 , 2002 
                           Kirk Phaling  
     Before we get into the nuts and bolts of the minutes, I'd like 
to make a few comments on the PCC Picnic & Fly-In held July 
21. What a great day. The company was grand; the food was 
grand and plentiful; the weather-well that was another story. 
The fog was present early but soon gave way to sun - however, 
the wind was strong from the south and kept up that way all 
day - also very gusty. A few brave souls put planes in the air 
off and on all day. Seen doing this were Grant Sawai, Jake 
Chichilitti, John Bassetto, Dave Weldon, Oliver Salles, and 
Dishon Dancy flying a helicopter. Everyone else would rather 
not fly and have a plane to fly another day. However, 
those who did fly had no disasters - good piloting. 
     The rest of us - and there was a goodly crowd - spent the 
day watching the fliers and speculating on who would be first 
to wind up in the dumper. Fortunately, it didn't happen. A lot 
of time was also spent in shooting the breeze with members 
one doesn't see on his normal flying days. 
     A big round of applause has to go to those who laid on the 
Bar-B-Que. Harry Smith was Chief Chef and Dennis Lowery 
had a hand in things. I'm not sure who else helped - Harry can 
enlighten us at the August meeting. 
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     Even though most of us didn't fly, we had a fine time. The 
turn out of members was exceptional and quite a number of 
lovely ladies showed up. All in all, the day was a great success.  
     And now on to the rest of the story.  
     The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M. by Pres. 
Harry Smith. This months attendance was back up to what 
can be called normal. Three guests were present - Rick, 
Richard, and Eivo. The minutes of the June meeting were 
approved as published in the newsletter. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell gave this report. All is 
well. 
 
FIELD MAINTENANCE:  The field has been recently cut. 
Dennis  is going to replace the mower blades.  
 
MEMBERSHIP:  George Wolf and Mario Aurelio  were 
voted in as Full members.  Brian Wolf (son of George) was 
voted in as a Junior Member. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The Tomcats of Morgan Hill will 
hold Warbird races on August 10.  EBRC will have a Giant 
Scale Fun Fly on August 17. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   The PCC Fun Fly is scheduled for August 
18. We need at least 10 entrants to make it work. Call Harry 
Smith to let him know if you can enter the contest. 
     Soon the Library is going to be having some work done and 
our usual meeting room will not be available. The August 
meeting WILL be held in the USUAL place. Ellsworth will 
have the info for the new spot at the next meeting. It will be in 
the immediate vicinity of the library. Specific info will be 
given at the next meeting. 
     Harry Smith noted that the location of the next Annual 
Banquet was discussed at the last Board meeting. Several 
places were discussed and will be evaluated. If any member 
has a suggestion call Harry or any Board member. 
 
D.O.M .: Charlie Wajdak added floats to his RobinHood and 
was flying it at Lake Hennessy when the motor quit. He 
wanted to land it near the shore but made the mistake of 
bringing it in perpendicular to the shore. It landed fine and 
kept going up on the shore and into a bunch of chairs. Charlie  
had the luck of the Irish - the plane is fine.  
     In another fine display of piloting Jim Reimholz had his 
new SEAMASTER with reversed ailerons. Tricky to fly. 
     NOTE: Call Jake Chichilitti for info on float flying at 
Lake Hennessey. 
 
HITS & MISSES: The following was not discussed at the 
meeting but it should be called to the attention of all.  Several 

members have the Hobbico Digital Voltmeter. It has a 
problem. When the internal 9 volt battery starts to get low, the 
meter readings begin to get high. This can be misleading as to 
the condition of the batteries being checked. Change the 
internal battery often-keep on the look-out for abnormally high 
meter readings as an indicator of volt-meter battery failure. 
 
SHOW & TELL:  
     Kirk Phaling showed a Cirrus gyro which he is going to 
use on the rudder of his Big Stik in an attempt to make it easier 
to learn to hover. The gyro is a piezo crystal type and is quite 
small.  It weighs just a few grams and only draws 10 ma. So 
there is no weight nor current penalty. The gyro could be used 
on elevator or ailerons. It would be a great help in controlling a 
tail dragger that is flaky on takeoff by using it on the rudder. 
     Harry Smith had a fine looking 2.8 cu.in. gas twin from 
RC Showcase. It is rear induction (no reed valve) with Walbro 
carb. and has electronic ignition. Weighs 64 oz. Made by 
Moki. Swings a 20 by 10 prop and is for 18 to 20 lb. planes. 
Harry does not know as yet what he is going to put it in. 
     Mr. Unknown had an ARF trainer, just finished, but not 
flown as yet. He has to patch the wing covering because his 
brother poked a hole in it. (that should rate a S.A.D. patch). 
     Ken Martinez had his finally finished float-land plane 
which he has been bringing to each meeting for about the last 6 
months (that's according to Ken). He says it will fly some day. 
Great looking plane. 
     Richard Unknown had a nice looking big Great Planes 
Cub on floats. Has an O.S. .91 4 cycle for power and a Hitec 
radio for guidance. 
     The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M. and was followed by 
the "Bassetto" raffle. Winner were Eric Einarsson, Dave 
Weldon, Mario Aurelio  and Bob Brooks (twice each), 
Ellsworth Crowell, Harry Smith, Charlie Wajdak, and 
Eivo. 
 
Kirk  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
     I couldn’t make the picnic so I’ll just quote Ellsworth’s  
note:  
     “Took several pictures at PCC club picnic and barbecue. 
Must have been 25 cars and people. A couple from 
Aeromodelers and rest from PCC and visitors.  Good group.  
Sorry too much wind.  15 to 20 mph and gusty.  Not much 
flying just Jake  and Grant and Dave Weldon.  Some kite 
flyers.  Jake , Gary Ware  and Oliver.  Dishon Dancy flew his 
helicopter real good in the wind.  Real good barbecue.  Harry 
was a great barbecue chairman.  Jake cutting or slicing 
tomatoes.  Robert Brooks cooking hamburgers and hot dogs.  
Nobody went hungry.  I supplied lots of cold sodas.  We were 
all disappointed Harry couldn’t fly his Vortec but maybe 
another day.” 
     Guess Kirk must’ve been telling the truth because his story 



 3

checks out with Ellsworth’s.  Good to hear that Dave Weldon 
is well enough to do some flying.  And Gary Ware  too. 
    As for me, I was in Hawaii attending my nephew’s wedding.  
I was able to help get Plecer “Chuck” Samson, a former 
PCCer get back into flying.  He hadn’t flown an airplane for 
nearly three years but as soon as he took the transmitter, it 
instantly came back.  He made it down to the flying field at six 
in the morning… twice.  He was determined to get flying 
again. 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  August 
 
    11  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    18  PCC Fun-fly @ field 
    21  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
 
  September 
 
    15  Gremlin/Combat flying @ PCC field 
    18  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 
    Thanks to Ellsworth for taking the pictures…. And            
Jean Crowell for putting the stamps on the email! 

 

 
Former PCCer Chuck Samson in Hawaii with his brand 
new Tower 60 Trainer.  Hasn’t lost his flying skills!  He 
was at the field by 6:00 a.m. 

Jim Reimholz’s Electric Aeronca Champ in flight. 
 

Charlie, Jake’s wife (?), Bob, Jake and Ray with Ell’s 
seaplane. 
 

Grant with his brand new Cap 232. 
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Dishon watching (?) fly a kite.  He looks interested.  
 

 
Does that look cold?   Hold on to your hat.  When’s lunch?  
 

 
Important stuff being discussed here.  (When’s lunch?) 
 

A few of the guys saying, “When’s lunch!”  That looks like 
Mario Aurelio, Ed Donlin and Grant. 

Jake busy preparing lunch with Lou supervising. 
 

Lunch time! 
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Harry working his magic.  Yipeee!  It’s lunch! 
 

 
Jake enjoying the fruits of his labor.   
 

Oh, oh!  Gary bringing out the heavy stuff. 

Oliver doing a range check on his kite. 
 

Engine revved up and ready for release.  
 

Radio interference caused this crash.
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  August 21 , 2002  


