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   November 2002 Next Meeting: November 20 , 2002  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  

HELP!   
 
PCC needs a lap top computer  in order to get the live camera 
system at our field going.  If you can donate one or sell one at 
a reasonable price, please call Charlie Wajdak or Harry Smith! 
 
 

President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
     The PCC auction was very successful.  On behalf of PCC, I 
thank everyone who assisted and participated, and hope both 
sellers and buyers got everything they hoped for.  A special 
thanks to all who donated items for which PCC received the 
entire proceeds. 
 
     November is the time to nominate club officers for the 
coming year.  Even thought I am willing to “give it a go” as 
president for the coming year, if someone else would like to 
contribute to the effort, please volunteer.  Also, be thinking 
about candidates for “Member of the year”.  Everyone is 
encouraged to offer suggestions on how to increase our 
membership and participation in club events.  Flying is fun, 
but there is also a social side to this hobby/sport.  At the 
December meeting we vote for the 2003 club officers and 
member of the year. 
 
     December and January is a critical time for renewal of 
AMA and PCC membership.  Please take care of both in a 
timely manner.  Also, January 18, 2002 is the date for the 
annual PCC Banquet, which will be held at Harry’s Hofbrau, 
1909 El Camino Real, Redwood City, CA.  The price will be 

$25. per person and will include a complete buffet dinner in a 
private room.  Please make your reservations and payments as 
soon as possible.  Please contact Ellsworth, Kirk, or me 
regarding the banquet.  Wives and friends are invited to join 
the event.  Anyone who can contribute or obtain door prizes is 
encouraged to do so. 
 
     Don’t forget to bring something “RC” related to the 
meeting, along with a prospective new club member.  Have a 
safe and happy Thanksgiving  holiday. 
 
Fly safely, fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
 
 

Minutes  - October 16 , 2002 
                           Kirk Phaling 
 
     If you missed the information in the December issue of 
Model Aviation, the Outdoor Channel on TV will be running a 
new 26 week series for aeromodelers: "Inside R/C". It will 
start the week of Dec. 29, 2002. For the exact air date and 
times, log onto www.insiderc.com. To find out how you can 
get the Outdoor Channel, go to www.outdoorchannel.com. 
 
     Pres. Harry Smith called the October meeting to order at 
7:45 P.M. This being the night of the Annual PCC Auction 
there was no Raffle. The minutes of the Sept. meeting were 
approved as published in the newsletter. The business part was 
very brief. 
     Frank "Corky" Corcoran, a former member, was voted in 
as a Full member. Mario Aurelio was awarded a SOLO 
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certificate and Ed Donlin got his SOLO and A certificates. 
Congrats to all three members. 
 
     Dave Weldon gave a short dissertation on the progress of 
the field camera-it's progressing nicely. 
     The nominations for the year 2003 club officers will 
held at the November meeting. The election will be in 
December. 
 
     The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M. and the Auction  
followed.  
 
     John Bassetto was the Auctioneer and as in the past he  
did a great job. Kept the action moving-never a dull moment. 
There was a nice selection of items for sale, a good crowd of 
buyers, and many great buys. There were a number of items 
sold with the entire proceeds donated to the club. Many thanks 
to those good hearted members. The total income for PCC was 
approximately $ 328.00. A good Auction. 
 
Kirk  
 
 

Treasurer’s Column 
                         Ellsworth Crowell 
 
     Club members, if you haven’t renewed you’re A.M.A. for 
year 2003, you’d better get a move on.  You need your 2003 
A.M.A. to renew your P.C.C. membership for 2003. 
 
     When you receive your 2003 A.M.A. card, mail me a copy 
of it along with your check made out to P.C.C. for $65.00.   
My address is: 
 
         Ellsworth Crowell 
         424 Oxford Way 
         Belmont,  CA  94002 
 
     These members need not show me their A.M.A. card for 
2003 as I have seen it already.  Robert Brooks, Robert 
Johnson, Danny Williams, Paul Klahn, Grant Sawai, John 
Kitching, Ray Lucchesi, Gary Ware, Walter Oyung and 
Ronald Pacher. 
 
     Paul Klahn is #1 paying his dues for 2003.  Who’s next? 
 
     Great auction at our last meeting profit was $328.00.  Lots 
of stuff donated to P.C.C.  Quite a bit of better than the $158 in 
2001, and the $180 in 2000. 
 
     Many Thanks to our chief auctioneer John Bassetto, Kirk 
Phaling, our recorder and Dave Santana, the money collector.  
Let’s not forget Jeff Obertelli who kept John supplied with 
items to sell.  Thanks to Paul Lum who took all the pictures of 
the auction at the auction. 

 
     Looks like P.C.C.’s banquet will be at Harry’s Hofbrau in 
Redwood City.  The price will be a lot cheaper than $50, last 
year’s price.  So lets all plan on coming and having a great 
time. 
 
Ellsworth  
 
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 
     Another great auction lead by our illustrious head 
auctioneer, and club clown, John Bassetto.  Thanks John.  
You did a fantastic job.  Again!  You are a treasure to our 
club!!!  You make the auction absolutely enjoyable.  And 
funny.  I’m looking forward to next year’s auction.   
 
     Also, thanks to Jeff Obertelli, Kirk Phaling and Dave 
Santana.  And to all those who did their part, bringing the 
coffee & doughnuts, setting up the chairs and tables.  And, of 
course, the buyers. 
 
     This year a special thanks goes to Grant Sawai who 
donated the proceeds from the sale of an unused radio system 
to the club.  I’m not sure if this was the reason for this year’s 
increase in the club’s gain.  Thanks Grant!!! 
 
    Yes, we’ve had some pretty rotten weather but we’ve also 
had a good dose of those absolutely beautiful days for flying.  I 
still say that, after 28 years of flying, I have never flown at 
another field where flying conditions can become as perfect as 
PCC’s.  It can’t get better than this.  Throttle up, point your 
plane, let the sticks go and watch your plane fly in an 
absolutely straight line.  No bumps.  So if you haven’t done so 
lately, go do some flying.  I know I am. 
 
     Dave Weldon is putting together a live camera system for 
our flying field.  When it’s done, you’ll be able to view the 
flying conditions at the field through your computer.  Imagine 
that!  You won’t be having to drive all the way down to the 
field only to find that it’s socked in.  But, Dave  needs your 
help.  He needs to get hold of a lap top computer to get the 
system working.  So, if you have a lap top computer that you 
can donate to the club or are willing to sell one at a low price, 
please call Harry Smith or Charlie Wajdak….or even me.  
The club will really appreciate it. 
 
     At the next meeting, John Bassetto is planning to show his 
video he took at lake Hennessey.  Hope it works out. 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
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Upcoming Events 
 
  November 
 
    17  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
    20  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library, 
         nominations for new club officers 
 
  December 
 
    18  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
             Election of Officers and "Member of the 
             Year" 
 

PCC September Float Fly At Lake 
Hennessey 
 
     We left home at about 7:00 a.m.  After a nice breakfast a 
Marie Calendar's where we all meet, we headed for the lake.  
We arrived at approximately 9:45 and Jake was second in the 
air.  A beautiful day, not too hot and not too cold.  Just right 
with a slight breeze (now and then) to put a little ripple on the 
water.  There were 15 pilots and about 17 planes and one 
sailboat.  Ten pilots from PCC and five from other clubs.  Only 
one Cub got damaged on take-off.   
 
     After a great day of flying, with a lot of touch and goes, we 
headed home at about 4:15 p.m.  Of course we stopped for our 
monthly chocolate shake and fries in Napa.  If you want to go 
and fly, bring a float plane.  If not, come and watch. 
 
     Next scheduled float fly is October 26.  After that, maybe in 
November, if it doesn’t rain.   
We are thinking of Float Flying the last Saturday of each 
month, if it doesn’t rain. 
 
     Some of the fliers were Jake, Ellsworth, Ken, George, 
Ray, Marko, Lou, Lloyd, Olivier and many more. 
 
Ellsworth  
 

BE  SURE  TO RENEW YOUR  
A.M.A. MEMBERSHIP! 
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 
 

Ed Donlin and Mario Aurelio getting their certificates.  
Making progress! 

Pre-auction inspections. 
 

Tension building as we got closer to starting 
time.
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Officers doing their official business before the meeting.   
 

 
Clutsy Dave dropped an engine while inspecting it.  No 
damage. 

 
Here’s our man John Bassetto getting top dollar for the radio 
donated by Grant. 
 

 
John skillfully pitting one bidder against another in order to 
squeeze the last penny. 

 
John would go to any length to get the buyers motivated.  Jeff 
wishing he had a hat like John. 

 
John displaying another airplane for sale. 
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The big spenders were there! 
 

 
Grant getting ready to fire up his Aeroworks 90 sized 540 
Edge.  Flies great. 

 
Ellsworth offering Marko some doughnuts at the field.  Look 
at the flag.  Hanging straight down.  Just another  beautiful 
day for flying. 
 

 
Warren Olsen forwarded some of these pictures and some 
came from John Bassetto’s webpage. 

 
Can you see the splashes made by the prop and the float 
hitting the water? 

 
Here comes Marko to the rescue!  I think hese pictures were 
taken at lake Hennessey.
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  November 20, 2002 


