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President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
     At the November meeting the current slate of PCC Officers 
and Board members were nominated for another term in office.  
No other nominations were offered.  At the December meeting 
there will be one last opportunity to make nominations prior to 
the vote on those already nominated.  Members present will  
also be asked to place their vote for “Member of the Year”, 
which should be someone who has contributed in a substantial 
way to the benefit of the club during the 2002 year.  The 
winner will be announced at the PCC Banquet on Saturday, 
January 18, 2003. 
     The first order of PCC business for the 2003 year will be 
establishing a budget and scheduling desired club events for 
the next twelve months.  Please renew AMA and PCC 
memberships as timely as possible because this could impact 
our new budget.  The recent downturn in the economy has 
affected us all, but club expenses have not dropped.  PCC is a 
non-profit organization, but we must strive to at least “break 
even”.  Always be alert to prospective new members because 
we need about 100 dues paying members to balance the 
budget.  
     Any members out there willing to help with the coffee and 
doughnuts and/or the raffle at the monthly meetings should 
contact any club officer.  Marco Pinto has volunteered for the 
field maintenance/lawn mower position.  Thanks Marco.  
Hopefully John Bassetto will continue as “Raffle Master”, as 
he and Eric Einarsson have made the monthly raffle a real 
guessing game, like a box of assorted chocolates, you never 
know what you might get! 
     All PCC members planning to attend the annual banquet are 
urged to notify Kirk Phaling, Ellsworth Crowell, or me as 

timely as possible.  The January 15th club meeting will be the 
deadline for paying the $25 per person.  Members are 
encouraged to bring their spouses, or if single, a friend.  And 
remember, we can always use donated door prizes for the 
banquet.  We are also open to suggestions for an interesting 
speaker to give a 15-20 minute presentation on any aircraft 
related subject.  If all goes as planned, the banquet will  be at 
Harry’s Hofbrau, 1909 El Camino Real, Redwood City 
(intersection of Woodside Rd. and El Camino Real) on 
Saturday, January 18, 2003.  The restaurant will have an open 
bar.  Additional information should be available at the next 
PCC meeting. 
     Safety is no accident.  Always make engine adjustments 
from behind the turning prop, and never rev the engine while 
you or anyone else is in front of the aircraft.  Always check 
flight control surfaces for tightness and proper direction of 
movement before every flying session.  Never taxi under 
power in the hot pit area, someone should be holding the 
aircraft until you reach the flight line.  Check your battery 
condition after every flight, it only takes a second, which is a 
lot less time than it takes to repair a crashed plane.  Never turn 
on your transmitter at the field unless you have the proper 
frequency tag from the TX impound box.   Flying is fun, but an 
accident can really ruin your day.  Have a happy, fun holiday. 
     Fly safely, fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
 
 

Minutes  - November 20 , 2002 
                           Kirk Phaling 
     A funny thing happened a few days after the last meeting. I 
was browsing through a back issue of Flying Models magazine 
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and Lo & Behold there was a picture of the Zoom Copter. My 
sister had sent me one about a week before the Nov. 20 
meeting and I had brought it for Show & Tell. It's a ready-to-
fly, modern variation of an old homemade toy of the '30s 
and'40s. A launcher fits on a spindle underneath the model and 
spun by pulling a string. It will fly up to about 40 feet high and 
then auto rotate down to a perfect land- ing on its skids. The 
picture is in the F/F Sport column of FM in the Dec.,2001 
issue. 
     If you are too young to remember the '30s and '40s we used 
to make a tin prop out of a coffee can lid, drive two headless 
nails into an empty sewing thread spool, punch mating holes in 
the prop and then place the prop over the nails.  You then put 
the spool over a pencil or dowel, wound a length of string 
around the spool and gave it a yank. The prop would whiz off 
the spool and fly up and give a nice flight. And it didn't cost 
anything-which was a good thing in those days when a loaf of 
bread only cost five cents. 
     This modern version is a realistic looking helicopter and is 
sold under several names at toy stores. The FM columnist 
bought his at Toys-R-Us. It is named the Zoom Copter as is the 
one my sister sent me. A lot of fun, especially for kids. I fly 
mine in our cul-de-sac and it lands on the skids every time. 
     And now on to main business. Pres. Harry Smith called 
the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. Five guests were present. 
One was former member Hans Beck who is returning to the 
fold. Another was his son Mike. All guests are applying for 
membership. 
     The minutes of the October meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter. RaffleMaster John Bassetto 
displayed the raffle prizes. A big rush for tickets followed and 
a short hold had to be put on the agenda to allow for the 
purchasing. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER: The report was given by longtime holder of 
this office, Ellsworth Crowell. 
 
SAFETY: Paul Klahn said he had not seen any problems 
when he has been at the field nor has any problem been 
reported to him. Keep flying SAFELY. 
 
FIELD: Dennis Lowery reported that the field is ok as of 
now. 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Robert Hixon and Eric Orme  were voted 
in as Full members. Congrats to Bob and Eric. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Annual PCC Banquet will be held 
at Harry's Hofbrau in Redwood City on Saturday, Jan.18, 
2003. The cost will be $25.00 per person and you can sign up 
anytime. Call Harry Smith or Ellsworth Crowell. 
     Interest in float flying seems to be increasing. If interested 
call Jake Chichilitti for info. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
     Dave Weldon showed the camera which wil be installed at 
the field to display wx conditions. It is SMALL. He plans on 
trying out the system in about a week or so. Things are 
progressing. We need a new phone at the field-like the old 
style heavy type so that the handset wont get bumped off. Does 
anyone have one to donate?? 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
     Nominations for 2003 officers was on the agenda. Alonzo 
Richardson made a motion to nominate the existing officers for 
another term in 2003 and to close the nominations (including 
the present board members). The motion was seconded, voted 
on, and passed. 
     The election will be at the December meeting. Any 
additional nominations can be made prior to the vote. 
      
D.O.M.: Mike Beck and John Bassetto were nominated for 
this award.  John B. was the winner. 
     Harry Smith noted that the trophy is getting too large and 
it is time to retire it at the end of the year and start a new one. 
 
HITS & MISSES: Ken Martinez sez COSTCO has a Dremel 
kit of attachments for only $17.00 - a great buy. 
     Ellsworth Crowell paid a visit to "Twice as Nice" at HMB 
and was impressed.  It is four stores in one-Tools, Jewelers, 
Grocers, and Variety. Good buys. The place is in the mini mall 
behind the Olympic gas station at the intersection of 92 and 
Main St. 
 
SHOW & TELL: Kirk Phaling showed his new ARF. A 
"ZOOM COPTER".  It's a modern day version of on old home 
made toy of years ago.  Flies great. See the story at the front of 
the newsletter. 
     John Bassetto had a set of 40 size floats he made. 
     Dennis Lowery had a P 51 made from a Great Planes kit. 
Has a Saito .61 and retracts. He says the kit was not that great. 
It suggests using Dave Brown retracts but they are hard to get 
installed and work right. Has not used the retracts yet but the 
plane flies very well. 
     Grant Sawai showed a prototype of a Rico Dalmau high 
wing plane using a "Somethin Extra" wing and landing gear. 
Kit is all laser cut. Weighs five pounds with a Saito .72. 
     Bob Hixon had a big prop made of laminated poplar which 
he made for display.  Looked to be about 5 to 5.5 feet and was 
very nicely finished. He used hand tools and a band saw to 
make it.  It will hang in his shop. 
 
     Dave Santana had a Laser 200 by MK which he bought 
from Bruce Estes. It is powered by a Super Tiger .90. Dave 
made a special muffler for it. Plane looked great. 
     The meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M. and was followed by 
the raffle. 
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     Winners were Dennis Lowery (twice), Grant Sawai, John 
Bassetto (twice), George Wolf, Mike Beck, Bob Hixon, 
John Kitching, Paul Klahn, Warren Olson, and Dave 
Weldon. 
 
Kirk  
 

Treasurer’s Column 
                                                                      Ellsworth Crowell 
 
Fellow Members: 
     When you receive your 2003 A.M.A. membership card, 
mail me a copy along with your annual P.C.C. dues payment 
check of $65 made out to P.C.C.  Mail to: 
 
          ELLSWROTH CROWELL 
          424 OXFORD WAY 
          BELMONT,  CA  94002-2752 
 
     As a reminder to late paying members, on January 1, the 
dues go up to $75, on February 1 the deus go up to $85.  Don't 
get caught paying a penalty.  Pay now!  Please attach your 
2003 year bar to your name badge and wear it at the field. 
As of January 1, 2003, we want to know the members who 
have their A.M.A. and have paid their 2003 dues. 
     Don't forget the P.C.C. annual banquet on January 18, 2003 
at Harry's Hofbrau in Redwood City.  Many prizes and good 
times to be had.  Be there!  Don't be square! 
 
Ellsworth  
 
     P.S.:  There has been great flying at the field.  Sunshine, no 
wind, warm.  Just great.  I hope you haven't been missing it. 
 
   

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
  We had a string of really nice flying days.  A little hazy but 
very light winds.  That’s typical of this time of the year.  We’ll 
probably have a few more great flying days between the rain 
storms.  So start your winter projects but don’t put your planes 
away and keep your radio charged. 
     Saturday night was a busy night for Grant.  He called a 
bunch of guys to set up a picnic for Sunday.  The weather 
cooperated 100%.  It was calm and relatively warm.  A bit 
hazy but still a great day.   Darrow Watt flew his trainer 
…he’ll improve someday.  The laugh of the day was when he 
stalled the trainer on one of his touch n go’s.  The plane 
crashed on the west side of the runway.   But the engine kept 
running.  Darrow dusted off some of the grass, put the plane 
on the runway and resumed his show off flying.   Then Dishon 
showed us some wild 3D helicopter flying.  Amazing how a 
helicopter can stay together under such stress. 
     Jake flew his biplane and his twin engine trainer…along 

with his stick.  Ken M  flew his Slow Poke but stuffed his Lala 
on take off.  Oliver had a flame out with his Extra… it had a 
burial at sea.  Hmmm!  Who holds the record for number of 
airplanes in the ocean?  He went down to Martin’s beach but 
recovered only a 2” x 3” piece of the cowl.  Marco was 
struggling with the engine on his pink Cub.  It may be paying 
off because it seems to be flying better now.  
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  December 
 
    18  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library
           Election of Officers and "Member of                                       
           the Year" 
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 

Oliver with his Gremlin before the accident. 
 
     Oliver was enjoying his Gremlin when the covering of one 
of the wings started to lift.  A piece of the covering near the 
leading edge of one wing started to lift and created a “speed 
brake” about an inch high across.  If he kept the speed up, the 
plane would fly almost normally.  But when he throttled back, 
the “speed brake” would kick in, yawing the plane to the right.  
He said it’ll fly again.  It’s a Gremlin! 
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A new flyer, Mark, with his own designed airplane in 
Christmas green.   Look at that flag and the sky.  

 
Grant with his repaired Gizmo.  It went in at SACRC.  
This day it was almost totaled due to a bad receiver(?). 

 
Grant with his nephew, Sage.  See the  resemblance?  

A crowd checking out Dishon’s helicopter. 
 

Darrow helping Ed Donlin get his Big Stik 60 (90) set up. 

Ellsworth not wanting to get his picture taken.  
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Marco videoing Ellsworth running up his engine. 
 

 
Marco’s Dad and Grant cooking up lunch.  Hmmmm!  
Food always tastes great at the field. 

 
Ken & Ells eating with Lou getting his food. 

Dishon programming his radio before a flight. 
 

Dave Santana getting his plane started.  See his summer 
wear?  It was that nice. 

There was a lot of guy at the field on Sunday.
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  December 18 , 2002  


