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   January  2003 Next Meeting: January 15 , 2003  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  

President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
     Happy New Year!  Hopefully everyone has had a safe, 
healthy and happy holiday season.  However, on Saturday, 
January 18, 2003 there is another event which will extend the 
fun season.  The PCC Banquet is scheduled to begin about 
6:30PM (social hour) with meal to follow, before the 
installation of club officers for the 2003 year and 
announcement of the 2002 PCC Member of the Year.  We also 
hope to have a few door prizes for lucky ticket holders.  The 
location for the banquet will be Harry’s Hofbrau, 1909 El 
Camino Real, Redwood City, CA.  You will have a choice of 
beef, chicken, turkey, lasagna or Super Salad for entrée.  The 
usual veggies, and a wide variety of desserts and beverages.  
The price is $25 per person and the deadline for payment is the 
PCC monthly meeting on January 15, 2003.  You are 
encouraged to bring your wife or friend along.  Hope to see 
you there. 
 
     Have you made any resolutions for the New Year?  How 
about resolving to improve your flying skills, which involves 
flying more frequently.  This is one activity in which your skill 
significantly increases the amount of your fun.  The 
possibilities are almost unlimited.  You will notice in the 2003 
schedule of club events (on PCC web site) that there will be 
some opportunities for float flying at Lake Hennessey on the 
last Saturday of most months (weather permitting) and Jake 
Chichilitti is the contact person.  This is an informal, fun 
activity. 
 
     If you have not already done so, please renew your PCC 
membership as timely as possible by sending a check, along 

with a copy of your 2003 AMA membership card to the club 
Treasurer, Ellsworth Crowell.  There are penalties for late 
renewals and we solicit your support.  Also, invite a friend to 
attend a club meeting or accompany you to the field if you 
think they may be a potential new member. 
 
     As you all know, this is the rainy season and you are 
reminded that the field parking area may become very wet.  If 
you go to the field after heavy rains, please park on the gravel 
area and walk up to the pit parking area to make sure it is not 
too wet to drive and park upon.  It takes a long time for deep 
muddy wheel ruts to return to normal. 
 
     Don’t forget to bring something aircraft related to the 
meeting.  It entitles you to a free raffle ticket, and it lets others 
know more about what is going on in the club.  We also need 
volunteers for the coffee maker and doughnut picker-upper for 
our monthly meetings.  Don’t be bashful, just do it!  It will be 
appreciated too! 
 
     Fly safely, fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
 

Minutes  - December 18, 2002 
                           Kirk Phaling  
 
     It's a little hard to believe that this is the end of another 
year. One truth is evident - the older one gets the faster time 
flies. And on to the business at hand. Pres. Harry Smith called 
the meeting to order at 7:40 P.M. No guests were present. 
Attendance was low - probably due to being so close to 
Christmas.   
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     The minutes of the November meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter. RaffleMaster John Bassetto 
displayed the raffle prizes.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  
 
     Ellsworth Crowell gave this vital report. All is well 
financially. 
 
SAFETY:  
 
      Paul said things have been safe when he has been at the 
field and probably safer when he’s not there (that was a joke, 
son). 
 
     Dave Santana noted that the Hot Pit is not for spectating. 
Do not bring the chairs into that area and sit around gabbing. 
The Hot Pit area is for starting engines only. 
 
FIELD:  
 
     With the start of the rainy season, members should be 
aware of the mud problem where we normally park. This area 
can get very soft and cause cars to get stuck in the mud. This 
happened several  times last year. After rains it would be a 
good idea to park on the gravel by the "facility" and carry your 
gear to the pits.  
 
MEMBERSHIP :  
 
     Corry Gee and Scott Eustace were voted in as Full 
Members. Congrats to you both. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT:  
 
     The Annual PCC Banquet will be held at Harry's Hofbrau 
in Redwood City on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2003. The cost $25.00 
per person. PCC meeting night, Jan. 15 is the deadline for 
paying.  Send your check to Harry Smith or Ellsworth 
Crowell. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
     The main business at hand was the election of 2003 officers 
and "Member of the Year". As noted last month, the 2002 
officers were nominated for 2003. There were no other 
nominations at this meeting. The vote was unanimous. The 
2002 officers were reelected to serve for 2003. The results of 
the Member Of The Year vote will be announced at the 
Banquet. 
 
     Dave Weldon was not present (had strep throat) and could  
not give a status report on the field camera. 
  

    We will need a volunteer to get the donuts for 2003 
meetings. It was noted that Dennis Lowery (unbeknown by 
most members) has been buying the donuts out of his own 
pocket sometimes. Thank you, Dennis. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
     None. 
 
D.O.M.  
 
     Olivier Salles got the award this month. He took off north, 
turned left and went smack into the ocean. Nothing survived. 
Olivier will start a new trophy as the existing one is full and 
will be retired at the banquet. 
S.A.D.  
 
     Ken Martinez got this award. He took off, turned right and 
went into the ground. All pieces were recovered and the plane 
will be rebuilt. 
 
     This leads to another great truth - don't take off and you'll 
never lose a plane. 
 
HITS & MISSES:  
 
     Jim Riemholz has info about a computer program to design 
a 2-stage muffler that works great in lowering the sound from 
large engines. 
 
     Ken Martinez had to repair a wing. To make the ribs he 
used a good rib to make a pattern for new ribs. He stacked 
blanks with double sided tape. After cutting out and sanding, 
he dribbled alcohol between the ribs to soften the adhesive. 
Worked fine. 
 
SHOW & TELL: 
 
     Ray Squires had a very nice looking pattern plane which 
his Dad found for him at an estate sale for $100. All built, 
complete with an Enya 60 engine, and an old radio system.  
Has a great paint job.  Ray had no info on what the plane is, 
but it looks like a Bridi Dirty Birdy. 
 
     Olivier Salles showed a Sig 4-Star 60 on which he is going 
to install floats. Seems like the float flying movement is 
growing. 
 
     The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. and was followed by  
the Raffle.  
 
     Winners were: Brian Wolf (twice), Eric Einarsson, Corry 
Gee (twice), John Bassetto (twice), Mike Nadler, Stan 
Muniz, Paul Klahn, and Olivier Salles. 
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Kirk  
 

Treasurer’s Column 
                         Ellsworth Crowell 
 
     It is now past the December 31st deadline for renewing your 
P.C.C. dues for 2003.  The renewal fee is now $75.00 if you 
renew in January, and $85.00 if you wait until February.  If 
renewal is not made by the March 19th meeting, you will be 
dropped from the P.C.C. roster.  Don’t forget to include a copy 
of your 2003 A.M.A. membership card and mail it to: 
 
ELLSWORTH CROWELL 
424 OXFORD WAY 
BELMONT,  CA  94002-2752-21 
 
     Please attach your 2003 year bar to your field badge.  The 
field badge with your year bar attached is to be worn at the 
field at ALL TIMES!!!  Not only does it verify that you are a 
paid up member for 2003, it also helps other members to get to 
know your name.   
 
     Reminder:  Please mark your transmitter with your name, 
telephone number and frequency number flag.  Be sure your 
airplane has your name and address on it somewhere.   
 
     THIS IS AN AMA REQUIREMENT! 
 
     If you need some name stickers for your plane, see the 
treasurer.  
 
     Let’s all come to the P.C.C. banquet on Saturday, January 
18, at Harry’s Hofbrau at 1909 El Camino Real in Redwood 
City.  Only $25.00 each.  Half as much as last year.  As I said 
last month, “Be there.  Don’t be Square.” 
 
     Also, don’t forget to lock the field, “Lock To Lock”. 
 
Ellsworth  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 
‘Bye 2002 
 
     The year 2002 is now history.  I think the worst that 
happened in 2002 was when some thieves descended upon our 
field and stole our grill.   Oh yes, and the wind blowing our 
back up grill to the barbed wire fence at the north end of the 
field.  But that was recovered.  Otherwise, 2002 was a very 
good year.  Nothing really bad happened to our club.  Guess 
that means that our club officers did a very good job.  Harry 
Smith, Charlie Wajdak, Kirk Phaling and Ellsworth 

Crowell. (We can’t blame the fog on them.)  Other members 
pitched in too, like Dennis Lowry taking care of the field and 
the doughnuts at the meeting, John Bassetto running the raffle 
and being our auctioneer,  Roberto Orique  and Bill Newman 
doing technical stuff at the field.  Paul Klahn for keeping the 
field safe, Greg Heumann for running our website, Jake 
Chichilitti for float flying and a lot of other stuff.  Guys that 
kept the meetings alive, like Alonzo Richardson, Bruce 
Estes, Jim Reimholz,  Eric Einarsson , Jeff Obertelli, 
Marco Pinto, Wally Cain, Wayne Weathers, Dave Santana, 
Olivier Salles and Ken Martinez.  Guys that helped at the 
field… like Lou Fontenot, Ray Squires.   Who can forget 
Grant Sawai with his airplanes and barbecues?  Then there 
were the guys who were just there to make the flying more fun, 
like Mickey Darata, Bob Johnson, Dave Weldon, Joe 
Ramirez, Tom Akins .  And to all the other guys I can’t recall 
right now, and the rest of the members who were just 
members, thanks for making 2002 with P.C.C. a very good 
year!   
 
FUEL FILTERS 
 
     To filter or not to filter.  That is the question.  This is an 
important question because I’ve seen many flyers spend hours 
fiddling with their engines.  They usually say, “Gee, it worked 
fine during the last flight.”  Or, “It ran great yesterday!”  And, 
I’ve seen many crashes caused by flame outs.  One major 
culprit is .. DIRTY FUEL!  Here are some quotes from several 
engine manufacturers’ instruction manuals:   
 
OS INTRUCTIONS:  .40 FX, .46 FX, .61 FX, .91 FX  
CARBURETOR CLEANLINESS  
     “The correct functioning of the carburetor depends on its 
small fuel orifices remaining clear. The minute particles of 
foreign matter that are present in any fuel, can easily partially 
obstruct these orifices and upset mixture strength so that 
engine performance becomes erratic and unreliable.  
O.S.'Super-Filters'(large and small ) are available, as optional 
extras, to deal with this problem.  One of these filters, fitted to 
the outlet tube inside your refueling container, will prevent the 
entry of foreign material into the fuel tank.  It is also 
recommended that a good in-line filter be installed between the 
tank and needle-valve.  Do not forget to clean the filters 
regularly to remove dirt and lint that accumulate on the filter 
screen.  Also, clean the carburetor itself occasionally.” 
 
YS.Futaba .91-AC  - OPERATOR'S MANUAL 
INSTALLATION 
     “Always use a fuel filter.  We recommend the YS Futaba 
filter.” 
 
SUPER TIGRE INSTRUCTIONS  G-34 TO G-2300  
Fuel Line Installation 
     “We suggest that a fuel filter be installed in the fuel line 
between the carburetor and the fuel tank. The filter will 
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prevent any contaminants in the fuel from clogging the 
carburetor, or damaging the engine parts.” 
 
TOWER .75 INSTRUCTIONS - FUEL LINE :   
     “Connect a medium size silicone fuel line from the fuel 
inlet on the carburetor to the fuel pick-up tube that is 
connected to the clunk in the fuel tank. We suggest that a fuel 
filter be installed in the fuel line between the carburetor and 
the fuel tank. The filter will prevent any contaminants in the 
fuel from clogging the carburetor.” 
 
F.A.Q. FROM BRISON ENGINES - FUEL FILTERS:        
     “Always use high quality fuel filters (use more than one) on 
your fueling system (fuel can) to prevent foreign particles from 
entering your aircraft fuel tank.”  (Gasoline engine carburetors 
ALL have a built-in gas filters.) 
     “CARBURETOR CARE: From time to time, your 
carburetor screen (filter) will need to be cleaned. First clean 
the outside of the carburetor and inspect the screen. Remove 
and wash the screen with clean gasoline and blow off with 
compressed air.” 
 
     I’ve been using fuel filters on all of my engines for year and 
I’ve never had a bad run or a flame out because of crud in the 
fuel line.  So filter them guys and make life a lot easier on 
yourself.   
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
January 
 
  15  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
  18  Annual Banquet, 6:30 p.m., Redwood City 
  25  Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey 
      * (weather permitting, call Jake Chichilitti 
      @ 650-595-8105 for info.)* 
 
February 
 
  11  PCC Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
  16  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
  19  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
  22  Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 

Grant firing up his Dave Patrick Ultimate Bipe 40.  Flies great.  
Watch out, Grant’s planes are lasting longer. 

Olivier starting his 4 Star 60.  It’s a good ‘slow’ flier.  Does 
Olivier look cold? 

Olivier ready for take off.  Really is a good flying airplane.  
Olivier likes it! 
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From November, Ells, Ed and Ken just enjoying themselves. 
 

 
Marco getting ready to fire up his Cub.  The ASP engine is 
breaking in and is now putting out more power. 

 
Just a nice scene of spectators watching Dishon fly his  
helicopter.  See the flag hanging  straight down? 

 
In the last issue of AMA magazine is a photo of Paul 
Rushing with one of his gliders, with the great Pacific 
ocean in the background.  The photo is on page 11 in the 
"Focal Point" section of the magazine and the sailplane is 
called a "Windfreak", and is a flying wing. 

 

A new soon to be member, Brian Troy with his airplane.  He 
did really well on the first flights…rolled by himself!!!  It was 
a near perfect day for flying.  We couldn’t finish the last flight 
because of crud in the fuel line.  Manufacturer did not supply a 
fuel filter.  But watch out for Brian.  He’s good at this.
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  January 15 , 2003 


