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  February 2003 Next Meeting: February 19 , 2003  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  

Meeting Room Change.   Meetings will take 
place in the David Chetcuti room which is located on the 
left side of the ramp connecting the upper and lower 
parking lots.  Not in the Library building!  See bottom for 
a diagram. 
 

President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
     The PCC Banquet was a success!  The food was high 
quality and the servings were so large that many of us took 
food home for additional meals.  Also, there were 28 door 
prizes, so you know there were a lot of happy folks there.   
Please remember that Ron Sheldon (Sheldon’s Hobbies) 
donated the ARF airplane and Airtronics 6 channel radio, and 
Cliff White (J&M Hobbies) gave PCC a discount on the Gift 
Certificates presented to the Member of the Year and included 
with the Presidents Awards.  Please keep this in mind when 
shopping for your favorite R/C needs.  Following is the outline 
used in presenting annual Presidents Awards and Member of 
the Year Award, along with special recognition of a member’s 
wife. 
                       PRESIDENTS  AWARDS 
    Many members have contributed to the progress of PCC 
during the past year(s) and it is impossible to personally 
reward all of them, however several have been selected to 
receive recognition for their contributions to the smooth 
operation of PCC. 
     Not all of the recipients are present tonight, so those not 
present will be identified first. 
     For his volunteer services on PCC work days and picnics, 
and as the “lawn mower man”, and purchaser and delivery man 
of doughnuts for the monthly meetings, many times not 

accepting reimbursement, Dennis Lowry receives a Presidents 
award. 
     Also, we have a member who has been an asset in the area 
of training new flyers, always assisting with field maintenance, 
coordinating a positive image of PCC to the community thru 
the news media, and providing colorful photos of current 
events at the flying field.  He also has been instrumental in the 
timely preparation of the PCC newsletter, which seems to 
improve each month.  This pilot probably flies more hours than 
almost any other member, so by now you all know it is last 
years “member of the year”, Paul Lum.  Congratulations 
Paul. 
     The next recipient of the Presidents award is a long time 
member, who has served in many capacities, including Contest 
Director, President, Safety Officer, “work day worker”, and 
almost every other capacity for which a member can volunteer.  
He has never complained about doing his part.  Also he has 
provided very special hand made prizes for PCC banquets for 
several years.  Some of you may already have recognized that 
it is none other than Paul Klahn.  Congratulations Paul. 
     The last, but certainly not least recipient of the Presidents 
Award is a PCC member who has been at the center of PCC 
activity for many years.  He has ably served in the same 
capacity since I joined PCC in 1993.  He has done an 
outstanding job and I can not recall him ever complaining, 
because he obviously loves what he does.  He has previously 
received the PCC Lifetime Service Award and personally, I 
hope he will continue in his current position for many years to 
come.  Most of you probably already know the guy is 
Ellsworth Crowell.  Congratulations Ellsworth. 
     To be fair, I must also recognize several other members 
who have contributed to the advancement of our club. 
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     Our Vice President, Charlie Wajdak, who has assisted a 
number of new members in learning to fly, as well as hosting 
the PCC Board meetings at his residence.  He also has 
continued to work toward improving the communication 
facilities at the flying field via a real time camera view of 
flying conditions at the PCC field. 
     Then there is Jake Chichiletti, who has been instrumental 
in training new flyers, offering helpful suggestions for field 
improvements and taking on the responsibility for a new 
activity which is a program for “float flying” at Lake 
Hennessey on the last Saturday of most months throughout the 
year. 
     And Ray Squires, who has agreed to serve two consecutive 
terms as a Board Member, and always contributes input for 
PCC affairs.  Ray is also a “float flyer” promoter for the Lake 
Hennessey events. 
     And Wally Cain, who has faithfully brewed the coffee for 
PCC club meetings, and in the past has also purchased the 
doughnuts.  Wally always shows up on field work days. 
     Still another is Kirk Phaling, who has volunteered for 
many PCC duties over the years, ranging from coffee maker 
and doughnut man at PCC meetings to many years as PCC 
Secretary, a Lifetime Service Award  recipient, who is always 
there for PCC. 
     Then a relatively “new kid on the block”, and current Raffle 
Master, John Bassetto (assisted by Eric Einarasson), who 
revolutionized the PCC raffle, so that everyone has a chance to 
win the “Big Prize”, because no one knows for sure when the 
top prize will be won. 
     What a great group of guys.  They all deserve an award! 
                       MEMBER OF THE YEAR 
     It was not difficult to select the Member of the Year 
because this is determined by popular vote of the membership 
at the December meeting.  The person selected has been a 
member of PCC for a number of years, and for the past several 
years has been instrumental in saving PCC quite a bit of cash.  
He learned to fly helicopters by spending about 200 to 300 
hours on a computer simulator before attempting his first 
actual flight.  Those of us who witnessed that first flight were 
impressed, he looked like a “pro”.  He has been instrumental in 
putting PCC “on the map” by maintaining and expanding the 
PCC web site on the Internet!  Most of you probably have 
figured out that I’m referring to Greg Heumann.  
Congratulations Greg. 
                           A Special Recognition 
It has come to my attention during the past year or two that 
there is a person, who is not a PCC member, who has helped 
with the smooth operation of the PCC newsletter for a number 
of years.  She has assisted at the PCC Banquet for several 
years.  She is, of course, the wife of a PCC member involved 
with the preparation of the newsletter, and may not want a 
hobby shop gift certificate, so Jean Crowell gets a nice box of 
See’s candy.  The club appreciates your contribution to our 
efforts. 

     To those who have not renewed their PCC Membership, 
please do so as soon as possible.  I know of no better deal for 
the price and PCC needs the dues to maintain the conveniences 
we enjoy at the flying field, use of the Milbrae Library for 
monthly meetings and the newsletter and Internet web site.  
The 2003 PCC Budget will be established at the next PCC 
Board meeting and presented at the February club meeting.     
Remember to bring something R/C related to the PCC meeting 
in the Chetcuti Room) along with a prospective new PCC 
member. 
     Fly safely, fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
 

Minutes  - January 15 , 2003 
                           Kirk Phaling  
     The January meeting had to be held in the David Chetcuti 
room in the adjacent building due to a foul-up by the Park 
dept.  The alleged reason was that the Lions Club which 
normally uses the library room the second Wed. of each 
month, considered that Jan. 15 was the second Wed. because 
the first Wed. fell on Jan. 1 and the Park Dept. said O.K. 
without checking with anyone in PCC.  Maybe someone can 
explain that line of reasoning to me.  The Lions Club was 
occupying the room at 6:30 P.M. so PCC was forced to move. 
Had to put a notice on the door to redirect members.  With that 
foul-up and members paying for the Banquet, we didn't get the 
meeting started until about 7:50 P.M. - being called to order by 
Pres. Harry Smith. 
     Assistant RaffleMaster Eric Einarsson displayed the prizes 
for this meeting. In addition to the R/C items on display were 
two pictures.  One showing a person on a paramedic gurney 
surrounded by medics and various people. The other pic was 
an X-ray of a broken bone.  The person on the gurney was 
John Bassetto and the bone was his left femur. He and some 
friends were playing touch football on Dec.24 and he jumped 
up about 6 to 8 inches to make some sort of play and when he 
came down the bone broke.  The doc said he has perfectly 
good bones-nothing weak.  Just a fluke.  He now has a metal 
rod in place and things are apparently starting to heal. He was 
quite weak for some time.  I think he said that was caused by a 
loss of red blood cells.  That is now improving.  He is able to 
get around in his house now by using crutches but he will have 
a long period of recuperation.  I haven't talked to 
him - on the phone - for about a week.  Not sure if he is up to 
having visitors yet.  Suggest that you call him to wish him a 
speedy recovery. At that time ask if he can have visitors. 
     John, PCC wishes you the best. Get whole soon.  We miss 
your humor.  Eric is doing a good job of filling in for you. 
     Another PCC member is in extremely serious condition.  In 
case you haven't heard, Dave Weldon is in critical condition 
resulting from a fire which gutted his house, burning him badly 
and killing his dog.  This happened around midnight January 
19.  He is in the burn center at the Santa Clara Valley Medical 
Center.  He has second and third degree burns over about 50 % 
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of his body and severe facial burns with possible damage to his 
respiratory tract.  Apparently he is in an induced coma to 
isolate him from pain and is in an oxygen tent to maintain 
respiration.  Recovery will be long and painful. He cannot 
have visitors. 
     I know that all PCC members hope that he comes out of this 
ordeal O.K.  We'll try to keep members updated on the 
condition of John and Dave via the newsletter, E-mail, and the 
website. Or call any officer. 
     And on to the ordinary matters - the minutes of the 
December meeting were approved as published in the 
newsletter. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
TREASURER: Ellsworth Crowell says all is well. 
SAFETY: Paul Klahn has nothing to report but does suggest 
that with the slow down in flying activity due to winter 
weather members take time to check all equipment for correct 
and proper operation. 
MEMBERSHIP: Brian Troy was voted in as a Full Member. 
Congrats to you, Brian. 
FLITE PROFICIENCY: Bryan Wolf was awarded his 
SOLO certificate. 
NEW BUSINESS: The only item was a note that the new field 
lock combination will be in effect on Feb.1, 2003. If you forget 
what it is, look on the new membership card for 2003. 
S.A.D.: Grant Sawai got a Star for his SAD patch for losing 
his Ultra-Stik 120. 
HITS & MISSES:  Ray Squire  reports that Hitec has a nicely 
priced flite pack and that there is a good hobby shop in the 
Sacramento area by the name of "RC Country". 
     Ken Martinez showed a centering tool he made for Robart 
pin hinges. 
SHOW & TELL: Dennis Fuentes had a great turbo-prop 
motor which he is producing. Has 42 lbs of thrust at full 
power. Weighs about 4 1/2 lbs. Beautiful. If you want one - 
save up about $5,000.00. 
     Paul Klahn had a Top Flite Gold Edition P 51 which he 
bought several years ago at the auction. Looked very nice. Not 
flown as of meeting. 
     Jeff Obertelli had a Ripmax Coyote ARF for electric speed 
400 motor. Uses ailerons, elevator, and throttle. 
     Alli Santana showed her very nice 1/2 A U-Control plane.  
Not flown as yet. 
     Marco Pinto had a great looking Gremlin which had 
decided finish after a long time. Has a plain bearing .25 for 
power. 
     Ken Martinez refinished his first plane. It is a trainer 
which his daughter won at the Dream Machine raffle several 
years ago and he appropriated. He redid it in tissue and Brodak 
paint. Looked fine. 
     Jim Reimholz showed the new Zenoah G-26 which is an 
upgrade of the popular G-23 with more power, a new muffler, 
and a new carb mount to give a straight line throttle rod 
control. All that for only $10.00 more. 

ANNUAL PCC BANQUET: Had a fine time at the 
banquet. Everyone else seemed to be of the same mind. Won’t 
go into any details of awards since that will be covered by 
Harry. 
     The meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M. and was followed by 
the Raffle.    
Winners were: Wayne Weathers, Paul Klahn, Dennis 
Fuentes, Bryan Wolf, Ed Donlin, Warren Olson, Tom 
Akin, Eric Einarsson, Ellsworth Crowell, and Ken 
Martine z. 
     Kirk 
 

Vice President’s Column 
                         Charlie Wajdak 
     Most of two weeks ago Dave Weldon’s  house was gutted 
by fire and maybe explosion. Dave  was unable to get out and 
suffered burns on 40% of his body and lung damage. Fireman 
got him out and cooled him down with a water hose. His 
oxygen level in blood to brain dropped to low for to long and 
he may have brain damage, they can't tell because he is doped 
unconscious.  If they let him come to, he could die due to the 
pain.  He also has other problems, not the least being liver and 
kidney problems I am sure you are wondering how Dave is 
progressing; his condition really is guarded and could go either 
way as he has multiple problems. Dave  is not conscious as he 
is kept highly sedated due to pain.  Last Thursday I drove 
Dave's Mother to the Burn Unit in San Jose; if anyone could 
volunteer to drive Virginia even one afternoon, she would be 
so grateful as she does not drive and her daughter works during 
the day.  Virginia's phone number in Redwood City is 650-
369-8079, so you can contact her directly.  (She only stays at 
the Hospital about 30 minutes)  Thank you so much for any 
help and for prayers. 
     Charlie  
 
Treasurer’s Column 
                         Ellsworth Crowell
     February is here members, time to pay your 2003 
membership, send me a check made out to P.C.C. for $85.00 
and a copy of your 2003 A.M.A. card.  Mail to: 
 
     ELLSWORTH  CROWELL 
     424 OXFORD  WAY 
     BELMONT,  CA   94002-2752-21 
 
     Hey members, how about the P.C.C. banquet at Harry’s 
Hofbrau?  There was only about 40 of us there but that meant  
that nearly all of us too home at least one prize and maybe two.
The food was great with many choices and I know that some 
of you will be happy to know there was no charge to P.C.C.  
     Attention all members!!  Some of you have noticed that the 
lock combination at the field has been changed as of Feb. 1.  
Look on the front of your membership card for 2003 and there 
is the new combination. 
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     “Happy New Year You All”  
     Ellsworth  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
     Here’s a get well wish for Dave Weldon and John 
Bessetto..  Get well Dave and John! 
     After the banquet, Harry ended up in the hospital because 
of kidney stones.  He said that more stones are still in his 
kidneys but they don’t appear too large.   Maybe he’ll bring the 
stones for a show and tell when it finally passes. 
     Harry was telling me that before the banquet he went to  
Sheldon’s hobbies.  He saw Ron Sheldon, the owner, and 
mentioned that we were going to have a club banquet.  Ron 
went into the back room and came out with a radio set, and 
engine and an ARF and GAVE it to Harry to be used as a prize 
at the banquet.  Ron’s  a swell guy and runs a great hobby 
shop.  Remember his generosity and patronize him…but we do 
that anyway. 
     Dennis Fuente brought his jet prop engine to the field and 
ran it.  It’s amazing.  The fool thing actually worked and really 
well and it’s quiet.  Very little vibration, not like my Fox 3.2.                               
     Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Meeting Room Change.   Meetings will take 
place in the Chetcuti room which is located on the left 
side of the ramp connecting the upper and lower parking 
lots.  See bottom for a diagram. 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
February 
 
  19  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
  22  Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
March 
 
  16  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
  19  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
  29  Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

Roberto bundled up to battle the cold.  Here he’s fueling up his 
new Extra 300 with a Super Tigre 75.  Lots of power & quiet. 

John was able to get out and enjoy himself despite his pains.  
Here he’s holding Jake’s new airplane and his crutches. 

Dennis with his fleet.  No he didn’t get a bigger car.  Can’t 
figure out how he can get so many airplanes into his little car. 
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Dave with his trusty old ????  His engine wasn’t giving him 
trouble this day. 

 
Darrow with Grant’s airplane just before it went into the 
Ocean.  How many airplanes are out there now anyway? 

 
Jake letting John fly his airplane.  Does Jake look Nervous?  
No problem.  John flew it flawlessly.  Relax, Jake! 

There goes Roberto trying to land his helicopter on his head 
again! 

Here’s a picture of  the jet prop engine that Dennis Fuente 
showed at the meeting.  We saw it run.  Truly amazing. 
 

 
Here’ a diagram showing the location of the Chetcuti room 
where meetings are going to be held in the future.  See the 
arrow?   It is left of the library building.  It will be easier to 
park in the upper parking lot.
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This is were future meetings will be held.   To the right, just out of the picture, is the Millbrae Library. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  February 19, 2003 – Millbrae Library, David Chetcuti Room!! 


