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 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  
President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
     For the benefit of those who did not attend the April 
meeting, the Spring Cleanup at the flying field was a great 
success.  The field and surrounding area looks great, and on 
behalf of all the club members, a big THANK YOU to the ever 
faithful workers. 
     On Sunday, April 27, 2003, PCC members provided an 
excellent exhibit at the Pacific Coast Dream Machines 
thirteenth annual event at the Half Moon Bay Airport.  
Proceeds from this event are donated to the Coastside Adult 
Day Health Center, Half Moon Bay, CA.  Our club was well 
represented with a wide array of sport and scale aircraft and 
included a functional model turbine engine, which was 
demonstrated.  The crowd was impressed with the turbines 
operation.  This AMA approved turbine is manufactured and 
marketed by PCC member Dennis Fuente  (JDE Enterprises). 
PCC members also donated hundreds of model aircraft 
magazines, which were given to anyone interested in 
modeling.  A representative of the HMB Pilots Association, 
who sponsors the event, stopped by the PCC exhibit and 
expressed appreciation for our participation.  Those members 
assisting with the exhibit were, alphabetically, Ellsworth 
Crowell, Dennis Fuente, Mike Nadler, Jeff Obertelli, Kirk 
Phaling, Alonzo Richardson, Dave Santana, Ray Squires 
and yours truly.  Thanks to all who helped make the event a 
success. 
     At the last PCC Board meeting the feasibility of acquiring 
astro turf from SACRAC was discussed.  At the April PCC 
meeting sufficient member interest warranted further 
consideration of this opportunity.  Although the turf is “free”, 
there are expenses that will be incurred should PCC decide to 

accept the offer.  The Boards opinion will be discussed at the 
May PCC meeting.  Hopefully, an update will be available on 
the status of a practical “field camera” which can be accessed 
via computer.  A limited expenditure for such a camera was 
approved by the membership in 2002.  Since our annual field 
rent will be due late next month, we must carefully consider all 
club expenditures. 
     Remember to bring something aircraft related for “show 
and tell” along with a prospective new member to the May 
meeting. 
     Fly safely, fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
 

Minutes  - April 16 , 2003 
                           Kirk Phaling  
 
     Pres. Harry Smith called the April meeting to order at 
7:40 P.M. Two guests were present-but one was only a sort of 
guest-a former member back to 1968. Got his last name as 
Brunner.  Correct me if this is wrong.  
     John (looking better all the time) Bassetto displayed the 
Raffle prizes. Eric Einarsson gives John a strong hand in 
helping with the Raffle. It's greatly appreciated. 
     I'm sorry to announce that another member of PCC has 
passed away. Harry Smith reported that Dan Cobry, who 
joined PCC last year, has died. PCC has sent condolences to 
the family. 
     The PCC participation in the Half Moon Bay Dream 
Machine Show was a great success. About 12 members were at 
our display with a great selection of planes. There was always 
a good number of spectators looking at the planes, asking 
questions, and taking the free R/C magazines that were 
available. A big crowd always gathered when Dennis Fuentes 



 2

ran his jet turbine. The plane which drew the most attention 
was the B-17 of Alonzo Richardson. Too bad he didn't start 
the engines so that could have been heard. Maybe next year. 
The number of people who come to see the Show is 
unbelievable.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER: The financial status of PCC was given by 
Ellsworth Crowell. All is well. 
 
SAFETY: Paul Klahn reported that another person had been 
flying too close to the pits. He has been cautioned and it won’t  
happen again. Anyone who brings a pet to the field must keep 
it under control. Keep it out of the pit area, off the runway, and 
out of the flying area. Any deposits must be removed by the 
owner. 
 
FIELD REPORT: Marco Pinto is now in charge of Field 
Maintenance.  Thank you, Marco. (He really likes to run the 
mower. He spent hours riding it around on the work party day-
cut the grass for miles around the field.) 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Robert Janowitz was voted in as a Full 
Member.   Congrats, Robert. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Harry and Ellsworth went to the Sacrats 
field to look at the Astro Turf which they will give to PCC if 
we haul it away. The cost will be between $400 to $500. The 
members voted to spend the money. Mr. Deeney has OKed 
adding to the runway and will do the grading. So one day in 
the not too distant future PCC will have a wider and longer 
runway. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: The next PCC Board meeting was 
announced to be on May 13 at the house of Ray Squires. Of 
course, by the time the newsletter is published that will have 
come and gone. 
 
No D.O.M. nor S.A.D. this month. 
 
HITS: Dave Santana had to remove ailerons from a wing 
which he wanted to recover. The hinges were the Robart pin 
type. Dave took a brass tube of a diameter to clear the hinge, 
serrated one end to make it like a saw, and from inside the 
wing he could twist the tube around the hinge and saw the 
balsa to free it. Worked great. The same tool was used to 
remove the hinge from the aileron. 
     Jim Reimholz noted that Kragen Auto Stores have a Jump 
Starter unit with a 12 amp hr. battery for about $29. Can be 
used as is for a 12 volt power unit at the field or modify it like 
the Sec. showed to make it more versatile. 
SHOW & TELL: Dave Santana had a Sig Citabria which 
he had bought from Paul Klahn at the Auction. He recovered 
it with 21st Century Fabric (see hit above). He installed new 

landing gear and pants.  Has an O.S.70 four stroke for power. 
Not yet complete. Looked very good. 
     Ray Squires showed his not yet complete Wright Flyer- a 
laser cut kit from Dare. Has lots of little sticks-lots of build- 
ing. He had a machinist friend assemble the wing structure to 
get it plumb. Weighs 5 oz. without motors and flight system.  
     Paul Klahn had a Great Planes .60 size Cub on floats 
which he got at an auction complete with R/C gear, terrafirma 
landing gear, and OS .91 4st. Looked great. 
     Jeff Obertelli showed a Balsa USA NorthStar which he 
had purchased already built. It had been fiberglassed and 
painted with Krylon paint which is not fuel proof. Jeff had put 
it away but recently repainted it with a fuel proof paint. Great 
looking plane. Has a .61 eng. for power. Eng. has a pump 
because the fuel tank is some distance away. 
 
     The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M. The Raffle followed. 
Some of the winners were: Dave Santana, John Bassetto, and 
Eric Einarsson. Allie Santana [broken ankle and cast (of 
thousands?)] did her usual fabulous job of ticket-picking. 
 
Kirk  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 
   HELP!   Has anybody seen our aluminum box that used to 
be in the impound box at the field?  Ellsworth, that trusting 
fellow, was hoping that someone had borrowed the box and 
was going to return it.  That box contained a copy of our field 
rules, our Flight Proficiency instructions, two buddy boxes and 
trainer cords.  If you have it, please return it.   
   If you remember those buddy boxes, they were in really sad 
shape.  I was embarrassed when George Wolf had to use them.  
It would be nice if some generous members would donate their 
unwanted transmitters.   The club really need some buddy 
boxes to train beginners.  So, if you have an unwanted 
transmitter,  PLEEZE!!?? 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
May 
  13   PCC Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
  21  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
  18  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
31 Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
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June 
  15  Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
  18  Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Millbrae Library 
  28  Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
  29  PCC Guest Open House 
 
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 

 
Bob Hixon with his Giles in front of his home. 
 

 
Harry rushing to get his airplane put away before the rain 
comes.  We could actually hear the raindrops hitting the ocean. 
 

Grant glad he didn’t take his airplane out. 

The following Saturday, the weather was beautiful.  Even Paul 
Klahn came down to enjoy some flying. 

Wally’s back and ready to fly.   Go Wally  Go!!
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     Ahhh!  What a beautiful day for flying.                                                        Jerry, Joe, Paul and Charlie engaged in some heavy conversation. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  May 21 , 2003  

 


