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   June 2003 Next Meeting: June 18 , 2003  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
              Meetings will be held in the David Chetcuti Room of the Millbrae City Hall Complex 

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  
Frank Phelps donated three TX for use as buddy boxes.  
THANK YOU, Frank. 
 

President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
   Hopefully, all have read AMA President Browns column in 
the July 2003 issue of Model Aviation.  The state of our 
economy is taking its toll on all of us, and liability insurance 
premiums for AMA Charter Clubs now cost 70% more than 
last year for the same $2.5 million coverage.  To the extent 
possible, we must all strive for a safe flying environment in 
order to avoid injuries and claims.  Even at best, we will 
eventually pay more and receive less.  That’s just the way it 
happens. 
 
   PCC will soon be implementing additional rules, which will 
primarily affect helicopter and “3D” type fixed wing flying.  
The intent is to safely accommodate all types of flying while 
reducing the odds of mishaps which result in personal injury or 
property damage.  Actually, the R/C aircraft has the lowest 
priority in the equation.  That is to say, sacrifice your R/C 
aircraft if necessary in order to avoid personal injury or 
property damage.  Hopefully, the final draft of the additions 
will be available by the June PCC meeting.  Remember, it is 
impossible to have a rule for every situation, so our course of 
action should always be based on safety and courtesy and 
respect for others and their property, along with a bit of 
common sense. 
 
   For the benefit of those not at the June PCC meeting, it was 
decided to cancel the PCC Open House, scheduled for June 29, 
2003.  Also, the PCC Family Picnic, scheduled for July 20, 

2003 has been rescheduled for August 17, 2003 at the PCC 
field.  The annual rent for the PCC field will be paid late this 
month and will take a large bite out of our budget. 
 
Remember to bring something R/C related to the meeting for 
“show and tell”, and bring a prospective new member.  Tell the 
prospect about the coffee and doughnuts and the raffle prizes! 
 
Fly safely, fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
 

Minutes  - May 21 , 2002 
                           Kirk Phaling  
     The May 21,2003 PCC meeting was called to order by Pres. 
Harry Smith at 7:40 P.M. Once again attendance was low. 
Great for those taking part in the Raffle but not good for Raffle 
ticket sales.  Fewer sales mean fewer prizes. So, let's come to 
meetings, guys.  Bring planes and related R/C items for Show 
& Tell.  Buy Raffle tickets and win great prizes. Have fun 
shootin' the breeze with other members..  Check out great 
videos from our library.  And don't forget the FREE coffee and 
donuts. 
     Ray Squires brought his neighbor, Ed Bussing , to the 
meeting.  Ed is a great machinist.  Makes beautiful brackets 
for attaching floats to landing gear.  Today at the field Ray 
showed me a prop hub that Ed had made for him.  Very, very 
nice.  We should talk him into making various items for sale. 
     The minutes of the last meeting were approved as published 
in the newsletter.  RaffleMaster (getting along nicely) Bassetto 
displayed a nice selection of prizes. 
     Many THANKS are due Gene Carlson. He donated a new 
SIG LT 40 ARF and an almost new Saito 50 in the box with all 
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the tools that came with it. Proceeds of the sale to go to PCC. 
It was sold that night. The proud new owner is George Wolf. 
Thank You again, Gene . 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER : By Ellsworth Crowell, of course. You were 
expecting Fanny Brice???  You all know who she was, don't 
you ?  Or do you ?  Anyway, on to: 
SAFETY:  Paul Klahn reported 3D flying close to the 
runway and that someone landed in the parking lot. New rules 
are being written to specify where to do 3D and heli flying. 
Will be published in the newsletter when finalized. And 
parking lot landing is NOT to be done. 
MAINTENANCE: Marco was not present but he is doing a 
great job cutting the grass at the field.  It was reported that he 
has a "thing" for the smell of newly mown grass. 
MEMBERSHIP:  Jerry Walsh-a former member_ was 
voted back into the fold as a Full member. Congrats, Jerry. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Harry Smith reported on the last Board 
meeting where the cost of getting the "free" Astro turf from 
SacRats was discussed. Some of the stuff was good and some 
was questionable. But all would have to be taken. The cost of 
loading, transporting,and unloading it would be from $300 to 
$500. Then the cost of grading would run from $300 to $400. 
Also, for the "free" turf, SacRats would like a donation of 
about $100 to their "Widows" fund. Plus, any non-usable turf 
would have to be disposed of by PCC.  An unknown cost. 
     Taking all this into account, plus the fact that  field would 
be unusable for a number of weeks while the work was being 
done, it was decided by the Board that with our current budget, 
the overall cost was too much-at least for the present. The 
present runway is certainly adequate for our needs now. 
     A motion was made and seconded to put the "AstroTurf 
Plan" on the back burner.  The members present voted to do 
so. 
     Some discussion was held on new ideas for a camera at the 
field to give a visual pic of the wx via the web site. Nothing 
positive came out of it, except that it might cost upwards of 
$500. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Frank Phelps  donated three TX for use 
as buddy boxes.  THANK YOU, Frank.  
     The Open House scheduled for June 29 has been canceled. 
The PCC Family Picnic has been rescheduled:  From July 20 
To Aug. 17.  Put this new date on your calendar. 
D.O.M.: Roberto Orique  was awarded the D.O.M. trophy in 
absentia for doing loops lower and lower until he ran out of 
altitude and smote the runway a killer whack. 
S.A.D.: Kevin Phillips  had rebuilt a Corsair and put a new OS 
70 Surpass in it. Jake was checking it out. Took off OK but 
then started porpoising and rolled left into the ocean. Really a 
SAD tale. 
 

HITS & MISSES: Alonzo Richardson says lots of good 
stuff (airplane wise) can be found at Estate sales-cheap. 
 
SHOW & TELL: Eric Einarsson had a beautifully made 
pair of chargers mounted in one cabinet for charging electrics. 
He used a circuit by Bob Kopski which had been published in 
Model Aviation. 
     Ed Bussing had a 40 size Tiger Moth which he had 
modified for floats. Had a Saito 65 for power. The floats were 
not quite finished. Great looking. 
     Ken Martinez showed a foam Zagi which he got from Joe  
Ramirez at the club auction. He added a Speed 400 motor and 
r/c gear. Not flown yet. Looking good. 
     Jerry Walsh had a 10 % enlarged Spickler Quickee 500 
with an OS 65 rear rotor and pipe. Looked great. 
     Dave Santana had his ongoing rebuild of a Sig Citabria. 
He has painted the cowl and pants and is still working on the 
covering. 
     The meeting adjourned at 9:05 P.M. Some of the Raffle  
Winners were: Mike Nadler, Eric Einarsson, John Bassetto, 
Kirk Phaling, Ed Bussing (twice), Ray Squires, Wally Cain, 
Harry Smith, Lou Fontenot, and Wayne Norman. 
 
Kirk  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 
   Rules, rules, rules.  We hate them but imagine what our field 
would be like without them.  You wouldn’t want to be around, 
if there weren’t any.  We’d have a bunch of injured members 
and damaged cars and we would probably would lose our field.       
   At our field, every now and then a helicopter flyer would ask 
me, “Where can I fly?”  “Can I fly when airplanes are flying?”  
“Can I take off and land on the runway?”  My usual answer is, 
“Duh!  I don’t know.”  What we want to do now is to establish 
rules to accommodate everyone.  Who knows.  You might 
want to fly a helicopter someday.    
   Anyway, this is how they do it at the Hawaiian flying site I 
fly at.  They split the field down the middle, lengthwise.  The 
fixed winged pilots stand in the middle of the field and face 
left.  The helicopter pilots stand behind the fixed winged pilots 
and fly their helicopters facing to the right.  I’ve never seen a 
problem with this set up.  Our field isn’t as busy so a modified 
version of that could work.    
   The proposal is that helicopters can take off and land from 
the runway and fly wherever fixed winged aircraft can fly.  But 
when a fixed winged aircraft flyer wants to fly, the helicopter 
will be restricted to flying in the area east of the runway and 
north of the pit area and picnic tables.   Helicopters will land 
on the helicopter pads (see proposed site map below).  This 
sounds like a reasonable approach.  
   Helicopter and fixed winged aircraft doing 3D flying have a 
common problem.  They can both stop in the air, causing a 
hazard to regular type of flying.  So it would be safer if fixed 
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wing aircraft doing 3D flying also be restricted to flying in the 
area east of the runway and north of the pit area and picnic 
tables.  The difference being that the fixed winged aircraft 
must land on the runway. 
    Also, helicopters and fixed winged “3 D” type flying can 
hover close to the proximity of people and cars.  Should their 
engines fail, they could easily end up crashing into the pit area, 
the picnic tables or the parking lot, possibly injuring someone 
or damaging a car or an airplane.   So we need to have some 
separation from these types of aircraft and people and cars.  It 
would be safer to create a 75 feet buffer.   
     If I’m not mistaken, several years ago the club had 
established a rule that you must be able to control your 
airplane before you are allowed fly by yourself.  This rule was 
not listed on our old field rules.   We need this rule to make 
sure that an inexperienced pilot doesn’t crash his airplane into 
a passing car on the highway or hurt somebody. 
    Also, if you can believe this, there was no rule that you must 
wear your PCC badge and year bar at the field.  I remember all 
the times Jim Reimholz sent me home because I forgot my 
badge.  I know that’s been a rule for a long, long time. 
   But as Harry said above, safety and courtesy should be our 
guide. 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO RULES 
 
WHILE FLYING 
 
******************************************************* 
6.  Prolonged running of engines should be done at the east 
end of the walkway leading to the pit area.   
 
--  Change to -- 
 
6. Prolonged running (and breaking in) of engines should be 
done in the area next to the sheds.  
************************************************** 
19. Helicopters are restricted to fly in the same area as fixed 
winged aircraft and must immediately yield to fix winged 
aircrafts. 
 
--  Change to -- 
 
19. Helicopters are restricted to the same flying area as fixed 
winged aircraft, taking off from and landing on the runway,  
but shall not be flown closer than 75 feet from the pit area, the 
picnic tables or the parking area. 
20. Helicopters may be flown while fixed winged aircraft are 
being flown provided that:    
     a. Take-offs and landings take place at the area on the map 
indicated as “Helicopter Pad”.  
     b. In the rule, “No more than four aircraft shall be flown at 
the same time,” the helicopter shall be counted as an aircraft 
and shall be restricted to the same time limit. 
     c. Helicopters shall remain east of the runway and shall not 
be flown closer than 75 feet from the pit area and the picnic 

tables and shall be flown only in the area labeled “Restricted 
Helicopter - 3D Flying Area” 
21. Fixed winged “3D” type flying shall yield to and shall not 
interfere with “regular” type flying and shall not be flown 
closer than 75 feet from the pit area, the picnic tables and the  
parking area. Fixed winged 3D type flying shall take place in 
the “Restricted Helicopter - 3D  Flying Area” when regular 
type flying is taking place. 
22. Only fliers who have earned a “Solo Certificate” are 
allowed to fly without supervision. 
23. PCC name badge with the current year’s bar attached 
must be worn when at the field. 
 
************************************************** 
Addition of pictures of north and south fields -  Flyers 
sometimes fly their airplanes over the trees on the south field.  
Those trees are right next to the highway.  So, be aware. 
 **************************************************
Changes to site  map 
 
More accurate orientation of the runway and pit area. 
 
Establishment of two helicopter pads. 
 
Moving the prolonged running or break-in area to the area 
next to the sheds. 
 
Establishment of a "Restricted Helicopter 3D Flying Area". 
 
*******************************************************  
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  June 
      18   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
      28   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
  
 July 
       8   PCC Board Meeting, 7:00PM 
      13   Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
      16   Club Meeting, 7:30PM.  Millbrae Library 
      26   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  August 
      10   Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
      17   PCC Family Picnic & BBQ 
      20   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
      30   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  June 18 , 2003 


