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   August 2003 Next Meeting: August 20 , 2003  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  

President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
   Due to the “lead time” required for assembly of your 
newsletter, this is being written prior to the Sunday, August 
17th, PCC Family Picnic.  If you did not attend, you missed 
something special!  It has always been special, as it is a time 
for all the “PCC family” to get together at the same place and 
time.  Flying for fun is even encouraged! 
   The field web cam has been purchased and received, and it is 
appropriate to thank all those who generously contributed to 
the effort with both monetary donations and labor.  Hopefully 
the camera will be in operation within a few weeks.  PCC 
Vice-President Charlie Wajdak has “spearheaded” the effort 
and has been directly assisted by  Robert Mariani and Dennis 
Lowry, who have installed the required (to code) electrical and 
telephone connections along with an appropriate protective 
container for the camera.  Thanks to all involved PCC will 
soon have a “real time” picture, via the PCC website, of 
current field conditions.  We will keep you posted. 
   It is not too soon to mention that our October meeting will 
primarily consist of our annual auction.  Start collecting all the 
R/C related “stuff” you no longer need/want and prepare for 
the exchange of merchandise and money.  Both the 
membership and the club benefit from this function.  
Remember that the club gets 10% of the sale price, which is 
the responsibility of the seller.  There are bargains to be had, 
so don’t miss it! 
   Remember to bring something R/C related to the meeting for 
“show and tell” and get your free raffle ticket.  Also bring a 
prospective new member. 
     Fly safely; fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 

 

Minutes  - July 17 , 2002 
                           Kirk Phaling  
   Before we get to the nuts and bolts of the Minutes there is 
something in the September issue of Model Aviation magazine 
which would seem to be of great help to us down the road. 
Without going into the details (it is self-evident) take a look at 
the form on page 161.  The Sec. intends to fill out his copy. 
   The July 2003 PCC meeting was called to order at 7:40 
P.M. by Pres. Harry Smith.  Not an overly large turnout. One 
guest was present. He brought a Tower .40 trainer ARF which 
he had built.  He is enthused about RC flying and is going to 
join PCC.  Sorry, but the Sec. missed getting his name.  The 
minutes were approved as published. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER: This report was given by Ellsworth Crowell. 
 
MAINTENANCE: Marco Pinto was not present.  The field 
had not been mowed because a new tire had not yet been 
obtained and installed on the mower.  Will be done soon. 
 
SAFETY: Paul Klahn reported that he had not seen any safety 
violations nor had any been called to his attention.  Let's 
always be aware of safe flying practices and fly accordingly.  
Always keep in mind the fact that unsafe flying could lead to 
an accident which would result in the loss of our great flying 
location. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Ed Bussing was voted in as a Full member. 
Congratulations, Ed. 
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FLITE PROFICIENCY : Ed Donlin was awarded a "B" level 
certificate.  Congrats, Ed. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Wayne Norman who had been the 
CoffeeMaster moved to Tuscon, Arizona so Pres. Harry asked 
for a volunteer to take on this vital job.  Wally Cain stepped 
forward again to do it.  Thank you, Wally. 
   August 17th will be the date for the PCC Family Picnic & 
BBQ.  PCC will provide the refreshments. Just bring yourself 
and family for a great day of flying and food. 
  
OLD BUSINESS:  Charlie Wajdak reported on the progress 
of installing a camera for the field. The site owner will let PCC 
place the camera in a barn that overlooks the field and will 
allow power and a phone line to be run to it. The barn will be a 
good location because it will prevent vandalism.  Charlie said 
generous donations had been received from members to help 
defray costs. Anyone else wishing to donate will be welcome. 
Send to Ellsworth with a note stating what it is for. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Even though it is only August, Pres. Harry 
noted that it is not too soon to start thinking about where to 
have the 2004 PCC Annual Banquet.  We have to book a place 
soon in order to secure it for next year.  Someone suggested 
the El Rancho in Millbrae. Ed Donlin has an in there and he 
will investigate and report back. 
 
D.O.M. & S.A.D.  These prestigious awards were lumped into 
one this month because Ed Donlin was on the receiving end 
for flying his Somethin' Extra inverted into the ground.  'Twas 
destroyed.  Sorry, Ed, but congrats on the awards. 
 
HITS & MISSES:  Someone reported that HDB Electronics 
on Spring St. in Redwood City has a good buy in a V.O.M. for 
only $ 6.99. 
   Jim Reimholz says that Fry's in Palo Alto has 2000 ma. 
NIMH batts. on sale once a week.  Call Fry's to find out when. 
 
SHOW & TELL:  Ed Bussing had his first R/C kit build - a 
Top Flite Elder. He modified it to add machine guns, pilots, 
and landing skids.  He can make the rear MG moves from the 
Tx, the pilot moves with the ailerons, and the gunner with the 
rudder.  He also used vintage style wheels.  It has an OS .48 
4stroke for power and weighs 7 lbs.  Ed did a great job on his 
first kit. 
   Our guest displayed his Tower trainer 40 ARF and appears 
to have done a good of assembling it. 
   Jim Reimholz had an electric "Old Timer" from Hobby 
Lobby.  It is a scaled down Playboy using a Speed 400 motor 
for power.  It is an ARF and is nicely covered in transparent 
red. Jim uses an 8 cell 1350 ma. NIMH batt to get 25 minute 
flights without thermaling. 
   John Bassetto had his Aerostar 40-on floats-painted with 
the "Drip" paint scheme which he talked about last month.  He 
also had a disability logo on the fuse-a stylized wheelchair.  

Has an Irvine .53 for power.  Too bad we can't have a color pic 
in the newsletter to show the plane.  Looks fantastic. 
   Lloyd Murphy has undertaken a great job.  He has a relative 
who had a flight school in the '20s.  He had obtained the school 
flight manual and FAA charter.  The school used a Curtis 
pusher plane for training.  Lloyd drew his own plans of the 
plane and is building a model using the same type of 
construction including built up wing ribs.  I think he said there 
are over a 1000 parts in the wing alone.  He had most of the 
plane in the bones.  Will have a .30 4stroke for power.  Weighs 
about 3 lbs.  Great job of a great task. 
   Jake Chichilitti showed his TopFlite FW 190 in 1/7th 
scale.  Has an Irvine .72 and Jake installed a scale tail wheel 
and retracts.  The 190 had a hatch for servicing the MGs so 
Jake made it removable and in that area installed the rx switch 
and air connection.  He added rare earth magnets to hold the 
hatch in place.  Great Brodak paint job and naturally Jake has 
it arranged for floats. 
   Charlie Wajdak had a twin engine which he built about 
25-30 years ago.  He had access to a lathe at the time.  He took 
two Super Tiger .40s and modified them to bolt together in 
line.  He arranged them for alternate firing.  It ran great and 
was very smooth.  Used a link to connect each carb together.  
Since the S.T of that era didn't have a muffler he quit using it 
because of too much trouble in setting up mufflers. 
 
   The meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M. and was followed by  
the Raffle.  The Sec. had donated a kit of a foam, 2 channel 
R/C glider called the Sea Breeze which had been made by the 
company of a former PCC member Neil Davis .  The older 
PCC members will remember him. 
   The "Ticket Picker Outer" as usual was Allie Santana but 
she has now shed the hunk of plaster on her foot and seems to 
be back to her normal self.  No more hitch in her "Gitalong". 
   The Raffle winners were; Jerry Walsh, Dennis Lowery, 
Ray Squires, Kirk Phaling, Ellsworth Crowell, Harry 
Smith, Oliver Salles, Bob Brooks, Neil Leopold, and Ken 
Martinez.  The Sea Breeze was used as the  last prize and was 
won by Jake Chichilitti. 
 
Kirk  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
  Well, we had some fog but maybe it’s clearing up some.  
Remember that we are approaching the best time of the year 
for flying.  Light winds and absolutely glassy flying 
conditions.  It does not get better anywhere else.  So get your 
airplanes ready.  And don’t forget, if you haven’t flown the 
plane for quite awhile, make sure to cycle your batteries twice 
before attempting to fly.      
   In one of the last few newsletters from SACRC, it was noted 
by one of the officers that attendance at their flying field has 
been down.  Like six flyers during the weekends.  Guess we’ve 
been having that problem at our field too.  Some people say 
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maybe it’s the recession (that isn’t there).   But this past 
weekend has been different.  It was busy on Sunday at our 
field.  On Saturday, John Bessetto showed up with his 120 
size Super Star.  On Sunday, long time missing members, Ken 
and Eric Adlawan showed up.  Ken, with his huge Extra and 
Eric with his 60 sized Super Star.  Ken caused a traffic 
situation on the highway because of the spectators stopping to 
watch his impressive flying.  No, he wasn’t even flying over 
the highway.  Guess passersby thought it was a real airplane 
doing aerobatics.   
   Dave Santana took newcomer Richard Conners  up on his 
????…you know, the plane that the engine always quits.  The 
big one with the flaps.  Dave  did two or three dead stick 
landings (ran out of fuel) with that airplane.  Later, Scotty’s  
new Dazzler lost both wheels in the air.  Dave landed the 
airplane for him.  The landing gears were torn off during the 
landing.  I’m sure that couldn’t be avoided.  Then there’s 
Grant.  He built a U Can Do, a Funtana. You should see how 
slow these airplanes fly.  Now he’s working on a Dave 
Patrick’s Edge 540T with a Moki 1.8.  He’s hoping to take the 
first flight at the club picnic next Sunday.  So be there. 
   Here’s hoping that Charlie’s fog cam project works.  He’s 
put a lot of sweat and tears into it (mostly tears). 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  August 
 
      10   Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
      17   PCC Family Picnic & BBQ 
      20   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
      30   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  September 
 
      14   Gremlin/Combat flying @ PCC field 
      17   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
      27   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  October 
 
       7   PCC Board Meeting, 7:00PM 
      15   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library, and 
annual club auction 
      19   Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
      25   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 

Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 

See how sunny and warm it was?  Here’s Ellsworth flying his 
airplane.  Picture by Richard Conners…great shots. 

Ells’ airplane on final approach just before touchdown.  
Picture by Richard Conners. 

Jerry and Charlie watching Scotty start up his Gremlin while 
Jake holds.  Picture by Richard Conners. 
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Charlie launching.  See, it’s all in the wrist.  Picture by Richard 
Conners 
 

 
A instant after a ribbon cut.  Can’t tell who won, Jake or 
Scotty.  Picture by Richard Conners 

 
Grant cooking up burgers in his tool box.  Darrow, Jake, Ells 
and Jim waiting for lunch.  Hmmm! 

Grant with his U Can Do.  Speed must be kept down.  The tail 
fluttered and was damaged.  Grant put struts on it afterwards. 

Bob Mariani concentrating on landing his airplane.  He’s 
improve a lot. 

Brian and George Wolff getting set up before Jake takes 
George up. 
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Mark Heckman with his tiny electric airplane.  Amazing how 
much these electrics have improved. 

 
Wally with his Super Star.  Getting to be a popular airplane.  
 

 
Mike Nadler with his trusty old Cub. 

Darrow, Jake and Grant watching Roberto (hiding) doing some 
maneuvers.  

Scotty concentrating on his airplane. 
 

Crowded Pilot’s station.  Richard, Oliver, Eric and Ken.  The 
guys snoozing is Dave Santana.



 6

        
John Bessetto setting up his Super Star 120.   Bob Hixon           Good to see John out and enjoying himself. 
In the backgrounding practicing his inverted snap.  Tough! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  August 20 , 2003 


