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   September 2003 Next Meeting: September 17, 2003  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  

President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
   By this time everyone probably knows the PCC Annual 
Picnic, held August 17, 2003 was a great success.  Estimates of 
75 to 100 people came and everyone had a great time.  First 
time ever that we ran out of food, but I believe everyone got 
something to eat.  Thanks to Kirk Phaling and Lou Fontenot 
for taking care of the cooking and Jake Chichilitti provided 
great “home grown” tomatoes, Jim Perry and his friend 
brought a large watermelon, and both Charlie Wajdak and 
Ivo Plachy brought sweets for dessert.  The weather was great 
and so was the flying!  We had visiting flyers from 
Aeromodelers and Bayside R/C, and perhaps others of which I 
am not aware. 
 
   Those who have been flying at the PCC field for several 
years know that some of our best flying weather is likely to 
occur during the next three to four months.  If you have not 
flown in a while, you need to carefully check all your batteries, 
and servo/ receiver connections as well as engine mounts and 
covering condition.  Also keep in mind that club rules require 
you to conduct and examination of aircraft and radio 
equipment of guest fliers prior to their first flight, and don’t 
forget to be sure they have a valid AMA card.  We all want as 
few rules as necessary, but SAFETY is our number one 
priority! 
 
   Excellent progress is being made on the PCC webcam 
project, thanks to great efforts by VP Charlie Wajdak and 
Webmaster Greg Heumann.  The camera may be in place and 
operational by the time you read this newsletter.  The sample 
webcam photos Greg has sent to Charlie and me look good. 

 
   Don’t forget to plan for the PCC Auction at our October 
meeting.  Non  PCC members may buy or sell at this auction, 
so if you know of someone who is interested, invite them.  All 
sellers are required to give 10% of the selling price to the club, 
unless the sale is one dollar or less.  We had a “record sale” 
last year, so don’t miss this one in October.  Plan ahead.  Mark 
your calendar.  There will be no “show and tell” or raffle at the 
October meeting. 
 
   In the meantime, for this months meeting  bring something 
for “show and tell” and get one free raffle ticket.  Also, 
invite/bring a prospective new PCC member.  Mention coffee 
and doughnuts and the raffle to them.  And finally, remember 
the words of Dan Stafford: “Experience is what you get when 
you don’t get what you want.” 
 
Fly safely, fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
 

Minutes  - August 20 , 2003 
                           Kirk Phaling  
 
        The October, 2003 issue of Flying Models magazine has 
some very interesting and useful info on servos.  One is that 
the 1000 to 2000 micro sec pulse width works with every servo 
tested.  The 900 to 2100 or 800 to 2200 worked with some 
analog servos but caused almost instantaneous destruction with 
newer digital servos.  They draw four to five times more 
current in their quest to get to the set point faster.  If the 
internal gear train or a binding linkage prevents this, they go 
into a very rapid internal meltdown.  So, just because your 
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fancy transmitter lets you dial in 120% throws (which is what 
gives the longer pulse) DO NOT assume your servos will 
comply. Digital one may die. 
 
        There were more interesting tidbits about servos in the 
article but no room to go into here. Flying Models mag has a 
lot of very useful information in it just about every issue. 
Really worth a look. 
 
         Was at the field Tuesday, Aug. 26th.  A great day for 
flying. Along about noon we had a couple of visitors. Des from 
Sydney, Australia and his wife.  They had been here on 
vacation and business and were driving down the coast to L.A. 
to fly back home.  When he saw the field he knew what it was. 
Thought we have a beautiful spot to fly from.  His club flies 
from grass.  He wanted to know if anyone ever put a plane in 
the water.  Told him there have been some.  But not 
intentionally.  (Another one went in Sept. 2-worse because it 
was new-first flight-fog was the main problem) 
 
        So much for trivia-on to the Minutes.  Pres. Harry Smith 
called the meeting to order at 7:43 P.M.  Three guests were 
present, two of whom are former members returning to the 
fold.  The other intends to join.  The minutes of the July,2003 
meeting were approved as published. 
 
        RaffleMaster John Bassetto displayed the prizes. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell told of the state of the 
PCC finances.  ( Note - The above line is as dependable a 
statement as saying the sun always rises in the east ) 
 
SAFETY:  Paul Klahn was not present but Pres. Harry noted 
that no reports of unsafe flying have surfaced in the last month. 
GOOD.   Let's keep it that way.  FLY SAFELY. 
 
FIELD:  Marco Pinto told of having a problem with a tube he 
bought for the mower.  Giving up on that and will take the 
wheel to Sears to get the correct inner tube installed.  Alonzo 
gave Marco two clips to mount boards to facilitate getting the 
mower in and out of the shed. 
 
FLITE PROFICIENCY:  Scott Eustace  was presented his 
"A" certificate by Ellsworth.  Congrats, Scott. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The Annual PCC Auction will be 
held on the October meeting night.  As usual, a very short 
business meeting will take place with the rest devoted to the 
Auction.  So dig out your stuff to get ready. 
 
        NOTE--The library parking lot is going to under go 
reconstruction from Sept.2 thru Oct. 6.  So, for the Sept. 
meeting, park in the big lot across the street to the north. 

        If anyone has found-or finds-a set of keys at the field 
return them to Jim Perry.  He lost his car keys during the 
Annual Picnic.  Fortunately, he had a spare. 
 
        We are approaching the end of the year. Time to start 
thinking about officers and board members for 2004. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Charlie  Wajdak gave a rundown on the 
status of the field camera. The barn has been all set up to 
mount the camera.  Greg Heumann has the camera and is 
testing it at his home. When all is working OK it will be put in 
place. 
 
        There have been some generous contributions to the 
camera fund for which PCC is very grateful. If anyone else 
wants to contribute, send a donation to Ellsworth with a note 
stating what it is for. 
 
        Ed Donlin was not present so a report on using the El 
Rancho for the 2004 Banquet was not available. 
 
        The Annual PCC picnic held in August was an 
outstanding success. Best attended ever. Great weather and 
flying. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
D.O.M.  Scott Eustace was awarded this trophy for having the 
wheels fall off of his Dazzler at the Picnic.  Dave Santana 
took over the Tx and landed the plane without damage. 
 
SHOW & TELL: Grant Sawai showed his new Dave Patrick 
540T. It's a 1/4 scale at 78 in. wingspan.  Has a Moki 1.8 for 
power and a Perry pump for reliable fuel feed. Grant is using 
Hitec digital servos. Had not flown as of meeting nite. It's a 
great looking plane. 
 
        Ken Martinez again had the Chipmunk which he has 
been refurbishing.  This time he had the fuse painted. It's a 
great Brodak Candy Apple Red. He said it should be complete 
by the next meeting. 
 
        Mike Nadler had a new flying wing-electric. It's a new 
ARF. Has a Speed 400 motor and he is using an 1100 ma 
NIMH batt. for juice. Total weight is 17 oz. He likes the way it 
flies. 
 
        Ed Bussing had an in the bones .20 size Sopwith Camel.  
He has an OS .40 4st for power. Weighs 2.8 lbs. uncovered. He 
is going to adapt it to floats also. 
 
        The meeting adjourned at 8:35 and the Raffle followed. 
 
        Raffle winners picked by the "PICKMIESTER" Allie 
Santana were: Ellsworth Crowell, Scott Eustace , Oliver 
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Salles, Dave Santana, Jake Chichilitti, Marco Chavez, and 
Eric Einarsson. 
 
Kirk  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 
     Happy Birthday Kirk!  Last month was Kirk’s birthday 
and we forgot all about him.  May you have many, many more.  
You are a great asset to our club and you make our flying 
experience much more enjoyable.  Thanks Kirk!!! 
 
     Now wasn’t that a successful picnic?  We had a lot of fliers 
who did (showed off) their stuff and put on a great air show.  
Mike West, from Bayside R/C, did a fantastic job at 
demonstrating how a war bird should be flown.  And with 
smoke too.  Every time he did a pass, he would bank the wings 
into a semi knife edge position to show off the beauty of his 
airplane.   Fantastic! 
 
     Phil Hill, from Aeromodelers, wowed everybody when he 
came in, really low over the runway, inverted, and just as he 
got over the ‘X’ on the runway, he pushed down elevator.  The 
top of the vertical fin bumped the runway.  But it survived and 
went straight up.  Amazing.  
 
   All in all, it was a great picnic and I think everyone who was 
there agrees.  We even had a parking lot of spectators parked 
along the highway.  Thanks to Harry and all of the members 
who helped out.  Can’t wait till the next picnic. 
 
   John Basetto is coming back.  He was able to come down to 
the field and put in a few flights.  He’s progressed from a 
wheel chair to crutches, and now his up to using a cane.  Great! 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
  September 
      14   Gremlin/Combat flying @ PCC field 
      17   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
      27   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
  October 
       7   PCC Board Meeting, 7:00PM 
      15   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library, and       
              annual club auction 
      19   Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
      25   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 

  November 
      16   Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 
      19   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library,  
              nominations for new club officers 
      29   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 

For Sale! $700 
 

Sky Tiger  with an O.S. 61 Surpass Four Stroke 
Trainer 60 with an O.S. 61 Four Stroke  
   (Plane needs some repair) 
Futaba 7 channel FP-T7FG/K Channel 50 - 72.790 AM 
Futaba 6 channel FP-T6FG  Channel 16  - 72.110 AM 
Field Box with Support Equipment 
   Call Michael Turning   @ 650-348-7720 
 

Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 
 
(The good pictures were taken by Richard Conners) 
 

Mike West starting up his Zero.  He had carb trouble and then 
we suspect he was getting some radio interference.  



 4

 
Mike West was able to fly only two flights.  But what an 
impressive show he put on.  You really should have seen it. 

 
Phil Hill wowed everybody with his runway tail touching 
inverted pass.  Again, you should have seen it. 

 
Phil Hill readying his gasoline driven bipe. 

Some of the spectators trying to get a better sight of the goings 
on. 

Jake firing up his Somethin’ Extra. 
 

Ellsworth debating something while others were busy doing 
things. 
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Jim, Mike and Bob waiting for lunch. 
 

 
Jake tuning his twin engine plane with Kirk supervising. 
 

 
Jake’s twin doing a diving pass. 
 

The lot was nearly full.  Good thing spectators weren’t allowed 
to park in the parking lot.  There wouldn’t be enough room. 

Don and Marco chatting with Harry as he prepares lunch. 
 

The really hungry guys rushed Harry.  Kirk and Lou manning 
the grill. 
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Everybody else had to patiently wait their turn for lunch. 
 

 
Marco firing up his big Cub. 
 

 
Jeff fueling his airplane. 
 

When there was a lull in flying, Jake and Scotty entertained us 
with some combat flying.  A lot of   oooh’s and aaah’s. 

A member from Peninsula Aeromodler flew this beautiful 
antique airplane.  Great workmanship. 

Mike getting reassurance from Wally about tuning a four cycle 
engine. 
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Eric enjoying himself doing what he enjoys, flying! 
 

 
Jim Perry looking for his keys. 
 

 
Ivo fascinated with Jake’s twin.    
 

On another day, Ellsworth making sure Grant does everything 
correctly. 

Grant finally put his Edge together and flew it.  If you get this 
model, get Grant’s advice.  Great flyer!! 
 
Some of PCC’s Flying Rules:  WHILE FLYING: 
 
1.  Safety of persons shall be of the utmost concern during any flying activity. 
2.  No high speed passes over the runway. 
3.  If there are three or more flyers present, all transmitters are to be placed 
in the transmitter impound box.  Check that your transmitter is "OFF" before 
placing it in the impound box. 
4.  Transmitters must have appropriate channel numbers attached as 
required by AMA. 
5.  A transmitter is not to be turned on, with or without an antenna, for any 
reason unless the  appropriate frequency pin from the frequency clip board 
is attached to the transmitter.  A slave transmitter hooked to a master 
transmitter does not require a frequency pin provided that the slave 
transmitter is not turned on. 
6.  Engines are to be started in the HOT pit area only.  Care should be taken 
to insure that prop wash does not  interfere with flyers or other aircraft. 
Prolonged running (and breaking in) of engines should be done in the area 
next to the sheds.  
7.  Taxing within the pit area is strictly prohibited. 
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  September 17 , 2003 


