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   November 2003 Next Meeting: November 19 , 2003  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  

 
Announcement 
 
     PCC meeting attendees, please note that Eric Einarsson 
will bring his Great Planes Real Flight Generation 2 RC 
flight simulator to the November PCC meeting.  Not only is it 
fun to fly, it's helpful to enhance one's flying skills. . . . . 
without risk.  If you're wondering what it's like to fly this 
amazing simulator, come to the meeting and give it a try. 
 

President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
   The PCC annual auction was a success, however, there were 
the fewest number of items for sale that I have seen at any of 
our auctions in the last ten years.  The club income from this 
sale was just over $80.  Members from other clubs in this area 
indicated their auctions also were smaller this year.  Maybe 
this is an indication of the state of our economy. 
 
   It’s time for all to renew their AMA membership in 
preparation for renewing their PCC membership.  If you 
already have your 2004 AMA card, I’m sure Ellsworth would 
be happy to get your renewal dues as soon as possible.  The 
PCC Budget for 2004 will be much easier to prepare when we 
know how much we have to work with for the coming year.                                                                                                                 
 
   Well, it had to happen sooner or later.  The field cam and the 
wind machine indicated good flying weather, and I could see 
several vehicles in the parking lot.  I quickly packed up the 
plane and field equipment and drove to the field, only to find 
that conditions had changed during the thirty minutes travel 

time to the field.  So this means there is no perfect method to 
insure good flying conditions.  There was little satisfaction in 
seeing that a half dozen other members had been tricked by the 
“micro-climates” we have around here.  Well, c’est la vie! 
(Such is life).  We have had many good flying days and can 
expect to have many more. 
 
   This is the meeting for nominating replacements for our club 
officers.  I’m sure we have members who are very capable of 
conducting the necessary business of the club.  So if any of 
you ever thought of doing something for the club, now is the 
time to step forward.  Please don’t wait until the last moment, 
because we vote on new officers at the December meeting.  I 
have been President of the club for the past two years and will 
step down and give someone else an opportunity.  As the out-
going President, I will be an “extra” member of the Board for 
the coming year.  Also, I will assist the incoming President in 
getting familiar with the monthly routine, so that the transition 
will be smooth.  All the club positions are voluntary, so please 
do not nominate a member who is not willing to accept the 
position.  Think of it as an opportunity to do something for 
your club. 
 
   Things will be pretty much back to “normal” for the 
November meeting, so bring something for “show and tell”, 
and get a free raffle ticket.  Also, bring a prospective new 
member.  Remember the words of the great Knute K. Rockne, 
“One man practicing sportsmanship is far better than 50 
preaching it.” 
 
Fly safely; fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
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Minutes  - October 15 , 2002 
                           Kirk Phaling  
 
   Pres. Harry Smith called the meeting to order at 7:45 P.M. 
Most of the usual meeting business was not taken up because 
of the Auction. The minutes of the September meeting were 
approved as published in the newsletter. 
 
   Because Ellsworth was hoarse, Harry Smith gave the 
report on the state of the treasury. PCC is above water. 
 
   Wally Cain was in Las Vegas, so there was no report on  
Safety, but no one had heard of any problems. 
 
   Marco Pinto was not present, so no field report was avail- 
able. 
 
   Andrew Sweeney, age 10, was voted in as a Junior Member. 
Congrats, Andrew. 
 
   Do not forget that nominations for officers for the year 
2004 are to be made at the November meeting. So, start 
thinking about whom you want to nominate.. Additional 
nominations can be made at the December meeting and then 
the election will be held. 
 
   The parking lot was supposed to have been ready for use  
at the October meeting but was not. Hopefully, it will be ready 
in time for the upcoming meeting - but don't count on it. 
 
   The meeting adjourned at 7:55 P.M. and the Auction 
followed. 
 
   The was the smallest PCC Auction in terms of the number of  
items for sale that anyone present could remember. Apparently 
this was a trend this year around the Bay area. One theory was 
that in these tight money times RCers would rather hang on to 
STUFF they have than sell STUFF for less than paid for and 
then take that money plus some more and get new STUFF. 
Fiscal responsibility sets in. 
 
   Anyway, a good time was had by all and very few items 
were bought back by the seller. 
 
   John Bassetto was in his usual fine form as AUCTIONEER 
and kept the action moving right along. There were only about 
30 items for sale. The highest sale price was $75.00. There was 
one item sold for $70.00 and several in the $40, $45, and $50 
range. 
 
   Eric Einarsson and Dennis Lowry donated the entire 
proceeds of one item each to PCC.  
 

   Because of some problems in the past of keeping track of 
who bought what from whom, John Bassetto and Kirk 
Phaling modified the system used by Bayside in their auction 
to keep track of sales. 
 
   It worked nicely except for a couple slight glitches 
where a seller did not fill out a form completely and some 
buyers not remembering what they bought. However, because 
of having ID nos. for everyone and having a record of the nos. 
all was easily resolved. We'll use the same system with 
improvements next year. 
 
   Thanks go to Eric Einarsson, Jake Chichilitti, Dave 
Santana, Dennis Fuentes, and all the others who helped set 
up display tables and otherwise assisted. 
 
Kirk  
 

Treasurer’s Column 
                         Ellsworth Crowell
   Club members, if you haven’t renewed you’re A.M.A. for 
the year 2004, you’d better get a move on.  You need your 
2004 A.M.A. to renew your P.C.C. membership for 2004. 
 
   When you receive your 2004 A.M.A. card, mail me a copy 
of it along with your check made out to P.C.C. for $65.00.  My 
address is: 
 
    Ellsworth Crowell 
    424 Oxford Way 
    Belmont,  CA  94002-2752 
 
   These members need not show me their A.M.A. card for 
2004 as I have seen it already.  Eric Adlawan, John Bassetto, 
John Burgess, Mickey Darata, Paul Lum and Roberto 
Ourique.  Gene Carlson is #1 paying his dues for 2004.   
 
    Our auction at our Oct. meeting went off smoothly but we 
could have used more sellers and buyers.  P.C.C.’s profit from 
the auction was $81.00.  We had fun. 
 
   Many thanks to our chief auctioneer, John Bassetto, Kirk 
Phaling, our recorder, and Dave Santana, the money 
collector.  Let’s not forget Eric Einarsson who kept John 
supplied with items to sell.  Thanks to Paul Lum who took all 
the pictures of the auction.  
 
   Let’s all look forward to P.C.C.’S banquet on January 24, 
2004.  We had fun last year.  Let’s do it again this year. 
 
Ellsworth  
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Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 
   Hey, that auction.  John Bassetto did a fantastic job, again.  
He is such a clown.  Glad to see him getting better.  (Did you 
know he broke his leg and then, later on, he broke his hip?  
Ouch!!!)  But he a fantastic job.  The other auction elves, Kirk 
Phaling, Dave Santana, Dennis Fuente , Eric Einarsson also 
did a fantastic job.  Thanks, guys! 
 
   On that Sunday when Half Moon bay had their pumpkin 
festival, Ellsworth, Grant and I decided to do some flying at 
SACRC's.  It was a beautiful day with very light winds.  By 11 
o'clock only the three of us and Dave Fry were at the field.  
Dave said to me,  "You got to watch out for this guy. He's 
dangerous and he going to hurt somebody someday."  I 
couldn't figure out who he was talking about.  Grant or 
Ellsworth.  Well, what Dave  was talking about was a full 
sized yellow Cub getting lined up for the runway.  Because he 
was attempting to land on SACRC's runway, he had throttled 
back to idle and I couldn't hear the engine.  The pilot slowed 
the plane down and did a touch and go right on the runway.  
Dave told me that that guy had actually landed on SACRC's 
runway the week before.  He then taxied to the other end of the 
runway and took off.  Very interesting. 
 
   The following weekend I went flying at our field.  Scotty 
told me that on the previous Sunday a yellow cub flew a really 
low pass, like only a few feet above our runway.  I think it 
must be the same guy.  This is a safety hazard so be aware. 
 
   Harry wrote about the webcam fooling him into believing 
that there was no fog at the field.  There's the other side of the 
coin.  Dennis Lowry was telling me that he loves that 
webcam...and he wasn't checking the pictures.  Dennis said 
one day he flew all day long and all by himself.  What 
happened was that the webcam showed that there was fog at 
the field when it actually it was clear over our flying area. So 
the lesson here is:  If you want to go flying and the webcam 
shows fog, pick up your phone and call the field.  It might be 
flyable.  The webcam is only another indicator.  The best 
indicator is talking with somebody at the field. 
 
   Other news!  Mickey Durata is back flying after having 
health problems.  Good to see him enjoying himself again.   
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  November 

 
      16   Gremlin/Combat flying @ field 

19 Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library,     
                nominations for new club officers 
      29   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  December 
 

17 Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library –  
               Election of Officers and "Member of the        
               Year" 
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 

Attendees of the auction waiting for the show to begin. 
 

As was noted, the number of items for sale were down 
considerably this year.  This was it!  
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Harry welcoming Andrew Sweeney as our newest member. 
 

 
John Bassetto starting the auction.  John did a terrific job. 
 

 
Mike West (with hand up) making a spirited bid. 
 

Eric modeling a new flying hat/bag. 
 

Roberto settling up with the collection committee. 
 

When Grant’s box of goodies was opened, a whole crowd 
formed to look at what was up for sale. 
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As you can see, Olivier was happy with his successful bid, a 
beautiful glider. 

 
Joe Ramirez.  Need anything else be said???  See how 
beautiful the weather was? 

 
Under the mask is Mickey Durata showing his Stick.   The 
mask was to keep out the tractor dust. 

Scotty’s Dazzler suffered major flutter and impacted the 
runway.  Nasty crash.  But he had fun. 

Darrow Watt with Andrew Sweeney on the buddy box with 
Grant looking on.   

Walt Oyung and his wife with his Extra.  Another beautiful 
day.
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  November 19, 2003 


