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President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
   Hope everyone had a safe and happy Thanksgiving, and 
perhaps shared a “Big Bird” (turkey) meal with family and/or 
friends. 
 
   It’s time to renew your PCC membership and don’t forget 
that you must show Ellsworth your current AMA card (or a 
copy of it if you mail in your renewal).  At $65 per year for 
adult membership you get a bargain; barely more than $5 per 
month.  Please renew as timely as possible. 
 
   We have candidates for next years PCC Officers, except for 
President and Vice-President.  If you have ever considered one 
of these positions now is the time to step forward and do 
something for your club.  PCC is an old well-established club 
and the routine for procedures are well established and easy to 
follow, and you might just enjoy it!  We must vote on all 
candidates at the December meeting.  The new officers will be 
introduced at the PCC Banquet on January 24, 2004, and their 
duties commence thereafter. 
 
   The PCC Banquet will be held at 6:00 PM, January 24, 2004 
at Harry’s Hofbrau, 1909 El Camino Real, Redwood City, CA 
(intersection of Woodside Road and El Camino Real).  Tickets 
will be $25 per person and you choose from the regular dinner 
menu after you arrive.  Those who attended last year know the 
routine.  We expect to have a number of door prizes and 
several awards.  Last year more than 50% of those attending 
the banquet won a door prize.  Hope we can do the same this 
time.  If anyone has something to donate as a door prize, 
please contact any PCC officer and make arrangements for one 

of us to obtain the item(s) from you.  Prizes suitable for the 
ladies will be welcomed and are solicited. 
 
   Please make your reservations, along with a check for $25 
each, as soon as possible, but no later than the January PCC 
meeting.  The banquet will be on the Saturday following the 
January meeting.  You may mail your payment to Ellsworth 
Crowell, 424 Oxford Way, Belmont, CA 94062.  You are 
encouraged to bring your wife, girlfriend, or any friend who 
would enjoy the banquet.  All checks should be made out to 
PCC, and indicate on the check that it is for the banquet. 
 
   Don’t forget to bring something for “Show and Tell”, along 
with a potential new member.  Remember the words of David  
T. Kearns, ”In the race for quality, there is no finish line.”   
 
Fly safely; fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
 
Minutes  - November 19 , 2003 
                           Kirk Phaling 
 
   The November 19, 2003 meeting was called to order at 7:45 
P.M. by Pres. Harry Smith.  Running late getting started due 
to a lot of members paying dues for 2004.  Seems like 
yesterday that 2003 was about to start.  No guests were 
present.  Minutes of the October meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter.  
   RaffleMaster John Bassetto gave a rundown on the Raffle 
prizes.  
   The renewal of the parking lot adjacent to the meeting 
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room has been completed and so we do not have to carry stuff 
from the far lot anymore.  Thanks to some one. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER: As usual this vital information was imparted 
by Ellsworth Crowell. 
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain reported that one of the table tops in 
the Hot Pit is not bolted to the frame.  Needs doing - hopefully 
by the time you read this. 
   Recently a full scale Cub flew over the runway quite low. 
Took the members present by surprise. Apparently no one got 
the number in order to report it. Be vigilant. It's possible that a 
model could fly into some irresponsible pilot like this and 
cause a serious accident. 
 
FIELD: Marco Pinto is trying to grow grass by the taxiway. 
Some of the topsoil is being eroded. Please stay off of this area 
to allow the grass to get started. 
   Also, if anyone breaks a prop, especially an APC, in areas 
which are to be mowed, please pick up the pieces and dispose 
of them properly - take the pieces home in your trash. A 
broken prop can damage the mower and it's possible that it 
could be thrown aside and seriously hurt someone nearby. 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Marco M., Marco D. Chavez, and 
Richard Conners were voted in as Full Members. Congrats to 
all. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Annual PCC Banquet will be 
Jan. 24, 2004. The place has not been firmed up yet. Harry 
Smith says it will be at either Harry's HofBrau in Redwood 
City or at the El Rancho Motel in Millbrae.  More info at the 
December meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: According to Jake Chilitti, the library of 
VHS videos donated to PCC by Gene Carlson is not being 
used by the members anymore.  Since Gene said that PCC can 
do with them as PCC wishes, Jake had suggested that they be 
sold to another club or on Ebay.  He will look into and report 
later. 
   Dennis Lowery has completed the catalog of 14 sets of 
rolled plans and has them at his house.  They can be checked 
out and copied.  Call Dennis to find out what is available. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  A new volunteer is needed to bring the 
donuts to meetings.  Call Harry Smith to offer your services 
or see him at the December meeting to fill this vital position. 
   Officers for 2004 will be voted on at the December meeting.  
This also includes two board members.  In addition, the 
Member Of The Year will be voted on.  So far there are only 
nominations for two offices: Ellsworth Crowell for Treasurer 
and Kirk Phaling for Secretary. We are in critical need for 

members to step up for the other spots.  Additional 
nominations will be made at the Dec. meeting. 
   We can't head into 2004 without the other offices being 
filled. 
 
D.O.M.: Lou Fontenot told on himself.  He Was going to 
Lake Hennesy to float fly. In the midst of loading his car he 
got a phone call.  Then he took off for the lake.  Almost there 
he remembered that he had forgotten his transmitter.  Didn't 
turn around to get it- went on and spectated. 
 
S.A.D.: Scott Eustace collected a patch for getting his 
Dazzler into flutter mode and wiping it out. 
 
HITS & MISSES: Marco Pinto reported that finishing resin 
from Tapp Plastics has to be precisely measured to cure 
properly. He found out the hard way. 
 
SHOW & TELL: Harry Smith is converting a 25 cc. 
engine from a Weed-Eater string trimmer which he got at 
Home Depot for $75 for use as a plane engine.  He removed 
the flywheel and other excess casting material.  Weighs 26 oz. 
without carb, muff, and plug.  Or 36 oz. total. He purchased a 
Runtronics electronics unit made by Weston in the U.K .for 
$125.  Dennis Fuentes will make him a prop hub.  All 
told it will weigh 40 oz. A Zenoah 23 goes for 54 oz. and 
another $100.  He'll keep us updated on the progress of this 
project. 
   Eric Einarsson showed  couple of Dumpers he made from 
plans in the Oct.,03 issue of Model Aviation.  These units are 
used by electric flyers to discharge motor batteries.  There 
were some corrections to the Oct. article in the Dec. issue. 
Eric says the units work fine. 
   Jake had his finished "Looks Like A" Ford Trimotor.  Looks 
beautiful.  Painted with Brodak-naturally.  Weighs almost 8 lbs 
and has a 72 in. span.  Not flown as of meeting night. 
   Dave Santana showed a slope glider he got at the Bayside 
auction.  Not flown yet. 
   Scott Eustace is building a Lanier 1/2 A Shrike which he is 
going to power with a Rossi .20 and pipe.  WOW ! 
   Marco Pinto showed a .25 size pattern type plane of 
unknown origin.  He got it from a friend who had it for a long 
time.  The covering was brittle.  Marco had to recover it. Not 
flown yet. 
   Ken Martinez had a foamie electric which he landed hard 
and cracked it. Used foam glue to repair it. 
   The meeting adjourned at 9:10 P.M. and was followed by the 
raffle.  
   Raffle winners were:  Scott Eustace, John Bassetto, Ken 
Martinez, Kirk Phaling, Dennis Lowery, Lou Fontenot, 
Wally Cain, Marco Pinto, and George Wolf. 
 
Kirk 
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Treasurer’s Column 
                         Ellsworth Crowell 
 
   Fellow Members:  When you receive your 2004 A.M.A. 
membership card, mail me a copy along with your annual 
P.C.C. dues payment check of $65 made out to P.C.C. 
 Mail to: 
 
   Mr. Ellsworth Crowell 
   424 Oxford Way 
   Belmont, CA  94002-2752 
 
   As a reminder to late paying members, on January 1, the 
dues go up to $75.00.  On February 1, the dues go up to 
$85.00.  Don’t get caught paying a penalty.  Pay now. 
   Please attach your 2004 year bar to your name badge and 
wear it at the field.  As of January 1, 2004, we want to know 
the members who have their A.M.A. and have paid their 2004 
dues. 
   Don’t forget the P.C.C. annual banquet on January 24, 2004 
at Harry’s Hofbrau in Redwood City.  Twenty-Five Dollars a 
plate for all kinds of food.  Many prizes and good times to be 
had.  Be there!  Don’t be Square. 
 
Ellsworth 
 
   P.S.:  We are due for some great flying at the field this 
winter.  You know, sunshine, no wind, warm.  I hope you are 
ready for it. 
 
Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 
   The different thing this year is that Christmas started before 
Thanksgiving began.  But at our field, spearheaded by Charlie 
Wajdak, the gate has been repaired and the support post has 
been reinforced (thanks to Bob Mariani’s knowledge of 
metals).  Charlie figured it would be a good will gesture to 
Deane, our landlord.  Thanks Charlie and Bob!!  Charlie just 
finished his radiation treatment.  Get well soon, Charlie!!!  
We’ve had rain but we’ve also had some beautiful days.  Just 
look at the pictures below.  Next event will be Harry flying his 
new gasoline power airplane.  (See pictures below) 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 
ALERT   LITHIUM BATTERY SAFETY 
 
   Lithium-polymer battery technology is relatively new and is 
finding its way into model airplane use quite rapidly.  But 
there are some serious Safety concerns.  The following 

information is from an article in Quiet Flyer magazine and the 
latest Horizon Hobby catalog. 
   NiCd and NiMH batteries have proven to be fairly safe to 
use.  They do not contain materials that will easily sustain nor 
cause a fire.  They can burn if shorted but it doesn't happen too 
often.  Lithium batteries are made of materials that can and do 
burn.  Overcharging or damage to the cells can lead to fires. 
   Lithium batteries require a different charging method than 
other types of batteries.  
   Always use a charger that is specifically designed for 
Li-Po batteries and be positive that the manual cell count is 
correctly set for the battery being charged.  It is recommended 
that the charging be monitored at all times and that Li-Po 
batteries be charged on a non-flammable surface. 
   If you have a crash and the battery is damaged, do not  
put the battery in your car or house immediately.  It is possible 
that a chemical reaction can take place in the battery that 
could cause a fire. 
   If you want to use Li-Po batteries in your next model, 
please be very careful and assume that things can go wrong. 
Monitor the charger and be on the lookout for cell damage.  No 
matter what, BE CAREFUL. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
  December 
 
      17   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library - 
Election of Officers and "Member of the Year" 
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org

 

 
Dennis with his trusty old Somethin’ Extra.  Grant reported 
that Dennis crashed this airplane shortly after this picture was 
taken.  Poor Dennis.  (He’s got more airplanes.) 
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Wally Cain getting his Kaos ready for flight. 
 

 
Grant getting his new “stick” ready for flight.  See, short  his 
sleeves.  It was nice and warm. 

 
Bob Mariani carrying Kirk’s Stk. 

 

 
Bob Johnson starting his small Cub. 
 

 
Kirk just enjoying himself.  Look at the beautiful weather.  
Blue skies and light winds. 

 
Bob Mariani prepares to fuel his airplane. 
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Here’s Mickey Durata.  His landings have really improved. Harry with his new giant sized airplane.  Can’t wait to see it 

fly.  Hopefully we’ll get some pictures of the first flight.  

  
Bob Mariani keeping track of his air plane. A picture of Harry’s twin cylinder gasoline engine on the new 

airplane.  

  
Harry pulled up and the crowd gathered. Charlie and Kirk trying to figure out how the put some Crow”i 

Looks like something captured their attention.  



 

 

    
 Mickey Durata and Bob Johnson just enjoying the beautiful day.               Kirk and Charlie getting close to figure you how to set the “crow”. 
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