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   January 2004 Next Meeting: January 21, 2004  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Harry Smith 650-359-5758 flynfrog@earthlink.net  
 Vice President Charlie Wajdak     650-355-3834 charles.wajdak@gte.net 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  

 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT: Banquet!  Banquet! 
     The Annual PCC Banquet will be held at Harry's Hofbrau in Redwood City on Saturday, Jan. 24, 2004. The 
cost is  $25.00 per person.  PCC meeting night, Jan. 21 is the deadline for paying.  Send your check to Harry Smith 
or Ellsworth Crowell. 

   The menu for the banquet will be the same as last year.  Choice of Prime Rib; Rotisseri Chicken; Sirloin Tips; 
Turkey Enchiladas; Beef Lasagna or Super Salad. Hot veggy side orders; Carvery salads; Homemade Desserts, 
and beverage!   
 
   If you wish to provide a prize, especially something suitable for the ladies, let Harry know as soon as possible.  
There will be many door prizes.  Fun for all.     (As Ellsworth says, “Be there or be square!”) 
 

 
Pay your dues!  The field combination will be changed on 
February 1!  Read the Treasure’s Column!! 
 
   
President’s Column 
                            Harry Smith  
 
   Happy New Year!  Hope everyone had a great holiday 
season.  This will be my last official column as outgoing PCC 
President.  I would like to thank a number of people who have 
made my job a lot easier than it may otherwise have been.  It 

would take much more space than is available to list what each 
of these members did to make the club run smoothly, so I will 
simply and impartially list them in alphabetical order.  John 
Bassetto, Wally Cain, Jake Chichilitti, Ellsworth Crowell, 
Jean Crowell, Eric Einarsson, Lou Fontenot, Dennis 
Fuente, Greg Heumann, Paul Klahn, Dennis Lowry, Paul 
Lum, Bob Mariani, Kirk Phaling, Marco Pinto, Dave 
Santana, Ray Squires, and Charlie Wajdak.  Numerous 
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other members assisted with the club workday and PCC picnic.  
This is proof that when many become involved in club 
responsibilities it does not become a burden on anyone.  Thank 
you, one and all!  If I overlooked anyone, I apologize. 
 
   PCC is a diverse group who is involved in almost every 
aspect of R/C activity.  In order to safely accommodate all our 
members, we must abide by PCC rules, use good judgment and 
always be considerate of others.  Please support and assist the 
incoming PCC officers.  Please continue to support the local 
hobby shops who support PCC, and those are J&M Hobby 
House (Cliff White) and Sheldons Hobbies (Ron Sheldon). 
 
   The new 2004 slate of PCC Officers will be introduced at the 
PCC Banquet on January 24, 2004.  Several members will 
receive the President’s Award, and the Member of the Year, 
who is selected by popular vote at each December meeting, 
will also be announced. 
 
   Don’t forget to bring something for “show and tell”, along 
with a prospective new member.  I hope to see you at the 
meeting and at the PCC Banquet.  Remember the words of 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, “A people that values its privileges 
above its principles soon loses both.” 
 
Fly safely. Fly often, and in that order. 
 
Harry 
 

Minutes  - December 17 , 2003 
                           Kirk Phaling  
 
   Pres. Harry Smith called the December PCC meeting (his 
final as Pres.) to order at 7:45 P.M.  A light attendance-
probably due to being so close to Christmas.  Perhaps a lot of 
people were gone for the Holidays.  And a Happy New Year to 
all.  Several guests were present.  The 12 year old son of a 
friend of Ed Donlin is going to apply for membership.  The 
minutes of the November meeting were approved as published 
in the newsletter. 
 
   The Raffle prizes were introduced by John Bassetto. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell gave this report (not his 
final). 
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain had nothing to report.  But - he says 
continue to fly SAFELY. 
 
FIELD:  Marco Pinto reports that all in O.K. The battery in 
the mower has gone bad.  Will not hold a charge and will have 
to be replaced.  And please stay off the seeded areas by the 
taxiway to allow the grass to sprout. 

 
MEMBERSHIP:  Ellsworth had nothing new to report. But - 
time to pay the 2004 dues.  Pay by the end of 2004 to avoid a 
penalty. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The Annual PCC Banquet will be 
held Jan. 24, 2004 at Harry's Hofbrau in Redwood City.  Same 
place as last year.  The price will be $25.00 per person.  Get 
your money to Ellsworth or Harry Smith soon. 
 
   PCC owes a BIG THANK YOU to Bob Mariani and 
Charlie Wajdak for fixing the gate at the field.  Another 
Above and Beyond the call of duty. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  The election of PCC officers for the year 
2004 was held.  The results are: Pres. Ray Squires, V.P. 
Marco Pinto, Treas. Ellsworth Crowell, Sec. Kirk Phaling, 
Board members Jake Chichilitti and Dennis Lowery. 
   The members present also voted for "Member of the Year". 
The result of that will be announced at the Banquet. 
 
S.A.D :  Dennis Lowery got a star to add to his patch. 
 
SHOW & TELL:  Kirk Phaling showed the new TRACKER 
II R/C system from Polk Hobbies.  It has an 8 channel 
computer Tx which can be used on any of the 50 72 mc. freqs. 
Has no xtals.  Has memory for up to 99 models.  Can be used 
with any FM rx-either pos. or neg. shift.  The Rx has no xtal 
and can be set to work on any 72 freq.  Will work with any 
neg. or pos. shift Tx and is 8 channel.   The Tx and Rx batts. 
are both 900 ma. nicads.  The manual leaves something to be 
desired but that can be overcome.  Charlie and Kirk can 
testify to that. 
 
   Harry Smith had his first giant size plane-a Nothing 
Extra.  Not flown as of meeting night. Looks great.  Has an 
RCS 44 cc gas twin to which he added an electronic ignition 
system.  He is using a 20 x 10 prop. Plane weighs 14 lbs.dry. 
 
   Ken Martinez at last has completed his long time project- 
a rebuild of a Chipmunk.  Now has been painted - Candy 
Apple Red.  Ken says don't ever paint anything with that color. 
Very difficult.  But it sure looks good. Ken is using a Super 
Tiger .91 for power.  Had not yet flown. 
 
   Lloyd Murphy continues his project on the Curtis pusher 
training plane which he showed at the July meeting.  Has been 
Brodak painted and looks good. 
 
   Grant Sawai brought his new Aeroworks .40 size Edge 540 
in which he has put an OS .50 for power.  It's an ARF and is 
very well built. 
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   The meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M. and the Raffle followed. 
The winners were: John Bassetto, Dennis Lowery, Ellsworth 
Crowell (twice), Ed Donlin, Jake Chichilitti, Stan Muniz 
(twice), Bob Mariani, Eric Einarsson, and Harry Smith. 
 
Kirk  
 

Treasurer’s Column 
                         Ellsworth Crowell 
 
   It is now past the December 31st deadline for renewing your 
P.C.C. dues for 2004.  The renewal fee is now $75.00 if you 
renew in January, and $85.00 if you wait until February.  If 
renewal is not made by the March 17th meeting, you will be 
dropped from the P.C.C. roster.  Don't forget to include a copy 
of your 2004 A.M.A. membership card and mail it to:    
 
   ELLSWORTH CROWELL 
   424 OXFORD WAY 
   BELMONT,  CA  94002-2752-21 
 
   Please attach your 2004 year bar to your field badge.  The 
field badge with your year bar attached is to be worn at the 
field at ALL TIMES!!!  Not only does it verify that you are a 
paid up member for 2004, it also helps other members to get to 
know your name.   
 
   Reminder:  Please mark your transmitter with your name, 
telephone number and frequency number flag.  Be sure your 
airplane has your name and address on it somewhere.   
 
   THIS IS AN AMA REQUIREMENT! 
 
   If you need some name stickers for your plane, see the 
treasurer.  
 
   Let's all come to the P.C.C. banquet on Saturday, January 24, 
at Harry's Hofbrau at 1909 El Camino Real in Redwood City.  
Only $25.00 each.  Same as last year.  As I said last month, 
"Be there.  Don't be Square." 
 
   Also, don't forget to lock the field, "Lock To Lock". 
 
Ellsworth  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
   We had some pretty cold and rainy days but still we had 
some super days for flying.  Charlie  finally got his Hangar 9 
Ultra Stick with a twin OS 160 four stroke running.  It is 
something to see and hear.  Sweet sounding engine with a lot 
of power.  It flies so fast that you can hear the covering 
whistling.  Charlie  said he’s still nervous with the airplane. 
   Jake put in a lot of work on his Tri-Motor.  Yep!  Three 

engines.  He took a flight and it was uneventful.  I guess that’s 
good.  No flame out during the flight but the center engine did 
quit just in front of the taxiway.  Another interesting sounding 
airplane.  Maybe he’s working up to a four engine airplane? 
   Paul Rushing  crashed his trainer with a Super Tigre G45.  
He was flying his airplane near the north end of the field when 
the engine quit.  I assured him that he had a lot of altitude to 
land in the field.  The wind was out of the south.  As the plane 
got closer to the ground, I warned him not to hit the “Danger 
Cliff” sign.  As the plane got to where it looked like he was 
going to touch down behind the sign, surprise!  His airplane 
disappeared from view.  He was over the ocean.  Ellsworth 
and I gasped when it vanished.  Another dunker. 
   Paul was sad but yet glad to be rid of that Super Tigre.  It 
had a problem of running really rich at midrange.  So bad that 
if you left the throttle at midrange, the engine would quit.  
Roberto also ran into the same problem with his Super Tigre 
91.  We could adjust the idle and the high end, but anything in 
the midrange was horrible.  Roberto solved his problem by 
installing a Tower 60/75 carb on his 91.  So Paul installed a 
Perry carburetor.  It improve the midrange but at about ¾ 
throttle, the engine would really sputter.  We suspect that he 
had his throttle set at ¾ when it quit.   
   Paul told me that he bought an Evolution 46 as a 
replacement.  Brian Troy has this engine and I’ve worked on 
them.  They run great.  Their only fault is with the limiters they 
installed to limit adjustments to the carb’s high and low end.  
On Brian’s engine, Marco(?) pulled the limiters out and then 
we could properly adjust the carb.  
   Grant flew his 40 sized 540 Edge from Aeroworks.  He took 
one flight with it.  The c.g. was too far back so he had a hard 
time controlling it.  He did manage to land it safely.  It’s a fast 
flying airplane and I’m anxious to see what it really can do. 
   Scottie flew his brand new U Can Do 3D, 60 size.  He just 
loves it.  It’s slow and very maneuverable.  
 
   MAKE IT TO THE BANQUET!! 
   
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  January 2004 
 
    21    General Meeting @ 7:30 

24 PCC Banquet  
 

Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 
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Jerry & Hans watching Charlie struggle to get his OS 160 twin 
running right.  He switched from a wooden prop to an APC. 

 
After many hours of fooling with his Ultra Stick 60, Charlie 
finally got it into the air.  Here it is in a middle of a roll. 

 
Charlie flairing his Ultra Stick 60 for a perfect landing.  
Charlie is probably the best lander in PCC. 

 
Charlie adjusting the idle at the north end of the runway right 
after the Ultra Stick’s first flight.  You gotta hear this one! 

 
Grant with his brand new .40 sized Aeroworks 540 edge.  The 
c.g. was too far back so it kept pitching up and down. 

 
The cross wind and tail heaviness caused Grant to miss the 
runway.  Other than that, it’s an excellent flying airplane. 
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Here Grant is making a low speed pass over the runway to 
check out the wind conditions before landing. 

 
Ells, Ray, Marco and his dad watching Jake break his engines 
in.  Marco was yelling something but I couldn’t hear. 

 
Marco and Ray trying to get Jake to fly his brand new tri motor 
airplane.  
 

 
Here’s Jake posing with his new airplane. 
 

 
Here the tri-motor taxis back after its successful flight.  Whew!
 

Scottie with his brand new U Can Do 3D from Great Planes.  It 
has an OS 91.  This is a really nice airplane.  Easy flyer.  When 
you see Scottie, try to get him to put the canopy and cowl on.
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  January 21 , 2004 


