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   February 2004 Next Meeting: February 18, 2004  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Ray Squires 650-368-6559 smsquires@comcast.net  
 Vice President Marco Pinto     415-952-6379   
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  
 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  

 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  
Condolences: 
 
   A sad announcement.  PCC notes the recent passing of 
Margaret Richardson.  Margaret was the wife of our long 
time member Alonzo Richardson.  Margaret has been a 
support to Alonzo in his modeling activities and in his 
participation in many of our events and the activities in many 
other radio control clubs in the Bay Area.  Alonzo is among 
the few who have achieved the status of PCC Life Time 
Achievement Award.  PCC  would like to express our 
condolences to Alonzo’s  and Margaret’s families.  
 

President’s Column 
                            Ray Squires  
 
   Well, it is already the second week of February and it is 
starting to look like spring!  The field is in pretty good shape 
after this past winter.  I believe the Spring Cleanup will be 
nothing but a minor tune-up.  I have been to the field the last 
couple of Sunday’s and the flying has been good.  While I was 
there, I asked for suggestions for what we could do to make a 
great place to fly, even better.  Vice President, Marco Pinto, 
and I are going to meet next week and go over some ideas to 
improve the field. 
   For those of you who were at the Christmas Party, it was another 
smashing success!  Thanks to Harry Smith for another PCC 
highlight.  Kudos are in order to Cliff White , of J&M Hobby, for his 
generosity and continued support of our club and hobby.  We would 
also like to thank Ron Sheldon, of Sheldon’s Hobbies, for his 
contribution to the Christmas Party raffle.  He donated the grand 
prize of an ARF trainer. 
   Congratulations to Charlie Wajdak on being awarded 
Member of the Year.  Without his spearheading the web cam 

drive, (money and investigating the best web cam), we would 
still be in the Stone Age, not the information age.  I only wish 
that he could have been there, in person, to accept the award, 
but let’s see…a cruise in the Bahamas or a dinner at Harry’s 
Hof Brau…I think he made the right decision!  Thanks again, 
Charlie . 
   The day following the party, there was unusually large crowd 
of fliers at the field.  I counted at least 25 - 30 cars in the lot.  
A good time was had by all! 
   Also, a thank-you is in order to the crew that installed the 
web cam in the barn, and to Greg Heumann, who is our 
Webmaster extraordinaire.  
   Thank you to Harry Smith for nominating me for the 
President’s job.  I will do my best to keep this club the best on 
the coast. 
   Well, that’s about it for this month.   
 
Keep ‘em charged and keep ‘em flying! 
 
Ray 
 

Minutes  -  January 21, 2004 
                           Kirk Phaling  
 
   Well, so there was an error in the Dec. meeting minutes. 
It was stated that Harry Smith was presiding over his last 
meeting as President of PCC. However, since the incoming 
officers are not installed until the Annual Banquet which 
occurs after the January meeting, Harry presided over the 
January meeting. The January meeting was his last - which he 
called to order at 7:50 P.M.  The late start was to allow 
members to pay for the Banquet and dues. 
   Outgoing V.P. was not present - he and the loverly Kay 
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had taken time off to go on a cruise. Incoming V.P. Marco 
Pinto was invited to fill that chair. 
   Unfortunately, the Sec. did not get the names of several 
guests. (He may have to take a pay cut if this continues). One 
is an Aeromodelers member who is thinking about joining 
PCC. Another was a friend of Grant Sawai. A daughter of the 
friend is interested in learning to fly RC. Another guest 
expressed interest in joining. 
   The minutes of the December meeting were approved as 
published in the Newsletter. In spite of the error noted above. 
   RaffleMaster John Bassetto displayed the Raffle prizes. 
 
        A SAFETY NOTE ON THE USE OF LITHIUM-
POLYMER BATTERIES 
 
   In the December Newsletter the Sec. wrote about some of the 
problems which can be encountered in using the new Li-Poly 
batteries. It was noted that they require special treatment in 
charging - to avoid fires. Never charge them unattended. 
   As an exclamation point to that - take a look at page 62 of 
the March, 2004 issue of Model Aviation. That page is part of 
a report on the 2003 NEAT FAIR.  There is a picture of a sign 
which was located on the driveway leading into the FAIR. It 
speaks to this issue. The sign says: NO UNATTENDED 
LITHIUM BATTERY CHARGING ALLOWED! 
   There is another picture on the same page showing a small 
model with a LiPoly fire. 
   So far the Sec. has not seen anyone using this type of battery, 
but it will not be long before they start showing up.  This type 
of battery has many good things going for it but they MUST be 
charged with the correct type of charger and used correctly. 
Properly used they are no problem. 
   The main usage now seems to be for powering electric air- 
planes , but will surely find the way into the rest of the R/C 
sport. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  As is standard, this report was given by 
Ellsworth Crowell. 
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain says all seems to be OK. No 
problems to report.  One Monday around the middle of 
January, the Sec. was at the field with a couple of members 
and a couple (man and wife) of visitors walked in.  After 
talking to the man for a couple of minutes the Sec. noticed that 
the woman had wandered off and was approaching the warning 
sign west of the runway.  Had to yell at her several times to get 
her attention and turn her back.  The dangers were explained.  
She hadn't paid heed to the sign. 
   So, be alert when visitors are present.  In spite of our signs, 
some people do not pay attention.  We can't rely on the signs 
alone. 

FIELD:  Marco noted that the grass he planted along the 
taxiway is starting to sprout.  Please stay off of it till it gets a 
good start.   
 
MEMBERSHIP :  Erik Raubitshek was voted in as a Full 
Member.  Congrats, Erik. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The Model Engine Collectors 
Association will have a swap meet at the Campbell 
Community Center Feb.21.  Will be a $4.00 admission. Call 
Neil Leopold for more details. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Final note of the Annual PCC Banquet - 
to be Jan. 24 at Harry's Hofbrau in Redwood City.  Social 
time, dinner, and installation of officers for 2004. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Please note that TICK season is now 
upon us.  They have been found in the grass area around the 
field.  Be aware.   
 
S.A.D.:  Ken Martinez had been working on the restoration 
of a Chipmunk during 2003.  He had obtained it in less than 
flyable condition and during 2003 had brought to SHOW & 
TELL to display his progress at various stages.  He brought to 
the December meeting and it was finally complete but not yet 
flown. He had done a really great job.  Looking great. 
   On its first flight - some time in Jan. - something failed 
and it went in - to the ocean.  Needless to say, Ken got a 
S.A.D. patch and a lot of sympathy. 
 
HITS & MISSES:  John Bassetto reports that Gorilla glue 
is great stuff - especially for foam. 
 
SHOW & TELL:  Eric Einarsson had a servo driver, pulse 
measurement device which he built from Bob Kopski plans in 
Model Aviation.  The unit can operate a servo without needing 
a Tx and Rx. 
   Andrew showed his Nitro powered R/C buggy which he had 
received for Christmas. 
   Scott Eus tace had his Ultra Stik 60 ARF using an MDS .77 
and mini tuned pipe for power.  He set it up without flaps 
because his Tx does not have the required channel.  Not flown. 
   Jake Chichilitti had a new .40 size stik on floats with a 
Magnum .28 for power.  He had built a Midwest .40 Stik years 
ago and saved the plans.  This was the 7th Stik built from those 
plans.  He can almost build them in his sleep.  And you can be 
sure it was painted with BRODAK. What else ? 
   Lloyd Murphy has completed the scale model of a Curtis 
Junior trainer.  He drew the plans himself and scratch built the 
model.  Looked great. A good job. 
   The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M. and was followed by the 
Raffle.  The winners were: Jerry Walsh, Lloyd Murphy, 
Harry Smith, Jeff Obertelli (twice), Scott Eustace, 
Ellsworth Crowell, Jake Chichilitti, Andrew, George Wolf, 
Ed Donlin, and Lou Fontenot. 
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Kirk  
 

Treasurer’s Column 
                         Ellsworth Crowell 
 
   February is here members, time for you late payers to pay 
your 2004 membership dues, send me a check made out to 
P.C.C. for $85.00 and a copy of your 2004 A.M.A. card.  Mail 
to: 
 
   Ellsworth Crowell 
   424 Oxford Way 
   Belmont,  CA  94002 
 
   Say members, how about the P.C.C. banquet at Harry’s 
Hoffbrau?  There was only about 42 of us there but that meant 
that nearly all of us took home at lease one prize, and maybe 
two.   The food was great with many choices, and I know that 
some of you will be happy to know there was no charge to 
P.C.C. 
   Attention all members!!  Some of you have noticed that the 
lock combination at the field has been changed as of Feb. 1.  
Look on the front of you membership card for 2004 and there 
is the new combination. 
   Had another great flying day at Lake Hennessy, Jan. 31.  Sun 
was out, water with hardly a ripple.  Airplanes and boats, 
whatever you prefer, or both. 
 
Ellsworth  
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 
   Well, it’s been a wonderful two years with Harry and 
Charlie  at the helm.  No problems.  Everything ran smoothly.  
Guess that means that their administration did a bang up job.  
Too bad we can’t expect Harry and Charlie  to continue 
forever.  It is a lot of work.  For this, we thank them both.   
   And Bill Newman.  We forgot to thank Bill for keeping our 
weather station running flawlessly.  Thank you Bill!  Thank 
you Bill!  We use your handy work every time we go flying.  
(Please excuse our poor memory.)   
 
   And that banquet was something else.  The heck with Mad 
Cow’s disease, I had a delicious prime rib and I enjoyed it.   
Lot of the guys brought their significant others but there was a 
bunch of stags.  We even got to meet Marco’s fiancé.  Martin 
Vargas  and Paul Klahn showed up.  There was a lot of 
yakking and fun.  Strangest thing was seeing Harry , Paul and 
the other guys with alcoholic drinks in their hands.  We never 
see them with drinks in their hands at the field.  Strange!  It felt 
like we were doing something wrong.  But if Harry was doing 
it, you know it wasn’t wrong.   

   There was a lot of door prizes given out.  The biggest was 
donated by Ron Sheldon of Sheldon’s Hobbies in San Jose-- 
again!  He keeps supporting our banquets and our raffle at the 
Dream Machine events, so let’s also support him by 
patronizing him.  Also, Cliff White gave discounts to the 
many prizes that were given out at the banquet.  And we all 
know how swell a guy he is and the hours of help he has given 
our members.  So support him by buying from him too.  We 
need these hobby shops. 
   Everybody was talking about going flying the next day.   
And guess what!   They did.  It was packed at the field the next 
day.  Even some of the wives showed up.  Ray kept saying 
“This is the most people I’ve ever seen at the field.”    Even 
after some people had left, I counted twenty cars in the lot.  
Grant fired up the grill and cooked some hot Italian sausages.  
There were so many people that he ran out of food.  I think it 
was John Bassetto’s wife who contributed her peanut butter 
jelly sandwich.   And I think Ken Martinez’s wife  made a tub 
of delicious potato salad.  Thank you Mrs. Martinez and Mrs. 
Bassetto!  
   Flying was going on everywhere.  Darrow Watt got yelled 
at by John Bassetto for flying a stunt kite over the pit area 
when he got yelled at.  Ha, ha!  Rules is rules! 
   Again there was a big crowd at the field on the following 
Sunday.  Maybe it’ll be a regular thing again. 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  February 
 

18 Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
  
  March 
 
     7    Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
   17    Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
 
 

Don’t Forget 
 
   Members are required to wear their PCC badge with their 
year bar attached when flying at our field. 
 
   AMA requires that your name, phone and AMA number be 
affixed to your airplane. 
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Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 

    
  At Harry’s Hoffbrau.  Harry, Ray, Ken and his wife at the    
   bar. 

    
   Member greeting each other. 
 

    
   Line for dinner.  It didn’t seem too long a wait.  Gives you   
   time to figure out what you want for dinner. 

    
 
 
 

      
     Getting closer to the food. 
 

      
     Harry showing the grand prize, a model donated by Ron  
    Sheldon of Sheldon’s Hobbies 

      
     Harry introducing the new president and vice-president,  
     Ray Squires and Marco Pinto. 
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   Andrew pulling the raffle tickets. 
 
 

    
   Attendees. 
 
 

    
   More attendees. 
 

      
     More attendees. 
 
 
 

      
     More attendees. 
 
 

      
     Crowd at the field on the day after the banquet. 
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   Ken  helping Martin Vargas with Dishon carrying on a  
   discussion with John 
 

    
   Eric and Jake doing some slope gliding. 
 

    
   Grant cooking up lunch with John supervising. 

      
     John starting up while Erick holds for him. 
 
 

     
    Dave taking his little girl up for the first time.   
 

     
   Jake with his new ME-9.  Beautiful job!
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 8

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  February 18, 2004 


