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   June 2004 Next Meeting: June 16, 2004  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Ray Squires 650-368-6559 rlsquires@comcast.net  
 Vice President Marco Pinto     650-952-6379  marco.pinto@varian.com 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  
 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  

 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  
President’s Column 
                            Ray Squires  
 
   Over Memorial Day weekend, my son Adam and I made our 
annual trek to the IMAA Giant Scale Fly-In/Show at Castle 
Air Force Base in Atwater, near Merced.  If you have never 
been, it is a show that you should experience at least once.  
Just to see how far Radio Control has come in the last few 
years is worth the trip.  We got there at about 1:30 p.m. on 
Friday thinking that we could get close to front row and center.  
WRONG!!  The gates had opened on Thursday and all we 
could get was the back row.  Well, at least we were near the 
porta-potties!  
   We soon hooked up with Jake Chichilitti and later that 
evening we were joined by Grant Sawai and Martin Vargas , 
a former PCC member that now lives in Sacramento.   
   Several of the highlights of the show were a Super Connie 
with at least a 15-foot wing span and a turbine powered King 
Cat that put on quite a show each day with 200 mph low 
passes.  But the event that will probably stick with me the 
longest was on Friday, when a P-51 did a high speed, low pass 
followed by a Folke Wolfe 190, then another P-51 chasing 
after him.  Just when you think you’ve seen it all, on Saturday, 
a solo P-51 did a high-speed, low pass that Jake swore he 
could read the instrument cluster as it rolled over in a tight, 
banking left turn right in front of us. 
   One of the low lights of the weekend was the demise of 
Grant’s giant scale. He said it seemed like a radio hit and even 
under closer examination nothing could be found that proved 
otherwise.  The good news is that the plane was the only thing 
that was lost.  I’m sure by now Grant has called Wild Hare 
Aviation and discussed or ordered a replacement aircraft. 
 

   Jake  flew his tri-motor and was received with enthusiasm 
from the crowd.  Again, if you haven’t been to the show, I 
would highly recommend it. 
   The flying season at PCC is here, so be sure to check and 
cycle your batteries and do a thorough inspection of all flight 
control services to avoid any mishaps at the field.  Also, with 
the summer weather pattern coming into play, be sure to check 
the PCC web cam and call the field if you have any doubts on 
the weather condition at the field. 
   It has come to my attention that pilots that have crashed in 
the surrounding oat fields have been not going directly to their 
aircraft, and have destroyed some of Mr.Deane’s crops.  Please 
read Paul Lum’s column on the proper procedure to locate and 
retrieve your downed aircraft. 
 

Keep ‘em charged and keep ‘em flying! 
 
Ray 
 

Vice President’s Column 
                            Marco Pinto  
 
   It is hard to believe that we are already half way through the 
year.  The winds are more prominent now than during the 
previous months and the rains have yielded for crispy clean 
blue skies.  You would expect to see more people at the field 
taking advantage of the warm days and wringing up their 
planes all day but that has not been the case – or seems to.  I 
have been there almost all weekends and wondered where has 
everyone gone?  The winds have picked up a bit, true, but that 
also makes it very challenging to fly.  For instance, I found a 
couple of barnstormers on Sunday 6th at field.  Scotty and 
Eddie flew ‘till very late that day.  They reported winds up to 
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22mph and lots of fun flying under such conditions.  Do I see 
“All Season Flyers” here? 
   On the other hand, I received a call from Frank Phelps  
about a week ago. It was very pleasant surprise to hear from a 
good friend after not seen him for a very long time.  It turned 
out he has had some health problems.  As a result he can not 
drive anymore.  He misses going to the field and to the PCC 
monthly meetings – I think it is Wally’s coffee and John and 
Eric raffles.  Frank wasted no time and his true RC heart kept 
him “RCing” on a flight simulator at home, keeping his skills 
sharp.  However, he is not able to drive himself to the field.  
Whenever it is possible for you to give him a ride to the field 
or to the PCC meetings, please do so.  I am sure he as well as I 
will appreciate it. 
   It is time to start thinking about replacing the two starting 
tables in the hot pit area as it has been mentioned on earlier 
meetings.  If you would like to volunteer in the construction of 
the new ones, please come see me.  I would like to see that 
project rolling right after we pay our field lease so we know 
how much money we are left with.  As always, everyone is 
welcome to pitch in.  
   I am trying to get more members involved in our hobby and 
back at the field, so I suggested Grants to have a “Building 
Night” over his place. The idea is for about two or three people 
to come over with their Gremlin kits (see John Bassetto for a 
kit) and we all will build them together that night. We will 
share specific building portions of the kits so building will be 
faster and efficiently – at least that is the idea.  We will try to 
finish all 3 airplanes in about one or two nights of work. You 
must have all the equipment ready to participate and fly the 
airplane when we’re done.  The idea is to get more people 
flying, get a bigger combat group, to share some building time 
and to have fun as club members.   So far it is just an idea I 
had, but if there is enough interest and participants I will 
schedule the first “Building Night” pretty soon.  If you are 
interested in participating, come see me.  Due to the limited 
space in Grants home we are limiting the number of 
participants to a maximum of 3 per meeting. First come, first 
served basis. 
   I would like to encourage everyone to come to your field and 
enjoy it, whether you come to fly or not.  Bring your project if 
you want but bring yourself.  I look forward see you out there. 
 
COMING OUT...! 
    
Marco 
 

Minutes  -  May 19, 2004 
                                                                        Kirk Phaling 
   Pres. Ray Squires called the meeting to order at 7:35 P.M. 
Two guests came in later and both indicated that they intend to 
join PCC.  Attendance was low this night.  The minutes of the 
April meeting were approved with the following correction: 
the name of the guest at the April meeting is DON Edwards , 
not John.  Sorry about that, Don. 

   John Bassetto displayed this Raffle prizes - as usual, a nice 
assortment of good items. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain was off on a cruise, so no report from 
him, and nothing from anyone else. 
 
FIELD:  Marco Pinto said he has changed the air and oil 
filters on the mower.  Frank Phelps  donated a push mower.  
Thanks you, Frank. Ed Daum noted that a way to rid the area 
of gophers is to pour salt water down the holes. 
 
TREASURER:  This statistic was given by Ellsworth 
Crowell. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Ed Daum, Jasson, and Terri Durhan 
were voted in as Full Members. Congrats to all. 
 
FLITE PROFICIENCY:  Ed Bussing  was awarded his 
SOLO certificate.  Congrts, Ed. 
 
OLD & NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
D.O.M. & S.A.D. Awards :  None. 
 
SHOW & TELL:  Scott Eustace  had a Tufflight 4D which is 
an almost unbreakable .40 size plane made of EPP foam, 
plastic, and Coro-Plast.  It's designed for learning 3D flying. 
Not flown as of meeting night.  Has full flying vert. & hor. 
stabilizers.  Different. 
   Oliver Salles showed his T-34 on floats.  Great looking. 
   Andrew Sweeney had a nice Sky Skooter. An electric park 
flyer ARF by Hitec. 
   Ed Bussing showed the wings and fuse sides of a LARGE 
size Eindecker which he has undertaken to complete the 
construction of.  He also had a Quadra 50 engine which will be 
used to power it. 
   The meeting adjourned at 8:30 and was followed by the 
Raffle. 
Raffle winners were:  Jim Reimholz, Walter Oyung, Grant 
Sawai, Andrew Sweeney, Don Edwards (twice), Jim Perry 
(twice), the mother of Andrew (guess who gets that), Ed 
Bussing (twice), Harry Smith, and Scott Eustace. 
    
Kirk  
 

President’s Corner  - May 2004  
 

   The Dream Machine Show was held on April 25, 2004 at 
Half Moon Bay Airport. PCC was well represented with 
members who brought a wide assortment of the different types 
of airplanes that we fly.  Harry Smith brought his converted 
weed-whacker motor and ran it a couple of times to show what 
can be done with gasoline motors for large scale aircraft.  
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Alonzo brought an in-the-bones WWII bomber aircraft that he 
was a maintenance officer on during the war.  There was a lot 
of interest in the aircraft considering most of the people talking 
to him probably weren’t even born when the aircraft was being 
flown.   
   Also, we had the same prime spot as last year, which was 
right in front of Frank Sylvestri’s hanger.  Frank came over 
and introduced himself to me and was commenting on my P-
47.  He had many fond memories of the time he spent in the 
cockpit of a full-scale.  Later on in the afternoon, we had a 
chance to go with Frank into his hangar/office and look at 50 
years of history in pictures that he had hanging on the wall.  In 
his hangar he also had several aircraft under reconstruction, 
one of which was a Citabria.  Very cool. I would recommend 
that if you are ever in HMB airport that you try to get in touch 
with Frank.  He is a very colorful character who loves to talk 
about flying and has been at the Airport for over 50 years. 
 
Note: My e-mail address has changed.  I can now be contacted 
at  rlsquires@comcast.net.  
 

Keep ‘em charged and keep ‘em flying! 
 

Ray 
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
   If your plane should go down in the field and you cannot see 
it, do the following: 
1.  Do not take your eyes off of the crash site. 
2.  Lay your transmitter down on the ground with the antenna  
     pointed at the crash site.  This will give you the direction. 
3.  Keeping your eye on the site and move to another location,  
     say 75 feet to the right or to the left. 
4.  Place two objects pointing to the crash site.  This second 
     view will give you the distance to spot.  The object can be  
     some rocks, sticks or whatever is handy. 
5.  Go back to your transmitter.  Pound two sticks into the   
     ground, lining them up so that they point to the crash site.   
     Make sure the sticks are long enough to be seen from the    
     crash site.  Or it can be two chairs. 
6.  Go to the second viewing point and pound two sticks into  
     the ground, lining them up so that they point to the crash  
     site.  
7.  Go back to where your transmitter was and start walking in  
     the direction of the crash site, using the lined up sticks as a       
     guide.  When the two sets of sticks or objects line up, you  
     should be very near the crash site.   
8.  When you find your aircraft, return in the same path you  
     came in, trying your best to minimize damage to the crop. 
 
   I've had very good luck using only one direction as a guide.  
Years ago, Dick Hannah crashed an airplane deep into the 
valley at our old fie ld.  The vegetation was quite tall, averaging 
5 feet.  I sat on Dick's  Corvair station wagon looking for his 

airplane as he zig zagged across the field.  After two hours, we 
gave up.  When the plane first went down, I had lined up the 
edge of one of the storage shed with edge of one of the fence 
posts.  The next morning I decided to use this direction point to 
look for the airplane.  I followed that direction and it lead me 
to a spot where I found left over pieces of Dick's airplane.  He 
had found his airplane the day before.   
   A few weeks ago, Kirk lost sight of his airplane and landed 
in the oats where it couldn't be seen.  I was able to walk 
directly to his airplane and retrieved it.  Kirk reminded me not 
to crush any more oats than necessary.  So, it can be done. 
   My biggest problem is, right after a crash, I'll turn around 
and look at the guys in the pit area and say, "Did you see that 
crash?"  Then, when I turn back, I won't be able to recall where 
the plane went down.  So, before you do anything, point your 
antenna at the crash site and lay your transmitter down. 
   The other problem I had was being too eager to help.  On one 
occasion another flyer had crashed his airplane and placed his 
transmitter down with the antenna pointed at the crash site.  
Helpful me went and retrieved his transmitter.  Needless to 
say, he was ticked and the guy kept muttering something about 
me as he trudged through the bushes, looking for his downed 
airplane for the rest of the day. 
   There are several commercial systems to find a downed 
plane available.  One uses a buzzer or beeper.  Turn your 
transmitter off and it buzzes.  But you have to be close enough 
to hear the buzz.  Sorry, servo motors cannot be heard. 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Editorial 
 
  Paul Klahn, a former PCC member and president, commenting on 
the full size cub buzzing our r/c fields. 
 
   If you (and Wally) want an 'outsiders' opinion, Get that Cub's 
tail number and report him to the FAA, don't wait.  That guy is 
going to kill himself or some RC pilot, and cost some club it's 
field.  I wouldn't wait for the tail number, I'd call the FAA and 
complain using time and date.  Several reports to the FAA will 
allow them to notify and warn local airports  of this activity. 
 
Paul Klahn 
 

FIELD RULES REVIEW 
 
WHILE FLYING: 
 
18. No more than four aircraft shall be flown at the same time.  
Individual flights shall not exceed 15 minutes unless 
conditions so permit, and only after prior arrangement is made  
with the other pilots presents. 
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19. Helicopters are restricted to the same flying area as fixed 
winged aircraft, taking off from and landing on the runway,  
but shall not be flown closer than 75 feet from the pit area, the 
picnic tables or the parking area. 
20. Helicopters may be flown while fixed winged aircraft are 
being flown provided that:    
      a. Take-offs and landings take place at the area on the map 
indicated as “Helicopter Pad”.  
      b. In the rule, “No more than four aircraft shall be flown at 
the same time,” the helicopter shall be counted as an aircraft 
and shall be restricted to the same time limit. 
      c. Helicopters shall remain east of the runway and shall not 
be flown closer than 75 feet from the pit area and the picnic 
tables and shall be flown  only in the area labeled “Restricted   
Helicopter - 3D Flying Area” 
21. Fixed winged “3D” type flying shall yield to and shall not 
interfere with “regular” type flying and shall not be flown 
closer than 75 feet from the pit area, the picnic tables and the  
parking area. Fixed winged 3D type flying shall take place in 
the “Restricted Helicopter - 3D Flying Area” when regular 
type flying is taking place. 
22. Only fliers who have earned a “Solo Certificate” are 
allowed to fly without supervision. 
23. PCC name badge with the current year’s bar attached must 
be worn when at the field. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
June 
 
    16  Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
  

Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 
 

    
   Harry getting ready to fly his Nothin’ Extra. 
 

   
  Charlie with a nice smile.  His treatment seem to be    
  working.  Hope Kay, his wife, gets back to normal soon.  
 

    
   Roberto running up his new Cosair.  It’s powered by a  
   Zenoah G38.  Still ironing out the problems. 
 

       
   Scottie hovering his Pizzaz.  Hope you can see this in  
   print.  It’s visible online. 
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   Marco lecturing his baby to fly correctly. 
 
    

    
   Abe getting his Sukoi ready for flight. 
 

    
   Joe talking with Ellsworth about…..   Well, you know  
  Joe! 

    
   Oliver getting serious about getting his Level “C”.  Going 
   through your levels WILL improve your flying. 
 

    
   Andrew telling his dad, Mike, and Ellsworth about his  
   first landing.  He’s getting there!! 

    
   Grant retrieving his U Can Do 3D with Scottie’s help  
   while Marco continues to fly.  Determination!!! 
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  June 16, 2004 


