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   July 2004 Next Meeting: July 21, 2004  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Ray Squires 650-368-6559 rlsquires@comcast.net  
 Vice President Marco Pinto     650-952-6379  marco.pinto@varian.com 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685  
 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  

 Editor                                                 Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  
President’s Column 
                            Ray Squires  
 
   I don’t have much this month, but the rent is paid for 
another year and our CD is either reinvested, or about to 
be.  LIFE IS GOOD! 
   While going through a stack of old model magazines 
that CharlieWajdak gave me for the Dream Machine 
Show, I came across an old newsletter that Roger 
Tennyson (past PCC President, circa 1990) wrote in the 
March 1990 newsletter.  I have reprinted it here without 
the author’s permission, but I don’t think Roger will 
mind. 
 
Ramblings with Roger 
 
   It certainly doesn't seem like 26 years ago that we were sitting in 
the back of the little hobby shop in San Bruno (yeah, model airplane 
clubs used to meet in the back of hobby shops) discussing our plight 
of having our flying site plowed under for houses.  It seemed that 
some guy named Foster had a city in mind.  This was the third time 
we had moved in two years, and this time we had been PROMISED 
that when we put in the runway, we would be able to fly there for AT 
LEAST five years.  Without warning, the "developer" had dumped 
tones of dredged earth all over our field and most especially on our 
freshly asphalted runway.  It was definitely time to move.  I 
remember asking at that meeting if anyone knew of a farmer on the 
coast who had land which would be suitable, and we began looking... 
   This time we have a year's warding, although we are down to 10 
1/2 months now.  We must vacate the little valley where we've been 
for the last quarter century - certainly the longest continuous flying 
site in Northern California - and move on.  We are again displaced, 
but this time with a great difference. 

   The county has bought our field for low-cost housing for workers 
on the remaining farms in the area.  By law, they must find us a site, 
and they must REPLACE OUR FACILITIES!  This means that they 
are going to buy us a runway, supply us with county land and do the 
grading and improvements.  I am still wary of the deal (it seems too 
good to be true), but there it is.  The new site is located down the 
coast what I hope is another 25 years, and if you have not been down 
to look at it, you should.  It is a beaut.  On a butte.  The county will 
lease this to us for what we are paying now, and I still can't believe 
it. 
   In order to get located by the new deadline, we must begin right 
away.  I get the feeling that if we cooperate in good faith with the 
county, we may be able to get the site designated as a county open 
space recreation area, and it will be permanent.  That would be 
something to leave behind for new members, wouldn't it? 
   We will vote to move the club at the March meeting, so if you have 
any questions, you may call any of the board members, and attend 
the meeting. 
  
   Well, that plot of land didn’t work out for us but 
Charlie Wajdak, Gary Ware , and other found our 
current site and we are lucky to have it.  We should have 
a deep appreciation for what we have, and enjoy it to the 
fullest extent.  

 
Keep ‘em charged and keep ‘em flying! 

 
Ray 
 

Minutes  -  June 16, 2004 
                                                                        Kirk Phaling 
 
   The June,04 PCC meeting was called to order at 7:45 P.M. 
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by Pres. Ray Squires.  Had several guests in attendance this 
night.  Tim Boyle  and son Drew and a lovely lady friend of 
Ed Donlin.  Tim is returning to the hobby after several years 
of laying off of gliders.  The minutes of the May meeting were 
approved as published in the newsletter.   
   Pres. Ray Squires gave a summary of the Board meeting 
which was held June 15 to discuss the PCC financial picture 
for the remainder of the year.  The details will not be presented 
herein as it is the policy of PCC to not present the financial 
status of the club in the newsletter.  If you were not at the June 
meeting and want some details call one of the officers or a 
Board member. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain was not present but there were no 
reports of any problems. 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell gave this report. 
 
FIELD:  Marco Pinto reported that the mower needs some 
major work to get it running.  New parts will cost about $350.  
It may be possible to repair some.  Marco estimates that the 
repair work will probably run from $70 to $350.  He will 
report at the July meeting. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Don Edwards  was voted in as a Full 
member.  Congrats, Don. 
 
FLITE PROFICIENCY:  Dennis Lowery was presented 
with his "A" and "B" badges.  Also, congrats to you, Dennis . 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Ray Squires has installed two fire 
extinguishers in the impound box. 
   Dennis Lowery said the new impound box parts are ready to 
be picked up and taken to the field for assembly.  Ray and 
Harry Smith will take care of that. 
   Ray reported that the WebMaster will soon be getting a club 
membership application form on the web site. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  PCC will be looking to have the club 
picnic sometime in September.  It will also be open to 
members of other Bay area clubs.  PCC will provide the basic 
stuff and members can bring potluck. 
   Call Marco Pinto to get involved in the Gremlin combat 
building program.  See the newsletter for last month on the 
details. 
   John Bassetto has some kits.  PCC uses .25 motors in the 
planes. 
 
D.O.M .:  None. 
 
S.A.D.:  Grant Sawai was on the receiving end this month for 
the SAD loss of his new BIG plane. 
 

SHOW & TELL:  Harry Smith has his new Ultra Stik Lite 
120 ARF with his weedwHacker conversion gas engine.  He 
had shown the converted engine at a previous meeting.  He had 
not flown it as of meeting night.  The Stik 120 ARF is a very 
well built plane.  He likes it. 
   Warren Heckman had a Balsa USA Bristol M1 with an 
Irvine .46 for power.  Weighs about 8 lbs.  Not flown as of 
meeting night.  He said the kit was great.  It was a nice looking 
plane. 
 
   The meeting adjourned at 8:55 P.M.  and the Raffle follow- 
ed.  Winners were:  Andrew Sweeney, Ray Squires, Mike 
Nadler, John Bassetto, Ken Adlawan, Dennis Lowery 
(twice), Marco Pinto, Warren Heckman (twice), Ed Donlin, 
Ken Martinez, and Frank Phelps. 
    
Kirk  
 

Vice - President’s Column 
                                                                        Marco Pinto 
 
   Trying to keep up meeting the deadline of the newsletter 
reminds me of school’s work.  Always seems to come too 
soon.  Flying conditions have been very favorable this past 
month with only few very hot days.  Otherwise, the usual 
overcast, fog and marine breeze have kept the temperature 
down when sunny.  I hope you been there taking advantage of 
such weather. 
   I want to make a correction about last month newsletter.  The 
Reel Push Mower was donated by Frank Corcoran of San 
Mateo and not by Frank Phelps  as mentioned in the Field 
Section.  Thank you Frank Corcoran for your donation. Give 
him a hand shake when you see him. 
   I would like to remind everyone that if you bring guests to 
the field, please explain them our flying regulations and let 
them know when they unknowingly break the rules or are 
about to do so.  Even if they have flown at our field before, 
please remind them of our rules.  If they are not your guests 
then, tell them in a polite, kind and friendly manner.  We all 
are field marshals out there.  If you are doing 3D flying and 
hovering, please, make sure you are keeping a safe distance 
from the pit area.  The higher you are hovering the further 
away you should keep your airplane in case you lose control or 
gusty winds.  Think about safety.  Come on out and fly.  I will 
see you at the field. 
 
Coming OUT!… 
 
Marco 
 
FOR SALE: 
 

• JR 347 computer radio…………$125 
• Buckeye Ducted Fan Kit NIB ….$215 

Excellent 1st ducted fan trainer, tapered wings. 



 3

• ARC Sean Tucker Pitts-NIB……$350 
• Byron .60 Sukhoj/OS 1.20 4-Stroke w/fut. servos 

Fiberglass fuse/plug-in wings…..$425 
 

If interested call me (650) 952-6379 evening time. 
Marco Pinto 
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 
   After run oil?  For many years, I’ve been putting after run 
oil in my engines at the end of every flying session in an 
attempt the keep the bearings rust free.   When I started using 
my Tower .75, it seemed that the bearing failure problem got 
worse.  Tower’s bearings cost around $7 so I thought it was the 
fault of the bearings.  In the past, I’ve used 3 in 1 oil, 
transmission fluid, marvel mystery oil, air tool oil, WD 40.  
Eventually, all of these after run products failed.  During one 
call to Boca Bearings I explained to the person on the line the 
problems I was having with my bearings failing so often.  He 
recommended their product, ‘Midas Touch’.  This stuff is very 
light, flows like water.  He said I should put no more than three 
drops after each flying session.  He said the problem with the 
other after run oils I was using is that they prevented the balls 
from rolling freely.  With ‘sticky balls’, when you start your 
engine at the beginning of the day, the balls may not roll but 
instead it will slide, causing a flat spot to form on the balls.  
When the engine is running, these flat spots may stop the ball 
from rolling and the flat spots will worsen.  This will cause 
drag and the engine’s performance will suffer.  Eventually the 
bearing will fail 
   One day at the flying field, I showed Kirk Phaling the after 
run oil I purchased from Boca Bearings.  Kirk told me that he 
doesn’t put after run oil in any of his engines.  And he’s been 
flying a loooong time!   He was running the same Tower .75 in 
his airplane and he has never had a bearing problem. 
   A word here about Kirk.  Although he doesn’t flaunt it, he is 
a very intelligent person and is well educated.  He was an 
engineer during his working career. 
   So, to prove him wrong, I didn’t put any after run oil at the 
end of that day.  I went home and took the engine.  When I 
looked inside, I found that there was about a tablespoon of oil 
inside the engine, the oil was the left over after the alcohol had 
evaporated from the fuel.  This is enough oil to prevent rust.  
Since using Kirks suggestion, I have never had another bearing 
go bad.  I’ve been doing this for over a year.  To validate this, I 
told Roberto Orique about Kirk’s suggestion.  Roberto is 
another intelligent person and he has had many years of 
experience with engines and things mechanical.  Last week 
Roberto told me that he has been following Kirk’s suggestion 
and he has not had any problems.  
   There is another advantage to not adding an after run oil.  
When you add an after run to your engine, the next time you 
try to start your engine, the after run oil will coat your glow 
plug, making it more difficult to start.   Also, during the first 

few minutes of running, the remaining after run oil in the 
crankcase will be blown up to the glow plug, coating it, an 
cause the engine to sputter, or even quit. 
    Also, if you were to flood your engine with after run oil at 
then end of your flying session, you will be trapping any 
remaining alcohol onto the metal parts of your engine.  This is 
what causes the rusting. 
   I know, I know.  All the experts say we should use an after 
run oil, but are they correct?  Or is it an assumption that no one 
has questioned before?  And, what about the companies selling 
after run oils?  With Kirk’s method, I have never had a bearing 
go bad on me yet.  Keep checking with Kirk, Roberto and me.  
I didn’t believer Kirk at first but now I’m converted!!! 
   Oiling 4 strokes?  Can’t say as the above applies to two 
stroke alcohol engines only. 
   Andrew Sweeney.  Andrew finally figured out how to land 
his airplane.  He lands the proper way:  nose up and at low 
speed.  Congratulations!  He should be getting his Solo 
Certificate soon.  Will he be the youngest? 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  July 
    21  Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
 
  August 
     21  Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
  

Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 
   

     
    Ellsworth running Dennis through his A & B levels.   He    
    earned it! 
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   New member, Donald Edwards, holding his new airplane  
   After taking its first flight.  Don got to do his first flying. 

    
   Mike Sweeney teaching his wife, Valerie, how to start  
   Andrew’s airplane’s engine.  Careful! 
 

    
   Andrew with his Dad and Grand Dad after his first  
   successful landing.   Very good Andrew! 
 

    
   Scottie with his expensive foamie electric 3d airplane.   
    

    
   Marco and Henry watching Scottie setting up his Pigi 3d. 
 
 

     
    Grant, lost without an airplane.  Don’t worry, he’s got a  \ 
    bunch of them he’s working on. 
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    Ken making us jealous with another of his fly ing skills:   
    control line, with a ‘Flight Streak’. 
 

     
    He even did an inverted landing, just to show off!!!!   
     

    
   Dennis trying to get that bench to fly.  You know, a lot of  
   guys have tried it. 

    
  Cool Roberto flying his invisible helicopter.   
 
 

    
   Ken’s flight line crew, Jake, Marco and Eric.  Jake also did 
   some c.l. flying. 
 

    
   Marco getting ready to start his Cub.
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  July 21, 2004 


