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   January 2005 Next Meeting: January 19, 2005  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President                                      Ray Squires 650-368-6559 rlsquires@comcast.net  
 Vice President Marco Pinto     650-952-6379  marco.pinto@varian.com 
 Secretary       Kirk Phaling   650-345-0685 kwphaling@sbcglobal.net  
 Treasurer &    
    Membership    Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  

 Editor                                     Paul Lum      650-508-1941      ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone    650-726-1452  

  

     ANNOUNCEMENT:        Banquet!  Banquet! 
     The Annual PCC Banquet will be held at Harry's Hofbrau in Redwood City on Saturday, Jan. 22, 2005. The 
cost is  $25.00 per person.  PCC meeting night, Jan. 19th  is the deadline for paying.  Send your check to Harry 
Smith or Ellsworth Crowell. 

   The menu for the banquet will be the same as last year.  Choice of Prime Rib; Rotisseri Chicken; Sirloin Tips; 
Turkey Enchiladas; Beef Lasagna or Super Salad. Hot veggy side orders; Carvery salads; Homemade Desserts, 
and beverage!   
 
   If you wish to provide a prize, especially something suitable for the ladies, let Ray know as soon as possible.  
There will be many door prizes.  Fun for all.     (As Ellsworth says, “Be there or be square!”) 
 

Pay your dues  Read the Treasure’s Column!! 
 
 
President’s Column 
                            Ray Squires  
 
   Holiday greetings and Happy New Year!  Another New Year 
has begun and the start of another great flying season is on the 
horizon.  Just when you thought that the holiday festivities 
were over, there is one more event that will be the highlight of 
the season.  No stress!  No strain!  No shopping!  Just good 
times with flying buddies…this is the Annual Holiday Banquet 
on January 22, 2005 at Harry’s Hof Brau, 1909 El Camino 
Real, Redwood City.  A no-host bar will start off the event at 
6:30 p.m. with dinner to follow.  The price is $25.00 per 
person and that includes dinner and raffle.  Harry’s menu will 

be open for you for dinner, dessert, and beverages.  The 
deadline for purchasing tickets will be at the January 19th 
meeting.  So bring your family and friend(s) and party in the 
New Year with PCC.  At the event, the 2005 Officers will be 
installed, or re-installed, as the case may be.  The President’s 
Awards and Member of the Year Award will also be presented.  
Hope you can make it! 
   It’s that time of the year when we renew our club 
membership.  Please see Ellsworth with your 2005 AMA Card 
and pay your dues and penalties for late renewal.  We would 
like to have everyone renew as soon as possible so that the 
Executive Board can plan our 2005 budget.    
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   With all of the rain we have had lately, now would be a good 
time to do maintenance checks on all our aircraft.  Cycle your 
batteries, and make sure everything is in flying condition so 
when the good weather finally comes our way you can grab 
your gear and head to the field.  The past rainy days have made 
for a very soggy field.  Use caution when driving into the 
parking lot, and when walking on the side of the runway. 
   Hope to see everyone on the 22nd of January.  There are lots 
of great raffle prizes and fun to be had.  As Ellsworth says, “be 
there or be square”. 
 
   Keep ‘em charged and keep ‘em flying! 
 
Ray 
 
 

Minutes  -  December 15, 2004 
                                                                        Kirk Phaling 
 
   And so, another great year of flying has come to a close. 
2004 had many fantastic days to fly.  Enjoyed many of them 
with fellow PCCers.  A good number of years ago the Sec. 
started going to the field on Mondays.  Most often the weather 
would be good to excellent.  Usually there would only be two 
to three of us there.  But over time the number has been 
increasing to some times as many as 10 or 11.  Makes for great 
flying. 
   Sometimes the FOG would upset things.  A field camera was 
installed and connected to the PCC web site so that anyone 
with a computer and connected to the internet can check for 
fog so as to avoid futile trips to the field.  Hoorah for 
technology. 
   Having gotten burned out on computers in the 80s, the sec. 
while still having an out of date one, avoided spending any 
more on computers.  But, at the end of the year, an Apple 
MacIntosh G3 and Epson color printer were acquired at no 
cost, courtesy of my son.  So, on Dec. 22, 2004 connection to 
the internet was established.  Ain't technology great! 
   What's interesting is that there have been a number of  days 
since getting connected that have been very foggy in the  
morning here where I live but checking the field shows it to be  
clear there.  The field is 17 miles from my house.  Proves that 
in this area one finds widely different weather conditions. 
   So much for that bit of stuff.  The last 2004 PCC meeting 
was called to order by Pres. Ray Squires at 7:50 P.M. No 
guests were present.  The minutes of the November meeting 
were approved as published in the Newsletter.  John Bassetto 
displayed the Raffle prizes.  The main one being a Hangar 9 
Twist ARF.  This is a great .40 size 3D type plane.  John had 
that to be the last drawn prize so as to keep the suspense of 
who would win it to the last. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell gave the statistics. 

 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain had nothing to report but says KEEP 
FLYING SAFELY. 
 
FIELD:  Marco says the new mower is working just fine. 
Nothing else to report.  He cautioned everyone to be gentle 
when opening the gate.  Repairs to it will be undertaken later. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  The Pres. asked if there were any 
additional nominations for 2005 officers.  There were none. 
Last month it was moved and seconded that the 2004 slate of 
officers be nominated.  The motion passed.  Since there were 
no more nominations the members present voted and the 2004 
officers were reelected.  
   PCC still needs a volunteer for Coffee & Donuts Step Up. 
   The Annual PCC Banquet will be Jan. 22, 2005 at Harry's 
Hofbrau in Redwood City.  The Hofbrau is on El Camino near 
the intersection with Woodside Rd.  Price is $25.00 per person.  
Send the money to Ellsworth. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
D.O.M .:  No nominations, although Marco Pinto tried very 
hard to get one.---  He fell out of his chair-backwards.  
Nothing was hurt except, perhaps, his ego.  Outstanding!! 
 
SHOW & TELL: 
 
   Harry Smith had his Hangar 9 Ultra Stik 120 Lite ARF 
which uses a 25 cc gas engine he modified from a Weedeater 
and uses an electronic ignition.  Swings a 16 x 7 prop at 7300 
RPM.  The plane flies great.  Harry has had 40 flights with it 
and has never had a dead stick. 
   Jim Reimholz showed a new wrinkle in covering iron 
covers - baby sox which he got on sale at Macy's.  They work 
fine and only cost 50 cents each.  A lot cheaper than the 
regular iron sox. 
   Jake Chichilitti had a Wattage micro flyer from 
HobbyPeople.  Reg. price is $40 but he got it on sale for $30.  
It comes with a little Tx which also is used to charge the Rx 
battery.  It's foam, spans 9 in., and weighs less than 2 ounces.  
Jake says it's fun. 
   Ken Martinez showed a Lanier ProTwister which he got at 
the auction.  It's ready to paint.  Ken is using an Irvine .39 
for power. 
   Oliver Salles had a Sig Hummer 1/2 A plane. Uses an .061 
for power.  Oliver likes the way it flies. 
   The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. The Raffle followed. 
Winners were: Andrew Sweeney, Jim Reimholz (twice), Lou 
Fontenot, Jake Chichilitti, Dennis Lowery, and Kirk 
Phaling. 
   The last ticket drawn belonged to Harry Smith.  He won the 
Hangar 9 Twist ARF. 
    
Kirk  
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Vice - President’s Column 
                                                                        Marco Pinto 
 
   I hope everyone had a good time during the holidays  I 
started the year right with a flight on January 1st.  Yes, it rained 
that day too.  For the last few years I’ve been flying the last 
and/or first day of the year and this years rain was not going to 
ruin it.  I think that is what keeps bad luck and the crashing-
dragon away from me.  The weather was beautifully once the 
rain stopped.  So I flew in between showers and had a great 
time. ;)  There were other members who also took advantage 
of the good weather that was available.  Scottie flew earlier 
those days too – another all season flyer.  Don’t get 
discouraged if the weather is bad where you live.  In many 
occasions there is poor weather in the peninsula and flyable 
conditions right at our field.  Very often, right at Half Moon 
Bay the weather is poor while our field enjoys much better 
conditions.  If you haven’t been at our field during the winter, 
don’t wait ‘til spring, call our weather station, check our web 
page or just drive to it.  You might be surprised to find great 
flying conditions. 
   With the start of a new year also come new plans.  There are 
plans for improvement projects at our fields.  There are starting 
tables to build and sitting benches that need to be fixed or 
replaced.  Fences that need straightening, etc.  PCC is still 
looking for someone to volunteer in taking over the coffee and 
donuts.  As a matter of fact, we always will need volunteers for 
things to get done in our club.  Folks, please don’t just wait for 
others to do it.  The more of us volunteer for specific tasks the 
easier it will be to carry the load, the faster it will get done and 
the better it will be.  Our club completely depends on 
volunteers to do everything.  I don’t understand why are we so 
shy in sharing some of our labor, knowledge and time?  Isn’t 
that a characteristic of being a non-profit organization?  We 
need each other to stay alive.  Thanks those who volunteer to 
set up our meetings, those who built tables, benches, set up our 
runway and field facilities, buy coffee and donuts, club officers 
to lead, etc, etc.  Each of us is a vertebrate of the backbone of 
PCC.  We need each other to survive.  Don’t wait for someone 
else to volunteer to do a needed task.  I would like to see 
people willing to help in big and small tasks.  It doesn’t matter 
if it is a one-time task or a monthly occurrence.  Our reward 
will be having a well organized meeting each month, a reliable 
runway and field where we can fly our RC models and a 
comfortable place to meet friends and flying pals so we can 
call PCC with great pride “Our Club.” 
   I’ll see you all at the meeting and the field, 
 
Marco 
 

Treasurer’s Column 

                         Ellsworth Crowell
 
   It is now past the December 31st deadline for renewing your 
P.C.C. dues for 2005.  The renewal fee is now $75.00 if you 
renew in January, and $85.00 if you wait until February.  If 
renewal is not made by the March 16 meeting, you will be 
dropped from the P.C.C. roster.  Don't forget to include a copy 
of your 2005 A.M.A. membership card and mail it to: 
 
   Ellsworth Crowell 
   424 Oxford Way 
   Belmont, CA  94002-2752 
 
   Please attach your 2005 year bar to your field badge.  The 
field badge with your year badge attached is to be worn at the 
field at ALL TIMES!!  Not only does it verify that you are a 
paid up member for 2005, it also helps other members to get to 
know your name. 
   Reminder:  Please mark your transmitter with your name, 
telephone number and frequency number flag.  Be sure your 
airplane has your name and address on it somewhere. 
   This is an A.M.A. requirement! 
   If you need some name stickers for your plane, see the 
Treasure. 
   Let's all come to the P.C.C. banquet on Saturday, January 22, 
at Harry's Hoffbrau at 1909 El Camino Real in Redwood City.  
Only $25.00 each.  Same as last year.  As I said last month, 
"Be there, Don't be square." 
   Also, don't forget to lock the field, "Lock To Lock". 
 
Ellsworth  
 
 
Raffle Corner   (New stuff here!) 
                                                                              Dennis Lowry
 
   As most of you know RaffleMasters John Bassetto and Eric 
Einarsson announced that Dennis Lowry and Oliver Salles 
have volunteered to take over the Raffle duties as of Jan.2005.  
Many Thanks to John and Eric for doing it for so long. 
The mission statement of the new Raffle Regime is "End 
Global Warming Through Joining the Raffle", and as our first 
act we will offer up a "Gremlin" "kit" put together by John 
Bassette at the January meeting.   
   Perhaps we can get some combat going in the spring.  There 
will be other small glow starter type stuff offered as well. 
The "BIG" February prize is on display at J&M, so if you're 
curious, go down and check it out.  Don't wait to exchange the 
junk you win in January, go down now.  
   As ticket puller we have enlisted the services of a 5' 6" 
Norwegian young lady, who says she enjoys "intellectual 
conversation" with older men.  So, it will be an exciting event 
for all.  Come to the meeting and have some fun. 
 
Dennis 
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Editor’s Column 
                                                                                Paul Lum 
 
   Well, if you didn't do some flying during the last few 
months, you missed the best flying season of the year.  Yes, we 
had  some rain and wind but we had some absolutely perfect 
days for flying.  Dead calm and glassy smooth air.  Point the 
plane in a direction, throttle up and let the stick go.  Not a 
bump in the air.  The usual pattern is that Aeromodelers and 
our old field location will be blown out with easterly and north 
easterly winds but we'll have the glassy smooth calm air.  
Absolutely the best flying anywhere.   
   While on the subject of rain, the biggest problem with flying 
in the rain is the danger that water may short out your 
transmitter.  I've had water creating a bridge between the leads 
to the rudder pot.  The result was that the rudder deflected to 
the right all by itself.  Good thing I had just turned my engine 
off.  The other problem was that the rain had soften the water 
based glue I used to attach the canopy. This problem can also 
occur when flying in foggy conditions.  
   Along with carrying on the raffle at the meetings, Dennis 
Lowry is going to generate some interest in the raffle by giving 
a description of the main item that will be offered in the raffle.  
So, to this end, we are creating a 'Raffle Corner'.  Welcome 
aboard, Dennis.  Thanks to Dennis  and Oliver for rescuing 
John and Eric. 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

Lost & Found 
 
   Someone left a gray Boafeng, cashmere sweater at our  
meeting place at our last club meeting.  Ellsworth has 
it!  See Ellsworth if you want it! 
 

Automated Weather Station 
 
   When calling our automated weather station, press #6 to 
bypass the introduction and get immediately to the current 
conditions.  You don't have to listen to the introduction... 
unless you want to. 
 
Here are some of the numbers to press: 
 
  1     To hear current conditions 
  2     To hear past conditions 
  3     To hear instructions on use 
  4     To skip backwards 
  6     To skip forward 
  8     To hear audio monitor 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
  January 
     19   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library -  
            Election of Officers and "Member of the Year" 
     22   Annual Banquet at Harry's Hofbrau 
 
  February 
     16   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
 
 

Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 

    
  Here's an example of the weather pattern of the period  
  that just ended.  The fog or mist in this picture was  
  moving probably 15 to 20 m.p.h. while it was dead calm  
  at  our field. 

    
  George Wolff wasn't going to miss any of the great flying  
   weather.  He has really improved his flying. 
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  Here Bob Mariani is flying his airplane.  Notice the blue   
   skies and the flag hanging limp?  Just beautiful! 
 

    
   The weather changed.  This was on a day with passing   
   showers.  But it was great flying between the raindrops. 
 

    
   Here's the Editor's airplane covered to protect it from   
   the rain drops.  But it was still a great flying day. 
    

    
   Harry came out that day too.  The dark clouds passed  
   quickly. 
 

    
   Harry checking the horizon for more passing showers. 
 
 

    
   Here Dennis Lowry is braving the showers on another  
   day. 
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  January 19, 2005 


