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   February 2005 Next Meeting: February 16 , 2005  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President Ray Squires 650-368-6559 rlsquires@comcast.net  
 Vice President Marco Pinto 650-952-6379  marco.pinto@varian.com 
 Secretary Kirk Phaling 650-345-0685 kwphaling@sbcglobal.net 
 Treasurer &    
    Membership Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  

 Editor Paul Lum 650-508-1941 ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone  650-726-1452  

  
President’s Column 
                                Ray Squires 
 

The PCC Holiday Party was one for the record books 
(or so I heard).  In case you wondered what happened to the 
Prez at the holiday party, if you haven’t already heard, I had a 
bout with a bad chicken salad sandwich.  When I was getting 
sick at 2:00 a.m., panic set in.  Not because I was sick or that I 
had to work the next day, but all I could think about was “what 
was I going to do about the party on Saturday night”.  I made a 
few phone calls to the PCC “back-up machine.”  There are 
quite a few reasons why I belong to PCC but the one that 
always comes to the front and foremost is the people.  
Ellsworth and his wife Jean, were there early to collect tickets 
at the door.  Marco came over to pick up all of the raffle prizes 
I had been collecting for the last few months.  I heard that 
Marco did a great job being the MC for the evening, 
especially on such short notice.  Thank you Marco.  Way to 
go!! 

At this time I would like to thank the President’s 
Award winner, John Bassetto, for stepping up and taking over 
the raffle.  He was not able to make the party due to a prior 
commitment, but at the February Meeting I will personally 
award him with his certificate.  The next President’s Award 
goes to Eric Einarsson for also helping with the raffle.  
Johnny Carson had Ed McMahon, Abbott had Costello, 
Laurel had Hardy, and John had Eric.  Thanks for the service 
to PCC. 

Last, but not least, the last President’s Award goes 
to Jake Chichilitti.  Jake has been a long member of 
PCC and a friend of mine since my glider days in 
Pacifica.  He volunteered to do the coffee, in a pinch has 

brought donuts, and even cooked at the PCC cookout last 
summer.  He has always been there for PCC to lend a 
hand when needed. 

The Member of the Year Award was given to 
Dennis Lowry.  Not just last year, but over several years, 
Dennis has stepped up in many ways to help the Club, 
whether it be donating donuts for the meetings or lending 
a hand in the field maintenance.  Last year he helped us 
get new carpet for the field, donated by his company, and 
also designed and built a new impound box for the field.  
This year, he has volunteered to be rafflemeister with 
Oliver. 

Dennis, Eric, John, and Jake  contribute to the reason 
that PCC is the best club in the area.  I often hear from visitors 
to the field, that our members are the friendliest and most 
helpful to modelers and non-modelers alike. 

There are other members that also lend a hand when 
needed but are too many to mention.  You know who you are.  
Thanks from the PCC Staff.  But the person who gets my 
personal President’s Award, is my wife Sandy.  In my time of 
need, she came to my rescue (again).  She made the tickets, on 
party day ran out and finished getting the last-minute raffle 
gifts, made the gift envelopes, and assured me that she and my 
son, Adam would go to the dinner and represent me.  Thanks 
again, Sandy.  I appreciate it! 

By the way, the winner of the Grand Prize of the 
Funtana 40 was our very own Kirk Phaling.  Congratulations 
and hope to see it built at the meeting soon for show-and-tell. 

 
See you at the February Meeting. 
 
P.S.  Never order chicken salad sandwich at a deli! 
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         Keep ‘em charged and keep ‘em flying! 
 
Ray 
 
 

Minutes  -  January 19, 2005 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling  
 
   By now I'm sure everyone has heard about the new monster 
airplane, the AIRBUS.  How long will it be before some 
enterprising RC modeler will make a flying model.  I doubt 
that it will take too long.  That will be something to see. 
   Also in the news is the new 14mc. Futaba radio system.  A 
tremendous system but HOOBOY is it ever costly.  Never 
thought I'd see a $2600 RC system.  However, when you 
consider the thousands of dollars that some people are 
spending on an airframe and engine, I guess you can spend 
$2600 for a radio.  When will someone in PCC buy one???? 
   The Annual PCC Banquet was a great success.  Great dinner 
and a lot of BSing with other members.  Pres. Ray, 
unfortunately, missed it do to contracting food poisoning the 
day before.  V.P. Marco Pinto filled in for him as MC and did 
a great job.  He ran the Raffle and many of those present won 
nice prizes.  Another great PCC moment.  Had a really fine 
turnout. 
   Back to the ordinary --- Pres. Ray Squires called the 
meeting to order at 7:40 P.M. No guests were present.  The 
minutes of the December meeting were approved as published 
in the newsletter. 
New Raffle Masters Dennis Lowery and Oliver Salles 
displayed the Raffle prizes.  Stan Muniz donated a 
Tower 12 volt starter for the Raffle.  Thank You, Stan.  It was 
used for the last prize to be drawn. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell gave this report. 
 
SAFETY:  Wally said:  3D FLYERS SHOULD FLY 3D 
MANEUVERS OVER THE FIELD TO THE 
NORTHEAST OF THE RUNWAY WHEN OTHER 
MEMBERS ARE PRESENT AND USING THE 
RUNWAY AND ADJACENT AREAS.  This is to prevent 
conflict with other planes and promote safety. 
   Wally also noted that flyers who have not used their RC 
equipment during the winter months should preflight the 
planes before starting to fly again.  Check all nuts and bolts, 
props, and prop nuts, wheel collars, batteries, hinges, push 
rods, and radio systems  for proper operation.  This will help 
prevent you from losing control of your plane and injuring you 
or someone else.  FLY SAFELY. 
 

FIELD:  Marco Pinto wants to fertilize some of the grass he 
has planted and plant some more seed.  If anyone can 
contribute some fertilizer and/or seed give him a call. 
 
MEMBERSHIP $ FLITE PROFICIENCY:  Nothing to 
report this month. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  We needed a member to volunteer to be 
Donut Chairman for 2005.  However, no one did, so there were 
none to go with coffee at the meeting.  HOWEVER, Ken 
Martinez volunteered, so we should be in good shape from 
now on.  THANK YOU, Ken. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Ray says the field appears to have 
weathered the winter without damage.  Going to get some 
weed killer to apply to the weeds starting to sprout through the 
carpet in various places. 
   Be careful when opening the field gate.  It is on its last legs.  
Do keep a hold of the gate as it opens to prevent it from 
slamming open.  Apparently the gate will be replaced but no 
timetable as of now. 
   There are people south of here who race riding mowers.  It 
may transpire that our old one will be sold for such a purpose.  
Ray will report further. 
 
D.O.M.:  Eric Einarsson reported that he had rebuilt his 
Duraplane Aerobat and on the first flight it was out of trim.  
He was trying to trim it while flying and it got so bad it 
spiraled into the ground and got smashed again.  Don't recall if 
he got the award but he sure qualified. 
 
HITS & MISSES:  Ed Daum had a HIT. He recently spilled 
fuel on the LCD screen of his JR radio.  Not good - ruined the 
screen.  Sent it to Horizon Hobby for repair.  New screens are 
a long time wait.  Just before he was going to call to find out 
when it would be fixed he got a package containing a brand 
new TX. 
 
SHOW & TELL:  Ken Martinez bought a Slow Poke at the 
auction about 2 years ago.  He flew it a lot and finally built a 
new wing.  He is going to add floats for flying at Lake 
Hennesy.  Looked real good. 
   Frank Phelps  showed a Gentle Lady glider he converted to 
electric --not completed as yet.  Nice looking. 
   Ray Squires had a World Models .60 size Spitfire ARF to 
replace the Thunderbolt which got badly pranged.  Says it's 
one of the nicest he's built - made no changes to anything.  He 
is using a .91 OS Surpass which he has had in numerous 
planes.  It has been rebuilt once and is going strong. 
   Oliver Salles got a rocket for his nephew but is afraid to give 
it to him yet.  Wants someone to show him (Oliver) how to use 
it. 
   Lou Fontenot had a boat built from a Midwest kit.  Looked 
great. 
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   Dennis Lowery showed two C/L planes from the 70's which 
were a gift from a friend. 
   Dennis Fuentes had his latest version of TurboProp turbine 
which he builds for sale.  Weighs 4 1/2 lbs. and develops about 
12 HP to the prop.  Turbine runs about 160K rpm with a prop 
RPM about 15K to 18K RPM.  Beautiful. 
 
   The meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M. and was followed by the 
Raffle.  The winners were:  Gary Leopold, Ken Martinez, 
Ray Squires, Kirk Phaling (twice), Jeff Obertelli (twice), 
Tim Boyle, Wally Cain (won the Gremlin), Frank Phelps , 
and Jake Chichilitti won the 12 volt starter. 
 
Kirk  
 
 

Vice - President’s Column 
                                                                              Marco Pinto 
 
   A delicious perfectly roasted cut of juicy roast beef, rice 
pilaf, steamed vegetables and sweet pickled cabbage and piece 
of raspberry pie was my dinner at the PCC banquet in Harry‘s 
Hof Brau.  The food was very good, the company was even 
better.  It was an occasion to meet our PCC fellow members 
again as well as their spouses and other family members and 
friends.  The atmosphere was warm and the laughs were 
plenty.   
   Everyone was well groomed, nice and sharp looking. The 
ladies were as radiant and beautiful as they always are. We, the 
guys, in our clean outfit, were very excited to be there, talk 
about airplanes, building and flying tips. The air was filled 
with tales of flying and delicious aromas emanating from the 
food that in a good way decorated all those table tops. The fun 
did not ended.  
   After we had finished our meals a small ceremony took place 
to give our fellow member and friend Dennis Lowery the 
“member of the year” award.  This award is very special 
because its recipient is chosen by our members and not by one 
or two members alone.  For volunteering his time, physical 
effort and some money toward the club’s benefit, he was 
recognized by almost unanimous vote.  Way to go Dennis, 
perhaps you should try running for office for next year - PCC 
office of course.  
   Other awards were also honored to Jake Chichilitti for 
helping the club with the Donuts, and Eric Einarsson and John 
Bassetto for running the raffle.  Thanks all for volunteering a 
helping hand.   
   After the awards, the moment every was waiting for started - 
the raffle. There were prices, lots of prices; enough for 
everyone that was there. Not a single soul left empty handed 
that evening.  Vine, chocolate boxes, gift certificates, warplane 
T-shirts and other things were all given away.  The excitement 
was in the air and it lasted throughtout the entire event.  The 
grant prize was won by our very own Kirk Phaling who was 
probably pleased to be able to take it home after refusing 

infinite number of proposals of those of us who offer him from 
T-shirts, candy boxes, etc, etc in exchance for the ARF he had 
just won.  Many tried their luck to got inventive and offered 
combination of precious treasures but he was firmly convinced 
he would return home with that ARF.  And he did. He sure 
looked happy…and he was.  
   At the end, everyone had won something. Every single 
attendee went home with a full belly, sore face from laughing 
and a prize in their hands.  Everyone except me…I got two. 
How did I get two?  Come to the next meeting and I will tell 
you how.  If you were there, I hope you had a great time.  If 
you couldn’t attend, make plans for next year’s dinner.  I know 
you will find out how much fun you been missing.   
   I look forward to see you at our next meeting and at the field. 
 
Coming OUTTT! 
 
Marco 
 
 

Treasurer’s Column 
                      Ellsworth Crowell 
 
   February is here members, time for you la te payers to pay 
your 2005 membership dues, send me a check made out to 
P.C.C. for $85.00 and a copy of your 2005 A.M.A. card.  Mail 
to: 
 
   Ellsworth Crowell 
   424 Oxford Way 
   Belmont,  CA  94002 
 
   Say members, how about the P.C.C. banquet at Harry’s 
Hoffbrau?  There was only about 48 of us there but that meant 
that nearly all of us took home at lease one prize, and maybe 
two.   The food was great with many choices, and I know that 
some of you will be happy to know there was no charge to 
P.C.C. 
 
Ellsworth 
 
 

Raffle Corner    
                                                                           Dennis Lowry 
 
The raffle at the February meeting will feature a GWS ARF 
representation of the great WWII fighter, The VICKERS 
SUPERMARINE SPITFIRE! 
 
More than 22,500 Spitfires were produced ranging in Mark 
Number from I to XXIV.  Reginald Mitchell designed the 
original with a Rolls-Royce Merlin up front.  Loaded out at 
5819 lbs., the Mk I would do 335 mph at 19,000 ft.  The final 
Spitfire version, the F 24, at a weight of 9,900 lbs, could make 
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545 mph at 26,000 ft.  In the race to maintain superiority 
throughout the war years, supercharged carburetion was 
invented, and bigger Rolls-Royce Griffon Engines added. 
 
It was known as a pilot’s fighter and here are several pilots’ 
testaments to its fierce performance: 
 
“The IXB’s supercharger came in at a lower altitude and the 
aircraft attained its best performance at 21,000 ft., or at 
roughly the same altitude as the FW190.  At this height it was 
approximately 30 mph faster, was better in the climb, and 
vastly more manoeuvrable!” 
   Wg. Cdr. Al Deere , Wing Leader, Biggin Hill, 1943 
 
“In short, the spitfire MkIX was the best fighting aeroplane of 
its day.  Its great tactical advantage was that, apart from its 
longer nose and more numerous exhaust stacks, it looked 
exactly like the inferior Spitfire MkV, and in the air the 
Germans would not know the difference – until we hit them.” 
   Wg. Cdr. Johnnie Johnson, Wing Leader, Tanmere Wing, 
1943 
 
“The Mk XIV was a hairy beast to fly.  Madura was just the 
ticket for a squadron coming to grips with the vicious torque 
swing of the Griffon Engine.  We were told to open the throttle 
very slowly at the start of our take off, with full opposite 
rudder applied to offset the five bladed prop, which was driven 
by the Griffon in the opposite direction to the Merlin – This 
took some getting used to! 
 
It tipped the scales at 8475 lbs. When fueled and armed, 
therefore, extra height had to be allowed for rolls and loops, as 
it tended to “wash out” when being flown in this way. 
 
“Ginger” Lacey graphically demonstrated just how serious a 
problem this was when he attempted to do a loop from what he 
thought was an adequate starting height one afternoon.  At the 
bottom of the loop he cleared the ground by barely four feet.  
He told us in no uncertain terms not to attempt a similar 
manoeuver with anything less than 4000 ft. reading on the 
altimeter.” 
 Flt. Lt. Don Healey, No. 17 Sqn., Madura, 1945 
 
The motto of GWS, who modeled the Spitfire, is “As much 
Power as you can handle.”  You’ll need “as much power” as 
your mind can handle as you imagine yourself racing to the 
flightline, bells blaring, to climb into this magnificent machine. 
 
See you at the meeting.  P.S.  The quotes are from “Warbird 
Legends” by John Dibbs and Tony Holmes. 
 

   
 
 Length  28.4 in 
 Wing Span 34.5 in 
 Wing Area 213.9 sq.in 
 Power System  W/ EPS350C/BB  
 Flying Weight 13.8 ~ 15.5 oz 
 Wing Loading 9.2 ~ 10.5 oz/sq.ft 
 
Dennis 
 
 
Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
 
     Cycle your batteries.  I've been flying my gasoline 
airplane exclusively for the last three months.  I wanted to let 
Andrew Sweeney fly my Ultra Stick 60 on a buddy box so, just 
to be safe, I cycled the battery.  The first reading showed it had 
a capacity of only 158 m.a.h.  I mentioned the low reading to 
Charlie and I wondering if maybe the cold temperature in my 
garage caused it.  He said, "I would be very suspicious of that 
battery."  So I cycled it again.  The second reading was 175 
m.a.h.  I cycled the battery again and it had a reading of 538 
m.a.h.  The last cycling showed a reading of 575 m.a.h.   
   I logged on to Futaba's website and looked at the manual for 
my radio.  They recommend that the batteries be cycled once a 
month.  I was doing it once or twice a year.  The moral here is 
to cycle your battery.  That Ultra Stick sat for three months and 
the battery suffered for it.  Had I not cycled that battery I'm 
positive it would've been floating in the ocean.  Replacing a 
bad battery is the most economical way to go... and it's a lot 
safer.  The number one killer of airplanes is a bad battery. 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
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Upcoming Events 
 
  February 
     16   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     26   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  March 
     16   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     26   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  April 
     20   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     30   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 

Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 

   
  Scotty flying his airplane low, slow and inverted.  He   
  practices a lot and you can see him improve. 
 

   
  It was blowing nearly 25 m.p.h. at the Ford dealership but it   
  was calm at our field.  That's common for this time of the  
  year.  This is George Wolff flying. 

    
   Here George is holding his Funtana.  He loves the  
   airplane.  He's also improving.   
 

    
   Dennis readies his airplane while Harry and Tom watch   
   him.  He finally got the bugs out of his engine.  Flies great. 
 

    
   Our favorite people, Jean and Ellsworth.  They do so much 
   for us and they are such loving people.   
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   Here's Don, Alonzo, Kay and Charlie.  Everybody looked so  
  nice that it's hard to recognize them.  Except for Kay, she   
  always looks nice. 

    
   Sandy talking with Harry, Jean and Ellsworth. 
 
 

    
   Marco emceeing.  He did a great job.  Thanks Marco! 

       
   Dennis receiving his 'Member Of The Year Award'.   
   Congratulations, Dennis. 
 

    
   Jake walking over to Marco to receive his much deserved  
   President's Award  
 

.    

.  Olivier  deciding which t-shirt he should choose.  Maybe   
   he'll wear it on one of those hot days at the field. 
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   Grant anxiously waiting for his prize. 
 
 

    
   Jean helping Kirk steady his much coveted prize --  the  
   Funtana.  He's working on it. 

    
  The mice ate through our phone line.  Here Roberto is  
   replacing the corroded lines.  Thanks, Roberto.  Now the  
   weather report sounds clearer. 

    
   Ray with his yet unflown and brand new Spitfire.  Didn't 
   fly it on this day because the winds kicked up. 
      

Look at the mess somebody left at our field.  Somebody had 
lunch and left their trash scattered all over the pit area.  Then 
they must've crashed their airplane and cleaned the dirt off on 
this startup table because they also left pieces of their wreck on 
the table and scattered in the hot pit area.  Kirk's mad now!!!  
We suspect that the culprit was a non-member.   
 
   At the field, Ray was discussing the set up of the new 
impound box with Roberto.  Though the new box may appear 
smaller, our brilliant PCC members came up with some novel 
ideas that'll make impounding of transmitter safer.  (Tired of 
getting switches broken off and scratched tx's when 
transmitters are impounded.)  Come to the next meeting to give 
your input as the set up is finalized. 
 
   Kirk found a website where you can calculate wing loadings, 
alcohol to electric conversion and etc.  Go to: 
 
www.csd.net/~cgadd/eflight/calcs.htm 
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  February 16, 2005 


