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   March 2005 Next Meeting: March 16 , 2005  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President Ray Squires 650-368-6559 rlsquires@comcast.net 
 Vice President Marco Pinto 650-952-6379 marco.pinto@varian.com 
 Secretary Kirk Phaling 650-345-0685 kwphaling@sbcglobal.net 
 Treasurer &    
    Membership Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor Paul Lum 650-508-1941 ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone  650-726-1452  

  
President’s Column 
                                Ray Squires 
 
   On Wednesday, February 23, 2005, the Executive Board met 
to discuss the financial state of PCC.  All Executive Board 
Members were present – Marco, Kirk, Ellsworth, Harry, 
Dennis, Jake, Charlie and me.  Ellsworth reported that there 
were 81 paid members at that time with a list of about 15 
names that he had contacted about re-upping for the year 2005.  
Needless to say, we will be short on our budget again this year.  
The last couple of years we’ve run a pretty tight ship.  The 
only expense that we could have trimmed was last years’ 
family picnic.  This year, we will try to have the main food 
fare supplied by PCC; drinks, hamburgers, hotdogs, and 
condiments.  We will ask everyone else who attends to bring 
an item to share such as dessert, salad, etc.  Not only does this 
cut our expenses, it adds a personal touch to our function. 
   The Holiday Party was a budget success.  We made about 
$50 + on the party.  I think everyone had a good time (see last 
month’s column). 
 
   The Spring Cleanup will be on April 3, 2005.  More details 
will be discussed at the March meeting.  The field has 
weathered the winter storms and remains in good shape.  We 
will have a short workday and lunch will be provided to the 
workers by PCC.  The only thing on the agenda is the 
installation of the new impound box and the removal of the old 
one, plus general field maintenance.  
 
   On April 24th, Half Moon Bay is presenting its annual Dream 
Machine Show.  This is a highly visible event for PCC.  We 
need this show as a recruiting vehicle for PCC.  People are 
interested in what the club is doing in model aviation.  We 

need to be more aggressive in recruiting new members to 
ensure our survival as a club.  Also, the same as the last couple 
of years, bring your old model magazines to the meeting or to 
the show, so that we can have something to hand out.  The 
parking passes for the show are limited so let me know at the 
March meeting if you are able to attend the show, or contact 
me at home about getting a pass. This is a good event to bring 
what you have built or just to talk about our favorite hobby to 
perspective new members or the general public. 
 
 See you at the March meeting! 
 
Ray 
 
 
Minutes  -  March 16, 2005 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling 
 
   Pres. Ray Squires called the Feb. 16, 2005 PCC meeting to 
order at 7:40 P.M.  A friend of Ed Daum was present as a 
guest.  The minutes of the Jan., 2005 meeting were approved 
as published in the newsletter.  Another guest who found out 
about PCC on the Internet is going to join.  He is a resident of 
Half Moon Bay. 
   Dennis Lowery and Oliver Salles displayed the raffle 
prizes.  The GRAND PRIZE this month was a GWS Spitfire 
(an electric). 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth reported that as of meeting night 
81 members had renewed their membership with about 17 still 
dragging their feet.  Forty-eight tickets were sold for the 
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Banquet netting a profit of $ 46 after prize costs.  Ray said that 
J & M Hobbies and Sheldon's contributed to the prizes. PCC 
appreciates that.  Let's support them. 
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain had nothing to report. 
 
FIELD:  Marco Pinto reported no problems. Ray Squires 
says the field has survived the winter in good shape.  The new 
gate is available.  Date not yet set. The existing wheel will be 
transferred to the new gate.  Paint is on hand to use after the 
gate is in place. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Ray Squires presented John Bassetto 
with the 2004 Presidents Award for the years he served as 
RaffleMaster.  Thank you, John. Ray also thanked Marco, 
Harry, Ells, and Jake for helping out at the Banquet since he 
(Ray) was unable to attend. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  PCC has been invited to take part in the 
HMB Dream Machine Show again this year.  It will be held 
April 24 th.  More at the April mtg.  
   Ray told about the mess found at the field on a Monday 
morning several weeks ago.  Apparently late the day before 
some non-member (or members) got into the field after all 
members had left.  He (or they) flew and crashed.  Food 
containers, dirt, plane parts, and dirt littered the pit area.  Also 
left standing up against the fence at the pilots station was a 
brand new transmitter.  He (they) had sense enough to turn the 
Tx off but not enough to take it away.  As of this date (Mar.1) 
no one has called to inquire about it.  So apparently a non-
member who is the culprit.  If nobody claims the Tx by next 
meeting it will probably be auctioned off with the money 
going to the PCC treasury.  (The Tx did not have an ID sticker 
on it.) 
   There was another Tx left at the field a few days before the 
meeting and it did not have any ID.  However, the owner came 
to the meeting got his Tx and bought some ID stickers from 
Ells.  The stickers are 10 cents each. Cheap insurance. 
 
D. O. M.:  No award this month. 
 
S. A. D.:  John Bassetto lost plane when the Rx battery failed.  
The plane wound up on the beach destroyed. 
 
SHOW & TELL:  Ken Martinez had his new Slow Poke 
wing completed and painted.  Looked very nice. He also had 
an electric foam board wing with a GWS motor and 2-cell 
Kokam 1500 ma battery.  It is intended for vertical take-off by 
having 3 carbon fiber rods attached to the rear to stand on.  
Ken hadn't gotten that far yet. 
   Dennis Lowery has built a Gremlin kit with an OS .25 for 
power. 
   Jake Chichilitti and John Bassetto have cut Gremlin wings 
about 10 in. longer than original.  They are going to the EBRS 
combat contest Mar.26. 

   Andrew Sweeney showed a hydroplane boat which his 
grandparents gave him for Christmas.  Looked good and runs 
great. 
   Tim Boyle had a fine looking Spitfire from a Top Flite kit 
(not an ARF) which he has been working on for several 
months.  It has an OS .91 Surpass, Robart pneumatic retracts, 
and split flaps.  It's the first plane he's built in 20 years.  
Eric Adlawan showed a really great looking Sig Somethin' 
Extra (kit built). 
   Ray had a wire bender which Ed Bussing had made.  Works 
great.  Ed is going to make some to sell to members.  Will be 
for various sizes of music wire. 
Grant Sawai had plans for a mini 3DX foam board plane.  He 
downloaded the plans from www.foamyfactory.com and 
enlarged them to full size.  He was making templates to cut the 
plane parts out of the foam.  Will be a small electric 3D plane.   
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M. and was followed by the 
Raffle.  The winners were: George Wolf (three times), Kirk 
Phaling, Tom Akin, Ken Martinez, Ellsworth Crowell 
(twice), and Jake Chichilitti won the Spitfire. 
 
FOR SALE:  
  David Frey has a friend who has some items for sale: 
     Hangar 9 P51 with Saito 100--never flown 
     Goldberg Ultimate with YS 110 
     Hitec Spectra Eclipse system 
     Sig HogBipe with Saito Black Knight 100 
     Futaba T9CAP PCM 1024 (Tx only) 
        Call David at 650-315-3616 
 
   Jef Raskin, a former member of PCC, passed away Feb. 26 
at his home in Pacifica.  Jef was one of the brains behind the 
Macintosh computer.  He left Apple in 1982 and started his 
own company.  He was a model airplane builder and writer for 
RC magazines.  FLY RC being one. 
 
Kirk 
 
 
Treasurer’s Column 
                      Ellsworth Crowell 
 
   March is here members.  This is your last reminder to pay 
your 2005 dues. Anyone who hasn’t paid by March 16 meeting 
will be dropped from the P.C.C. roster. 
 
   So, to maintain your 2005 membership, send me a check 
made out to P.C.C. for $85.00 and a copy of your 2005 A.M.A. 
membership card.  Mail to: 
 

     ELLSWORTH CROWELL 
     424 OXFORD WAY 
     BELMONT,  CA  94002-2752-21 
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   According to my records, the following members haven’t 
paid their 2005 dues: 
 
   Jerry Walsh, Pedro Alverio, Richard Agtuai, Marco 
Chavez, Richard Connors, Donald Edwards, Karl Flick, 
Robert Janowitz, Howard Lucketti, Marty Mullgaard, 
Kevin Phillips, Thomas Quiggle, and Erik Raubitschek. 
 
   P.C.C. wants to hear from you all. 
 
   Please attach your 2005 year bar to your field badge and 
wear your badge to the field.  It tells us who you are and shows 
you’re a paid up member.  Remember the field gate lock 
combination is on the front of your membership card.  Lock 
the gate “Lock To Lock”. 
 
   P.S.:  We will try for a 2005 club roster in the April 
Newsletter. 
 
Ellsworth 
 
 
Raffle Corner    
                                                                           Dennis Lowry 
   This month's "BIG" raffle prize is a Sig 1/2A Deweybird 
Control Line Kit. 
   With an .049, it's a mighty powerhouse that would be great 
for any beginner in our sport.  I know there are lots of 
grandkids out there that would be thrilled to have help getting 
started.  This is the ticket.   
 

      
 
         Sig 1/2A Deweybird Control Line Kit 
 
   Come out and take a chance.  By the way, it's fully 
redeemable at J&M. 
   See you at the meeting. 
   
Dennis 
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
Cycling Batteries 
   The idea of cycling your batteries is to break the memory 
that these recyclable batteries develop as you use them.  As an 
example, say that you have a system where, if you batteries are 
fully charged, the system will safely run for 90 minutes of 
flying.  But say that you regularly fly for only 30 minutes at 
each flying session. Your batteries will develop a memory 
where it will reliably operate for only 30 minutes.  Should you 
fly for 40 minutes, there is a danger that your batteries may not 
be able to supply the adequate voltage.  This will most likely 
lead to a crash.   
   To prevent this, periodically you should cycle your battery.  
"Cycling your batteries" means to drain your batteries to a 
minimum safe voltage.  You could do this by turning your 
transmitter and receiver on and monitor the voltage.   You can 
also accomplish this by connecting an 'expanded voltmeter' 
with a load to your batteries.  When the voltage of your 9.6 
volt transmitter battery drops to 8.8 volts, you have used up the 
useful charge.  The battery is discharged.  For a 4.8 receiver 
battery, the lowest voltage should be 4.4 volt.  For a 6 volt 
battery, it should be 5.5 volts. 
   Instead of turning on your transmitter and your receiver, you 
could remove the batteries and connect a resistor to the 
batteries which will drain them.  The reason for doing this is to 
reduce wear and tear on your transmitter and receiver. 
   However, in both of these methods, you have to monitor the 
voltage to make sure that you do not go lower than the 8.8 
volts on the transmitter or lower than 4.4 volt on the receiver.      
This might be acceptable once or twice, but on a regular basis, 
it's a drag.  To automate the process, there are dischargers that 
either give off an audible signal or stops the discharging when 
the cut off voltage is reached.  One audible product would be 
the Ram Simple Cycler.  Some chargers and quick charges also 
have this capability.  These will cycle your batteries. 
   However, in order to know the capacity of your batteries you 
should measure the time it takes to discharge a fully charged 
battery.  You should measure this discharge time when your 
batteries are brand new.   
   As an example, your new transmitter takes 200 minutes to 
discharge itself.  After a year's use, say that your transmitter 
takes 190 minutes to discharge itself.  This would indicate that 
the batteries are still useful.  But after a year and a half of use, 
the discharge time drops to 120 minutes.  This indicates a 
problem.  I would cycle the batteries several times to see if I 
can get the discharge time back up to 180 minutes.  In my 
opinion if the discharge time drops below 20% of a new 
battery, it's time to replace your batteries.  Batteries must 
periodically be replaced, so just plan on it.  Remember that the 
most common cause of a crash is BAD BATTERIES! 
   Instead of sitting with a watch and a voltmeter connected to 
your batteries waiting for them to be discharged, there are 
battery cyclers that time the discharge time and displays the 
results.  I use the Hobbico Accu-Cycle Tx/Rx Battery Cycler.  
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After the battery is cycled, this product charges your batteries, 
at the normal rate and displays the discharge time.   
   Using a peak charger with a battery cycling feature does 
cycle and charge your battery.   But does it tell you how long it 
took to discharge the battery?  If it does, then that's all you 
need.  Make sure to keep a record of each battery.  If it doesn't, 
then you'll have to time the discharge time.  Typically, peak 
charger will give your batteries only a 60% charge.  So plan 
your flying time accordingly. 
   Futaba recommends "Cycling should be done every four to 
eight weeks, even during the winter or periods of long 
storage." 
 
Paul 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
  March 
     16   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     26   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  April 
     20   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     30   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  May 
     18   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     28   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 
 
 
 
 

    
   Here's a picture of Grants new Mini Funtana.  It's all  
   electric.  He has already flown it. 

    
   There's happy George.  He gets up early and makes full 
   use of his days.  He's improving his flying. 
 

    
   Scotty getting his Ultra Stick 60 ready.  He is also     
   improving his flying skills. 
 

    
   Here Ken is going over the IMAC sequence with his caller, 
   his son, Eric. 
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   Ken warming this engine on his Edge while Eric holds. 
 
 

    
   Ken going through the schedule as Eric calls.  Eric has  
   greatly improved his flying too. 
 

    
   Joe and Mickey welcoming me at the field. 
 

    
   They were so happy that they started to serenade me,  
   singing "That's Amoire".  
  

    
   The first Sunday of March had a good turn out.  The   
   weather was beautiful. 
 

    
   Eric getting last minute encouragement from Dad Ken  
   before the first flight of his Great Planes Extra 300S.         
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   Here's a close up of Eric's new airplane.  He's going to use this  
   to compete in IMAC.  Talk about improved flying. 
 

    
   Eric with a friend on a buddy box.  Notice the flag  
   indicating the wind coming from the east? 
 

    
   The wind looked like it was coming out of the east and yet  
   Eric could fly his glider.  How can that be? 

    
   Here Eric holds his antenna with the streamer indicating  
   an east wind.   
 

    
   Eric then held his antenna over the cliff.  The streamer  
   showed that there was lift.  Reason:  There's a rotor. 
    

    
   Roberto with his helicopter. 
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  March 16, 2005 
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