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   May 2005 Next Meeting: May 18 , 2005  AMA Chartered Club # 139 

           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President Ray Squires 650-368-6559 rlsquires@comcast.net 
 Vice President Marco Pinto 650-952-6379 marco.pinto@varian.com 
 Secretary Kirk Phaling 650-345-0685 kwphaling@sbcglobal.net 
 Treasurer &    
    Membership Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor Paul Lum 650-508-1941 ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone  650-726-1452  

 
Minutes  -  April 20, 2005 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling 
 
     Pres. Ray Squires called the April 20. 2005 PCC meeting 
to order at 7:40 P.M.  This meeting night we had very good 
attendance. Great !!!!!  There were three guests: Max, Mark, 
and John.  Max is a former member looking to return to this 
great hobby.  RaffleMasters Dennis and Oliver displayed the 
Raffle prizes.  A Gentle Lady sailplane being the main prize.  
The minutes of the March meeting were approved as published 
in the Newsletter.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell gave this vital bit of 
information. 
 
SAFETY:  No problems to report this month per Wally Cain. 
 
FIELD MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENTS:  Marco 
Pinto reported that the work party held April 3 was a great 
success.  Three new style start-up benches were built and 
installed, an additional impound box was added, and the new 
gate was installed.  The field is in good shape. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Ryan Haylock was voted in as a Full 
Member.  Congrats, Ryan.  Add the following info re Ryan to 
your roster: 1240 Alameda, # 107, Belmont, Ca., 94002, 650-
598-9423, rhaylock@yahoo.com.  Also the correct phone no. 
for Frank Phelps is: 650-585-9108.  Andrew Sweeney has a 
new address: 701 Cotton St., Menlo Park, Ca., 94025, 650-
321-3755. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  The HMB Dream Machine Show will be 
April 24 with PCC as a participant. 
     The next Float Fly at Lake Hennesy will be April 30. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Jake Chichilitti is planning an informal 
combat scramble for a Sunday in the middle of May.  The field 
will be shut down for a half day for the scramble.  More info at 
the May meeting. 
     Eric Einarsson noted that Sat., April 23 will be the date for 
a scale glider event at Los Banos. 
 
FLITE PROFICIENCY, D.O.M., and S.A.D.:  Nobody was 
proficient, dumb, nor sad this past month.  As far as anyone 
knows....but, the Shadow knows...... 
 
SHOW & TELL:  Jake Chichilitti had a 10 year old G.P. 
Super Sportster biplane which he rebuilt, recovered and 
Brodak painted.  Looked excellent and flies great. 
     Frank Phelps had a good looking Sig Somethin' Extra with 
a very nice blue and yellow covering.  Had a Super Tiger .40 
for power.  Not flown as of meeting night. 
     Wall Cain had a rebuilt G.P. Big Stik 60.  The original 
used steel bolts to hold the landing gear on.  A bad landing 
ripped the gear out which in turn ruined the fuselage.  He 
ordered a new fuse and tail assembly.  The wing had survived 
O.K.  So now the L.G. is held on with nylon bolts. 
     Ken Martinez had attended a Bayside meeting as a guest 
and won the main raffle prize-an Ultra Stik 40.  He did a 
weight reduction job on it, installed an Irvine .53 and flaps, 
along with setting it up for floats.  He painted it with Brodak.  
Looked very nice.  He also had a combat plane with a Magnum 
.28 for power.  Not flown as yet. 
     Eric Einarsson had a World Models scale Minimoa glider.  
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The Minimoa glider was built in Germany in the 1930's.  The 
model has f'glass fuse with built up wings.  Has an 11 foot 
span and weighs 6 1/2 lbs which includes 14 oz. of lead in the 
nose to balance.  Eric said it needed a lot of work to get to his 
satisfaction.  Not flown as of meeting night. 
     The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. and was followed by 
the Raffle. 
     Raffle winners were:  Frank Phelps, Ray Squires, Ryan 
Haylock, Eric Einarsson, Ken Martinez and someone else.  
Andrew Sweeney was the lucky winner of the Gentle Lady. 
 
Kirk 
 
Raffle Corner    
                                                                           Dennis Lowry 
 

       
    Next meeting's raffle prize.... GIZMO 
 
   Andrew took home a Gentle Lady from last month's 
meeting.  It's a great plane to learn the basic building blocks of  
aeronautics with, and I hope he enjoys it. 
    May's raffle prize is a Gizmo kit marketed by D&L  
Designs.  It was designed by Rico Dalmau; so if you win it,  
and decide to exchange it down at J&M (as is your full right)  
use a little caution.  Rico is usually a nice guy but I wouldn't  
push him. 
    The reports on the Gizmo are good.  George has one and  
likes it.  Grant had one and gave it thumbs up.  It's laser cut,  
and that's a big bonus because it's probably a fast build.  I've  
really not heard a single bad word about it.  Therefore, I rest  
my case.  I believe it will make a great prize.  If you like 3-D  
type flying, this kit's for you. 
  
Good Luck!   
 
   See you at the meeting. 
 
Dennis 
 
Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
 
   Hi Guys!  It's ticks season again.  On Friday I went to the 
flying field.  I got out of the car and opened the gate.  When I 

got back into the car, there was a tick climbing on my knee.  
That quick.  So check yourself periodically when at the field 
and thoroughly at home.  We don't seem to have the Black 
Legged tick which carries Lyme disease but you can pick up 
other infections from our 'safe' ticks.  Remember, Lyme 
disease is present in San Mateo County. 
 

     
   The Pacific Coast Tick is found at our field.  The Black- 
   Legged Tick is the one that carries Lyme Disease.  The  
   Black Legged Tick is smaller than the Pacific Coast Tick. 
 
Landing Tips:  Plan your landings:  Before you take off, walk 
on to the runway and see where the runway actually points.  
Then, pick out a land mark.  At our field, I use Highway 1 on 
the left and the tall poles at the radio station on the right as my 
visual markers.   
 
Check Out Your Airplane:  Check that you have the proper 
amount of throws and that your c.g. is in its correct position.  If 
your nose is too heavy, your landings will have to occur at 
higher speeds.  If your tail is too heavy, your airplane's nose 
may pitch up or 'balloon' as your plane approaches stall speed.  
So if you're not sure, have a competent flyer help you set c.g.  
You quite often cannot rely on the instructions because it is the 
designer's opinion.   
 
Exponential:  On the more advanced radios there is a feature 
called "exponential".  With this function, you can make your 
stick movement near neutral less sensitive, and stick 
movements near the extreme ends more sensitive.  Or visa 
versa.  The problem is that some flyers increase the total 
control surface movement and decrease the sensitivity of the 
near neutral position, using exponential as a substitute for 'dual 
rates'.  On ailerons and rudder controls, this isn't too much of a 
problem.  However, on elevator, this can be a big problem.  
Especially on landings.  As your airplane approaches the 
runway, and you are holding a bit of up elevator, your brain 
says to give a little bit more up elevator.  You pull back on 
your stick just a little.  But you exponential reads this as 'a lot' 
of up because your stick may be at that position when the 
higher rate kicks in.  This can cause your plane to 'balloon' or 
snap into the ground.  So excessive exponential can be a 
nuisance.  
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Engine Idle:  When you first start your engine, your tank if full 
of fuel and your engine is cold.  You would set your engine 
idle to its lowest safe setting.  At the end of your flight, your 
fuel level is low and your engine is hot.  So when you're trying 
to land and move you throttle to idle speed, the idle speed will 
have increased because of a hotter engine and a leaner idle 
mixture due to the lower fuel level because your fuel tank will 
be near empty.  The idle speed may be so high that the airplane 
cannot stop flying.  You must reduce the idle speed by moving 
the trim tab.  I usually lower the idle by five clicks on my older 
transmitter before landing.  On the more expensive radios, they 
have an 'idle down' switch.  Throw the switch and the idle will 
come down to your preset setting.  But this can cause another 
problem.   
   When you let your engine idle too long, the engine will tend 
to load up and quit, or should you need to abort your landing, 
when you throttle up, the engine may quit.  To prevent this, 
when the engine is at idle, I'll 'goose' the engine... give the 
engine a short burst of throttle.   
 
Landing Speed:  Slow Down.  Landing is supposed to occur at 
low speed.  Therefore, in order to be proficient at landings you 
should master low speed flying.  At 1/3 throttle, pull your nose 
up slightly.  The plane will start to climb.  Throttle back slowly 
until you find the throttle setting where the plane will no 
longer gain altitude.  Your downwind and base legs should be 
flown at this throttle setting.  On final, reduce your throttle 
setting a click and you should notice that the plane will start to 
descend.  The trick here is to use your throttle to control your 
altitude and descent rate, all the while holding your elevator at 
a constant setting.. a slight nose up attitude.  If it appears that 
you are too low, add a click or two of throttle to extend your 
glide.  Try it.   
   Also, as you are on your final approach, your eyes should be 
going back and forth between your airplane and the runway.  If 
done properly, our runway is wide enough and long enough.  If 
you have a tendency to land wide of the runway, enlist the help 
of a fellow flyer and make some low altitude passes over 
where you think the runway is.  Your fellow flyer should let 
you know if you are actually flying over the runway. 
 
Downwind Leg:  Make sure that the downwind leg of your 
landing pattern is wide enough so that you can also make the 
base leg of your landing pattern.  If your downwind leg is too 
close to the runway, you may have to make tight turns in order 
to get lined up with the runway.  Making tight turns at near 
landing speed may cause your plane to go into a snap roll. 
 
Landings from the North.  Our usual landing pattern is landing 
from the South.  However, when the wind comes out of the 
South, landings should be from the North.  A lot of flyers 
avoid this direction because it seems more difficult.  Actually, 
the easiest landings are when the wind comes out of a South 
Easterly direction.  The trick here is to make sure your airplane 
is constantly moving, either by coming in at an angle to the 

runway or maintaining a constant descent.  Typically, what 
happens is that near touchdown, flyers tend to stop their 
descent a few feet above the runway, slowing their airspeed 
until the plane suddenly stalls.  To compound the problem, 
especially when the wind comes out of the South West, there 
appears to be two areas of downdraft at the North end of the 
runway.  The first is about 50 feet from the end of the runway 
and the second is about 50 in from the end of the runway.  If 
you are flying near stall speed and get pushed down by these 
downdrafts, the tendency is to pull up elevator.  A bad move if 
you're flying just above stall speed.  Too much elevator will 
put your plane into a snap roll.  To avoid this, come in a little 
higher and figure on setting your plane down at approximately 
a third of the runway.   
 
   If you're not good at landings, practice it more.  Don't avoid 
it.  Practice, practice, practice... and then practice some more.  
And practice landing from both directions! 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 
Announcement  -  Combat 
 
   We are planning a Combat Scramble between the PCC and  
EBRC on Sunday May 22.  It will be an informal event, but  
should be a lot of fun.  I am hoping Gary Oehrle will be able  
to bring some of his members to our field.  Our Gremlins  
against the best they have to offer. 
 
   I suggested a start time of 9:30 AM, but depending on the  
fog that could change. 
 
   So get your planes ready to go and let's go get 'em, 
 
Thanks,  
 
Jake 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
  May 
     18   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     22   Combat:  PCC vs EBRC 
     28   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  June 
     15   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     25   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
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Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 

 

    
   Ray, Ells and Harry finishing off our old impound box. 
 

    
   Ken and his team constructing the startup benches. 
 

    
   The mad rush for lunch. 

  
 
 

    
   Munch, munch, munch! 
 

    
   Ellsworth's airplane demonstrating the use of the start  
   up bench. 

    
   Another view of the start up bench use. 
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   Three start up benches lined up and ready for use. 
 

    
   View of the new impound boxes.  Now we don't have to  
   worry about what the mice left behind. 
 

    
   View of the impound boxes with the lid opened and  
   frequency pins showing. 

    
   Bob Mariani showing his new airplane he designed. 
   Flies  like a sport pattern airplane. 

    
   Here in Hawaii, Tim Hurley flies his helicopter.  He just   
   got back from Iraq where he flew real helicopters.  He  
   lost 25 pounds there.  Glad he made it back. 

    
   Fog in Hawaii?  Yep!  A weather system was about to  
   pass over the island caused this fog.  Just like HMB.
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  May 18, 2005 
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