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   June 2005 Next Meeting: June 15 , 2005  AMA Chartered Club # 139 

           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org 
 

 President Ray Squires 650-368-6559 rlsquires@comcast.net 
 Vice President Marco Pinto 650-952-6379 marco.pinto@varian.com 
 Secretary Kirk Phaling 650-345-0685 kwphaling@sbcglobal.net  
 Treasurer &    
    Membership Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
 Editor Paul Lum 650-508-1941 ppplum@yahoo.com 
 Field Phone  650-726-1452  

 

President’s Column 
                                Ray Squires 
 

Where have all the Young Men (and Women) Gone? 
 

   That was a war protest song from the early 60’s, but that’s 
not where I am going with this.  After a weekend at the Giant 
Scale Fly-in at Castle “Airport” (read AFB) I was walking the 
flight line looking at the amazing assortment of Giant Scale 
Aircraft, most of them of the WWII vintage.  Looking past the 
aircraft and at the pilots/builders flying them, I noticed, as I am 
sure you have too, that our hobby is getting very gray and 
overweight.  The ranks are thinning on a yearly basis due to 
the fact that older pilots are not being replaced by a younger 
generation.  While I was on the flight line, my own 14-year-old 
son Adam, was back at “base camp” playing with his new 
graduation present (video game) instead of watching the flying 
and checking out the Giant Scale. 
   I was shown at an early age about airplanes from my dad 
who was a PBY flight engineer during WWII.  He peaked my 
interest with stories of flying the PBY along the coast of 
California and launching from the SFO Coastguard base.  Hey, 
somebody had to protect the home front and take care of the 
women folk at home! 
   Although Adam constantly sees me building my airplanes, 
he has not yet been drawn into the hobby like I was with my 
dad.  It seems that the younger generation would rather be in a 
virtual reality setting than to be really flying an R/C at the 
local field.  We have a PC flight simulator software and he can 
take off, land and fly very well but when it comes to the real 
deal its, “no, I don’t want to crash”.  Is it because their 
attention span is limited to a 30-minute sitcom or a 3-minute  

 
music video?  I don’t think so.  I’ve seen him and his buddies 
play their video games for hours on end.  So what’s the deal?  
It can’t be the expense of the equipment, after what his mom 
and I paid for the latest & greatest hand-held Sony Video 
game.  Is it the technology?  I don’t think so.  Most kids can 
program the latest GPS system for their parents in the blink of 
an eye. 
   Our own club has fallen victim to this lack of young recruits 
as our membership has decreased by at least 15% over the last 
year.  With all the turmoil in the airline business, where are our 
future pilots/flight attendants/airport agents and AMA 
members going to come from?  Maybe our future pilots will sit 
in a windowless room and fly a remote control commercial 
aircraft from SFO to Paris and not have to leave their home 
base.  Well, maybe…but not with me on board! 
   See you at the May meeting! 
 

Keep ‘em charged and keep ‘em flying! 
 
Ray 
 

Minutes  -  May 18, 2005 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling  
 
   Pres. Ray Squires called the May, 2005 PCC meeting to 
order at 7:40 P.M.  The weather was not good - rainy and 
windy - so attendance was low this night.  A new Prospective 
member was present- Gavin Millner.  The minutes of the 
April meeting were approved as published in the newsletter. 
   RaffleMaster Dennis Lowery displayed the raffle prize - a 
D&L Gizmo plane kit. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell gave this vital bit of 
information. 
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain was not present but there were no 
reports of any problems to date. 
 
FIELD:  Marco Pinto reported that all is OK as of now.  He 
says to watch for ticks.  He picked up four by the main gate.  
They seem to like to lay in wait on the tips of plants. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Ellsworth Crowell introduced Gavin 
Millner as a new Prospective member. 
 
FLITE PROFICIENCY: None. 
 
CONTESTS:  Jake Chichilitti announced that on the 22nd of 
May there would be an interclub fun contest and barbecue with 
guests from EBRC.  Ray Squires said that the Castle AFB 
scale show to be held the last of May will probably be the last 
one.  The base is going to be used as an airline freight base. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Ray Squires announced that the Half 
Moon Bay Review newspaper will be at the PCC field on Sat. 
June 11 to do a pictorial story about PCC. 
 
   There will be no float flying at Lake Hennesy in May.  Call 
Ray if you want one in June. 
 
D.O.M .:  None. 
 
S.A.D.:  None. 
 
   The meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M. and was followed by 
SHOW & TELL and the Raffle. 
 
SHOW & TELL:  Scott Eustace had a Predator combat plane 
by Tufflight.  He is going to install n ST .61 in it. 
   Oliver Salles had a cute little flying rotary saucer. 
   Jake Chichilitti showed a combat plane ( ? Gremlin) which 
he had shown before.  He also had a small glider of his own 
design with ailerons, elevator, and rudder.  He has test flown it 
and it flies good. 
   Ken Martinez had a combat wing which he has to tame 
down---it's too fast.  He also showed an old plane which he 
had outlined with an 1/8 in clear plastic tube filled with the 
liquid from GloStiks.  Flew it at night.  Worked out OK but is 
costly. 
   Frank Phelps  showed  a 40 size ARF Stik to which he had 
added floats.  (everybody is going float flying) 
   Marco Pinto had a combat wing with a .25 bushing engine. 
 

RAFFLE:  And the WINNER was-------Dennis Lowery. 
 
FOR SALE  
 
   A 7 ft. by 30 in. workbench with soft top, electrical outlets, 
large and small drawers.    $ 50.00 
   A 6 ft. 8 in. by 28 in. workbench with metal hanger for tools, 
large and small drawers, electrical outlets, and 4 wheels that 
lock.   $ 50.00 
   Model Engines-in boxes-never used----Make offer  -   One 
each--OS 25 FP, Magnum GP15, OS 60 FP, OS 26 S, OS 46 
SF, ASP 61 A, OS 70 Surpass, Saito FA50, and two OS 70. 
 
   Call Linda Yeun  at  650-340-7385 
 
Kirk  
 

Raffle Corner    
                                                                           Dennis Lowry 

 
 
Super Tigre 40 
 
   The Tremendously Large Raffle Prize for June is a Thunder  
Tiger 40 Motor - a Ringed Motor.  I was looking at the kits  
available and Rico suggested that a motor might be nice.  I  
picked the ThunderTiger 40 out in about 2 minutes, but the  
shop was slow, so it only took 40 minutes to pay for it. . .  Ah,  
the things one learns standing around in a hobby shop! 
    Anyway, it's a great prize, and if you don't want it, return it  
for the full value.  Fly safe and have fun, we'll see you at the  
meeting. 
 
Dennis 
 
Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
 
   After run oil!  To update you, it's been two years since I've 
stopped using after run oil in my engines.  And I haven't lost a 
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bearing since nor noticed any rust build up.  When I was using 
after run oil, I was losing three sets of bearings a year.   
   Next time you're done flying, try this experiment.  
Disconnect the fuel line to the carb and try to restart the 
engine.  Keep flipping the prop until the engine does not pop 
anymore.  Then, open the throttle all the way and use your 
electric starter on the engine and look down the throat of the 
carb.  On my engines, after around five or six seconds you'll 
see several additional spray of fuel.  In other words, just 
flipping your prop won't completely dry out your engine. 
   In my instruction on landing, there might have been some 
confusion when I said to get lined up with Highway 1.  The 
picture below shows the Highway 1 I was referring to. 
   Also, I am attaching pictures of a landing approach by 
Scottie.  He did it the right way.  Nose high and yet 
descending.  If your nose is too heavy, holding the nose up will 
be difficult. 

 
The runway points to this part of Highway 1.  Line your 
airplane up with this road. 
 

 
Engine throttled back and lined up with runway.  When  
flying over the ravine, be prepared for turbulence.  Play 
with the throttle to keep your engine running. 

 

Nose up and decending.  This indicates that the plane is  
flying near its slowest speed.  

Just before touch down.  This is how it's supposed to be  
done. 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 

PATTERN   PRATTLE       
                                                     Robert Hixson (Masked Pilot)
 
   PATTERN FLYING OBJECT:  To fly smooth, straight  
lines, and round circles...precisely.  I recently attended a local 
(annual)   pattern  (aerobatics)  contest at Richmond California, 
(BARCS).  I know there a couple of other PCC members who 
have dabbled in pattern besides myself:  Wally,  Ellsworth, 
Paul;  (you?)...  However, if you are new to this somewhat 
rarefied area of R/C modeling, let me say that pattern as an 
R/C event, IS surviving..  And Changing..  One important 
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thing to know about pattern flying: it is, and will remain  
primarily a PILOTS event, and not a spectator event, like 
combat, scale, or IMAC...  People have come away from 
pattern competition, wondering what it was all about...  I once 
heard a comment at a pattern contest: "this  type of flying must 
be pretty easy, no one has crashed.." 
   Pattern models are different from IMAC   (also aerobatic) 
models  in that they do NOT have to resemble a full-scale 
aircraft; pattern models do not have to have a model pilot in 
the cockpit, and pattern models cannot be heavier than 11 
pounds, or  be larger in wing-span (or fuselage length) than 2 
meters.  Pattern models are easy to notice:  they usually have 
very long fuselages.  This is to make those long vertical lines 
straight. 
   IMAC has different weight and size, restrictions (AMA 
rules).  Pattern has NO engine-size limitations (another 
change), so theoretically, one can, therefore, fly with a Chevy 
V-8, as long as you can keep the weight at or under 11 pounds.  
The exception to these limitations is for the beginner.  Here 
any AMA legal model may be flown in beginning pattern.  
Beginning pattern pilots are also treated to 1/2 price entry-fee 
(they will pay only $15).  This is done, of course, to encourage 
new participation. 
   Changing?  Yes.  The recent and huge change is the arrival 
of electric powered pattern models.  I realized that they are 
"here", and not "coming" when I saw no less than TWO 
electric pattern models flying, in competition, at the same time.  
The performance of these electric models is very close to those 
for glow power.  I want to say, however, that electric pattern 
power is not cheap, or simple!!  Chargers, and very expensive 
(arcane )  li-poly batteries, with their very specific (and risky?) 
charging demands, (they can ignite if not charged correctly).  
In fact, there is, on the market currently, a clay " charging 
crock" to hold the (potentially hot) batteries during charging.).  
Now, that got my attention..  Electric pattern flying will, 
therefore, at least for the near future, remain an area for the 
very informed (and rich) modeler.  Two sets of flight batteries, 
motors, and charging systems   (one remote) can run several 
thousand  $...   
 
Robert 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  June 
     15   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
 
  July 
     20   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     30   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  August 
     17   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     27   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 

Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org 
    

   
  Ellsworth setting up his brand new Funtana 90.  He put  
  an OS 120 in it.   

   
  Ellsworth this his new baby.  Hope he gets the kinks out  
  of the engine.  But it's a beautiful airplane. 

   
  Scottie's plane getting into a hover. 
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  Scottie hovering.  He's still getting better at it. 
 

   
  Wally and Olivier checking out the flight box. 
 

   
  Wally fueling up his airplane.  Notice his flight box is on 
  the ground rather than on that 2 x 6 sticking out?     
 

   
  Here Ramzi gets ready to fuel up his Magic. 
 

   
  Planes lined up and flyers just enjoying themselves. 
  (Thanks to Olivier Salles for these photos.)  

   
  Ray taxiing (?) his boat into a landing(?).  Wings level,  
  throttled back, and nose up.  Perfect landing.
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  June 15, 2005 


