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President’s Column 
                                Marco Pinto 
 
   Hello to all.  It certainly looks like winter is finally over and 
spring is in.  Because of the lengthy rains your models might 
have been gathering dust –mine did- but the flying season is 
coming soon and it looks like this is going to be a busy one. 
 
   To start, let’s fix up our field first.  The field is getting its 
annual work party at last.  It will be held on May 21st at 
9:00am.  We will be digging 2ft deep holes, so if you have a 
hole-digger, shovels, weed trimmers, etc, please bring it to the 
field.  If you can not make it to the field then give it to one of 
the board members or call any other fellow member to arrange 
for pick up.  Bring goggles, work shoes or boots and a pair of 
work gloves for your personal protection.  I want to encourage 
everyone to come to the work party.  The biggest job will be 
setting the new pilot safety fence up and some weed clearing 
and cleaning around.  There is not much work to be done, but I 
assure you lots of good time.  As usual, we will have a BBQ 
after the work is done.  I am certainly we will have a fantastic 
time with good food, great fellowship and the joy of getting a 
new and needed safety fence.  Remember, May 21st at 9:30 
am Work Party Day. 
 
   I am planning on a Model Tune Up Clinic on June 4th.  If you 
have a new model that you want to have inspected for proper 
radio connection or needs some adjustment, bring it to the 
clinic.  If it is a new model then it will be a good time to have 
its pre-flight inspection.  If you replaced the radio gear, it will 
be a good time to go over and check for proper servo throw 
direction and linkage, etc.  You have to bring the all the 
materials if you want something replaced or fixed and specific 
tools for your airplane, we will have basic tools at the field. 

Hopefully we can get a generator to do some soldering and 
covering if we need to.  If you want to help with the 
inspections call me so I know how many “model mechanics” 
will be available.  Our models have been stored for a good part 
of the winter, so we can give it a pre-season safety flight too. 
This is the first time I try something like this, so depending of 
how well this goes and how much participation and interest 
there is from you, the members, we will have more clinics 
during the course of the year.  Perhaps you want to bring your 
Fun Fly model.  Remember, June 4th Model Tune Up Clinic. 
   Let’s start the flying season with a Fun Fly on June 11th. 
There is so much fun on Fun Flies that I think it will be a good 
catalyst for all the members to start the flying season.  There 
will be lots of fun, plenty of good food and plenty of laughs. 
Let’s everyone come together as a solid group and share the 
flying with good friends.  If your model needs some work you 
still have 4 weeks after the club’s May meeting.  See the 
Model Tune Up Clinic above - you can bring your model for a 
complete safety and performance evaluation from one of your 
fellow members.  The Fun Fly will pause at noon for lunch and 
continue 30 minutes later.  If you have some ideas of the 
games you want to see at the Fun Fly please let me know in 
advance so the program can be set up.  Some games that have 
gained popularity in the past are: Egg drop, pylon taxiing, 
blind taxiing, slalom taxiing, 15 seconds power climb, limbo, 
accurate landing, shortest take off and landing and musical 
chairs.  If you have some suggestions please let me hear them, 
I appreciate your thoughts.  Remember, June 11th our Fun 
Fly Contest. 
 
   I want to encourage you to participate in our activities.  As I 
said it before, the number and type of activities is not what 
make PCC succeed as a homogeneous group sharing the same 
passion and interest in aviation.  Each and every one of us and 
our participation in PCC organized events is what determines 
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how good such events turn out.  I plead you to come out and 
joint us.  We all are interested in hearing your comments, 
thoughts and ideas and to share the baby-blue sky with you. 
Let’s all build a better club for ourselves together.  
 
…Coming out …! 
 
Marco 
 
   p.s.:   Are you still sitting down?  Go plug and charge that 
hangar queen, I want to see you at the field ! 
    
 
Minutes  -  April 19, 2006 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling 
 
   Pres. Marco Pinto called the April meeting to order at 7:40 
P.M. Marco noted that his phone no. as listed in the new roster 
is incorrect.  It should be 650-952-6379 as is shown in the list 
of officers on the front page of the newsletter.  So, correct your 
roster accordingly. 
   Several guests were present, all indicating that they want to 
join PCC.  One being a young man aged 14.  Welcome to all.  
Dennis Lowry displayed the Raffle prizes.- a Sig Somethin' 
Extra kit, a screwdriver set donated by Jake Chichilitti and  
an electric ARF donated by Wally Cain. 
   The minutes of the March meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell reported that all is well 
with the PCC financial status. 
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain had nothing to report.  Due to the 
many days of rain, few members have been flying. 
 
FIELD:  Marco said the grass needs cutting (could that be due 
to all the rain ?) and he will get it done soon.  The ground is 
solid around the parking area so there should be no problem. 
   The work party  which had been scheduled for April 2 and 
cancelled because of rain will be set for a later date.  Marco 
has already been buying material to repair the pilots fence. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Anthony Benton was voted in as a FULL 
member. Congrats, Anthony. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  The Half Moon Bay Dream Machine show 
to have been held April 30 was cancelled because the rains had 
made the airport area too much of a swamp.  It will NOT be 
held later this  year. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Pres. Marco wants to have some type of 
club event soon.  Send him an e-mail or phone him with your 
ideas of what to have.  He would like to schedule it for soon 

after the fence work party. 
 
D.O.M.  Jake Chichilitti won this award.  At a recent float fly 
he flew one plane, landed, turned off the Rx switch,  and set 
the Tx down (did not turn the switch off).  He then went to fly 
another plane ( on the same freq. ) with a different Tx and 
crashed.  
 
SHOW & TELL:  Andrew Sweeney had a very little 2 chan 
electric bipe which he says flies great.  He demonstrated it.  It 
did fly great, but it landed on top of one of the light fixtures 
and stayed there.  Later Olivier Salles used the flag staff to 
nudge it off. And Andrew flew it some more. 
   Ken Martinez had a Hangar 9 Cap 232 which Scott Eustace 
had given him after breaking it.  Ken had repaired it and 
installed an Irvine .53 for power.  He had not flown yet.  
Looked like new--the plane, that is. 
   Marco Pinto showed his first ARF glider. Good looking-not 
flown yet. 
   Frank Phelps had a .40 size U-CAN-DO with a Super 
Tiger .40.  He said it took a lot of work to assemble--things 
did not fit good.  Not flown yet 
   Eric Einarsson had a glider whose design dated back to the 
1970's.  Named the Paragon.  Has a polyhedral wing with 
spoilers and flap.  He has flown it and it flies great. 
   Ed Bussing showed his completed T-28 Trojan which he 
had scratch built from plans in a recent issuer of M.A.N.  Has 
an OS 52 Surpass and small Spring-Air retracts.  A good 
looking plane.  Not flown yet. 
   Our 14 year old guest had a NexStar ARF trainer. Not flown 
yet. 
   John Bassetto had a great looking scale glider which is to be 
flown at the Los Banos meet. The glider belongs to someone 
else. 
   Grant Sawai had his BME ARF which is now completed 
and will be flown as soon as the weather permits.  It is an 
impressive looking plane. 
   The meeting adjourned at 8:35 P.M. and was followed by the 
Raffle.  Winners were:  Tim Boyle won the Somethin' Extra, 
Kirk Phaling got the Live Wire electric, and Marco Pinto 
took the screwdriver set. 
 
Kirk 
 
Field Rules Reminder….. 
 
21. Fixed winged “3D” type flying shall yield to and shall not interfere with 
“regular” type flying and shall not be flown closer than 75 feet from the pit 
area,  the picnic tables and the  parking area. Fixed winged 3D type flying 
shall take place in the “Restricted Helicopter - 3D  Flying Area” when 
regular type flying is taking place.  (see map of field) 
 
Ask Ellsworth for a copy or you can download and view our Field Runes at:   
 
http://www.flypcc.org/pages/Member.html
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Servo Gears:  Metal vs. Synthetic 
“Metal alloy gears wear quickly. They are really strong 
compared to plastic gears…  …16 times stronger than the 
baseline nylon gears, but they will create gear lash or “slop” 
faster than any other material.”    …  from Hitec!   
 
http://www.hitecrcd.com/education/gears.htm
 
 
Raffle Corner    
                                               Dennis Lowry & Olivier Salles 

         
                     Win this Mini Funtana 3D…
 

          
                         ……or this GWS Slow Stick
 
   In May we have 2 GREAT raffle prizes.  A Mini Funtana 
3D and a GWS Slow Stick.  The Mini Funtana is a great AFR 
for close in flying, and it looks fantastic out of the box.  The 
Slow Stick is one I've always wanted for more relaxed flying 
at lunch or after work in the parking lot. 
    Anyway, come out and have a go at it.  Just think, for one 
dollar you could take home a beautiful new airplane. 
  
   See you at the meeting. 
 
Dennis & Olivier 
 
 
Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
 
   The rain finally stopped.  It felt like it would never stop.  

Now comes the windy / foggy time of the year.  Remember the 
fog last year?  As bad as the rains this year.  With the lower 
ceilings, now’s a good time to practice your landings…. From 
the left AND the right.  But DO NOT fly in the fog.  If you 
lose sight of your plane, you won’t be able to control it. 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
  May 
     18   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     21   Work Party, 9:30, PCC Field 
     28   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  June 
       4   Model Tune-Up Clinic, 9:30 @ PCC Field 
     11   Fun Fly @ PCC Field, 9:30 
     15   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     25   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  July 
     19   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     29   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
 
Review:  Sig Herr Little Extra ARF 
          

      
 
   At the Feb.. 2006 meeting I showed a Sig-Herr  Little Extra 
ARF powered by a Norvel .074 motor. At that time the motor 
had not been run nor had the plane been flown.  Now the 
motor has been run and the plane flown. Both exceeded my 
expectations. 
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   The Little Extra has a 36.5 in wing (it comes in one piece), 
344 sq. in. area, is 34.75 in. long and supposedly weighs about 
22 oz.  Mine weighed 28 oz., mainly because I used a 600 ma. 
nicad Rx battery instead of the suggested 270 ma. I also had to 
add 3/4 oz. of lead in the nose to balance the plane midway in  
the cg range.  The wing loading at this weight is 11.7 oz. per 
sq. ft.  I used the suggested Hitec HS 55 servos which fit 
perfectly in the cutouts.  
   I had two problems.  The center part of the wing which fits 
into the wing saddle had a protrusion running the width of that 
part which prevented the wing from fully seating in the wing 
saddle. I remove it with a #11 blade and sandpaper.  Then it fit 
perfectly. However, this left a small area of bare balsa.   
   The plane had been designed to use the Norvel motor and the 
motor plate was already drilled for it.  The screws supplied to 
fasten the motor were metric Phillips type. I used them OK on 
the side opposite the muffler but could not on the muffler side 
because part of the motor overhung the screw holes and a 
screwdriver would not fit. I wound up buying socket head 
screws and used a ball driver with no problem. 
   Neither of these problems were addressed in the assembly 
manual (which otherwise was excellent) so I e-mailed Sig 
about them and also asked for some covering to seal over that 
part of the wing that I removed since I didn't think I should 
have to buy a full roll of covering for such a small piece ( I'm 
Cheap). I also asked if the wing problem was only on my plane 
and why didn't the manual tell about the motor screw problem. 
   Well, I got an answer in about a week---I was congratulated 
on figuring out how to fix the wing and was sent a 6 in. square 
of covering and was told to buy socket head screws for the 
motor. I had already done that. That was the sum of their reply. 
Not a word about my other questions.  Oh well, one can't 
expect everything. 
   The funny thing is that otherwise the manual is excellent. 
   The motor is another story. Not a thing wrong.  The Norvel 
motors are made in Russia and have what is called Revlite 
technology for piston and cylinder which results in very close 
tolerances.  Norvel supplies a blurb about what to do before 
trying to run the engine.  Remove the glow plug head (it is 
somewhat like the Cox type  and requires a special wrench 
which I had ordered with the motor along with two spare 
plugs) and add a few drops of castor oil or light weight motor 
oil and allow to cure for 24 hours with the piston at the bottom 
of the cylinder.  
   I used the suggested APC 7x3 prop (the Sig manual 
describes what to do to get them to fit the small.074 prop bolt) 
and YS 20/20 PowerMaster fuel for the first two tanks ( 2 oz. 
tank is supplied.)  By the way, the prop bolt is hex headed and 
it's best to use a 5 mm socket or box wrench.  When using 
APC  type props I always make a washer of oxide type 
sandpaper. Make it the size of the drive washer and put the 
abrasive material next to the prop.  The normal drive washers 
do not have a good enough bite on the prop to keep from 
slipping. 
   After priming the motor the usual way, the electric starter got 

it running.  After warming up the plug battery was removed 
and the motor run to break in.  After two tanks of the YS 20/20 
the fuel was changed to PowerMaster 15 % ( I always add 
another 2 oz. of castor oil -except to the 20/20) and the needle 
valve adjusted for best running. 
   Here's the remarkable thing about this motor.  There is no 
idle speed needle valve. But when the throttle is reduced to 
idle, the motor just keeps running at a low speed with  no 
stumbling or hesitation.  When the throttle is rapidly moved to 
the high end it transitions without any hesitation.  Time after 
time it will do it. Absolutely remarkable. Whoever designed 
this motor sure did a fantastic job. Have not tached the low and 
high speeds yet. 
   The motor has two additional head gaskets already installed 
and for increased power one or both of the copper gaskets can 
be removed. But with both in place the motor has plenty of 
power. 
    This plane - motor combo is an excellent flying machine. It 
flew the first time with only one click of up elevator required 
for straight and level. The control throws were set on high rate 
to the manual specs and low rates were set about 60 % of that. 
All flying was done on high rates.  Paul Lum put the plane 
through all aerobatics and the only problem was a reluctance to 
spin.  The could be due to the CG and not enough throw on el. 
and ail. It will land very smoothly and looks great in the air in 
spite of the small size.  
   For the low price of the plane and the motor and the 
excellent way they perform, this has to be the bargain of the 
decade.  If you want to spend more money, the kit has 
instructions to modify it for electric power.  
 
Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org

 
    Spring Time brings out the new birds guys have been    
    working on all winter! 
 

      
      Bob ready to fly his Robin Hood with a Zenoah G-23 
      on it.  Said it lands at walking speed. 
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  He throttled up, the engine roared, climbed a bi,t rolled to  
  the right and crashed.  Luckily the ground was soft. 

   
  Paul’s Extra after doing a landing  in the field after the  
  Fox’s 3.2 bearing gave out.  It’s repairable. The $20 prop 
  didn’t break.  Whew! 

   
   Roberto taking time out to help one of our newest member 
   to be trim out his brand new Nexstar.   

      
     Phil setting up his Patty Wagstaff Extra with Dev  
     watching. 

      
     Mike helping his son Andrew get his Big Stik ready for  
     flying. 
 

      
     Grant with his brand new BME Yak with a DA50.  This 
      plane is a floater on landings but a performer. 
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 Final check before take off.   Worry, worry, worry.     
 Nervous! 
 

  
 There it goes down the runway! 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Ken holding Grant’s hand through the maiden flight. 
 

     
   Grant bumped the Yak on landing and damaged the fuse. 
    He says he’ll practice landing from the north some more. 
 

       
    No, the picture’s not upside down.   Phil’s Extra doing a  
     low inverted pass over the runway. 
   

     
     Phil’s flying style got everybody’s attention.  Fly like him  
     only if you are a very experienced flyer.  Practice! 
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               Throttle up, down the runway, a bit of up elevator and  Ken with his Edge on take off. 
      away it goes.  Very little trim correction.  Beautiful on  
     the ground and in the air. 

         
      Dave does a pass over the runway, getting used to getting  Dave brought out a brand new airplane that uses his old         it set up for landing.  Dave said, “it’s a floater”.  Brison 2.4.  Very impressive flyer.  About the size of a     Funtana 90 but it burns gasoline rather than expensive   

      

 alcohol.   

  

     It’s a big airplane but really not too big.  And it fits in his 
     little Mustang!!!  It’s an Ultra RC, Giles 202L, 29%.   
     Dave’s and exciting flyer so he’ll give you a nice show if   
     you can catch him at the field.     Dave giving his airplane one last inspection before taking  

 off.   Worry, worry, worry. 
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