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President’s Column 
                                Marco Pinto 
 
I have just arrived from the Fun Fly Contest we had scheduled. 
If you were not there you missed a lot of fun, good food and 
prizes. Despite the shut down of Devil’s slide on Highway 1 
the commute to our field early mornings has not been affected 
and the return back has only seeing about 15-minutes delays. 
So, if the traffic scares you don’t let that happen again. 
   The contest started at about 11:00 am because we waited for 
some participants that were on their way.  By the end of the 
first round of games one more participant sign up and joint the 
group of ten players already starting the second game.  All 
participants were arranged in random order and their order was 
kept for all subsequent games. However, at the start of each 
game a pilot #2 would start the second game and so on to 
allow all players to be first on each game.  It worked well. 
Knowing your number meant that each pilot could start getting 
his plane ready by the time he was up.  This helped all 
participants and the contest to move quickly.  The First four 
games were Ground Events: Taxi run, Football run, Slalom 
and faithful Indian Guide.  Here, time and the ability to keep 
full control of your airplane while going through the course 
was the key.  If you though that is easy, well, you needed to be 
there.  Let me tell you, it was not easy task but it was a lot of 
fun watching your flying member struggle through the runway. 
The cheering was phenomenal to say the least. The “other 
rights or lefts” were yelled by all those watching waiting for 
their turn.  Whether they meant to help the pilot on command 
or to try to add to his confusion is not completely known, but 
the crow went wildly laughing when things did not go 
“straight.”  Frank Philps was helping hand at the end of the 
runway.  He was quickly on his toes to help airplanes 
“unstuck” from mole holes if a pilot got his ship strayed out of 

the runway. Frank thanks for your help from all of us.  Cheers 
for you pal.  As we moved to the “Airborne Events” the pilots 
were completely thrilled and the fun was getting intense and 
growing like wild fire.  One-minute flight, Looper, 20-flight 
and Spot Landing were flown.  It was amazing to see how one-
minute can last anywhere from 41 seconds to 2 minutes and 20 
seconds when estimated by your fellow members while flying. 
Loops are easy to do until someone start counting them and put 
you on a time line.  Counting was indeed easy, the whole crow 
was by now counting out loud and as a single voice.  Cheering 
continued non-stop thought all the events.  Landing by now 
was not the issue.  Having your plane stop at the line was the 
problem.  Ending up short or too long was common and your 
buddies sure let you know how off the planes were by the 
amount of laughing.  It was stimulating to be there. 
   We took a break for lunch. Mmm, mmm, mmm. Who else 
could be at the grill but master cook Grant Sawai.  The place 
went completely silent during the munching but don’t take me 
wrong, everyone had their mouths full with the big, juicy, 
tasty, cooked to perfection hamburgers which all the pilots and 
spectators enjoyed for lunch.  The melted cheese run the sides 
to meet a vine ripped tomato slice that together with the 
ketchup and mustard created a symphony of flavors, right there 
in our own palate.  Taste buds were doing the “wave” at every 
single bite exploded with savor.  Potato chips and variety 
packs with ice-cold drinks helped direct such orchestra of 
flavors. It was fantastic.  The “Egg drop” event was next after 
lunch and spine-tingling fun set on everyone watching. The 
advice of the crow ranged from “roll it” to much more 
sophisticated maneuvers that I have still to find how to 
describe them.  However, the sort of “straight and level 
humpty bump” seemed to work for all those who performed 
such a tricky tactic.  Several pilots managed to get the 
“egg/bomb” to come out and strike themselves on the wing. 
The egg did not broke and processed to fall in a ballistic 
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trajectory.  The field got bombarded everywhere but the target. 
Eric managed to hit the closest at approximated 10 feet from 
target.  The last game, “musical airplanes”, got every 
participating pilot up into the sky.  Luckily, everyone 
participating had no conflict with frequency or channel.  
Eleven airplanes mingled at the north end of the field, 
including an electric ship piloted by Ryan.  Leading the music 
was Harry whom at the flick of a switch made every single 
pilot scramble towards the south end of the runway in an effort 
to do their touch’n’go to remain in the game.  The last one in 
doing so had to land.  But wait, 3 ships in an attempt to do it 
quick they touched so hard that had no more “go” after ill fated 
prop strike.  The musical concert continued for a few more 
rounds with similar results.  Last two pilots remaining afloat 
and racing for first were Eric and Jake.  The latter one flying a 
small lite-blue stick had the speed advantage over Eric’s 
bigger smooth flyer.  After counting and adding everyone’s 
scores the top-three pilots were cheered up and applauded by 
all. Jake’s got first place, Eric got second and Paul third.  
They received the applauses of their fellow members whom 
they now respect and admire. The cash prizes of $25, $20 and 
$15 respectively kept a steady grin from ear-to-ear on each of 
the winners.  Hugs and kisses were abundant to the winners 
from their peers – just kidding.  That brought the contest to its 
end and proceeded to pack and go home.  Everyone was 
extremely happy and overjoyed by all the fun they had.  They 
expressed their joy almost in tears – I am exaggerating here to 
enrich the story.  Seriously, everyone had a fantastic time and 
expressed their interest for the next Fun Fly Contest.  
   This is a brief description of the events that took place. As I 
begin to notice that my face feels a little sun burned I hope you 
will make plans to participate in the next contest. If you were 
not there I invite you to joint us so that you too can enjoy all 
this fun events and camaraderie among your PCC friends.  I 
look forward to see you at the meeting and at the field. 
 
Marco 
 
Minutes  - May 17, 2006 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling 
 
   Pres. Marco Pinto called the May 17, 2006 PCC meeting to 
order at 8:00 P.M.  V.P. Oliver Salles and Sec. Kirk Phaling 
were absent.  
   The Sec. wants to thank Jake Chichilitti for doing a really 
great job in acting as secretary for the meeting. The notes he e-
mailed me were extremely well done. 
   Thank you, Jake, you did a good job. 
 
   The minutes of the April meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter. 
One guest, Brian Burgess, found out about PCC at J & M 
Hobby House, and after reading our flyer came to the May 
meeting. 
   RaffleMaster Dennis Lowry displayed the Raffle prizes; 

Mini Funtana, GWS Slow Stick, and several tools. Ellsworth 
had purchased some tools from the wife of a former PCC 
member who passed away in Dec. 2005.  Dennis has bought 
them to be used in the Raffle.  More will be added to following 
Raffles. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  This vital information was given by 
Ellsworth Crowell.  All seems to be in good order. 
 
SAFETY:  Wall Cain was absent but no safety infractions 
were reported by anyone else. 
 
FIELD REPORT:  Marco had mowed the field and will 
spread weed and insect killer at the next work party. 
 
FLITE PROFICIENCY:  Dennis Lowry is trying hard to 
pass the "D" level and is getting close. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Mike Klass and Brian O'Neil were voted 
in as Full members.  Branden Faizon, age 14, was voted in as 
a Junior Member. Branden was accompanied by his father. 
Congrats to all. Happy Flying. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Pres. Marco announced that the work 
party which had to be postponed because of rain will be held 
on Sunday, June 21 at 9:00  A.M. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Pres. Pinto announced that a FUN FLY 
will be held at the PCC field June11.  There will be a $5.00 
entry fee for participants.  The contest will be held no matter 
how many show up.  Lunch will be provided after.  Some of 
the events will be egg drop, musical chairs, runway slalom, 
limbo, etc.  Marco urged every one to take part no matter your 
skill level. And a trainer plane would not be at a disadvantage. 
   Marco also said he wanted to hold an aircraft inspection at 
the PCC field on June 4th.  He asked everyone to bring planes 
for a safety check.  He also asked for volunteers to help with 
the inspection. 
     Marco also suggested that we require park type fliers to use 
Spread Spectrum radios at the PCC field in order to avoid 
interference.  Ken Martinez suggested that Spread Spectrum 
pins be made so everyone gets in the habit of getting a pin 
before flying. 
 
D.O.M.  Nobody admitted to being a dummy and nobody 
squealed on anyone, so there was no D.O.M. award this month.       
 
S.A.D. No award this month. 
 
HITS & MISSES:  Jake said that because of the Bayside R/C 
inspection requirement before being able to fly at their field, 
Saved his Somethin' Extra when the hatch blew off and the 
battery fell out and dangled in the breeze.  Bayside requires 
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that the battery-switch connection be secured.  Jake had taped 
them together and he was able to get his plane safely on the 
ground. 
   Ken Barnes told about a terrible accident at an airshow in 
Hungary. A 1/2 scale Pitts was being flown and went out of 
control and crashed into the crowed, killing two people and 
injuring several. It is believed that interference caused the 
plane radio to go into failsafe  mode and crash.  
 
SHOW & TELL:  Ramzi Ayesh had a new trainer made from 
Coroplast and scrounged material.  He got the plans on the 
Internet and modified them for his use.  It has an OS .40LA for 
power and weighs about 3 1/2 pounds.  Wingspan is 48 in. and 
has a diamond symmetrical airfoil. Has a wood yardstick for 
spar. Nobody wanted to test fly it so he will have to do it 
himself.  
   Ken Martinez showed a Dave's  Aircraft EPP slope combat 
P-51 glider.  He modified it to have a removable wing and 
added rudder control.  He also lengthened the fuse to make the 
rudder more effective.  Not covered yet.  Ken also showed his 
version of the Mako open B combat plane.  He added about 6 
in. to each wing tip, hoping it will turn tighter.  It's made of 
white foam and powered by a Magnum .28XL. 
   Dave (?) had a Hobbico trainer which he wants to sell for 
$275 complete with radio and flight equipment.  He is only 
going to fly electric planes from now on. 
   Brian O'Neil had the fuse of a Tower Kaos ARF and was 
looking for suggestions on how to repair the stabilizer which 
had come loose from the fuse.  He got many ideas and some 
may be the answer. 
   Jake Chichilitti had an E-Flite Ultimate bipe which had 
been modified to add Glowire lighting for night flying. See 
www. glowire.com.  The system has a driver unit which plugs 
into an open port on the Rx and gets power.  It has 6 ft. of 
glowire, 2 two ft. sections for the top wing and 1 two ft. piece 
for the fuse.  It is attached with clear tape and the driver is 
velcroed to the fuse.  The whole unit weighs 17 grams and can 
either strobe or glow steady. Costs about $35. 
   The meeting adjourned at 9:05 P.M. and was followed by the 
Raffle. Winners were: Marco Pinto (Funtana), Frank Phelps 
(SlowStick), and Ken Martinez (twice), 
Jake Chichilitti, Branden Faizon, & Marco Pinto who won 
tools.                                                                         
 
Kirk 
 
Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
   Thanks to the guys who braved the rain and stayed for the 
work party.  I sat in the parking lot in the rain and figured 
nobody was crazy to work in the rain.  They did and did a 
really nice job on the fence.  Will post pictures of this next 
month.   
   Had a freak accident with Ray Quintal.  He had one leg in 
front of his stab, holding the plane, and accidentally throttled 

up.  His plane lurched forward and chewed up my Extra’s 
wing and fuse.  See picture below.  Nobody got hurt, except 
Ray’s feelings.  This is why it is so important to keep control 
of your airplane when the engine is running in the hot pit area 
and not taxiing in the hot pit area.  Accidents happen.  Now we 
know, one leg holding the airplane is not enough.  Never leave 
an airplane with its engine running unsecured.  Also, the hot 
pit area is not a place to park your airplane.  Had I followed the 
rules and put my plane in the cold pit area, the only damage 
would have been to Ray’s prop.  Ray’s repairing my airplane.  
Our rules are there to prevent accidents and injuries so read 
them and follow them.   
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
 June 
       4   Model Tune-Up Clinic, 9:30 @ PCC Field 
     11   Fun Fly @ PCC Field, 9:30 
     21   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     25   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  July 
     19   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     29   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org

 
   

        
    Ouch!!  Freak accidents happen.  Accidental throttle up 
    caused plane to get away from Ray and taking a piece  
    out of Paul’s plane. 
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  Pilots’ meeting.  Marco laying down the law.  
 
 

    
   Mr. Confidence, Jake getting ready to Ace the slalom  
   event.  It’s not that easy to steer an airplane on the  
   ground.  Tail draggers are even worse. 
 

   
  Grant pointing to the score sheet Marco provided.  It   
   showed who was ahead and what was next. 

     
   Spectators crowding the pilot’s station to see how things 
   were supposed to be done. 
 

     
   Frank was shaky earlier but he stood his ground during 
   the entire event. 

     
    Discussions were held to clarify the rules. Rules and order 
    of events were also changed.  But everyone was agreeable. 
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Ken returning to the pit area after finishing the slalom. 
 

 
Marco setting up the cones for the ‘football’ run.  Darn 
those cones kept getting into our way. 
 

 
Eric prepared to listen to anybody’s advice.  Enrique 
checking to make sure Eric does it correctly. 
 

     
   Club couldn’t afford another cone so a member  
   volunteers to be a cone. 
 

    
  Spectators waiting for lunch.  
 
  

    
   Roxie and Megan fight for the spatula as Tabitha looked 
   on.  Thanks girls for your help.  Of course, Grant too! 
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Roberto’s idea of what an egg drop setup should look  
like. 
 

 
Caught in the act of releasing the egg.  Quite often the 
egg would hit the airplane causing a longer drop. 
 
 

 
Marco getting the time for the looper-60 second duration 
from Martin!  Thanks for your help, Martin. 

     
    Roberto directing Greg in the ‘faithful indian’ event.     
    tougher than you think to do.  Very interesting!!! 
 

     
    Frank measuring the distance eggs fell from the ‘x’.  It  
    looks easier than it is.  Keep your eyes on your plane!!! 
 

     
    Guys starting up for the ‘musical chair’ event, always the 
    most exciting event of the day. 
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    Roberto’s plane making a mad dash to the runway with  
    three other planes in hot pursuit.   More guys getting ready for the musical chair. 
   

       
 Frank directing ground control, with so many guys taking     After the event, guys went out to retrieve their airplanes. 

    11 planes were up in the air at the same time.  Crowded!!  off at the same time.      

   
 The pilots station was packed.  Good thing they fixed And Jake humbly acknowledging that he was the winnah!  the fence!! Hats off to Jake…. Our Ace!!! 
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      Here’s the whole Gang!  We had a fantastic time and lots and lots of fun. Join us nest time!  You don’t have to win, just enjoy yourself!!! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:   Wednesday, June 21, 2006 
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