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President’s Column 
                                Marco Pinto 
   I have very important safety advice for all:  Check or replace 
old receivers or transmitter batteries at the first sign of 
abnormal charging/discharging.  As time goes by you learn 
how your equipment behaves and operates.  When you notice 
uncommon charging/discharging abnormalities, let that be a 
warning and take the necessary precautions.  After a few years 
of use, batteries deteriorate. Replacing those batteries, Rx 
and/or Tx, can save your airplane and more important avoid 
personal injury from a plane crashing out of control in the pit 
area. Replacing old battery packs is always cheaper than 
replacing a whole airplane.  There was a sort of incident at the 
field this past 4th of July with regards to this matter.  But if you 
want to hear the rest of the story, you will have to come to this 
month’s meeting. 
   Off to another topic.  Several times I have been asked by 
new members about the do’s and don’ts of our club rules, 
regulations and common courtesy.  I thought it would be good 
to mention just a few here.  So, this month space is dedicated 
to some Flying Ethics that we should keep in our minds. 
   Make sure your airplane is always properly restrained when 
starting its engine.  When heading to the taxi way, remember 
to always walk with your airplane through the hot pit area and 
please don’t let it taxi alone; keep a hand on its tail, fuse or 
somewhere else all the time.  It is not just for your own safety 
but for your fellow members’ and other airplanes around. 
   If there is another member sharing the same frequency or 
channel with you, please return the channel number paddle to 
the impound box and give that other flyer a chance to fly too.  
 
Oh, remember to leave your transmitter in the impound box 
and to turn it off. 

 
   After landing, if you are not refueling and taking off right 
away, move your airplane from the hot pit or starting tables to 
the cold pit area.  I confess that I have been guilty of that but I 
was politely asked by your fellow members to move my plane 
to the cold pit.  I appreciated the honesty and courteous 
reminder of that member.  So, let’s keep the hot pit and 
starting tables for that purpose alone. 
   It is common that fellow members bring food and snacks to 
the field.  Make sure to take all remnants of food and trash 
with you when you leave.  We are very good in this matter but 
I thought I would mention it anyway. 
   There is a table right in front of the stairs by the sheds. If you 
need to break-in a new engine whether in an airplane or on a 
break-in stand on a bench please do it there.  The need to 
throttle up high repeatedly makes it necessary to do it in an 
area away from everyone else.  Protect your hearing by using 
ear plugs or similar personal protective equipment. 
   Become familiar with the field restricted flying areas that we 
are not supposed to fly through.  If you see someone flying 
near the highway, over the pits or similar areas, please be kind 
and politely let him/her know.  Chances are they have 
accidentally intruded in that space. 
   Display your badge while at the field whenever you are 
flying.  However, even if you are not flying it is still a good 
idea so other members can identify you as a club’s member. 
   If you bring a guess to fly, make sure to verify his/her AMA 
membership card.  Introduce the guess to members at the field 
so they don’t have to keep asking your guess for AMA card. 
   Family, friends and pets are always welcome.  Make sure 
they know the restricted areas and watch your children at all 
times for their own safety.  We want them to get fascinated by 
our hobby and not afraid of because an accident.  If you bring 
a pet, make sure to clean after it.  You know what I mean. 
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   There are many more by-laws in the clubs archives that I 
have room here in this column.  If you want to read it all, 
check out our internet page or ask the treasurer, also our 
librarian, to show it to you.  These regulations are there for our 
own safety and to make our hobby fun and safe.  PCC has the 
friendliest members in the area.  Let’s keep that reputation 
going, we all are part of it.  
   I wish you all a good flying season, keep that sun-block at 
hand, wear it, be safe and have a lot of fun. Our field is in ship-
shape condition waiting for you to enjoy it.  I want to shake 
your hand and see you all at the meeting and at the field. 
 
Coming out… 
 
Marco 
 
Minutes  -  June 21, 2006 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling 
 
     Pres. Marco Pinto called the June 21, 2006 PCC meeting 
to order at 7:55 P.M.  Several guests were present including 
Brian Burgess, Allen, John, and others whose names did not 
register with the aging Secs ears (or the Secs aging ears) 
which were somewhat damaged years ago by the ballistics 
testing of military small arms ammunition.  Sorry about that, 
such is life.  Well, lo and behold, the Sec. and V.P. were both 
in attendance at this meeting.  The minutes of the May meeting 
were approved as published in the newsletter. 
   Rafflmaster Dennis Lowry  displayed the prize for the 
meeting-a Hangar 9 ARF Twist 40 ( a great flying plane) and 
an electric  donated by the Sec which he had won previously 
and chose not to build.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell gave this information. 
For the benefit of new members please note that the specifics 
of this info are not published in the newsletter because the 
newsletter can be read on the internet and that vital info is of 
no concern to  non-members of PCC.  
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain was absent, so no report from him and 
no other member had anything to report. 
 
FIELD:  Marco noted that the grass has been mowed and the 
pilot safety fence has been rebuilt.  He also noted that later the 
cold pit may be enlarged to allow more room for larger planes. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Brian Chan and Michael Klass were 
voted in as full members.  Congrats to both. 
 
FLITE PROFICIENCY:  Dennis Lowry was awarded a "D" 
level certificate.  It was presented by Jake Chichilitti. 
Congratulations, Dennis. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  Pres. Marco told about the great time at 
the recent FunFly and noted that he will conduct another one in 
3 or 4 months. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Nothing discussed. 
 
S.A.D. : Dennis Lowry lost (broke up) his "Somethin Extra" 
practicing for the "D" proficiency award.  Sorry, to hear that 
Dennis, but you prevailed and got the award. 
 
HITS and MISSES: 
 
HIT:  Marco found that by looking on eBay for full size 
planes for sale, one can find many great color photos which 
can be used as source info for models.  He found a great one of 
a Beech Staggerwing  in yellow. 
 
MISS:  Kirk Phaling reported on another Li-Po battery no-no. 
This concerned a small li-po battery used in one of the new 
Cox micro warbirds.  All the components including the battery 
are sealed inside the fuselage and the battery can't be removed 
fir charging unless a special hatch is made to do so.  Most 
builders of these planes elect not to add a hatch to avoid 
adding weight to these small planes. 
   As a result, after a number of chargings, this builder found 
that the battery was badly bulged and damaged.  Fortunately, 
the problem was found before a fire started.  Do not ever 
charge Li-Po batteries except in a fireproof container and never 
leave them unattended.  The Cox warbirds are best used with 
the nimh battery sold by Cox.  The run time is not as long but 
one does not have to worry about charging them. 
 
SHOW and TELL:  Harry Smith had a new electric, a 
Typhoon, with 37 in. wing and weighing about 27 oz.  He got 
his as a "Plug and Play" with everything installed except the 
Rx.  It has a brushless motor, controller, 3 cell battery, and 
servos.  The plane looked great and Harry like the way it flies. 
   Ken Martinez showed the  Trophy he won for taking 3rd. 
place at the recent Exeter combat contest.  Congrats, Ken. 
   Mike Nadler showed a bunch of planes he is selling. If you 
were not at the  meeting and are interested, call Mike to find 
out what he has for sale. 
   Dennis Lowry showed a small Global Extra 300 to use in 
funflys but hasn't finished.  He is using a Webra .32 for power. 
   Kirk Phaling showed the box of a Cox P-40 micro warbird. 
Has a 20 in. wing and weighs about 5 oz.  He had not started 
building as of meeting night but it is now completed (not 
flown) and will show it at the July meeting. 
     The meeting adjourned at  8:35 P.M. and was followed by 
the Raffle.  Brian Burgess won the electric "Live Wire" and 
Jim Perry won the "Twist 40". 
 
Kirk 
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Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
 
   For the new members, our field rules will be listed below.  
Please review them.  Remember, Safety First!! 
 
Paul 
 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The 
Next Meeting! 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
  July 
     19   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     29   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  August 
     16   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     26   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  September 
     17   Annual Club Picnic 
     20   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     23   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
PCC  Field  Rules 
 
MAKE SURE YOUR TRANSMITTER IS TURNED OFF 
BEFORE DRIVING TO THE FIELD.  SERIOUS DAMAGE 
OR INJURY MAY OCCUR SHOULD YOUR RADIO 
INTERFERE WITH A FLYING MODEL! 
 
1.  Affix your name, AMA number and telephone number to 
your transmitter and your airplane. 
2.  When loading your equipment into your vehicle, make sure 
that your transmitter is turned off. 
 
UPON ARRIVAL: 
 
1.  If the gate is locked and you are not a full member, you 
must wait until a Member unlocks the gate before entering. 
2.  Unlock the gate.  Make sure to scramble the combination 
on the pad lock. 
3.  Shut the gate behind you. 
4.  Proceed at 5 m.p.h. when in the flying site. 
5.  If the ground is soft from rain, keep your car on the 
graveled area. 
6.  If the ground is firm, drive up as close as possible to the pit 
area and park your car in such a manner that others may park. 
7.  If you are the first to arrive, do the following: 
    a.  Unlock and open the frequency control box.  Scramble 
the padlock's combination. 

    b.  Unlock the lavatory and secure the padlock.  Scramble 
the padlock's combination. 
    c.  Place the red flag in its proper location on the fence. 
 
SETTING UP YOUR EQUIPMENT: 
 
1.  Set up your aircraft in the COLD pit area.  DO NOT 
START OR RUN YOUR ENGINE IN THE  COLD PIT 
AREA!  The HOT pit area is for starting and running your 
engine prior to a flight. 
     
SPECTATORS: 
 
1.  Spectators are not allowed within the hot and cold pit areas 
and must stay away from the cliff areas. 
2.  Special attention should be paid to children and pets. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
1.  Safety, good sportsmanship, common courtesy, and 
gentlemanly conduct are expected of every person using the 
field.  Pilots shall not make repeat flights while others are 
waiting.  If you have had possession of a frequency pin for 20 
minutes, for whatever reason, return it to the board in order to 
give other flyers a chance to fly. 
2.  The rights of the property owner shall be respected at all 
times.  No misuse or destruction of property is permitted.  Do 
not let your children or pets run about unattended or onto the 
pit area, infield,  runway or taxiway. 
3.  Be extremely careful of combustible materials and 
cigarettes.  Ensure that matches and cigarettes are extinguished 
and placed in your own container.  Do not smoke in the open 
field during the dry season.  Be aware that gasoline, which is 
explosive, may be present. 
4.  Gliders on winches or hi-starts, or being towed may be used 
provided power pilots are not using the field and are to not to 
be flown in the restricted areas. 
5.  Mufflers shall be attached to any engine over .09 cubic 
inch. 
6.  Model rocket launching is prohibited. 
7.  Pulse jet engines are not to be run except with the club's 
approval. 
 
WHILE FLYING: 
 
1.  Safety of persons shall be of the utmost concern during any 
flying activity. 
2.  No high speed passes over the runway. 
3.  If there are three or more flyers present, all transmitters are 
to be placed in the transmitter impound box.  Check that your 
transmitter is "OFF" before placing it in the impound box. 
4.  Transmitters must have appropriate channel numbers 
attached as required by AMA. 
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5.  A transmitter is not to be turned on, with or without an 
antenna, for any reason unless the appropriate frequency pin 
from the frequency clip board is attached to the transmitter.   
     A slave transmitter hooked to a master transmitter does not 
require a frequency pin provided that the slave transmitter is 
not turned on. 
6.  Engines are to be started in the HOT pit area only.  Care 
should be taken to insure that prop wash does not  interfere 
with flyers or other aircraft. Prolonged running (and breaking 
in) of engines should be done in the area next to the sheds.    
7.  Taxing within the pit area is strictly prohibited. 
8.   Aircraft with their engine running must be in firm control 
of the pilot.  It must be held by hand or restrained by an 
aircraft holder provided.  Radio interference can cause an 
unsecured  aircraft to suddenly throttle up resulting in a 
dangerous situation. 
9. "Dead stick" aircraft have the right of way.  Yield to them. 
10.Landing aircraft have priority!  Before taxing onto the 
runway from the taxiway, call "Coming Out" to alert the other 
pilots flying their aircraft that you are about to taxi onto the 
runway.  Only after having received an o.k. from the other 
pilots and making sure that no one is landing, should you enter 
onto the runway.  In acknowledging the "Coming Out" call, 
the pilots flying their aircraft shall shout  "O.K." loud enough 
to be heard and nod their head or give a physical sign that they 
have heard the announcement.  Communicate with each other. 
11. Takeoffs are to be made on the runway and into the wind 
as possible. 
12. After takeoff, pilots shall position themselves within the 
pilots station, situating themselves at an empty flight  station. 
13. When landing, call out "Landing" to alert other flyers of 
your intentions.  When your aircraft has cleared the runway, 
call out "Runway Clear", letting other pilots know it is safe for 
them to land their aircraft. 
14. Let other pilots know your intentions.  If your aircraft is on 
the runway and you must retrieve it, call out, "On the runway".  
After you have retrieved your aircraft and are cleared of the 
runway, call out, "Runway Clear."  Clear the runway as soon 
as possible! 
15. Aircraft must not be flown over restricted areas. 
16. Immediately after completing a flight, ensure that your 
transmitter and receiver are turned off and return the 
transmitter to the impound area and the frequency clip to the 
board. 
17. All flyers shall comply with the directions of any Field 
Martial or Club Officer.  If in doubt, comply first, then discuss 
the matter calmly afterwards. 
18. No more than four aircraft shall be flown at the same time.  
Individual flights shall not exceed 15 minutes unless 
conditions so permit, and only after prior arrangement is made 
with the other pilots presents. 
19. Helicopters are restricted to the same flying area as fixed 
winged aircraft, taking off from and landing on the runway, 
but shall not be flown closer than 75 feet from the pit area, the 
picnic tables or the parking area. 

20. Helicopters may be flown while fixed winged aircraft are 
being flown provided that:    
      a. Take-offs and landings take place at the area on the map 
indicated as “Helicopter Pad”.  
      b. In the rule, “No more than four aircraft shall be flown at 
the same time,” the helicopter shall be counted as an aircraft 
and shall be restricted to the same time limit. 
      c. Helicopters shall remain east of the runway and shall not 
be flown closer than 75 feet from the pit area and the picnic 
tables and shall be flown  only in the area labeled “Restricted 
Helicopter - 3D Flying Area” 
21. Fixed winged “3D” type flying shall yield to and shall not 
interfere with “regular” type flying and shall not be flown 
closer than 75 feet from the pit area,  the picnic tables and the 
parking area. Fixed winged 3D type flying shall take place in 
the “Restricted Helicopter - 3D Flying Area” when regular 
type flying is taking place. 
22. Only fliers who have earned a “Solo Certificate” are 
allowed to fly without supervision. 
23.  PCC name badge with the current year’s bar attached must 
be worn when at the field. 
 
GUESTS: 
 
1.  Only those affiliated with the PCC and guests shall use the 
field.  A guest must be accompanied by a Member and shall 
introduce himself to a Field Marshal.  The Member or the 
Field Marshall shall acquaint the guest with the rules herein.  
Guest flyers must be in possession of an AMA membership 
card.  A guest may fly no more often than once every two 
months, and their activity is subject to restrictions, as 
conditions indicate. 
 
 UPON DEPARTURE: 
 
1.  Upon leaving, make sure you take home any and all trash 
that you brought.  This includes damaged or broken aircraft 
parts and pieces.  If you brought it with you, you take it with 
you  when  you leave.  There is no trash service. 
2.  If you are the last to leave, accomplish the following: 
     a.  Return red flag and other club property to the impound 
box. 
     b.  Lock the impound box and scramble the padlock's 
combination. 
     c.  If any equipment is left by another flyer, take that 
equipment with you when you leave and contact the owner or 
an officer about its return. 
     d.  All refuse, cigarette butts, debris, trash and remains of 
any damaged aircraft are to be taken from the field  when you 
leave.  There is no trash service. 
     e.  Lock the lavatory and scramble the padlock's 
combination. 
     f.  Lock the sheds and scramble the padlock's combination. 
     g.  Lock the gate and scramble the padlock's combination. 
    . 
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Note:  Any Member noting any deficiencies in the field or its 
equipment shall bring it to the attention of a Club Officer at the 
earliest opportunity. 
 
IF THERE ANY DOUBT ABOUT A COURSE OF ACTION 
AT THE FIELD NOT COVERED BY THESE RULES, 
TAKE THAT COURSE OF ACTION THAT WILL ENSURE 
THE SAFETY OF YOURSELF AND OTHERS FIRST, THE 
SAFETY OF PROPERTY SECOND, AND THE  
SAFETY OF YOUR AIRCRAFT LAST! 
 
Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org
 
THANKS to all the hard workers who braved the bad 
weather to fix our safety fence and construct the new table.  
 
Work Party Pictures taken by Ramzi Ayesh.  Thanks Ramzi! 

 
Guys working on the safety fence. 
 

 
Fence taking vertical shape. 

 
Framing up the new table. 
 

 
Last minute instructions by Ken. 
 

 
Table taking shape. 

 5

http://www.flypcc.org/


 

 
Finished!!!  Will it fly??? 
 

 
Marco rushing to finish the lawn before the rain comes. 
 

 
Hmmmm!  The best part of the day. 

 
Taking a break! 
 

And heeeers  Ellsworth!!!   

 
On another day, Albert relaxing and flying. 
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  Dennis breaking in his Webra 32.. where he’s supposed to. Roberto’s Extra landing.  

 
 Roberto’s P-51 on final approach. 

After breaking in, then he brings his plane to the hot pit area. 

 
Roberto’s P-51 executing a perfect landing… again.  Nose 
up and speed down.  He’s an excellent lander.   

 
Roberto with his brand new tiny Extra.  Rx problem so he 
took only part of one flight. 
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  July 19, 2006 
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