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Bench Start-Up Procedure Warning 
 
   Our rules states:  “Aircraft with their engine running must 
be in firm control of the pilot.  It must be held by hand or 
restrained by an aircraft holder provided.  Radio interference 
can cause an unsecured  aircraft to suddenly throttle up 
resulting in a dangerous situation.” 
   When you use the start up bench to start your engine, after 
you have your engine running, (1) place your transmitter next 
to where you intend to place your airplane.  Then, (2) carry 
your plane to where your transmitter is and place your plane 
within easy reach of your radio and pointed away from people 
and other airplanes.  Then, while restraining your airplane, 
preferably with two legs, pick your transmitter up, being 
careful that your clothing or your neck strap does not 
accidentally move your throttle stick forward. 
   Failing to follow this procedure could result in injury to 
others  or damage to other models or property. 
 
 
Minutes  -  July 19, 2006 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling 
 
   My, how time do fly !!! Seems like it was only yesterday that 
I sat down at the console of the mighty MacIntosh gaspipe to 
do the June minutes. And here it's time for July already. 
   I think my favorite plane magazine is "Flying Models"  
There are more pages of good info per pound of magazine than 
any other I know of.  Anyway, that's my opinion for what it's 
worth.  Covers a nice variety of subjects.  My favorites are: 
Cross Files, Small Talk, Electric Flight, Old Timer Topics, and 
F/F Sport.  Try an issue sometime.  Always interesting info. 
Not a lot of advertising. If you want ads, see Model Airplane 

News or Fly RC. Fly RC seems to be mostly reviews put out 
by the maker of the item.  Never see anything critical.  Again, 
that's my opinion. 
   A number of the columns have little quotes at the start of the 
column.  The Small Talk column in the Sept.,2006 issue had a 
quote from Mark Twain which why  I brought up Flying 
Models mag.  It seemed right at this time because I have a 
birthday this month.  Twain said: "Age is an issue of mind 
over matter. If you don't mind, it doesn't matter."  How true. 
   And now on to the subject at hand. Pres. Marco Pinto called 
the June, 2006  PCC meeting to order at 8:00 P.M.  Must be 
the summer doldrums as the attendance was low.  
  A guest was Keith Costas, who with his father John intend 
to join PCC. Another guest was Tom Coleman. 
   The minutes of the June meeting were approved as published 
in the newsletter. 
   RaffleMaster Dennis Lowry displayed the prize for the 
meeting--an E-Flite Mini Edge 540 Arf--an electric plane. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell presented this info. 
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain was not present but Marco told of an 
experience he had recently which could have caused a problem 
if he had not been lucky.  He was unaware that the Rx battery 
in his plane had inadvertently been turned on and was about 
almost run down.  He made a mistake and connected his starter 
battery to the glow plug, burning it out.  By the time he 
rectified this and put in a new plug, he discovered the Rx 
battery problem.  It was almost dead.  He thinks he was lucky 
in only ruining a plug because otherwise he probably would 
not have found the Rx batt. problem until it went dead in the 
air and could have wrecked the plane or hurt someone. 
   Mike Nadler reported that the day of the meeting he had a 
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brand new Tx battery go bad.  He had just had it made up 
special for his Tx and it was the first time it was used. 
 
FIELD:  See the info under New business. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Pres. Marco reported on getting a big 
batch of very good used AstroTurf with which to overlay the 
existing turf and extend the runway.  He had to call an 
emergency Board meeting the Monday night before the 
meeting to discuss the acquisition.  The material was free but it 
had to be removed  from its stored place immediately.  The 
Board voted to spend the money necessary to rent a truck to 
haul it to the field.  Ken Martinez and Harry Smith 
volunteered to do the hauling.  There is enough to also enlarge 
the cold pit area. 
   Work parties will be held Aug. 5 and Aug. 6 to try to get the 
work done.  The usual Bar-B-Que will be available for the 
worker bees. 
   Marco wants someone to volunteer to make a video to put 
on the PCC web site as something to introduce PCC to new 
visitors to site.  If you can do this, give Marco a call. 
 
D.O.M.:  None. 
 
S.A.D.:  None. 
 
HITS & MISSES:  Jim Reimholz reported that a cell in a 
Thunder Power Li-Po battery went dead  and he got a new 
pack from T.P. for 1/2 price. 
 
SHOW & TELL: 
 
   Kirk Phaling showed his new Cox electric micro warbird- a 
P-40. Has a 20 in. wingspan and weighs 5 ounces. Has 2 micro 
servos for elevator and rudder.  Cox also has a P-47, P-51, 
Corsair, and Spitfire.  Kirk had not flown the P-40 as of 
meeting night.  They are all ARFs and are nicely made.  Kirk 
also has a P-47 to build.  Cox is also going to have several 
Axis WW2 warbirds of similar construction. 
   Eric Einarsson had a Great Planes "Spirit" glider which he 
had won at a raffle at another club.  Eric had it "In the bones". 
Looked very good. 
 
   Well, it was a short meeting.  It adjourned at 8:45 P.M. and 
was followed by the Raffle. 
   The winner of the Mini Edge 540 ARF was Eric Einarsson. 
 
Kirk 
 
Remember:  You are required to wear your name badge 
when flying at PCC’s field.  It’s the rule. 
 
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
 
   Let’s not forget to mention our old member, Gary Ware, 
who is always keeping an eye out for our club.  Gary was 
scanning Craig’s list and came across an ad about Berkley 
High School wanting people to pick up their old astro turf.  For 
FREE!  He immediately got on the phone and came down to 
our field to impress on our people about how great an 
oppurnity this was.  So,  THANKS, GARY!!  We also used a 
lot of Gary’s technology in installing the carpeting so far and 
I’m sure we’re going to use more in the future. 
   Well, we did quite a bit of work on the pit area on  Sunday, 
8/6.  Marco and Ken’s vision materialized into a larger hot and 
cold pit area.  The old white carpeting in the hot pit area has 
been replaced with the new astro turf.  That should cut down 
on the u.v. exposure we’d get from the sun light bouncing back 
off of the white carpet.  Also, when the sun warmed up the 
white carpeting, it would bubble up and there would be areas 
of raised carpeting.  Once I was going to put the red flag up 
and the front edge of my shoe caught one of these bubbles.  I 
ended up crashing into the fence post.  My black eye and 
scratches on my neck were noticeable.  Now that problem will 
hopefully be gone.  The openings to the hot and cold pit areas 
have been enlarged to accommodate the larger airplanes that 
more and more members are flying.  Also, two new openings 
have been made at the north end of the cold pit area.  Now, 
when you’re done with a flight and want to return your plane 
to the cold pit area, you don’t have to walk all the way to the 
taxiway to get to the cold pit area.  Just enter through the 
opening near the ‘stump’.   The cold pit area will now 
accommodate more ‘parked’ models.   The hot pit area has 
also been enlarged giving flyers starting their engines more 
clearance between each other.  A safety plus.  Now you won’t 
have to squeeze between the fence separating the hot and cold 
pits and my Extra.  The bigger planes will be further away 
from the taxiway.   But remember, still NO TAXIING IN THE 
PITS!!! 
   We did find a problem with the new astro turf.  It is made up 
of two layers.  The astro turf and its backing.  Apparently they 
are not of the same length so when we laid them out, most of 
them ended up having wrinkles.  The only way to remove the 
wrinkles was to pull the astro turf apart from the backing, 
stretch the astro turf, and then reapply the astro turf.  So for 
now, be careful when walking around the pit area as you might 
trip over the wrinkles.   Many of you who worked on the old 
astro turf may remember how hard it was to separate the astro 
turf from its backing.  This new stuff comes apart relatively 
easily and cleanly so it shouldn’t be too big a deal.  When we 
lay out the new astro turf over the runway, we’ll have to deal 
with this problem. 
   In the meantime, watch out for the uneven carpet heights.   
   Thanks guys for the help!  This will improve our field. 
 
Paul 
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Protect our Padlocks 
 

          
   Te prevent theft of our padlocks, never leave the padlocks 
 unlocked.  Always keep them  locked and scrambled. 
 
     Someone had opened the gate and dropped the padlock 
behind the post.  We thought it was stolen so the padlock from 
the outhouse was used to lock the gate.  Later Ellsworth found 
the lost padlock.  But by leaving the padlock unlocked, we are 
inviting theft of the lock.  So always keep it locked and save the 
club some money. 
 
Please Take Some Trash Home! 
 
When you're ready to leave the flying field, see if you can take 
some of the accumulated trash home with you to throw away 
with your regular trash pick up.  This will save a trip to the 
garbage dump and it will be free to the club!  If everybody took 
home just a little each time, it'll be gone in no time at all.  
Thanks!  Otherwise, any volunteers to make the run to the 
dump? 
 
Jake & Ken & Combat  
 

  
Here’s a picture from Jake.  On June 17th at the EBRC flying 
field in Livermore there were seven contestants in a combat 
contest.  Jake came in 2nd and Ken came in 4th.  They were 
flying Mako’s with Magnum XL .28’s.  They are going to put 
on a combat demonstration at the SACRAT’s field this 
Saturday after their monthly meeting.  
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  August 
     16   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     26   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  September 
     17   Annual Club Picnic 
     20   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     23   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  October 
     18   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     28   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
Pictures    view these in color at  www.flypcc.org
  

    
   Here comes Ken and Harry in a  delivery truck with the   
   astro turf.     Photos by Bob Hixson. 

    
   Harry and Ken got up early to cross the bay to rent a truck 
   and then make two trips to pick up the carpet. 
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   Ken getting ready to unload the carpet.  Photos by Bob 
   Hixson. 

   
  Then on Sunday, the work began.  First the planning.   
 

   
  And more planning. 
 

   
  Dennis worked on replacing the cover and repainting the  
  telephone box as well as installing the astro turf.. 

   
  Enrique pulling the post while Marco wired the two posts  
  together. 

   
  Ken tying the screen on to the post with galvanized wire.    
  Phil’s just standing here but he did a lot of work too. 
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 Posts for the new fence being driven into the ground.  Ken 
 drilling pilot holes with his electric drill 

   
 Guys determining  which carpet to use next.      
 

   
  After the selection was made, the carpet was tied and made     
  ready to be pulled to the cold pit area. 

   
  We tried using the mower to pull the carpet but it wasn’t 
  strong enough.  We ended using Marco’s truck.        

    
  Here the truck is pulling a roll of carpet to the cold pit area.  
   

  
 Another shot of the carpet being pulled.  Marco was yelling 
 commands to his dad.      
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After getting there, the carpet had to be rolled into place by 
hand.  I would help but somebody’s got to take the pictures.   

  
 Next, the carpet had to be positioned correctly.  This was 
 hard work.      

   
  Then the carpet had to be rolled out, stretched and then 
  nailed down. 
     

   
  Dennis and Enrique preparing lunch.  Guys worked hard 
  so they were really hungry. 

   
  Marco added baked beans to the lunch menu.  Yummy! 
  Food always taste better at the field. 

   
  The mad rush for lunch was on.  Yummy, yummy, yummy! 
  Phil ate two burgers and the second was a double burger!  
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       Right after cutting the carpet the guys were ready to roll    Marco driving in the last nail of the day.  We used up all 
 another section of carpet.    the nails and we are going to need a lot more nails. 

       As the carpet was laid in the pit area, work tables had to     The new and enlarged Hot Pit area. 
 be shuffled around.  

      
  The entire cold pit area has been enlarged and recovered   The guys trimming the excess carpeting.  Looks nice!  
  with two new openings.  Very nice!! 
 

 You just  gotta see it. 
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              A lot of guys helped and we thank them but here are the guys who stayed till the end.  Actually, some wanted to do some flying after 
              the work was done.  It was a beautiful day for flying.  Thanks Guys!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  August 16, 2006 
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