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Minutes  -  August 16, 2006 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling 
 
   Pres. Marco Pinto called the August, 2006 PCC meeting to 
order at 7:45 P.M.  We had a special guest at the meeting. 
Gary Ware, former PCC president, was paying a visit.  Gary 
now lives across the Bay and expects to return to this area in 
the future. Not a large turnout of members for the meeting as is 
usual for summer meetings. 
   The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter. 
   RaffleMaster Dennis Lowry displayed the raffle prizes--a 
Gentle Lady glider and an FW 190 electric foamie.  Dave 
Santana donated an electric  ( to keep the coffee hot) coffee 
mug. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell supplied the information 
for this vital statistic. All is well. 
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain is back from vacationing and had no 
problems to report but says all who like to fly 3D style should 
do so in the 3D designated area--to the northeast of the cold pit 
area when more than one person is flying. Be sure to keep 
clear of the pits and the runway. 
 
FIELD MAINTENANCE:  Marco reported on the addition 
of the new (old) astroturf which has been laid in the pits and 
the enlarged cold pit.  The entrance to the runway has been 
made wider and a new entrance to the cold pit at the north end 
has been added. 
   The runway will be made wider and longer at a work party in 
about a month.  The date will depend on when Mr. Deeney  
 

levels the area west of the runway.  About 15 feet will be made 
level and will blend into the existing runway. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Five new Full Members were voted in this 
month.  They are:  Robert Garnick, John Costas, Keith 
Costas, Joe Erdie, and Joe Erdie,Jr.  Congrats to all. 
 
FLITE PROFICIENCY:  Ellsworth Crowell reported that 
there is nothing to report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   Marco gave a rundown on the remodeling 
of the hot and cold pit areas and the laying of the new 
astroturf.  He also wants to thank all members who gathered 
for the work party to do all of this. Great job, people.  PCC 
thanks you. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  The Annual PCC picnic will be Sunday 
Sept. 17. 
 
SHOW & TELL:  Kirk Phaling had a Cox P-47 micro 
warbird electric.  It has a 20 in. wing, 130 size electric motor, 6 
cell 220ma NIMH batt., GWS 4 chan. Rx and 2 GWS Pico 
servos.  It weighs 5 oz. and flies great. 
   Eric Einarrson showed the finished glider which he had in 
the bones last month.  It has flown now and Eric says it flies 
really fine. 
   Eric also displayed a fixture he made to determine the 
balance point of a plane using a plumb bob. Call Eric for 
details if you want to build one--it's not complex. 
   Eric also had his own design hot wire cutter for foam.  If 
you'd like to make one, give him a call for info. 
   Frank Phelps showed his new profile type plane from 
Hangar 9 which has side-force generators. Frank is using an 
OS .36LA motor for power. 
   The sec. didn't get his name ( and forgot to get it later) but he 
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had a TopFlight P47 kit which he bought on E-bay.  He is 
gathering all the stuff to make it fly-motor, retracts, and other 
essentials and will start building soon. 
 
   The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. and was followed by the 
Raffle.  Burgess won the glider, Andrew, the FW-190, and 
Brandon got the mug. 
 
Kirk 
 

Stay away from those trees! 

 
When you fly close to the trees, please remember that 
those trees are actually right next to the highway.  So 
when you fly close to the trees, you are flying close to 
moving traffic.  Flying close to the “wall” should be 
restricted to landings and take offs only.  On the picture 
below you can see the trees on the left bottom of the 
picture right next to the road. 
 

 
          Trees          Highway          Gate           Highway 
 

Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
 
   I happened to be at the field when Harry and Ellsworth met 
with Mr. Deane, our landlord, to pay our annual rent.  Their 
discussion covered the grading of the field for the expansion of 
the runway.  Mr. Deane said he was happy with our club’s 
presence except for individuals who fly their airplanes over 
Martin’s Beach.  This is a no, no.  We MUST keep Mr. Deane 
happy.  Without his approval, we lose our field.  Anyone 
flying over Martin’s Beach should be barred from flying or 
even removed from our club because it could cost us our field.  
So if you see anyone flying over Martin’s beach, warn them 
immediately.  Our relations with the Deane’s is very, very 
good and we intend to keep it that way.  Besides, he’s a super 
nice person. 
 
Paul 
 
Electric Flying Warning  - another one 
 
   SACRC just had another injury from an electric airplane.  
Here’s a clip from their minutes:   
“Bob Freshwater asked for information on the recent accident 
at the flying field where a club member was injured.  Several 
members spoke up and stated that a member was injured by his 
electric powered plane when it started unexpectedly.  The 
injury required over thirty stitches’. 
   Bob Freshwater suggested changing the field rules by 
requiring all electric powered motors to have a dead man 
switch to prevent the motor from starting unexpectedly. 
The topic was discussed, but no decisions were made.” 
   Imagine having an electric airplane sitting on the bench 
when suddenly the motor throttles up.  You’ll most likely have 
cuts your to your hand.  You grab hold of the airplane and 
now, to stop the engine, you have to take the canopy off, grab 
hold of the battery wires… with two hands, pull the wires 
apart, and then the motor will stop turning.  All this being done 
with the possibility of a severed finger(s).  It would be much 
safer to have a switch on the outside of the airplane so if 
anything should go wrong, you simply flip that one switch and 
the motor goes dead.  On gasoline airplanes, they recommend 
this deadman’s switch.   
   Bill Cuhse related to us about the time his electric helicopter 
suddenly throttled up all by itself.  His PCM receiver failed 
and the motor throttled up.  So things do go wrong.   Treat all 
electric airplanes like a loaded gun.  Never point it at anything 
you don’t want to shoot.  Over thirty stitches!!! 
    Guess if you don’t have a deadman’s switch, you could 
throw a heavy rag into the spinning prop to stop the engine.  
But watch out for the fire that might start afterwards. 
 
Upcoming Events 
  September 
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     16   Bayside Flea Market.  
     17   Annual Club Picnic 
     20   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     23   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  October 
     18   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     28   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  November 
     15   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library,  
             nominations for new club officers 

25 Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 

Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org
 

  
  Ray with his Patty Wagstaff Extra. 
 

  
 Think it flew more upside down than right side up. 
 

     
    Brian Chan took this picture mmediately after a mid-air,   
    tiny pieces came raining down. 

     
    Brian Chan took this picture of the downed airplane on  
    the beach with his electric airplane. 

       
    Bob Johnson hasn’t been around for a while but here he 
    is with Mickey and Charlie. 
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 While Bob Mariani was with his four stroker which didn’t 
 want to run right.    

  
 Eric, Jake and Martin with a Zaggy at Lake Tohoe. 
 

  
 Zaggy flies at 9,600 feet altitude.  Beautiful view. 
 

     
    Harry showing us his electric airplane, Typhoon. 
 

     
    Roberto getting better with his hovering with his little 
    electric Extra.  

     
    Roberto’s Extra on its final approach before landing.    
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 Roberto’s Mustang coming in for a landing.  Speed down,     Ells walking to the Pilot’s station after putting his elec.  
 nose up… perfect setup for a three point landing.     Bipe on the runway. 

       
    For a change, the weather was near perfect for Ells to fly.  Roberto’s Mustang flairing before touchdown. 
    He’s happy even though he isn’t smiling.  

       
 Roberto giving a demo of his new helicopter.  It’s an      Lunch Time! 

  electric but the blades made it extremely quiet. 
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