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President’s Column 
                                Marco Pinto 
 
   The orange and black decorations of store fronts are a 
reminders that the pumpkin festival quickly approaching. 
October is here and that means it is Auction/RC Mini Market 
time.  So far, the format will be similar to last year.  You will 
pay a flat fee to get a table and sell everything you can put on 
or under it. 
   I have a very special request to all PCC members for the 
forthcoming of the New Year and the usual PCC banquet.  I 
am looking for raffle prize donations for our annual PCC 
banquet.  If you are like me, you probably have a kit, an ARF, 
tool, or other RC item that have not used or will probably 
never use or build.  Please, if you find it in your heart to donate 
it I and the club will appreciate it.  Your donations will save 
the club so very needed funds that could be used towards our 
field lease. 
   I would like to remind everyone to please make sure to lock 
the gate and scramble the code when leaving the field.  I was 
recently informed by a member that when he showed up at the 
field the gate was unlocked.  No one was at the field at the 
moment.  So, the last person flying, that morning or the 
previous day, probably forgot to do it.  Please, make sure you 
lock the gate if you are the last person to leave.  Also, please 
remind others to do if there are only two or three other 
members left.  I know we all can at one time or another forget 

to do it but the safekeeping of our field might depend of it. 
PCC and I will appreciate it.  
   As mentioned in the first paragraph, October is the reminder 
of a couple of events of PCC.  It is also time for the members 
to submit their nominations for the various offices. Serving 
your time is not very difficult.  It gives you the opportunity to 
lead your club in the direction you think is better for PCC. 
Don’t be afraid to try.  You will not be alone; all PCC 
members will be there to back you up.  The compensation you 
will get is the joy and satisfaction from all those members that 
participate in the various club’s activities.  So, if you want to 
try or would like to nominate a fine member for a specific 
office, please do not hesitate it.  We, the members, will be 
there to support you. 
   Last thing but probably the most important subject I wanted 
to talk to all of you is about our field.  More specifically, we 
need to keep searching for a permanent field, if possible to 
acquire our very own site.  We enjoy a beautiful flying site 
right now, but it is not ours.  We struggle every year to make 
our lease payment and try to balance our expenses with our 
income.  An incessant diminishing membership aggravates this 
fine balance.  Where are we going to be in 5, 10 or 15 years 
from now?  Whenever I am driving or hiking in an open area I 
am always visually surveying the area and asking myself 
whether that area would make a good flying site.  Despite the 
vastly developed areas of the peninsula, there are still empty 
places left that are suitable for us.  We must keep searching. 
We need to look for alternatives, life-long leases, arrangement 
with local parks, etc.  What are the implications for land 
donated to the club?  Does our non-profit status make us liable 
for any property tax?  Could we afford taxes on donated land? 
We need to look at any proposal no matter what outrageous or 
bizarre it might sound.  As most of you might already be 
thinking, in this area it might sound like an impossible idea. 
But it could happen, doesn’t it?  That little chance, that 1%, 
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that wild delusion is what I want to plant in your mind.  From 
time to time I hear about people donating land to other non-
profit organizations.  We need to work with the communities 
where we fly, to create after school projects and to let 
everyone know who we are, what we do and what our needs 
are.  We need to sell ourselves to them and show them we are 
an asset to their communities just like any other skate park, 
basketball or tennis court, hiking, biking trail, etc.  We have to 
dream a vision; let that vision be our own field.  The less you 
hope for our own field the odd and outrageous this idea will 
be.  Remember that man once thought that nothing heavier 
than air could fly but it did.  Our own field could happen too.  I 
hope I have stirred your imagination regarding this topic. 
Please, let me hear your comments, in favor or against it. 
   As always, I look forward to meet you all at the meeting and 
at the field. 
 
“Coming out…”  
 
Marco 
 
Minutes  -  September 20, 2006 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling 
 
   Good grief, Charley Brown, it's that time again - already.  
Seems like only yesterday that the Sec. was writing the 
minutes for the August meeting.  Before we know it the 
November minutes will be due and we get the Turkey.  Soon 
after that comes the December meeting and Sandy Claws.  And 
then 2007 will be right around the corner.  Did you ever see 
time pass so fast ???  We must be having really good times. 
   So much for that--now on to the real stuff.  Pres. Marco 
Pinto called the Sept. 2006 meeting to order at 7:50 P.M.  Our 
V.P. Oliver Salles was not present. Several guests were 
present; Craig Garret, Pete Johnson, Greg (?), and Bruce 
Crawford.  
   Hope all names are spelled correctly and sorry, Greg, that 
the Sec. didn't catch your last name.  All expressed interest in 
joining PCC.  That's the way to go, guys !!! 
   The minutes of the August meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter.  Substitute RaffleMasters Jake 
Chichilitti and Ken Martinez displayed the Raffle prizes.  
The main one being a Goldberg electric Chipmunk ARF and 
there was an assortment of glues and a bottle of Monokote 
polish. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  The committee of one chairman Ellsworth 
Crowell gave this golden report.  Things financial are in good 
shape.   
 
SAFETY:  Wally Cain did not have any specific problem to 
report but did want to bring up a possible hazard concerning 
flying gliders.  The best place for getting lift appears to be 

when flying over the bluff north of the runway.  However, this 
puts the glider pilots facing north with their backs to the 
runway and unable to see any power plane coming toward 
them.  If the plane has a problem and is not able get up in the 
air it could head right at the glider pilot. 
     One possible fix would be to have a portable safety net to 
stand behind.  Another would be to have a spotter.  One spotter 
per person or group.  This will be looked into and reported on 
later. 
     Jim Reimholz told of an accident at another club involving 
an electric plane.  A flyer had an electric P-38 with Speed 400 
motors.  He picked up the plane by the front and reached for 
his Tx.  The motors suddenly went to full power.  He had to be 
taken to the hospital and had 21 stitches in his hand. 
     Jim suggests that an arming switch of some sort be put in 
the battery leads and only be turned on when the plane is ready 
to take off.  Unlike glow motors which will stop when the prop 
encounters an obstacle, electric motors do not.  Even the little 
motors are dangerous.  The small size can fool one into 
thinking they are not.  As the cost of bigger motors , ESCs, and 
batteries comes down the use of bigger planes will be more 
common and the possibility of accidents will rise.  This 
situation will be considered for future safety requirements. 
 
FIELD:  Marco reports that the grass is not growing.  The 
area west of the runway will soon get graded for the additional 
astroturf to make it wider. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Bill ? was voted in as a Full member. The 
Sec. made a  big BooBoo in not getting his last name.  A big 
apology is due Bill and this will be corrected next month. 
 
CONTESTS:  Jake Chichilitti, Dave Santana, and Ken 
Martinez traveled to EBRC last month to enter a combat 
contest.  A total of 9 fliers entered.  Jake took 1st, Dave got 
4th, and Ken came in 6th.  Congrats, guys. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Marco reported that a lot of people 
attended the Annual PCC  picnic and a great time was had by 
all. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Marco said the Alameda Hornet 
Squadron was having a show Oct. 7 and PCC was invited to 
participate. 
The Annual PCC auction will be held at the Oct. meeting.  The 
format is up in the air as of this meeting night.  The Pres. will 
detail it in his column. 
     Marco wants members to show others how they do things.  
If you have a particular skill call Marco to volunteer.  Don't be 
shy !!!!! 
     Mark Klass told of the actions of the HMB city council to 
shut down PAM.  He would like to get permission to store 
their shed by the PCC shed.  This will be taken up with our 
landlord. 
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D.O.M. & S.A.D.: None reported this month. 
 
HITS & MISSES:  Ken Martinez reported that Home Depot 
has a Tyvec tape that works great to make repairs to combat 
wings.  Probably also be good for hinging. 
 
SHOW & TELL:  Kirk Phaling showed a Park BEC for use 
in electric planes.  The usual ESC does not allow more than 4 
small servos because of heat dissipation problems.  A separate 
BEC is needed for more servos.  The one Kirk had will allow 
six servos.  Other mfgs. have them for higher current 
requirements.  Another item was a small device called a 
ServoSense Plus to be put in the power line of a BEC to find 
out how much current is being drawn by the servos to see if a 
separate BEC is required.  The SSP will show the average 
current and the max current being drawn.  The Park BEC is 
$17 and the SSP was $15. Both are available from BP 
Hobbies.  
     Ray Squires had a small electric profile 3D plane from 
Hobby Lobby.  Has an E-400 outrunner for power and flies 
great after he took out some nose weight. 
     Wall Cain had a new Great Planes Mark Chapman Cap 
232 ARF.  It has a beautiful color scheme.  He is using a Saito 
65 for power but not flown as yet. 
     Ed Bussing showed his new World Models T-35 Mentor.  
He broke his first T-34 and had to have another because they 
fly so great.  He has an OS 52 4-stroke.  Ed also added a bf109 
camouflage type paint scheme on top of the covering.  Not yet 
flown. 
     Mark Klass had a nice looking 2 meter hotliner.  Mainly 
carbon fiber.  Not flown.  
     Ken Martinez showed an Anabat glider which a friend had 
found and given to him.  Was not finished yet. 
     Eric Einarsson had a router from Dremel.  Says it's great 
but too expensive at $180. He also had his rebuilt Paragon 
wing.  The Paragon had crashed. 
     Someone had a great looking Super Dimona electric ARF 
model of the full-scale HK 36 Super Dimona motorglider 
made in Austria and Canada.  It has a 2 piece, 2 meter wing.  
Flies like a sailplane. 
     Frank Phelps had a not quite finished plane he bought at a 
flea market.  Looks like a Corsair.  Lot of work to be done on 
it.  He'll make it electric. 
   Brian Burgess won a Wattage Live Wire electric at the PCC 
raffle awhile back and has assembled it . Looked great-not 
flown yet. 
     Brian Chan had a huge scale model of a Wilga.  One-
quarter scale.  It'll be electric powered and used to tow gliders.  
110 inch span and about 4000 watts input with a 28 x 20 prop.  
Motor draws 100 amps at 50 volts.  Whew. 
     Another person had a scale model of a Bristol Blenheim. 
from an old BalsaCraft kit.  No longer made.  It's a twin and 
uses Speed 600 motors in parallel with 9 x 6 props.  Weighs 
about 4 1/2 lbs and looks great. 
     Jake Chichilitti is building a Waco aerotow glider like 

used in WWII.  Had the fuse and will have 90 in. plug-in 
wings.  Jake is scratch building it fro M.A. plans. Great job, 
Jake. 
 
     The meeting adjourned at 9:35 P.M. and was followed by 
the Raffle.  Jake had decided to use the John Bassetto method 
of determining who gets what.  He wrote the name of a prize 
on paper and put it in an envelope.  When a number is drawn 
that person then picks an envelope to see what prize he gets.  
Kirk Phaling had the first number called.  The envelope he 
picked had the Chipmunk name on the paper.   Lucky Him !!!  
The next day he took it back to J & M and traded it for an E-
Flite Mini-Funtana.  Others won the other items. 
 
Kirk 
 
Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
 
   Hey, that was a really nice picnic.  The gods of Half Moon 
Bay blessed us and gave us perfect weather for a picnic.  Blue 
skies, light winds, pleasant temperature, good company.  Just 
perfect.   
   There was a great turn out.  The cold pit area was packed 
with airplanes... and big birds too.  More big birds and little 
electric birds.  Seems like we’re going in both directions.  
Good thing we enlarged the cold pit area and made the new 
work tables.  The food was great.  Burgers and hotdogs with 
potato salad, cookies, chips, oranges... you name it, it was 
there.  
   Then we had excitement too.  Grant made a rare appearance 
with his repaired Yak.  That little bump it had on its first 
landing attempt months ago did a lot of structural damage.  
Marco helped with the repairs and the plane looked almost 
brand new.  On the first flight, Grant had a hard time landing 
the plane.  I took over and to my horror, I discovered that 
every now and then, the plane wouldn’t respond.  I really 
didn’t want to be flying this plane when it crashed.  But 
luckily, even with the intermittent loss of control, I was able to 
land the plane.  Upon examination we found that the receiver 
was bad.  Maybe damaged from a previous crash.  Grant 
switched receivers and was able to take a second flight.  Ken 
couldn’t get the idle down low enough so the plane ran off the 
end of the runway breaking the prop.  Whew!  There was a lot 
more happening as the pictures below will show. 
   Thank you  Marco and Enrique for making the picnic a 
success!!! 
   We will be having our flea market at our next meeting.  So 
bring your old stuff and your check book or cash to pick up 
some bargains.  
   Brian Chan, who’s a whiz at electrics, will hopefully give 
detailed instructions on how to make a “dead man’s” switch 
for electrics in upcoming newsletters.   
 
Paul 
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Upcoming Events 
 
  October 
 

18 Club Meeting & FLEA  MARKET!!! 
        7:30PM, Millbrae Library 

     28   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  November 
 
     15   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library,  
             nominations for new club officers 
     25   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  December 
 
     20  Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library -  
            Election of Officers and "Member of the Year" 
     30   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
 

               Don't miss the  
           FLEA MARKET!!     
               Oct. 18, 2005      
 
 
Pictures  
 
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org
 

 
It was a beautiful day for a picnic.  Blue skies, light winds! 

 
Grant and his crew excited about the flight. 

 
Grant, Roberto and Phil trying to figure out why the control 
was intermittent.  Bad receiver was the problem. 

 
Mike getting Andrew’s airplane ready while Andrew talked 
‘war stories’ with his friend. 
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Guys enjoying the show the other flyers were putting on. 
 

 
There was even some flight instructions going on. 
 

 
Here, some really technical stuff was being discussed. 
 

 
Bill answering questions that visitors were asking about his 
electric airplanes. 

 
Lunch time and everybody was busy eating and chatting.   
 

 
I wonder who that single hot dog is for, Ellsworth? 
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More serious eating and conversing. 
 

 
Second flight after the receiver switch. 
 

 
Eric taking Ramzi on a training flight. 
 

 
An Edge aborts a landing attempt.  Nice shot! 
 

 
More serious technical conversation. 
 

 
Kirk showing Albert his fleet of small electric airplanes. 
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Here’s a close up of one of Kirk’s tiny Cox airplanes.  
Amazing thing flies. 

Albert’s twin engine Bronco.  Nice flyer. 
 

  And look who dropped by!  Our old (rather past) president, 
Paul Klahn.  Hi Paul! 

Jakes scale war bird coming in for a landing.  Nose up, speed 
down.  Perfect!! 

  
Isn’t this a sweet scene?   Bill Kuhse’s brand new Ultra Stick Electric.  Nice!! 
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Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  October 18, 2006 
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