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Reminder to All Members: 
 

Do not approach our landlord! 
 
As with most clubs, contact with the landlord is usually 
made by the officers or by some designated individual.  
We have a hundred members and you can just imagine 
how much time the landlord would have to spend if 
every member wanted to have contact with him.  He 
would be swamped  So, to minimize the burden on our 
landlord, please consult our president and he will 
contact our landlord if he deems it necessary.  It’s our 
club’s policy!  We want to keep him happy.  Very 
Happy! 
 
Minutes  -  May 16, 2007 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling 
 
   President Marco Pinto called the May, 2007 PCC meeting 
to order at 7:40 P.M.  
Doesn't the time fly by? Seems like only yesterday that it was 
Jan. 1, 2007 and now the year is almost half gone.  We must be 
having lotsa fun!!! 
   Had at goodly attendance at the meeting.  The minutes of the 
previous meeting were approved as published in the 
newsletter.  
   There was no Raffle at the meeting. Instead an auction of 
planes donated to the club by Yukio Yamamoto was held.  All 
proceeds were for the PCC treasury. 
     Many THANKS to Yukio.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  As usual this report was given by Ellsworth 
Crowell. 
 
SAFETY:  Ken Martinez said all seems to be in order.  Keep 
it up. 
 
FIELD:  The recent work party went very well.  The field is in 
good shape and ready for another year of activity.  
   The west side of the runway is ready to be bladed to add the 
additional astroturf.  Mr. Deeney will be doing that but the 
date had not been set as of meeting night. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Jose Quinteiro was voted in as a FULL 
member.  Congrats to Jose. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Marco noted that there will be no more 
full size helicopter landings at the field because the AMA 
insurance does not cover that type of activity. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: A Fun-Fly will be held July 22 and the 
Annual PCC Picnic will be August 19. 
   Pres. Marco put forth a suggestion that an electric RC car 
track be prepared at the field.  The idea being that it might 
stimulate interest in membership and lead to more RC fliers.  
Pros and cons were discussed.  Ten members present 
expressed interest.  There will be further discussion at future 
meetings.  
   Marco also noted that the Egg Drop cradle design 
presentation will be held at the June 20 meeting and a demo 
will be held at the field the following Sunday. 
   Alonzo Richardson noted that a 911 cal on a cell phone will 
result in a lot of delay for emergency service because of all the 
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run around one gets.  It is best to call 650-364-1313.  That 
number is good for all of San Mateo County. It goes straight to 
the Emergency Service Center. 
   Dennis Lowry offered to make a sign for the field with 
important phone numbers 
and instructions. 
 
D.O.M.  Jake Chichilitti did not get this award but it was 
reported that he left two parts for his glider at home when he 
went to a recent soaring meet. 
 
S.A.D. None awarded 
 
SHOW & TELL:  Ed Bussing got a partly built RCM plans 
Miss Bikini at a swap meet.  He finished it and installed an OS 
.30 4-stroke for power.  Not flown as of meeting night.  A 
good looking plane. 
   Didn't get the name, but he had an electric DC3  ARF from 
Polk Hobbies.  Comes with two 600 size motors.  Weighs 6 
lbs. and was not flown as of meeting night.  He had Kelly 
Graphics make up graphics from a picture he sent them.  He 
was pleased with the graphics and the price. 
   Matt Abrams had a GWS P 38 ARF electric.  It comes with 
brushed motors but used brushless  motors and ESCs with li-
po batts.  Weighs 2 3/4 lbs. and flies good but doesn't glide 
worth a darn.  
   Dennis Lowry showed a Top Flite Spitfire with Saito .91, 
retracts, flaps, etc.  It was noted finished but looked good so 
far. 
   Ken Martinez has finished his collection of parts from 
various kits.  Weighs 4 1/4 lbs. and uses an Irvine .25 for 
power. Looked great. 
 
   The meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M. and was followed by the 
auction.  John Bassetto was the auctioneer. 
      Mike Peck bought the Fokker D7. 
      The Jemco Douglas TBM was taken by Ken Martinez. 
      Neil Leopold purchased the AeroStar trainer. 
      Steve ? bought the Goldberg Skylane. 
      A "Fledgling" was bought REAL cheap by someone. 
      Someone donated a little Heli XR1 ARF . bIt was bought 
by Andrew Sweeney 
      John Bassetto got the Sterling Stearman kit. 
 
    A great time was had by all and PCC made  nice bit of 
money 
 
Kirk 
 
Electric Flying 
                                                                                 Brian Chan 
   Within the brushed and brushless ESC family, there are three 
subsets within each group. There are the one with BEC 
(Battery Eliminating Circuits) and without, and the one with 
optical isolation (only available with the non-BEC equip ESC). 

   The optical isolated ESC utilized a LED (Light Emitting 
Diode) to transfer the radio signal to the ESC through pulsing 
light, no physical wire path to transfer electrical noise 
(interference) from the motor system back to the radio system. 
   What is BEC? It is a special circuit in the ESC to regulate the 
input voltage from the motor battery down to voltage that the 
receiver and servos needs, thus eliminated the battery that 
supply the power to the receiver and servos. There are 
advantages and disadvantages of this "free" service. 
Advantage: no receiver battery pack needed in the plane, the 
plane is lighter, and no battery to forget to charge. This is 
somewhat essential for the smaller planes that do not have 
room for a battery. Disadvantage: Radio equipment share and 
same ground path as the motor, motor noise (electrical 
interference) can affect the radio performance. Single source of 
power, if something went wrong in the motor power system 
(specially the high power systems), no power is divert to 
power the radio system, thus total lost of control of the 
airplanes. With a separate battery to power the radio system, 
you will have control of the planes if the motor power system 
failed. 
   I have used both the BEC and non-BEC versions of the ESC. 
Generally on the high power system, I would use a separate 
receiver battery.   
   The newest feature (fad?) on the ESC is programmable 
parameter. This will enable you to program the ESC to suit the 
motor and battery.  This is a very nice feature if you are using 
the Lipo (Lithium Polymer) batteries. The ESC can be 
programmed to shut down the motor when the predetermined 
cutoff voltage is reached. It will not over discharge the Lipo 
battery. Other parameter includes programmable motor timing, 
braking option, starting option. Not all ESC have all these 
features, you have to learn more about the ESC you are buying 
to see if that is what you needed. Some of them are 
programmed via a computer and some has special program 
boxes to program the ESC. The nice thing about the one that 
program via the computer is you can download the latest 
upgrade from the manufacturers. 
   The ESC can be priced from ridiculously inexpensive to 
ridiculously expensive. There are reasons behind the pricing. 
So "buyers beware" is the best I can offer when purchasing the 
correct ESC. Certain named brands well known, some are 
known for their good services. To me, a good service is worth 
something. 
   More power setup articles to be follow. If you have any 
particular question regarding the electric power set up, feel 
free to drop me a question or two to eajbrian@gmail.com or 
ask me at the meetings. I am not the best knowledgeable 
person but I will find an answer for you. 
 
Brian, an Electric Airplane Junkie.
 
Put your name and phone number on your 
transmitter in case you forget it at the field.   
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Upcoming Events 
 
  June 
     20   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     24   Egg Drop Demo At Field 
     30   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  July 
     18   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     22   Fun Fly 
     28   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
  August 
     15   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     19…Club Picnic 
     25   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
 
Name Badges are required when flying at 
the field! 
 
Take all your trash home with you when 
you leave! 
 
Editor’s Note:  Many thanks to Pete 
Johnson, Bill Kuhse, Jim Park, Matt 
Abrams, Mickey Darata Brian Chan and 
everybody else for sharing their pictures 
with us all. 
 
Pictures  
You can view these in color and videos at    www.flypcc.org

 

 
    Brian readies his Multiplex AcroMaster.  Light all foam 
    Airplane   Even the wheels are made of foam plastic. 

 

 
Here’s Brian’s AcroMaster taxiing to the runway.  
Unlimited verticals!!!  Floats like a feather. 
 

 
Mickey’s been working on his secret egg dropping  
device.  Here he’s checking its operation 
 
 

 
A close up of Mickey’s invention.  This is top secret stuff 
here! 
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A crowd draws around Bill’s flying ‘stuff’.  He’s got a  
lot of stuff. 
 

 
Mike Klass’ Funtana 40 lines up for the runway. 
 

 
Mike show some spectators how it’s done.  Mike finally  
got back from traveling the world. 

 
Mike, Jim and Charlie seem to have found something of  
interest.  Can’t remember what it was.  Too bad! 

 
Bruce finally broke down and got himself an aerobatic 
foamie.  Now we’re expecting a lot from him!!! 
 

 
Bruce’s foamie on a slight dive.  The back ground is so 
white. 
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Pete with another little airplane!  These electrics are 
getting so amazing.  Where is it all leading to? 
 

    
   Rob poses appropriately with his new red-hot 3D foamy   
   biplane. 

    
   Rob Barbutti's electric twin ducted fan  jet.  Very realistic  
   looking model.  Amazingly good flyer too.  Check out our  
   website and see and hear a video of this jet flying.    
   Interesting! 

      
    Jim Park puts his electric plane into a left bank.  Zooom! 
     ( quietly! ) 
 
 

     
   Tim Boyle slowly advances the throttle on his P51.  A few    
   months ago, he was afraid to fly a P51.  But just look at   
   him now.  He doesn’t need anybody’s help.  Right on, Tim! 
 
 

      
     Tim’s P51 breaks ground, ready to retract the landing  
     gear.  Most flyers started off wanting a P51.  ARF’s today   
     make it possible. 
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Here’s the proof in the pudding.  Tim brought the P51  
back with no damage at all. 
 
 

  
 No, Mike isn’t sun burnt.  That’s the red reflecting off of  
 his Extra.  He’s getting used to this airplane.  Should be a   
 performer once he gets his strong engine back from shop. 

  
 Oliver with two of his young friends watching intently as  
 he shows them how it’s done.  I think the r/c bug bit them! 
 

    
   They can’t take their eyes off of the airplane.  Guess we’ll  
   be seeing them as members in a few years.  Who said kids  
   aren’t interested in r/c??? 

    
   These two little guys look like they WILL get into r/c flying   
   when they get older.  Here one is on a buddy box. 

    
   Guys watching Milton as he flies his Stryker.  Go to our  
   website and view a video of Milton flying his Stryker. 
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   Pete Johnson did a spread on Jake’s garage.  Jake’s a    Milton Trigonis was going to fly his Curare.  It was once a   
   prolific builder.  Check out our website for many pics.  very competitive pattern plane.  The tops, in fact. 
  

      
  Jake’s garage’s ceiling is covered with airplanes.   Guys trying to talk Milton into flying it but programming  
  the radio would’ve taken too long.  Next week!!  Milton’s  
   an ex-pattern flyer so it will be interesting. 

      
   Jim proudly displaying his latest airplane, a Fliton Extra   
   330.    

 Bill explaining the evils of crashing to he electric Ultra  
 Stick as part of his pre-flight. 
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