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   December  2007 Next Meeting: December 19 , 2007  AMA Chartered Club # 139 

           

Visit:       www.flypcc.org
 

President Marco Pinto 650-952-6379 marco.pinto@varian.com 
Vice President Olivier Salles 650-375-1960  
Secretary Kirk Phaling 650-345-0685 kwphaling@sbcglobal.net 
Treasurer &   Membership Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
Webmaster Pete Johnson 408-298-5738 petej@petej.com 
Editor Paul Lum 650-508-8544 ppplum@yahoo.com 
Field Phone  650-726-1452  

 

Election Time! Attend the next meeting and vote 
for your new club officers. 
 

Banquet Time Again!  It’ll be held on 
January 19, 2008 at Harry’s Hoffbrau.  Be there and enjoy the 
food and fellowship.   
   Also, if you would like to donate anything for the door 
prizes, please contact any officer.  Your help will be greatly  
appreciated. 
 
President’s Column 
                                Marco Pinto 
 
     I want to wish you and your families a very happy holiday 
season for your love ones.  
     In the upcoming meeting, we will hold the elections for 
officers for 2008. This is a very important meeting. You, as a 
PCC member armed with your vote, will decide who the next 
year officials will be. I plead you to take an active roll in this 
great event. Our organization is very small, your vote is 
valuable and it really counts. Please come to the December 
19th meeting and cast your vote. PCC is your club; it deserves 
your presence at least in this one meeting. Your president 
asked several members to accept nominations and run for 
officers for next year. Unfortunately, good members tend to be 
very shy. So, I accepted the nomination to run for office again.  
     However, with the coercion and persuasion of all the 
members present at the meeting, Jake Chichilliti and Kenny 
Martinez accepted nominations for President and Vice-
President respectively. There have been some changes to the 

nominations after the meeting. Please, take note of this as it 
will show different in the newsletter New Business section.  
     The revised nominations are as follow: Kenny will be 
running for President and Jake for Vice-President as per their 
request.  I would like to withdraw my nomination of running 
for president herein. I had the privilege to lead the club in the 
past two years; I want to give PCC and its members the 
opportunity of new leaders. I am certain that Kenny will do a 
great job. The position for newsletter is also opening. Paul 
Lum has done a fantastic job but he has expressed to me that 
he is ready to let somebody else get in the driver seat and 
become the newsletter editor. He will be happy to train and 
help the new comer in assuming this position. For the rest of 
the nominations, please see the New Business section of this 
issue. 
     As this is my last column, your president would like to take 
the opportunity to thank all current officers of the club and 
members of the executive board for all the support received 
and the opportunity given to represent PCC. Without members 
like Dennis Lowry, Ken Martinez, Paul Lum, Ellsworth 
Crowell, Pete Johnson, Greg Heumann (even though not a 
current PCC member) and many others PCC will not be what it 
is today.  
     As president of PCC there were many lessons learned 
throughout the two years in service to our organization. The 
most important of them was to learn that our club owes its 
existence to the effort and hard work of some of our fellow 
members. Whether it is that red or blue bench, the cold or hot 
pit table, the fences, locks in our gates or impound boxes, the 
newsletter we receive, the coffee and donuts at our meetings, 
prizes for our raffles or even the ground over which we fly our 
airplanes, they are there because a fellow member dedicated 
some of his time and effort and or provided extra monetary 
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support in the form of a monetary donations. Every thing you 
find at our field is the fruit of someone’s decision to volunteer 
and without selfishness they gave some of their time and labor.  
     From our facilities in Half Moon Bay to the Monthly 
meetings in Millbrae, the newsletters and our web page all 
those and many others required the attention of a fellow 
member to step forward and get it done. Some simple tasks can 
be done by a single member while others require a bigger 
crowd, an organized effort with as many members that can be 
assembled and bring together. Some errands take a few 
minutes while others may take one or two days or even a 
couple of weekends to accomplish. We all have many and 
diverse ideas about how thing should be done or “better ways” 
of doing it. The important thing to keep in mind is that what 
gives PCC its life is us, the membership. We need to remind 
ourselves that volunteering to do things at our club is what will 
keep it going. Support the elected officers, show up at work 
parties, participate in organized events and extra monetary 
donations to your club are very important. Help a little or help 
a lot, it is all important no matter how small you think your 
contribution is. Brick by brick are great walls and buildings 
constructed.  
     Our association is for much more than just a group of 
people flying model airplanes. PCC is an organization that 
provides a social environment for its members to share their 
passion and interest in the construction and flying of miniature 
airplanes with other people with same interest. PCC fosters 
friendship and a community of people with aviation interest. 
We love those miniature flying machines. Artifacts built with 
our hands that move thru the air and defy gravity. Watching 
that thing you spend countless hours at night building and 
putting together fly thru the air fires a passion. That passion 
was the spark that set the fire that ignited the birth of PCC. 
People from other clubs, some bigger and other smaller than 
PCC, make the very same comment after visiting our field one 
or several times “PCC is the most friendly and nicer club –
people wise- they have seeing or visited.” It is the way we 
conduct, treat and relate to each other. PCC means miniature 
Aviation and Friends. They both go together. Let those 
friendships grow without reservation. We should be prompt to 
take care of these merging and blooming friendships which 
overtime can turn into very strong family-like bonds. PCC 
members are the people what we have chosen as friends. 
Distinguish and appreciate the beauty of that friendship and 
enjoy it fully. PCC is the birthplace for that, cherish it. Attend 
the monthly meetings, participate in our events, make new 
friends and groom existing ones, care and visit those that are 
not able to attend the meetings or flying field for health 
conditions, their thoughts are with us. We, as part of PCC, are 
an extended family.  
     Your president urges you to be part of PCC by participating 
and volunteering, take part in events which only purpose is to 
make PCC a better club for you, and you and all of us. My 
mission was to show you how important to volunteer your time 
and effort is to PCC. I hope I succeeded. 

     Let’s welcome the new officers. Please, support them as 
you have supported me. Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to serve you all and PCC. 
     Happy Holiday and best wishes for you and your families 
from the bottom of my heart. 
I look forward to see you at the field and at the meetings. 
 
Coming out… 
 
Marco 
 
Minutes  -  November 21, 2007 
                                                                             Kirk Phaling 
     Once again the Sec. was unable to attend the PCC meeting 
and once again Mike Nadler was called upon to sit in as Sec. 
and again did a great job.  Thanks, Mike.o 
 
MINUTES 
 
     The meeting was called to order by Pres. Marco Pinto at 
7:35 P.M.  There were two guests present. Ken Lee and 
former member Paul Klahn.  RaffleMaster Jake Chichilitti 
introduced the members to the Raffle prizes.  The main prize 
was a Tango 40 ARF. In addition to the usual assortment of 
glue, there was a field box and several airplane type books 
donated by various members.  The minutes of the October 
meeting were approved as published in the newsletter. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER:  Ellsworth Crowell presented this info. All 
appears to be in order. 
 
SAFETY:  Ken Martinez wants every member to NOT fly 
alone.  This is for your safety in case of an accident. 
 
FIELD:  This report was by Marco Pinto but no details are 
available.  I suppose the field is still there. (have not heard any 
reports of that part of the coast falling off into the Pacific). 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Voted in was former member Brian Kiel 
and Franklin Yee and Andrew Coxor. Congrats to all. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Wally Cain is in the Peninsula Hospital---
probably with a heart problem.  We all wish him the best.    
 
     It was noted that the wind indicator is in need of repair. 
Also some of the pins in the impound box need replacing. 
Dennis Fuentes spoke of some problems being encountered 
with the new 2.4 Ghz radios. Details are not available. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: This was the meeting to nominate 
members for officers for 2008.  They were: Pres.-  Marco 
Pinto and Ken Martinez;  V .P.- Jake Chichilitti and Oliver 
Salles; Sec. - Kirk Phaling; Newsletter Editor; Paul Lum; 
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WebMaster; Pete Johnson.  There is no info as to who was 
nominated for Treasurer but I'm sure it is Ellsworth Crowell--
-who else could it possibly be???? The nominations then 
closed but others can be nominated at the December meeting.  
After that the voting will be held. 
 
S.A.D. & D.O.M.---None. 
 
HITS & MISSES:  Ken Martinez noted that loose servo 
trays have been found in various ARFs.  Which brands are the 
culprits was not noted but every ARF should be inspected for 
defects.  Just because it looks pretty does not mean it is 
properly assembled. 
 
SHOW & TELL:  
     Randy Paul - Porterfield Collegiate 
     Ray Squires - E-Flite Ultimate Bipe 
     Ken Martinez - G.P. Trainer with a glider release on top of 
the fuse. 
     Tim Boyle - Top Flite P-47 with airbrushed paint-lots of 
detail- and very accurate 
     Mike Peck - Hangar 9 Funtana X,  120 size, with 20 cc 
engine 
     John Bassetto - Slope glider built from plans of the 
"Rocket Plane" 
     Eric Einarsson - Own design flying wing 
     Jake Chichilitti - Playboy, a 1946  "Old Time"  Texaco 
     Mike Nadler - Own design electric combat plane and 1/6 
scale Birddog 
 
     The meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M. and was followed by 
the Raffle.  Winners were: John Bassetto - Tango 40 ARF; 
Mike Peck and Paul Klahn - Glue; Ken Martinez - Field 
box; Harry Smith, David O'donnell, and Paul Klahn - 
books. 
 
Kirk 
 
Treasurer’s Column 
                      Ellsworth Crowell 
   Fellow members:  "Attention".  When you receive your 2008 
AMA membership card mail me a copy along with your 
annual P.C.C. dues payment check of $65.00 made out to 
P.C.C. 
 
   Mail to:    Mr. Ellsworth Crowell 
                    424 Oxford Way 
                    Belmont, CA 94002-2752 
 
   As a reminder to late paying members, on Jan. 1, the dues go 
up to $75.00, on February 1, the dues go up to $85.00.  Don't 
get caught paying a penalty.  Pay Now! 
   Please attach your 2008 year bar to your name badges and 
wear it at the field.  As of Jan. 1, 2008 we want to know the 
members who have their AMA and have paid their 2008 dues. 

   Don't forget the P.C.C. annual banquet on Jan. 19, 2008 at 
Harry's Hofbrau in Redwood City.  Twenty-five dollars a plate 
for all kinds of food.  Many prizes and good times to be had. 
   Be there, Don't be square!! 
 
P.S.  We are due for some great flying at the field this winter.  
You know, sunshine, no wind and warm.  I hope you are ready 
for it. 
 
Ellsworth 
 
 
Editor’s Column 
                                                                                 Paul Lum 
    Thanks again to the anonymous photographers who posted 
their pictures on our website.  When you do post your pictures, 
try to get them to the 640 x 480 size.  Also remember that 
when you reduce the size of a picture that you will probably 
have to ‘sharpen’ them a bit.  You can get a free software 
called Irfanview at www.irfanview.com.  It is an amazingly 
handy software to have if you’re going to fool with pictures.  
Don’t forget to install the ‘plug-ins’ too. 
     Our wind speed indicator on our weather machines is not 
working properly.  It’ll say the wind speed is zero when it 
might be 12 m.p.h.  Until it’s fixed, bring along your favorite 
high wind airplane…just in case.  Look at it this way,  the 
machine is correct when there is no wind at the field.  Maybe it 
should be disconnected until it’s fixed.  No info is better than 
wrong info.  Well, it might make you feel good when you’re 
driving to the field.  It’s the disappointment when you get there 
that’ll get you!!! 
     Anyway, have a happy and safe Holiday Season.  
 
Paul 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
  December 
     19  Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library -  
            Election of Officers and "Member of the Year" 
 
  January 2008 
     16   Club Meeting, 7:30PM, Millbrae Library 
     19   Annual Banquet at Harry's Hofbrau in  
              Redwood City. 
     26   Float Plane Fly @ Lake Hennessey* 
  
* = Contact Jake Chichilitti for more information. 
 
Pictures  
You can view these in color at    www.flypcc.org
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  It was cold and windy so everybody huddled next to Ken's  
  van hoping that the wind would die down. It didn't! 

   
  Brian straggles in as the guys rib him. There no more room. 
 

   
  The Late Comers!!! Sorry guys! The late comers don't get a    
  seat.  

    
   Our weather machine isn’t working so Martin volunteered  
   to have a look. At $3.30 a gallon for gas, it ain't funny. 

    
   Martin examines the inside of the 'black box'.  No obvious   
   loose wires.  Can’t do anything.  Shucks!! 

    
   It's been very windy and the mesh on the fence had come  
   loose. Ken and Jake tied the mesh back to the fence. 
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  Jake inspecting the repairs made while Ken waits for  
  approval.  

   
  Frank wanted to practice for his solo certificate but it was  
  just too windy.  

   
  Jake & Ken discuss whether they should fly because it was  
  so windy.  

    
   Ken carries Jake.s plane to the launch area while Jake yells  
   out final instructions. 

    
   Ken launches the combat plane into the strong wind while  
   Jake concentrates on flying the plane. 

     
   Splatt ! !   A split second after take off, a gust of wind  
   caught the plane and smacked it into the runway. 
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  Jake inspects the plane and found only minimal damage.  
  Ken thinking, "This thing could've taken my head off." 

   
  The wind was so strong that Albert turned away from his  
  plane in order to make sure his hat was on tight.  

   
  When Albert turned back to look at his airplane, the wind  
  had blown the plane backwards several feet.  

    
   Final (Windy) Approach Albert tries for a landing, fighting   
   to keep the plane from getting smashed onto the runway. 

    
   Almost There   Closer and closer to touch down. 
 

    
   Touch Down  Albert making a 'yeah!' after getting his  
   plane down with any damage. 25 
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   Mono Coupe Brian Kyle's Kangke Clipped wing  
   Monocoupe. Required much nose weight to get it balanced.    Albert walks away happy knowing that he had two 
   Brian also practiced many dead stick landings that day.   successful flight in really bad conditions.  

       
  Eric shown here getting his glider ready for a flying     Bob's Robinhood touches down.  He really likes its big size   
  session.  He had flown this glider the day before.     and economical Zenoah G23. 

   

    
  Bill with depleted battery   It almost looks like Bill had  
  pulled a dead rat out of his plane by the tail! 
    Bob taking his plane into the pit area after a very successful    

   flight. I think he really likes the Robin Hood with a gasoline   
   powered engine. 
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      Happy Holidays! 
                          from PCC 
 

       Don’t forget to vote at the next   
                   meeting. 
 
 

 Also, if you would like to donate anything for the door prizes,   
     please contact any officer.  Your help will be greatly        
                                         appreciated. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:   Wednesday,  December 19, 2007 
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