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   January  2008 Next Meeting: January 16, 2008 AMA Chartered Club # 139

Visit: http://flypcc.org/

President Ken Martinez 415-821-3682 a415flyboy@sbcglobal.net

Vice President Jake Chichilitti 650-595-8105 Jake.Chichilitti@dhl.com

Secretary Kirk Phaling 650-345-0685 kwphaling@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer & Membership Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851

Editor & Webmaster Pete Johnson 408-298-5738 petej@petej.com

Field Phone 650-726-1452

Banquet Time! It’ll be held on January 19, 2008 at

Harry’s Hofbrau. Be there and enjoy the food and fellowship.

Also, if you would like to donate anything for the door prizes,
please contact any officer. Your help will be greatly
appreciated.

New Transmitter Tags. If you’re flying 2.4GHz

equipment, take a look inside the transmitter impound area
next time you’re at the field.

You’ll find a set of 2.4GHz transmitter tags.

Clip one of these to your antenna before you turn on your
transmitter to indicate your frequency.

As you know, 2.4GHz radio control equipment automatically
allocates channels so there’s no chance of interference or
shoot-downs, but you should show everyone else that you’re
not on the 72MHz band.

(Hopefully, Bruce Crawford and I won’t walk off with these
when we’re done flying.)

Everyone on the flight line should show a transmitter tag,
whatever your frequency.

FROM THE FLIGHT DECK
Jake Chichilitti

Happy New Year Everyone! I hope you’ve received all your
modeling goodies from Santa Claus. I look forward to seeing
some new planes and equipment at the field this month. I’ll

have to be satisfied with repairing the same old models for
awhile.

The flying at the field has been very good lately. We had a
couple of windy weekends that made power flying a challenge
for most of us except Albert who has mastered the wind with
his own design electric models. It was a very impressive
display of flying with gusts of at least 20 mph.

I had a bit of bad luck with my Top Flight P-47 last month.
The engine flamed out and I had to land off the runway with
damage to the landing gear and a nasty crack in the fuselage
just under the stabilizer. It is repairable and will fly again once
I figure out why the engine quit running.

Our holiday dinner at Harry’s Hofbrau in Redwood City is
scheduled for Saturday evening 1/19/08 at 7:00 PM. We have
had our dinner there for the past several years and a good time
was had by all. The cost per person is $25.00. Please contact
Ellsworth for tickets or you can purchase tickets at the next
meeting on Jan 16th. For those so inclined there is a full bar at
Harry’s and they mix a mean Margarita. As usual there will be
a multitude of prizes and you will be hard pressed to go home
empty handed thanks to Marco and company.

Speaking of Marco and company, I think I speak for all of us
in PCC and thank Marco Pinto, Olivier Salles, Kirk Phaling
and Ellsworth Crowell for the great job they have done for us.
Not to forget Paul Lum for his outstanding job a Newsletter
Editor and Pete Johnson for a web site that is second to none.
I’d like to thank Ken Martinez for all his help with the club
raffle this last year and for feeding us plenty of donuts. And to
wash those donuts down we can thank Dennis Lowry for the
delicious coffee.



2

These folks plus the membership at large make the PCC a first
class organization.

Looking forward to the coming year I would like to see more
participation on the Flight Proficiency program. In order to
generate more interest I suggested we could give free raffle
tickets for each level achieved. I’d like to give one ticket for
“A” level, two tickets for “B” level and so on up to five tickets
for “E” level. You will also receive a patch for each level
achieved to sew on your flight jacket. It’s a fun program and
will make us better pilots. I will bring copies of the
requirements to pass out at the next meeting.

Another thing I would like to try is to have a theme day at the
field. I was thinking that a glider day might be fun. We have a
great slope for soaring and we also have access to a high start
rig if the winds aren’t blowing. Gliders are great fun and can
be the simplest way to get started in Radio Control airplanes. I
will bring this up at the next meeting and maybe a date can be
set in February. This would not be to the exclusion of power
airplanes or helicopters, but in addition to our regular fare.

If you have a glider that hasn’t flown as yet now is the time to
dust it off and bring it to the field. There are several
experienced glider pilots in the club that could inspect and
make adjustments to your glider if you are unsure it is
airworthy.

And last but not least, our new president Ken Martinez thought
it would be a good idea to have an impromptu BBQ at the field
on New Year’s Day. We tried to get the word out to as many
members as possible on short notice and we did have a nice
crowd at the field for the best flying weather I’ve seen in quite
some time. The wind was light and the temperature was very
pleasant. We had lots of flying and the BBQ was very tasty. It
would be fun to do a BBQ every month, but our treasury isn’t
big enough to handle the expense. However the proceeds from
our monthly club raffle could finance it if we all buy raffle
tickets. If that works out we will post the date of the BBQ in
the newsletter and we could have even more participation.
We’ll bring this up at the next meeting.

Keep wiggling those sticks,

—Jake

MINUTES: DECEMBER 19, 2007
Kirk Phaling

The last PCC meeting of the year 2007 was called to order by
Pres. Marco Pinto at approximately 7:45 P.M. Attendance
was moderate to light, probably due to the closeness of
Christmas. There were two guests present. One was Clair, the
daughter of Lloyd Murphy, and the other was a chap named
John. I think he said he’s a friend of Oliver. He also said he

knows absolutely nothing about RC planes. Well, John, you’re
a great candidate for PCC. Join the crowd.

The minutes of the November meeting were approved as
published in the newsletter. Jake and Ken introduced the
Raffle prizes. The main one being a Multiplex glider. The
others were assorted glues, etc. It was noted that Wally Cain
had gone home from the hospital. Hopefully all is going well
with him.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

TREASURER: Ellsworth Crowell dispensed this vital
information, which indicated PCC is in good financial health.

SAFETY: Ken Martinez  says all seems to be OK safetywise.
He also wants all members to be sure to not fly alone.

FIELD: Marco  noted that Mr. Deeney will replace the gate
and post. No set date as yet. B ill Newman is getting parts to
repair the weather reporting machine. Pete Johnson has
purchased a backup camera and is experimenting with it to be
ready if the existing one needs to be replaced. The addition to
the runway is still a future thing. No date set and now that the
rains have started nobody can predict a date. But it will happen
some day.

MEMBERSHIP: There was a slight foulup regarding the
membership of a new person which will be resolved at the
Jan.,2008 meeting.

OLD BUSINESS: As reported last month Jake Chichilitti was
nominated for 2008 Pres. and Ken Martinez was nominated for
V.P. However, after much deliberation, in a back, smoke-filled
room, Jake and Ken switched places. So Ken was the Pres.
nominee and Jake the V .P. There is no word yet as to who got
what for the switcheroo.

NEW BUSINESS: Jake Chichilitti suggested that in order to
create interest in the Flite Proficiency program that a prize
given as each level is attained. All thought that to be a good
idea. A motion was made and passed to that effect. The prize
info will be announced later.

Ken Martinez will make freq. pins for the new 2.4 gig freqs.
and will also replace or repair those for the other freqs.

This was election night. There were no additional members
nominated, so a vote was held. The results were: Ken
Martinez-Pres., Jake Chichilitti-V.P., Ellsworth Crowell-
Treasurer, and Kirk Phaling-Sec. Paul Lum wanted to be
replaced as Editor and Pete Johnson stepped up to fill that
void. Ray Squires counted the ballots and did a marvelous job.

D.O.M. & S.A.D: None to report.
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SHOW & TELL: Eric Eirnarsson has completed and
successfully flown the scratch-built glider he has been showing
off and on as he built it. Looks great and he likes the way it
flies. He’s happy with it.

Lloyd Murphy and daughter demoed little Air Hog helis.
They use infra red control and do quite nicely although Lloyd
et fil have not had much practice yet.

Frank Phelps discussed some problems with video boards for
flight simulators.

Ken Martinez has finally flown a plane he’s brought before.
Took a lot of weight in the nose to balance but flies O.K.  He
built it from  parts of various other planes he happened to have.

A new member ( didn’t recognize him and forgot to get his
name from Ells) had a P51 which he built in 1984 to fly the
AMA Nationals.  Good looking plane.

Ray Squires had an E-Flite electric heli--says it’s a lot of fun
and parts a cheap if it gets banged up. There are also a lot of
after market parts. Ray flies it in his garage.

Roger Mihara showed a Tx tray designed by a friend. Looked
great.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M. The Raffle followed.
Winners were: Bruce Crawford (twice), Mike Nadler and a
third person. (The Sec. is NOT too good at recognizing some
of the new members and forgets to get the name after the
meeting--guess he should be replaced---anyone want the
job???? ) Bruce got the Multiplex glider.

Flying Models magazine recently had a review of it and gave it
high marks.

—Kirk

TREASURER’S COLUMN
Ellsworth Crowell

It is now past the December 31st deadline for renewing your
P.C.C. dues for 2008. The renewal fee is now $75.00 if you
renew in January, and $85.00 if you wait until February. If
renewal is not made by the March 21st meeting, you will be
dropped from the P.C.C. roster. Don’t forget to include a copy
of your 2007 A.M.A. membership card and mail it to:

Ellsworth Crowell

424 Oxford Way

Belmont, CA 94002-2752

Please attach your 2008 year bar to your field badge. The field
badge with your year bar attached is to be worn at the field at
ALL TIMES!! Not only does it verify that you are a paid up

member for 2008, it also helps other members to get to know
your name.

Reminder: Please mark your transmitter with your name,
telephone number and frequency number flag. Be sure your
airplane has your name and address on it somewhere.

This is an A.M.A. requirement!

If you need some name stickers for your plane, see the
Treasurer.

Let’s all come to the P.C.C. banquet on Saturday, January 19,
08, at Harry’s Hofbrau in Redwood City. The Hofbrau is on
1909 El Camino Real near the intersection with Woodside
Road. Price is $25 per person. Send the money to Ellsworth.
“Be there, Don’t be square.”

Also, don’t forget to lock the field lock. “Lock To Lock” at the
gate.

—Ellsworth

ELECTRIC FLYING: NEW LIPO REGS
According to news sources, the U.S. Transportation
Department will no longer allow travelers to pack loose
lithium batteries in checked luggage.

The new rules say travelers can bring lithium-battery-powered
small devices on board or in checked luggage if the batteries
are installed.

And flyers can bring spare batteries in carry-on luggage if
they’re stored in plastic bags or if they’re in the original retail
packaging. But travelers can bring no more than two spare
batteries, each packed separately.

EDITOR’S COLUMN
Pete Johnson

The PCC newsletter is a monthly expression of the activities of
a very lively and social group of flyers.

For seven years, Paul Lum has delivered the news every
month. He’s published a million or two photographs and a
billion or so words about meetings, events, flying, weather,
funny stuff, births, deaths and crashes.

Between issues, he shows us how to fly, too.

As one of the people who helps define the PCC, Paul has made
the PCC into the group it is today.

How does he sum up his editorial service?
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“Pete just told me that I’ve been the newsletter editor for
nearly seven years! Has it been that long? I must’ve lost track
because each newsletter was a new challenge—the fear that
my computer would die or I’d lose internet connection.

“It’s like a long journey and all you can think about is putting
one foot in front of the other.

“The newsletters would never have gotten out if it weren’t for
our rocks: Kirk Phaling, for being on time with the minutes,
Ellsworth & Jean Crowell for mailing the paper newsletter,
Daisy Chow from Copy 2000 printing for her quality and
dependable work, and Pete Johnson for setting up a premium
website.

“Oh, and the contributors: Brian Chan, Bill Kuhse, Ramzi
Ayesh, and many others. And the big hams who mugged for
the camera, even after a nasty crash and being a good sport
about it: Bob, Charlie, Mickey, Ken and the king, Jake. And
many others.

“I’m sure Pete will do a fantastic job as editor, as he did with
the website. So please support him by sending pictures and
little stories that our members will appreciate. Just get it in on
time. This is YOUR newsletter, so be a part of it.

“(Thanks for not complaining about all my goof ups, which
were many.)”

I don’t know about goof-ups. What I do know, is that Paul
made it possible for me to overhaul the PCC website last year.
In addition to his talents as a writer, editor and publisher, he’s
an excellent and energetic photographer and videomaker. And
a hugely helpful guy.

When I asked him for photos, he sent me three years’ worth of
PCC photos. As a new member, I didn’t know anyone’s name.
He provided endless coaching and encouragement and sent me
a cheatbook of pictures and names so I could write accurate
photo captions.

He’s promised to give me the same level of support in this new
role, and I know that I can count on him. I’m committed to
keeping the newsletter as timely and fresh as Paul has done.

Now, if I could only remember everyone’s name!

—Pete

Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday Before The

Next Meeting!

UPCOMING EVENTS
January

16 Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

19 Annual Banquet at Harry’s Hofbrau

26 Float Plane Fly at Lake Hennessey*

February

20 Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

23 Float Plane Fly at Lake Hennessey*

March

19 Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

29 Float Plane Fly at Lake Hennessey*

April

6 Spring Clean Up @ PCC Field

16 Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

26 Float Plane Fly at Lake Hennessey*

May

18 Work Party, 9:30, PCC Field

21 Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

31 Float Plane Fly at Lake Hennessey*

June

8 Model Tune-Up Clinic@ PCC Field, 9:30 a.m.

15 Fun Fly @ PCC Field, 9:30 a.m.

18 Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

28 Float Plane Fly at Lake Hennessey*

* = Contact Jake Chichilitti for more information.

PICTURES
You can view these in color at http://flypcc.org/coppermine/

Phil did a landing and just before taking off again, he saw
something hanging. The aileron pushrod broke. Good thing he
spotted the problem before take off or he could’ve crashed.
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Before the December meeting, Ken smiles as Jake plays air
guitar.

Harry Smith chats with Kirk Phaling.

Frank Phelps helps guard the Raffle Table.

Eric Einarsson shows his scratch-built slope soarer. He had a
great gliding session at the field.

Lloyd and Clair Murphy talk about fun new micro helicopters.

New member Randy Paul tells amusing stories of his
adventures at the Nats with this ancient plane.
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Bruce Crawford uses the new 2.4Ghz transmitter tag.

The new tags are at the bottom right of the board.

Ellsworth and Jake soak up some rays on a picture-perfect
New Years Day field get-together.

Dave Santana tends the grill as hungry flyers gather.

Ray Squires, Jake, Randy and others enjoy the meal.

Ken pilots this glider transport, which tilts alarmingly as Jake’s
glider see-saws.
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Maybe the last time we'll see a scene like this with Charlie still
a member. Hope he comes to visit every now and then.

Hans observing Charlie trying to get his engine started.

Mickey organized a final lunch with Charlie at Burger King.

Joe R. showed up. With his cataracts fixed, he can see his
plane again. Bob stands nearby just in case.

No, not a high alpha knife edge. The engine quit and the plane
was moving right to left.

Mickey’s plane doing a low speed pass over the runway.
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Next Meeting: Wednesday,  January 16, 2008


