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February 2008 Next Meeting: February 20, 2008 AMA Chartered Club # 139

Visit: http://flypcc.org/

President Ken Martinez 415-821-3682 a415flyboy@sbcglobal.net

Vice President Jake Chichilitti 650-595-8105 Jake.Chichilitti@dhl.com

Secretary Kirk Phaling 650-345-0685 kwphaling@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer & Membership Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851

Editor & Webmaster Pete Johnson 408-298-5738 petej@petej.com

Field Phone 650-726-1452

Banquet Photos! In addition to the photos in this

month’s newsletter, you’ll find lots more on the PCC website.

Go to http://flypcc.org/coppermine/ and look in the Anything

Goes section for a round-up of the month’s pictures. Hungry
for more? You’ll find 117 additional photos in the Events

section.

At the Field. When you fly at the PCC field, remember

to:

• Wear your current membership badge in a visible
place.

• Clip a transmitter tag on the antenna of your
transmitter. This applies to both 72MHz and 2.4GHz
flyers.

• Label your transmitter and your aircraft with your
name, address and phone number.

• Make sure that visitors stay behind the flight line.

• Fly safely and responsibly.

• Do not fly alone.

FROM THE FLIGHT DECK
Jake Chichilitti

Hello Everyone,

Our annual PCC Banquet is in the history books. There were
over fifty folks at Harry’s Hofbrau on Saturday night Jan 19.
My wife Maryanne and I were greeted by Ellsworth Crowell
and his wife Jean along with Paul Lum. We arrived there fairly

early so we had a chance to check out Harry’s Bar. They make
a good margarita, let me tell you.

It wasn’t long before our area starting filling up with PCC
members and their spouses, girlfriends and significant others.
In addition we had four honored guests joining us this year.
Pam and Cliff White, the owners of J&M Hobby House, were
with us along with Rico and Gloria Dalmau. If it were not for
Cliff and Pam our monthly raffle and the prizes at the dinner
would not be as lavish.  Marco, Elaina and his dad Enriqué
arrived bearing many, many raffle prizes. It seemed like a
never-ending stream of goodies. Before you knew it we were
in line for a great dinner. Harry’s really makes a great turkey
dinner with all the fixings.

After a leisurely dinner Marco proceeded with the business
portion of the event. He paid special thanks to all the
wonderful ladies there for allowing us to play with our models.
Without their support we wouldn’t be able to spend the time
we do with our hobby.

Amen!

Next on the schedule was the passing out of the President’s
awards. He honored Paul Lum for all the effort and time he
dedicated to our PCC Newsletter. Also an award went to Pete
Johnson for upgrading our website and taking over the
Newsletter. Please take a look at our website if you haven’t as
yet, it is a first class site. Next was Dennis Lowry for all the
help he offered to Marco and the club throughout the year.
Ellsworth Crowell was honored for his unfailing service to
PCC as treasurer and mailing out the newsletter. I also
received the award and I am honored to be in such good
company.
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Then the fun really began with the Raffle. Marco implemented
a new procedure this year. We had big, big prizes, not so big
prizes and little prizes. I’m not sure I really understood how it
was going to work, possibly because of the drinking I had been
doing. But when all was said and done everyone got a prize
and had a good time and that’s what it was all about.

On a different note, we have had some of the best slope
soaring conditions at the field in quite some time. The date was
Sunday Jan.20th. The winds started to pick up and come out of
the west. Luckily I brought my P-51 Mustang sloper that day
and it was a real treat to wring it out with all sorts of aerobatic
maneuvers. Also enjoying the day were Ken Martinez, Eric
Einarsson, John Bassetto, Frank Phelps and Ray Quinteras.
The weather was cold, but the flying was hot. One of the nice
things about soaring is the amount of time you can spend in the
air. The only limit is battery power and lift.

I’ve passed out quite a few PCC Proficiency manuals and hope
to see some of you practicing for your levels. If you need
someone to act as your examiner you can see myself,
Ellsworth or Paul Lum. I’d be happy to work with you in any
way to help you achieve your goal.

The weather has been pretty crummy lately so I’ve been
spending some time in the workshop and finished my Baby
Playboy for Texaco competition this spring. I hope the weather
lets up a bit so I can test fly it. Next on the bench is a Bird of
Time glider. It has a 108 inch wing span which will make it the
largest model I’ve ever built. It only uses rudder and elevator
control, but I will add spoilers in the wing to help make the
landings a little easier.

Let’s hope the weather improves and we can get out to the
field and enjoy our great hobby.

Until next time,

—Jake

MINUTES: JANUARY 16, 2007
Kirk Phaling

Once again, as always happens once every 12 months, the first
PCC meeting of the year is due to be reported upon. And again
“Old Reliable”, Mike Nadler came through as a substitute
Secretary, since the “Not Quite Reliable Old Secretary” was
unable to attend the meeting. Hopefully, this will not happen
again this year. And not to be forgotten is Jake Chichilitti who
has also been a Secretary substitute. Thanks to both for their
contributions.

The meeting was called to order by new Pres. Ken Martinez at
7:44 P.M. As I sit here gazing at the beautiful color on the big
screen of my Sony Color Monitor, I think how fortunate PCC
is to have such a really great meeting place. Don’t know why

that suddenly came to mind. It has lots of room for Show &
Tell, has a nice little kitchen attached, lots of parking space,
and a convenient restroom. Add to that free coffee and donuts
and no better place can a person want. Also add to that the
great group of people to associate with and the situation is
perfect in my mind. So much for that—the older one gets the
more rambling takes place.

Newly elected V.P. Jake Chichilitti and once again elected
Treasurer Ellsworth Crowell were also present. Congrats to the
new PCC officers. Present as guests were: Ann Cheater,
former member Bill Dean, Phil Crosby, and Mario Arunio.

The minutes of the Dec. 2007 meeting were approved as
published in the newsletter. The main Raffle prize, a Pulse XT
electric ARF, was displayed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

TREASURER: Ellsworth Crowell gave this vital information.
All is well.

SAFETY: No problems as of meeting night. Keep up the good
work.

FIELD: The new gate is coming soon. Other than this nothing
new to report.

MEMBERSHIP: Ellsworth reported that PCC had 104
members as of the end of 2007. How many will reup is not
known. There are three prospective members: Brian Keil,
Randall Paul, and Claire Murphy.

FLITE PROFICIENCY: Ken Martinez was awarded the “A”
level. Congratulations to Ken.

OLD BUSINESS: The very great Annual PCC Banquet was
reported upon. All who attended had a fine time. Lots of prizes
and lots of great food.

NEW BUSINESS: The new 2.4GHz freq. flags are now
available in the impound box.

D.O.M., S.A.D., & HITS & MISSES: None.

SHOW & TELL: Ray Grant, G.P. CAP arf; Eric Einarsson
and John Bassetto, slope soarer: Ray Quintal, E-Flite electric
Piper Pawnee; Jake Chichilitti, Baby Playboy; Dennis Lowery,
Dumas electric Bird Dog; Matt Abrams, electric stunt plane.

The meeting adjourned at 8:39 P.M . and was followed by the
Raffle. Winners were Dave Santana and Jake Chichilitti.

—Kirk
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TREASURER’S COLUMN
Ellsworth Crowell

February is here members, time for you late-payers to pay your
2008 membership dues. Send me a check made out to P.C.C.
for $85 and a copy of your 2008 A.M.A. card.

Mail to:

Ellsworth Crowell

424 Oxford Way

Belmont, CA 94002-2752

Say, members, how about the P.C.C. banquet at Harry’s
Hofbrau? There were only about 52 of us there, but that meant
that nearly all of us took home at least one prize, and maybe
two. The food was great, with many choices.

—Ellsworth

ELECTRIC FLYING: FUTABA

ADVISORY
Futaba has issued a Service Advisory for some of its TM-7
modules and 6EX and 7C 2.4GHz FASST systems.

Futaba says that a small number of the TM-7 modules and
6EX and 7C FASST systems were incorrectly coded during
manufacturing.

If two or more units with this common identification code
were to be in use simultaneously, they may cause interference
with one another. Units which use the correct identification
code will not be affected.

Learn more here: http://2.4gigahertz.com/techsupport/service-
advisory-tm7-7c-6ex.html

LIPO BATTERY DISPOSAL
Brian Chan sent us this information from Thunder Power:

Unlike NiCd batteries, lithium-polymer batteries are
environmentally friendly. For safety reasons, it’s best that LiPo
cells be fully discharged before disposal (however, if
physically damaged it is NOT recommended to discharge LiPo
cells before disposal—see below for details). The batteries
must also be cool before proceeding with disposal instructions.
To dispose of LiPo cells and packs:

1. If any LiPo cell in the pack has been physically damaged,
resulting in a swollen cell or a split or tear in a cell’s foil
covering, do NOT discharge the battery. Jump to step 5.

2. Place the LiPo battery in a fireproof container or bucket of
sand.

3. Connect the battery to a LiPo discharger. Set the discharge
cutoff voltage to the lowest possible value. Set the discharge
current to a C/10 value, with “C” being the capacity rating
of the pack. For example, the “1C” rating for a 1200mAh
battery is 1.2A, and that battery’s C/10 current value is
(1.2A / 10) can be used, such as a power resistor or set of
light bulbs as long as the discharge current doesn’t exceed
the C/10 value and cause an overheating condition. For LiPo
packs rated at 7.4V and 11.1V , connect a 150 ohm resistor
with a power rating of 2 watts (commonly found at Radio
Shack) to the pack’s positive and negative terminals to
safely discharge connecting it to an ESC/ motor system and
allowing the motor to run indefinitely until no power
remains to further cause the system to function.

4. Discharge the battery until its voltage reaches 1.0V per cell
or lower. For resistive load type discharges, discharge the
battery for up to 24 hours.

5. Submerse the battery into bucket or tub of salt water. This
container should have a lid, but it should not need to be air-
tight. Prepare a plastic container (do not use metal) of cold
water. And mix in 1/2 cup of salt per gallon of water. Drop
the battery into the salt water. Allow the battery to remain in
the tub of salt water for at least 2 weeks.

6. Remove the LiPo battery from the salt water, wrap it in
newspaper or paper towels and place it in the normal trash.
They are landfill safe.

(Editor’s Note: If anyone can decode the last sentence of step
5, I’m all ears. I believe it just means to connect a 150-ohm
resistor across the power leads for a day or two. Incidentally,
the Thunder Power website echoes this confusing wording.)

Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday before the

next meeting!

UPCOMING EVENTS
February

20 Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

23 Float Plane Fly at Lake Hennessey*

March
19 Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

29 Float Plane Fly at Lake Hennessey*

April
6 Spring Clean Up @ PCC Field

16 Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

26 Float Plane Fly at Lake Hennessey*

May
18 Work Party, 9:30, PCC Field

21 Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

31 Float Plane Fly at Lake Hennessey*
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June
8 Model Tune-Up Clinic@ PCC Field, 9:30 a.m.

15 Fun Fly @ PCC Field, 9:30 a.m.

18 Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

28 Float Plane Fly at Lake Hennessey*

* = Contact Jake Chichilitti for more information.

PICTURES
Photos by Paul Lum and Bruce Crawford. You can view these
in color at http://flypcc.org/coppermine/

And remember: these are just a few. There are lots more

pictures on the website!

Look in the Anything Goes section for a round-up of this
month’s pictures, with 117 more photos in the Events section.

Jean & Ellsworth guard the gate. John Costas was early.

Marco presents a President's Service Award to Paul Lum.

Marco presents a President’s Service Award to Ellsworth.

Marco officially introduces Ken Martinez as new president.

Marco presents a President's Service Award to Jake
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PCC members, family and friends enjoy a great dinner.

January 16 meeting: A different kind of dinner!

Bill Kuhse Shows & Tells his E-flite Piper Pawnee.

Bill’s nattily attired pilot is a retired lady wrestler, he says.

Jake’s latest project is a real beauty.

Matt Abrams tells about his Addiction.
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Next Meeting: Wednesday,  February 20, 2008


