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May 2008 Next Meeting: May 21, 2008 AMA Chartered Club # 139

Visit: http://flypcc.org/
President Ken Martinez 415-821-3682 a415flyboy@sbcglobal.net
Vice President Jake Chichilitti 650-595-8105 Jake.Chichilitti@dhl.com
Secretary Kirk Phaling 650-345-0685 kwphaling@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer & Membership Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851
Editor & Webmaster Pete Johnson 408-298-5738 petej@petej.com
Field Phone 650-726-1452

Fresh Photos! In addition to pictures in this newsletter,
you’ll find lots more photos and videos on the PCC website.

FROM THE FLIGHT DECK
Jake Chichilitti

Hello Everyone,

We’ve had a couple of good work parties at the field last
month. Most of the fence posts have been replaced and the old
wire fencing was removed and replaced with a plastic material.
It should last for quite awhile before it needs any maintenance.
We also cleared a six inch space on the west side of the
runway to facilitate the grading and leveling in preparation for
the runway widening project.

Many thanks to Ken for gathering up all the supplies and
thanks to all who participated. And thanks to Marco and his
family for setting up the lunch and BBQ.

There was a great scale glider event at Los Baños on April 19th

and 20th. Ken and I drove to the flying site on Thursday April
17th to fly our non scale gliders. Shortly after we arrived we

were met by John Bassetto, Eric Einarsson, Martin Vargas and
Larry Applegate and proceeded to have the time of our lives.

I brought six gliders ranging from a Gentle Lady to my own
design P-51 Mustang sloper. Ken had even more planes and
we flew just about everything we had in the two days before
the official event started. I got to maiden my Bird of Time
even though it was not completely finished. It has a wing span
of 10 feet and is by far the longest wing span of any model I
ever flew. Look for it at the next meeting.

The 2008 Half Moon Bay Dream Machine is now history. The
PCC made a strong showing at the event. We had a variety of
models on display from multi engine bombers to park fliers. I
was amazed by how many folks were interested in our models.
We all took turns answering questions and passing out
magazines. Who knows, maybe we will see some new faces
joining our club. There was a great variety of full scale aircraft
on display and it was entertaining to watch the landings and
take offs of the planes that were giving rides to the spectators.

My highlight of the day was when a Curtiss P-40 Warhawk
and a P-51 Mustang buzzed the field and then landed and
taxied right up to where Ken and I were standing. The P-40
was done up in the Flying Tigers paint scheme and looked
great. Tim got to pose next to the P-40 with his P-40 scale
model and have his picture taken. I hope we see it in the
newsletter. (See page 7—ed.)

Another event I attended was hosted by the Oroville Aircorps
in Oroville, CA. These guys have a world-class flying site that
accommodates both float flying and land flying at the same
time. They held an informal fun fly last weekend, so I took a
couple of float planes and a land plane to check them out.
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The weather was great with the temperature in the 70’s and
light wind all day. They are a very talented and friendly bunch
of guys and I’m glad I went to the event. I would recommend
that those of you that haven’t flown at other fields take the
time to do so. All you need is your current AMA card and an
airplane. There is always something new to see.

“I Learned About Flying From That”
While flying my Somethin’ Extra with the Oroville club I had
an incident that could have ruined my day, but didn’t. I was
doing outside loops and all of a sudden the canopy/hatch flew
off. That got my attention, so I landed immediately and guess
what was lying on the wing when I taxied back? The battery
pack was just hanging there. The only thing that prevented it
from disconnecting was a piece of dental floss that I tied
around the connector. That little piece of dental floss saved my
airplane. I have been making it a habit to secure all the servo
and battery connections in this manner and will definitely
continue to do so.

There is another full-scale event coming up over the Memorial
Day weekend. The Watsonville Fly-In and Airshow will be
held on May 23, 24, and 25. I convinced my wife, Maryanne,
that we just had to go this year, so we are planning to go on
Saturday May 24 and if anyone is interested I can
accommodate five more people in my van if you would like to
join us. Give me a call or email. Type
http://www.watsonvilleflyin.org/ in your favorite search engine
for more information.

See you at the next meeting,

—Jake

MINUTES: APRIL 16, 2008
Kirk Phaling

The fourth PCC meeting of the year 2008 was called to order
at 7:45 P.M. by Pres. Ken Martinez. Hard to realize that 2008
is now one third old. Time does go fast when one is having
fun.

My thanks to Marco Pinto for taking notes in my absence.
Fortunately, my reason for not being present was not due to
illness. April 16, 2008 was my 66th wedding anniversary.
(With  many more to come, I hope).

The minutes of the March meeting were approved as published
in the newsletter. Jake Chichilitti introduced the Raffle
prize—a Carl Goldberg Falcon 56 ARF.

PCC was to take part in the Half Moon Bay Dream Machine
Show on April 27th and I assume that this went well.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

TREASURER: And this bit of vital info came from Master
Treasurer Ellsworth Crowell.

FIELD:  Marco reported that the work party was very
successful. New fence posts (44) were installed along with
new mesh safety fencing.

Runway widening is still pending as is a new main gate. If you
go to the field and it’s too windy to fly, get paint and brush out
of the impound box and apply paint to the rest of the benches
and tables.

FLITE PROFICIENCY:  Oliver Salles and Matt Abrams got
to the “C” level. However, it’s “C” as in “SEA”.

CONTESTS: A PCC Fun Fly contest and an HLG contest are
to be announced.

OLD & NEW BUSINESS:  None to report.

D.O.M. Oliver Salles nominated himself for crashing a plane,
fixing it and later ending up in the ocean.

Eric Einarsson crashed Jake’s old Ugly Stik. Pilot error caused
him to get distracted and plant the plane straight down into the
middle of the runway.

Matt Abrams crashed his F-16.

Oliver was voted the winner.

HITS & MISSES:  John Bassetto told of a HIT. Jake donated
the Raffle prize for the meeting. It was a prize he had won
elsewhere.

So, thank you, Jake for saving PCC the Raffle prize money this
month.

SHOW & TELL:  Alonzo Richardson showed a sheet brass
train he had built in the 1950’s. He soldered it together
himself. Completion to 3 years and it runs. A beautiful piece of
work.

Dennis Lowry had a combat C/L kit. Uses an electric motor
and electronic shut-off switch.

Mike Peck showed a Great Planes F-4 partially built kit. He
started it a year ago. Will have Robart retracts and an O.S. .75
for power.

Pete Johnson had two electric powered flying wings. Small but
very fast. Great looking planes.

Marco Pinto showed a DynaFlite Bird of Time glider—still in
the box. Will be a fine glider.
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The meeting adjourned at an  undisclosed time and was
followed by the Raffle.

Winners were Marco Pinto the ARF; Ken Martinez, the MPI
charge switch; Eric Einarsson, the fuel; and Neil Leopold, the
voltmeter.

—Kirk

INSIDE THE WEBSITE
Pete Johnson

Every day, about 150 people visit the PCC website. We get
visitors from all across the country and all over the world. I’m
sure many of them envy our weather and our picture-postcard
flying field.

If you’re not a regular visitor, consider dropping by. The site
has lots of great pictures and videos, and we add more every
month.

Fortunately, a number of people in the PCC take pictures,
including Paul Lum, Roger Mihara, Brian Chan, Bill Kuhse,
Bruce Crawford, Ramzi Ayesh and me.

For about a year, I published hundreds and hundreds of photos
and videos on the website, hand-coding lots of new pages one
by one as Paul, Roger, Brian and the other photographers sent
me new material.

The site looked great, but the publishing process took too
much of my time. Way too much!

So a few months ago, I installed new photo gallery software to
make it easy for PCC members to share photos directly,
without my involvement.

The software, called Coppermine, works very well.
Photographers have already added 893 images and videos,
resulting in nearly 21,000 page views.

Unfortunately, an evil person (not a PCC member) hacked the
photo gallery a few weeks ago. Suddenly it appeared that many
photos were missing.

Roger Mihara noticed it first and brought it to my attention. As
I investigated the problem, I found some files masquerading as
photos which, in fact, contained malicious php code.

For a moment I felt like I was in a movie, battling sinister
forces.

Fortunately, I was able to restore the photo gallery from a
recent backup file. I promptly updated the Coppermine
software to ward off further attacks and increased the
frequency of my backup schedule.

Why would someone attack a harmless and cheerful website
such as this, you ask? The attack was designed to infect PCC
website pages with links to another website to boost its
rankings in search engines such as Google.

Anyway, it’s over now. Paul Lum, Ray Squires, Bruce
Crawford and Bill Kuhse promptly helped me forget the
ugliness by publishing fresh photos from the field.

—Pete

JUNE 22 FUN FLY
Marco Pinto

Hello folks, it has been a while since I wrote to all of you. This
time I am writing to you to invite you to our June 22nd Fun Fly
contest at 9:30 am. The date was chosen at our April meeting.

The majority of the members in attendance showed a lot of
interest and enthusiasm for this contest. As in previous years,
these types of Fun Fly contests are a lot of fun and have not
disappointed anyone who enters and participate. The event will
include games such as Taxi run, slalom run, blind Indian, take-
off and landing, spot landing, etc, etc, including the famous
Egg Drop.

The egg will be carried by the RC planes using the classic
Styrofoam Cup and Popsicle method. However, if you
designed an Egg-Drop gadget last year for the Egg Drop
Contest, that box will be allowed for this contest. If you did
not participate in that contest last year, you can design and
build one for this Fun Fly.

So, start preparing your fun flyer airplane. Check all the
controls, linkages, engine and battery. Run the engine and
cycle the battery to ensure proper operation of those. Don’t
wait, start early and you will even have time to test fly your
model way before the Fun Fly Contest.

A list of the games will be available by May’s meeting and
will be posted on our web page. So, keep an eye open for that
list and practice the routines so you will be ready for the day of
the event.

There will be a $10 entry fee for the contest that includes a
ticket for lunch. Lunch will be available for non-participating
pilots and spectators at a modest price. There will be a 30-
minute lunch break at noon, resuming the contest at 12:30pm.
Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.

The fun, the laughs, the cheers and camaraderie as well as
great food and good time are guaranteed; so, come and join our
PCC members for our June 22nd Fun Fly Contest. Drive
yourself to it, get a ride, hitch hike if you have to but don’t
miss this event. You will have a fantastic time.
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If you have any questions or want to have your airplane
inspected, please do not hesitate to give me a call. I look
forward to see you at the meeting and at the contest, too.

—Marco

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
Kirk Phaling pointed us to the F/F Sport column by Larry
Kruse in the June, 2008, issue of Flying Models. The quote is
“Never argue with idiots. They'll drag you down to their level
and beat you with experience.”  —Anonymous

Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday before the
next meeting!

UPCOMING EVENTS
See PCC Website for more Northern California RC events.

May
21 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room
24-26Helicopter Contest, SCCMAS, Morgan Hill

June
8 Model Tune-Up Clinic@ PCC Field, 9:30 a.m.
14 Pattern Training Day, Sacramento Area Modelers
18 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room
22 Fun Fly @ PCC Field, 9:30 a.m.

July
16 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room
26 Open B Combat, Livermore

August
20 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room
22-24IMAA FlyIn, Salinas Area Modelers

September
6 Annual FunFly, Livermore Flying Electrons
14 Annual PCC Club Picnic
17 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

PICTURES
Photos by Paul Lum, Roger Mihara, Bill Kuhse, Ray Squires
and Bruce Crawford. You can view these in color at
http://flypcc.org/coppermine/

Help make the newsletter and website better: take pictures and
send them in! Want to learn how? Check out this helpful page:
How to Send Photos.

Our improved field with taller fencing for the spectator area.

Brian with a strange airplane that flips end over end in the air.

Brian with this weird thing. Will it fly?

Mike's Funtana. Now the engine runs nicely.

Milton’s Ugly Stik flies by the mountain of dirt by the runway.

Robert's Mustang does a flyby.

Beautiful! The Mustang is a favorite of almost every flyer.

A real B-25 flying by on its way to the Dream Machine show.

Tim Boyle poses his P-40 by the real deal at Dream Machines.
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Next Meeting: Wednesday,  May 21, 2008


