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WHAT’S HAPPENING @ PCC 
   Editor 

 
We have a shed.  Now we need pavers to form a foundation. 
We need about 80-100 square feet of pavers. If you have a 
cheap (read: FREE) source, please let Prez Kenny know. 

Smoothed Runway. Prez Kenny lead a few to smooth out the 
hot and cold pit and the taxiway to the runway. 

CLEAR THE PROP! 
Dennis Lowry 

I drove down to the field on Sunday and found several items 
of interest. 

Do you preflight your airplane?  Left, Right, Up, Down?  Do 
you range test it?  Do you check to see if your frequency is 
clear?  Turn off the transmitter and check for twitching? 

On my way through Half Moon Bay, I noticed a fellow, nice 
guy actually, with a mid size white foamie, so I drove around 
for a chat.  I invited him into the club, and explained that we 
could help him learn the basics and offer him a safe place to 
fly where he won’t be killing the sweet old ladies’ dogs when 
he goofs up.  He was very interested, and I’ll follow up with 
him.  He had an impressive fleet of ready-to-fly aircraft, each 
with its own type transmitter.  I explained the frequency thing, 
and how possible interference could shoot someone down at 
our field, but I think in actual fact the transmitters I saw are 
really of little consequence, so I did not take on any kind of 
cop attitude.  I’m not authorized in any way of doing that, and 
at the same time, I am not flying anything of extreme value 
right now.  You, however, may wish to take extra precautions, 
given that the new distance to town is only 3 miles.  If you 
have a precious expensive model, think about it.  Check your 
frequency to maintain control. 

A problem on the ground will seldom clear itself up in the air. 

So, new topic: 

The other item of interest I found is a person: Jake Chichilitti.  
He’s retiring.  After a hundred and fifty million years with 
DHL as a customs broker and shipping agent, he’s been cut 
loose to pursue life’s golden pleasures!  Congratulations Jake!  
He’s been one of the club’s mainstays throughout the years, 
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and is still one of the unspoken officers guiding the club 
workings, and working the workings with sage wisdom.  He 
coordinates the monthly float fly piloting the rescue boat at 
Lake Hennessey; he flies combat competition with Ken and 
Dave; he competes in Old Timer flying; and he shows up at all 
the work parties and kicks ass!  What more could you look 
for?  Give him a handshake, a clap on the back, and a hearty 
congratulation.   

Congratulations Jake! 

 —Dennis 
 

MINUTES: JULY , 2009 
Mike Solaegui 

•Attendees, 32 

•Guests, none. 

•July minutes approved. 

•Raffle prize, Reactor donated by J&M hobbies. 

•Committee reports, none 

•Treasurer’s report, still doing fine. 

•Safety report, all members are expected to fly safely and to 
address unsafe issues as they occur at the field. 

•Field report, area near taxi way needs to be smother and 
tacked down, 

•Non flier parking south of the cold pit fence please. 

•Membership, current membership 104, we need 120 to break 
even on fixed annual costs or dues will be increased to meet 
those fixed costs. 

 •Flight proficiency, Mike Peck will do checkout flights 
through level E. 

 •Contests, Ken Martinez and Davit Santana competed in 
combat with the Livermore group. 

•New business, PCC President Ken Martinez and past PCC 
president Harry Smith will be cosigners on the club CD’s and 
checking account so that two out of three signatures are 
required. Jim Reimholz forwarded the motion and Brian Chan 
seconded it. 

•An open fly event on October 24 and 25th will  be held to 
show our new field to all visitors, fiends and enthusiests. 
Please get out the word, Fliers will be available on September 
the 17th at the meeting. 10 AM till App 6 PM with $5.00 
burgers and hot dog for lunch. 

•Neil’ old timer had wing failure during an event. 

                  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
September 

5   Swap Meet, SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA 
12 Annual Flea Market, Bayside RC, Fremont, CA 
16 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room 
27,28 Waldo Pepper’s Flying Circus, SACRC, Union City, CA 

October 
3  Electric Fly-in, SACRC, Union City, CA 
9-11 Jet-Fly, Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA 
16 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room 
17  Volts Fly–In(electric) SalinasAreaModelers,Chualar, CA 
17,18 Pumpkin Festival, HMB, CA 
24,25 PCC Open House 
31 Halloween, USA. 

November 
21 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room 
31  Bayside RC Auction, 37588 Fremont Blvd, Fremont, CA 

 

3D FLYING – INTRODUCTION 
Matt Abrams 

 

 
What is 3D flying? If you ask 10 different 3D flyers, you will 
probably get 10 different answers. The simplest answer is 
flying an aerobatic plane post-stall, by intentionally stalling 
the plane and then generating your lift directly from the prop 
(similar to a helicopter). To do this you have to have a power 
to weight ratio of at least 1:1 (and ideally more than 1.5:1), 
large control surfaces that allow the plane to maneuver only 
using the airflow created from the prop and a relatively low 
wing loading. Also, because of the large control surfaces and 
light wing loading, 3D planes are very maneuverable, stable 
flying at slower speeds and are capable of recovering from 
mistakes quickly. 

Although I have seen an RC Piper cub do a few basic 3D 
maneuvers, to do the majority of 3D maneuvers you will need 
a dedicated 3D aerobatic plane with symmetrically airfoiled 
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wings, light wing loading, and a method to adjust your CG 
forward and back. 3D can be flown gas, glow or electric, 
although electric setups allow the most immediate throttle 
response. It can be flown on 3D planes big or small, balsa or 
foam, as long as they are designed and setup correctly. I 
personally always recommend learning 3D on a smaller foam 
plane like the Multiplex Parkmaster 3D because it flies slower 
than larger balsa planes (giving you more time to execute a 
maneuver) and you can fly it close enough to see how the 
plane is behaving and what corrections need to be made. Also, 
being made of a very durable foam called Elapor, it can be 
crashed over and over while trying out new maneuvers and 
can be easily and quickly repaired using regular CA glue. 
 
Depending on your general RC skills, learning basic 3D is not 
all that difficult. It is highly recommended that you are 
proficient at flying inverted and comfortable steering with 
both rudder and ailerons. The first move to practice would be 
the harrier. The harrier is a maneuver where the plane flies 
straight and level slowly, while the nose is pointed up at a  
10-80 degree angle. Lift is generated by the prop and from 
forward motion airflow hitting the bottom of the wings. The 
elevator is being used to adjust the angle of attack and the 
rudder is used for steering. The ailerons are only used to keep 
the wing level to the ground. Once a wing starts to drop or the 
wings rock, ailerons and rudder are needed to re-level the 
plane. The key to the harrier is the balance of throttle and 
elevator. Kind of like a car's clutch, as you add more throttle, 
you have to give it less elevator and vise versa. Giving too 
much elevator and throttle will simply cause the plane to loop. 
Not giving enough will cause the nose of the plane to drop. 
View the photo for a more visual representation of the harrier.  
 
In the next few months, I'll go over more maneuvers and plane 
setup tips. A great resource to pick up in the meantime is the 
RC Pilot's Guide by Scott Stoops (www.rcpilotguide.com). 
Not only is it one of the more comprehensive books on RC 
flight theory, it also goes into great detail on how to complete 
the majority of aerobatic and 3D maneuvers including step by 
step illustrations of the plane and transmitter stick positions. 

 

ON THE SAFE SIDE  
From the Temple Aero Modeler’s Newsletter, Temple, Texas 

Propeller Sense 

Never use or try to repair a damaged propeller. You may get 
by with it a time or two, but is the cost of a propeller worth 
risking injury to yourself or a friend?  

If the propeller is visibly damaged, then whatever force did 
that could also have caused other damage that remains 
invisible to the naked eye. So, please when you have a 
damaged propeller, either use it strictly for static display 
purposes only, or better yet, break it clean in half before 

discarding to keep anyone else from using it. Don’t even think 
about using it as a back-up spare. 

There are some solid black propellers on the market, which 
become invisible to the naked eye once they’re spinning. This 
is a dangerous hazard which can be remedied by simply 
painting the propeller tips with a bright color. You can even 
use the paint to help balance the propeller. You do balance 
your propellers don’t you? 

Why bother balancing a propeller? It won’t hurt the engine 
any.  

This may be true, but the vibration and shaking caused by an 
out-of-balance propeller tends to loosen nuts, bolts, and 
screws, both on your engine and throughout the model. Here 
again, it’s a simple matter of spending five to ten minutes to 
balance a propeller, or risk spending ten hours or more 
repairing or rebuilding your model. Just consider the few 
minutes that it takes as a sort of insurance. 

When installing a propeller, always use a hard metal washer 
that’s flat on the surface facing the propeller, in between the 
propeller and the propeller nut. This washer should be larger 
than the propeller nut too. The washer is there to give 
additional surface area to be tightened against. The smaller the 
washer area, the greater the chance of the propeller being 
crushed under the pressure of the tightened propeller nut.  

When the propeller is crushed at the hub, it can be damaged to 
the point of being dangerous to use or it can become loose to 
such an extent that it becomes dangerous. This “crushing” 
action is also why it is important to recheck the tightness of 
the propeller nut every so often, especially with new wood 
propellers. In most cases, the propeller washer supplied with 
the engine is adequate, so don’t use anything smaller. But 
again, never tighten the propeller nut directly against the 
propeller itself. You need more surface area to secure the 
propeller safely, plus there’s a good chance that the action of 
twisting the nut tightly into place will tear into the propeller 
hub. 

                        
Propeller Markings 

Nearly all propellers have some sort of identification marked 
on them, be it brand name, propeller size, something else, or 
all of the above. In addition to noting the size of the propeller, 
the marking also denotes the front of the propeller, and the 
front of the propeller always faces toward the front of the 
airplane. Don’t make the mistake of installing a propeller 
backwards. You’ll probably get lots of RPM from the engine, 
but very little thrust from the propeller. 

Propeller sizes are almost always marked with at least two 
numbers such as 10x6. Sometimes there will be three 
numbers, such as 10x6-12. The first number represents the 
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length of the propeller, or the diameter of the “disk” formed 
by the spinning propeller. Propellers are usually pretty 
accurately marked when it comes to their length/diameter. 

The second number represents the pitch of the propeller, 
which is theoretically the distance the propeller moves 
forward in one complete revolution, disregarding slippage. 
One might think at first that the angle of the blade would be 
constant from hub to tip for a constant pitch propeller (one 
having the same pitch all along its length), but it isn’t so. 
Remember, the farther out from the hub a given point on the 
propeller is, the father it travels to complete one revolution. 
So, the farther out from the hub a given point is on a constant 
pitch propeller, the smaller its angle will be. 

When a propeller has a third number, such as the example of 
14x6-12, it means that the pitch progresses from 6 inches near 
the hub, to 12 inches near the tip. This is called a progressive 
pitch propeller, and in this case, the angle of the blade might 
actually be constant from hub to tip, since the progressive 
pitch has more pitch near the tip than at the hub. Progressive 
pitch propellers, however, are commonly seen only in sizes 
appropriated for 1.20 size engines and larger. And, as far as I 
know, the verdict isn’t in yet on whether they have any 
advantages over constant pitch propellers. 

Some manufacturers of propellers are very precise. There are 
propellers marked with their pitch out to the second decimal 
point, as in 8x3.8. Don’t mistake this “second number” as 
described above. In this example, the second number is a 
fraction of the first, and has in fact a pitch of 3.8. 

Regretfully, the number shown on the propeller representing 
the pitch is not universally accurate. Some manufacturers are 
very good in this aspect, while others are downright terrible. 
In a series of tests conducted by R/C Report, it was found that 
in most cases, propellers have less true pitch then indicated by 
their markings. 

Not all propellers are created equal. Much of the variations in 
the way they perform have to do with their shape, airfoils, and 
the material it’s made from. If you’re tweaking every last bit 
of power out of your engine, it’s worth experimenting and 
finding the propeller that works best for your engine/airplane 
application.  

Play it safe, and keep your propellers clean, tight, and 
balanced. 

HOW TO ADJUST A TWO-NEEDLE 
CARBURETOR 
From the Spirit of St. Louis R/C Flying Club, St. Charles, Missouri 
 
Typically, carburetors come from the factory close to being 
preset. If you have torn down your carburetor for a thorough 
cleaning and examination, or you just want it to run right, 
here’s a good starting point. 

With the throttle barrel in the full open position, close the 
high-speed needles until it stops. Then, back it out three turns. 
Now, with the throttle barrel almost closed, do the same thing 
with the idle mixture screw. This is your baseline. 

Some carburetors have a throttle-stop screw. Usually we set 
these so the air hole in the carburetor barrel completely closes 
off at full low throttle trim. When adjusting some idle mixture 
screws, the carburetor barrel wants to rotate and get pushed 
inward, making it a little difficult to get a good setting. All 
you have to do is lock the throttle arm so it cannot rotate or go 
in while you are adjusting the idle mixture screw. 

Here are 10 steps for setting up almost any two-needle 
carburetor: 
 

1. Start the engine and go to full power. 

2. Set the high-speed needle to maximum power and back off 
about ¼ to ½ turn. 

3. Go back to as low an idle as you can achieve. 

4. Turn the idle mixture screw until the engine stops. While 
the engine is off, back the idle screw out ½ to ¾ turn. 

5. Restart the engine at idle. 

6. The engine should be idling pretty well.  

7. Reset the high-speed needle to maximum rpm and back off 
200-300 rpm. 

8. Return to idle and let the engine idle for about 15 seconds. 

9. Quickly move the throttle to full power and listen to the 
transition from idle to full power. If it instantly goes to full 
power, you are finished. 

10. If it hesitates or sags a little, it is still too lean. Back out 
just ¼ turn. Repeat step 9. 

When you are finished, at about ½-trim setting, you should be 
getting a good fast idle at high-throttle trim. You should be 
able to shut the engine off at full low-idle trim. That’s all there 
is to it!  

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
An Email from Jim Reimholz to Ken Martinez, 

Hi Ken, 

Every time I see you out at the field working with the troops, I 
marvel at your leadership and character. 

I'm not sure at all that we would have this present field if you 
had not been the leader of the club you are. 

Thank you for all your efforts, 

Jim 
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Jay ready to take off with a cup of 25 beans at the fun fly. 

Mike concentrates on getting the plane back in one piece. 

 
The “Bean Counters”, Ray, Kenny, hard at work, counting 
how many came back with Jay’s plane. 

 
 Phil is flying Bruce’s “ FOAM ELECRIC 3-D” airplane! 

 
Paul coaches Franklin on a buddy box training system. 

 
Jim’s grand daughter, Ava, after a training flight. 
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Next Meeting: Wednesday,  August 16th, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 

 

 


