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WHAT’S HAPPENING @ PCC
Editor

Happy New Year!
New Officers Elected at December Meeting.

New Officers will be installed at the Annual Banquet on Jan
23rd, 2010.

President: Dennis Lowry
Vice President: Oliver Salles
Secretary: Mike Solaegui
Treasurer: Greg Romine

Yes, Ellsworth had retired, after 20 some odd years as
Treasurer of P.C.C!!

Club due is $85.00 if you have not paid yet and will be $95.00
after February 1st.  You MUST have the 2010 AMA
membership to renew (or join).

CLEAR DA PROP!
Dennis Lowry

First, I’d like to say thanks for voting me in as the new PCC
President.� My hat is off to Ken who has done miraculous
work these past two years!� I promise, I’ll do my best to make
ALL the past Presidents proud and keep PCC a great Bay Area
RC Flying club.
�
But, I got into a little domestic trouble the other day.� In
response to some New Years’ blabbermouth on the radio, I
said out loud, “I resolve to finish the YAK, paint the Spitfire,
and get back onto the Saber jet.”� Pat, who was standing near
by, furrowed her brow and said, “What about my kitchen
cabinets?!”� Oops, there goes another banana tree plant!
�
Ah resolutions. . .� What should be PCC’s resolutions for this
year?
�
To continue to fly and provide a good space for those who
think flying models is fun.
�
To keep flying fun and make it fun for everyone.
�
To train our youth and show them that understanding the
technology and ethics of flying can be fun and fulfilling. (Here
I reminisce about Kirk Phaling’s Show-and-Tell diatribes
about electrons flowing out of the battery and changing the
CG, so that battery placement is important.� In this case you
might have considered me the youth, but I thought Kirk’s
explanations, while misdirected, were fun.)
�
We should resolve to be safe.
�
We should resolve to mock those who fly west of the runway

P.C.C. Annual Banquet
January 23rd, 2010

6:30 p.m. and on …..
HARRY’S HOFBRAU

1909 El Camino Real_
Redwood City, CA 94063

 $25.00 per person for all kind of food. Many Prizes.
Contact Ellsworth Crowell, 650-591-0851, for tickets.
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(inverted or not).
�
We should resolve to honor our living partners who let us go
out without them, and enjoy our sport.
�
We should resolve to have the best looking, fastest, most
sleek, crispest, most authentic aircraft we can build or buy.
�
We should resolve to fly those machines with authority.
�
We should resolve to keep PCC an upright proud citizen of the
community.
�
Ah Resolutions. . .
�
And now a quick word from the flight deck (thanks, Jake, for
the use of that phrase):� There’s been some shooting of fire
arms in the vicinity of the field lately.� It is not an activity
supported by POST (Peninsula Open Space Trust) in this
area.� POST can be considered our benefactors since they have
inspected our use of the land and approve of the relationship
we have with our landlord.� This relationship is beneficial to
all of us, PCC, our landlord, and POST, since our missions are
all fulfilled.� If you see or hear anybody shooting guns when
you fly, call an officer of the club immediately, and we will
alert our landlord and do our best to protect the club’s interests
as well as your safety.
�
That’s all I have for now.
�
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
�

DECEMBER MEETING MINUTES
Mike Solaegui

Minutes from December 2009 Membership meeting.

•30 guests and members in attendance.
•Guests, Dan young (flew small helicopters); Al Alongi
applied for membership online.

•Treasurers report, just fine for another month.
•Raffle prize, a Brio 10 pattern plane provided  by J&M
hobbies.

•Safety report, still a small amount of flying too close to the
pit area, let’s all recommit.

•Field report, French drains working very well, the field is
usable as soon as the rain stops.

•Membership, Al Alongi was voted in, 107 members now.
•Annual dinner @ Harry’s Hoffbrau Saturday the January 23rd,
6:30 no host cocktails 7:00 dinner, Marco will MC.

•Lake Hennessey float fly Sunday January 31, call Jake
Chichiletti for info.

•Dave Santana and Ethan Judd lost control of Dave’s Gentle
Lady immediately after launch, we all watched it climb and
circle out to sea.

•Dave Santana showed progress on Eddie’s Yak.

•Ken Martinez the Yak 3 wing, he needs help on the retract
box.

•Dave Young flew three small helicopters. 
•Greg Romine brought his GWS bi plane.
•Dan Young generously donated a high wing trainer, ready to
fly with a stocked flight box; Ethan Judd will take custody
while he learns to solo, thanks again Dan!

 UPCOMING EVENTS
January 2010
1 New Year Day,
20 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room
23 P.C.C. Banquet, Harry’s Hofbrau, Redwood City.

$25.00 per person, Great Prizes.
31 Lake Hennessey Float Fly, Napa.

MEETING RAFFLE INFORMATION
Eric Einarsson

Peninsula Channel Commanders has a monthly meeting in
which the attendees can become informed about club activity
and business, and have a little fun.  The monthly raffle
contributes to the fun in several ways.

Here's how it works:

Current rafflemasters John Bassetto and Eric Einarsson
display the monthly prize, and dispense tickets.  The prize is
usually an Almost Ready to Fly model.  The tickets are priced
as follows: One ticket for $1.00 dollar, seven tickets for $5.00
dollars.  One free raffle ticket is given to anyone that has a
"Show & Tell".  Buy as many tickets as you like, but only one
ticket is given per person for a "Show & Tell."

J&M Hobby House in San Carlos directly supports the PCC
raffle by selling the prize to us at a discount.  The winner of
the prize has the option of assembling and flying it, or
returning it to J&M Hobby House for store credit.

The doughnuts and coffee at each meeting are paid for by
money taken in by the raffle.  Jake Chichilitti takes care of the
coffee, and Ken Barnes takes care of the doughnuts.

Thanks to everyone for supporting the raffle.  A special thank
you goes to Cliff White, owner of J&M Hobby House.

See Ya At The Meeting
Eric

A WORD ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER
Editor
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The PCC Newsletter is published monthly, and sent to all
members about a week before the monthly meeting to serve as
a reminder. The newsletter can be obtained in two ways, soft
copy by downloaded from the PCC web site, http://flypcc.org ,
or a hardcopy. Most of you elected to download the
newsletter, as it is in living color and saved a tree or two. For
those who do not have internet access or preferred a hard
copy, one will be mailed to the addresses you provided in the
membership application. IF you want to switch from hard
copy to soft copy newsletter, email me and I will change it for
you. Ellsworth is the person who retrieves newsletters from
the printer and mails them out.

The is also load of information on the PCC web site, photos,
useful links and club information. Go there and explore.

AMA DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

Do you know we are in the AMA District X (10) and we have
a District X newsletter? If you have put in a email address in
your profile to AMA, you will get one. If you did not get one,
you can send a request via email to our Dist X Newsletter
Editor, Mike Brown, and request to put your name on the
distribution list.

Send your request to Mike Brown, cabrowns@citlink.net
Mike is the AMA District X AVP.

LAKE HENNESSEY FLOAT FLY, 2010
Jake Chichilitti

 
Hello fellow floatplane fliers,

Several of us have been tossing around the idea that we should
have a get together at Lake Hennessy later this month.  It
sounds good to me so here is the scoop.

We usually go to the lake on the last Saturday of the month. 
This time around we will go on the last Sunday of the month,
which is January 31st.

I am usually at the lake around 9:00 or so and begin setting up
the retrieval raft.  It's not a good idea to start flying before we
get the raft ready to go.

Bring water, food and a chair.  There is a porta potty close by. 
I'd like to ask for a $1.00 donation from the pilots to pay for
the launching fee and gas.

I will bring maps to the lake at the next PCC meeting if you
are interested.

I'll check the weather and will send out an email on the
Thursday before the event and let everyone I can know if the
weather is good enough to go.

My phone number is 650-595-8105 and my email is:
jake.chichilitti@yahoo.com

Jake

AIRPLANES FOR FYING IN THE
WINDY WEATHER

 Ivan Cankov
From the Middle Point RC Flyers, Murfreesboro, TN
All too often, on an otherwise nice but windy day, folks just
don’t fly. Obviously, for a beginner, that’s common
sense—but for someone who has some experience, the wind
can be a challenge that adds some spice to flying.

While it’s easy to see that experience level has a lot to do with
how much wind is too much, it may not be quite as apparent
that the type of model you’re flying also can have a great
effect on your ability to handle winds.

Let’s go through some airplane design features to see which
ones give us the best flying characteristics to handle winds and
the resulting turbulence:

Size: In general, the larger the airplane, the better it will
handle winds of all kinds; large models don’t “flop around” as
much!

Dihedral: The more dihedral in a model’s wings, the more
they are going to be affected by crosswind gusts; it is hard to
keep the wings level, therefore lineup to the runway is difficult
in a crosswind situation.

Wing Loading: The higher the wing loading, the less an
airplane will be affected when hit with a gust.

Aspect Ratio: Lower aspect ratio (stubby) wings will be less
bothered by gusts; there is less leverage for side forces to
upset the airplane, and lower aspect ratio wings have a greater
tolerance to changes in angle of attack caused by gusts.

Power: Having the power to overcome the force of wind is
necessary. The same thing goes when you get into a sticky
situation.

Lateral Control: Ailerons are beneficial in a crosswind
landing and takeoff phases. The ability to dip a wing into a
crosswind without changing heading is essential, as is the
ability to rudder the airplane parallel to the runway heading
while keeping wings level with ailerons while landing.

Landing Gear: Models with tricycle landing gear are easier to
land and take off in a crosswind than tail draggers; in addition,
the wider the spread on the main gear, the better.

Maneuverability: This one is a bit harder to quantify. You
want a model with stability, yet you do need good
maneuverability to cope with gusts. Therefore, you want a
model that is stable, yet responsive.
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Wing Mounting: Generally, a low-wing airplane will handle
crosswinds better. This is because the center of gravity of the
airplane is nearer, in a vertical sense, to the aerodynamic
center of the wing._ There fore, a side gust does not roll the
model as easily. Moreover, by mounting the main landing gear
on that low-wing model, they can be spread wider. It’s
unfortunate that almost every preceding item is in direct
opposition to the characteristics found in many popular
trainers. The main exception is the requirement for tricycle
landing gear. But even with trainers, there are differences.
Compare a Seniorita with the Kadet Mk2. While the Seniorita
may be a bit slower and a bit easier to fly, the Kadet, with its
ailerons, higher wing loading, lower aspect ratio, and lower
dihedral, is a far better airplane when flying in windy
conditions. Going a step further with the same kit
manufacturer, the Cougar (.40)/Cobra (.60) kits embody all the
right characteristics for windy flying. In closing, I offer
Confucius’ only known saying about RC flying: “To learn to
fly in wind, one must fly in wind!”

How’re Your         Nicads (or         Nimhs)?
Ted Brindle

From the Suffolk Aeromodelers, Long Island, New York
The Nicad batteries that we use in our transmitters and aircraft
wear out with time. If you have a battery pack that is more
than three years old, you should be keeping a close check on it
by cycling every month. If it is five years or older, you should
replace it and be sure to properly dispose of the old cells. So,
how do we tell the age of our batteries?

Most Futaba battery packs and individual Sanyo battery cells
(which most OEM radio manufacturers use) have a two-letter
date code stamped somewhere on the pack or cell. The first
letter of the code is the year of manufacture and the second
letter is the month of manufacture. 1996=A, 1997=B, 1998=C,
etc. January=A, February=B, March=C, etc.

If you have a battery or pack with a date code of IB, it was
manufactured in February of 2004. Probably still okay but
keep a close check on it. The pack in my 8UAF transmitter
was ZF, or June of 1995 so I replaced it. I found one pack with
a date code of WC which translates to 1992; replaced that one
without question.

COOL YOUR ENGINES OR MOTORS
From AMA Newsletter Archives

If your engine is running hotter than you would like, how can
you cool it down? Most people make the mistake of thinking
more is better when it comes to the air inlet at the front of the
cowl. This is a common error and, while it seems logical, the
reverse is actually true. To properly cool your engine, you
need more outlet, not more inlet. You want at least
2:1—preferably 3:1—air out to air in ratio. Otherwise, it
makes a dam and the air cannot come into the cowl because it
has nowhere to go out of the cowl. If you engine is not cooling

properly, try blocking off the other air inlet or opening the
belly of the cowl further.

USING KITCHEN APPLIANCES
From the Eugene Prop Spinners, Eugene, Oregon

I used to soak pieces of balsa in a pungent mix of ammonia
and water in order to bend them around wing tip forms, or
other compound curves, like a cowling form. Now I use the
microwave.

Soak the balsa (or even plywood) in water for a few minutes,
then zap it in the microwave. It comes out limp as a noodle,
and ready to form into complex shapes.

Also, Kraft used to sell little plastic clamps with parallel faces.
The tension was by a rubber band. These can be adjusted for
any amount of pressure depending on your rubber band.

Don’t overlook small spring-loaded electrical battery clamps
available from Radio Shack. These make nice clamps to hold
things in place while the glue dries.

Got a wing warp? A finished model is usually too big and
cumbersome to hold over a steaming kettle on your stove.
Soak a bath towel in water and put it in the microwave until it
is steaming hot. Wrap this around the warped wing. Have
some books handy to use as weights to stress the structure in
the proper direction a bit more than you would think; this is
because the structure will spring back somewhat when it is all
over. I hope you realize that even the finest and straightest
building board is not much use if a warp creeps in after
covering and painting. Butyrate dopes especially keep on
shrinking and pulling at the structure.

If you don’t have a MonoKote hot air gun, you can use an
ordinary hair dryer. It might take a bit longer, but it is safer
and you are not likely to melt the plastic film.

An easy way to cut large pieces of MonoKote is with a pizza
cutter. You know, this is a wheel with a handle. This works
well for irregular shapes of MonoKote.

PICTURES
You can view the photos in the newsletter in color at
http://flypcc.org/coppermine/   
Help make the newsletter and website better: take pictures and
send them in! Want to learn how? Check out this helpful page:
How to Send Photos.

WANT ADS:
We accept “Want Ads”, email me the information and I will
put it in here.
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Ken, John and Dave holding Eddie’s Yak.

Jake watches as Ellsworth flies.

Two tubes regenerative single channel rx. Made by Ace.

Nice day with friends (aka peanut gallery) at Richardson field.

Jake with Clark on buddy box.

Dennis starts the engine on his P-51.
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Next Meeting: Wednesday,  January 20th, 2010, 7:30 p.m. PCC Banquet January 23rd, 6:30 p.m.


