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WHAT’S HAPPENING @ PCC
Editor

Rain is not completely gone yet!
But the field is not too soggy.

Dennis, Phil and companies moved the Helicopter pad to the
south of the pilot stations. More work is still being done to
improve the area to make it safe for rotor wing and fixed wing
operation.

CLEAR DA PROP!
Dennis Lowry

March is upon us and summer approacheth!

It’s a big month for us in the PCC. The Oceana Interim Class
is Monday through Friday March 29 – April 2.

Already there are three events that will set it apart as a unique
experience for the students:

1)Eddie Andreini has volunteered to do a fly-by and host the
class at his hangar one day.

2)Marco Pinto is hosting a Pro-Am style FUN FLY and
awards ceremony on Friday Afternoon, April 2.

3)Aviation Ordnanceman Airman Elise Clover has
volunteered to open the classes with the National Anthem and
a discussion of life on the Aircraft Carrier Ronald Reagan.
Elise is the nicest Ordnanceman in the entire fleet, and will
definitely spruce up the opening day. Crazy, hunh?

I’m open to making this thing Fun, Informative, and Exciting.
If you have ideas, call me. Pick up the phone and call me now
(unless it’s after 9:00PM as you’re reading this). 415-285-
4496!!!

So, what else is happening?

The Board Members are all holding a draft version of an
updated set of PCC Rules. Look for it to be published in next
month’s newsletter. We’ll discuss it at the April meeting and
put it up for a vote at the May meeting. That will allow plenty
of time for discussion amongst the members, and I believe it’s
in accordance with the Constitution.

The helipad has been a matter of question lately. It has been
proposed that we move it to the south end of the pits. At that

Ken Martinez, Dave Santana and companies finished the
pavers foundation of the shed and it is ready to be occupied.
They also filled in the ruts under the cold pit area.
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location heli fliers can see the predominant pattern of fixed
wing aircraft landing. At the north end they face away from
all fliers and cannot see any aircraft landing or taking off. The
move puts them closer to the spectator area, but I think we
can maintain separation if the pad is far enough south. If you
have feelings about it come to the meeting and add to the
discussion. If you can draw it up in CAD, even better.

OK, so get your airplanes ready to fly. Fix your broken
covering; cycle those tired batteries, straighten your bent
gear; balance your props; check those old clevises, and get
ready for SUMMER! It’s almost here.

Get a park flier. Fix it up with a buddy box, and come fly at
the High School. We will always have somebody ready to fly
with you. Anytime that week, come and fly. Even without a
buddy box, come fly.

Alright, see you at the field (and the High School).

FEBRUARY MEETING MINUTES
Mike Solaegui

Minutes from February 2010 Membership meeting.

• 30 in attendance

• Guests: Barry Wood, Ralph Niermann, Martin Chorley.

• Raffle, a 4-Site flat foamy from J & M.

• Treasurer’s report: Greg Romine has a healthy report.

• Membership: 114 listed on the updated roster with Dean
Roberts voted in.

• Committee reports: none.

• Flight proficiency: Ellsworth is working with Mike Peck to
update the diagrams to match current field flight patterns.

• Safety report: no issues.

• Field report: Storage shed will be moved on to paver
platform this weekend and the mower will be moved from
the container still stored at the old field.

• Contest report: no contests.

• The Board of directors met a couple of weeks ago. The
agenda was:

 Review the Treasury
 Update the constitution
 Update the club rules
 Develop a list of emergency numbers for

members to be kept at the field and updated on
an annual basis

 Inform the Police, Sheriffs and Fire departments of
our location to in case of an emergency

• The Lake Hennessey float fly was a success with a lot of
help from Jake Chichilitti and friends, 14 pilots had great
weather.

• Ken Martinez and Jake Chichilitti will start putting together
a combat contest to be announced. 

• South Bay Soaring Society (http://sbss.org/) has a scale
glider event April 17 & 18. Check the web site.

• Jim Reimholz suggested a Presidents day event. Contact
him for more info.

• Oceana High School program is moving ahead with Dennis
Lowry working it. 

• Phill Hill and interested individuals are reworking the Heli
flight station location.

• AMA has a new program for instructor pilots that makes it
possible for a student to fly for 60 days with a registered
instructor without their own AMA membership.

SAD stories,  

• Ray Squires lost a beautiful Something Extra float plane
at the float fly,

• Dave Santana’s Citabria flipped in high winds during
takeoff,

• Neil Tsubota turned an Easy star into a float plane in the
Bay’s salty water,

• Ethan Jugg dove a trainer into the soft earth of the field
up to the wings.

• Dennis Lowry showed a ready-to-build and fly kit that he
intends to donate to the students involved during the
Oceana High project.

 • Gary Leopold finally finished a trainer that he started 15
years ago.

 • Ken has the landing gear on the Yak 9 for Eddie Andreini.

 • Mike Solaegui is looking for a good home for Alonzo
Richardson’s Dualist.

• Eric Einarsson is building a launch cart for landing gearless
planes.

 • Jake Chichilitti, another beautifully built plane, a
Something Extra on floats

 • Ray Granz, a Corsair from a swap meet.

 • Keith Costas is covering an RC rocket plane in aluminum
foil; I want to see it fly!

  Mike

 UPCOMING EVENTS
March
17 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room
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20 Mad Warbirds over Madera, Madera
27 Spring Swap Meet, SCCMAS, Morgan Hill
27 Electric Fun Fly, Lagoon Valley RC, Lagoon Valley
29-2 Oceana Interim Training Session, HMB
April
10-11 Float Fly, Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers
17-18 Los Banos Scale Fun fly, Los Banos
21 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room
May
15 Electric Fun Fly, SCCMAS, Morgan Hill
19 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

ARTICLE SUBMISSION
Warm up your fingers, get a cup of tea or coffee, plop
yourself in front of the keyboard. Assemble the letters into
words, form a paragraph or two. Or snap some photos (hey,
someone once said “a picture is worth a thousand words!”)
then send them to pcceditor@gmail.com and I will put them
in the fabulous newsletter of PCC for the world to admire.

DIST X VP JIM GIFFIN PASSED AWAY
  From Woodland Davis Aeromodelers Newsletter 3/10

Jim Giffin - Friend to All Modelers

It is with a great sadness that I report our District X Vice
President Jim Giffin passed away on Sunday January 31. Jim
loved his wife and family, and he served our country with
pride, but I want you all to know, Jim was so proud to be your
Vice President, and that the district was very important to
him. I know many of you knew Jim but for those that didn’t,
Jim belonged to clubs all over the district at one time or
another and helped to build many, as well as hold officer
positions in many more. He was the IMAA President for three
years and an IMAA AD before that. Jim became a District 10
AVP for Rich Hansen in December 6, 2000, and served with
distinction as a District AVP until July 2008. At that time Jim
took over the reins as the District X Vice President when Rich
stepped down to take on the role of AMA’s representative of
Government and Regulatory Affairs. Jim’s eight years of
service as an AVP earned him AMA’s Distinguished Service
Award which was presented to him by President Dave
Mathewson at the 2008 AMA Expo and Convention. Rich
wrote “Jim was a very close and dear personal friend. I
admired and respected him for his no-nonsense business
intellect and his straightforward approach to solving problems
and relating to people. We shared similar military
backgrounds as Army Aviators and an enduring love of all
aspects of aviation. Jim truly had a heart of gold and would
give you the shirt of his back or the prop off his plane if you
needed it.”

REVIEW

TWISTED HOBBYS VECTOR 31” EPP
Matt Abrams

Introduction

3D foamies are a dime a dozen. You can throw a rock into
your local hobby store and you’ll probably hit one.  Just going
by looks, it’s sometimes hard to tell a good design from a bad.
But over the last few years, smaller companies have refined
their designs, altered the materials used and come out with a
good crop of lightweight, excellent flying, durable planes.
Picking the one that is right for you sometimes requires a bit
of research.  I hope this review will help.

The first thing you will notice is the Vector’s striking paint
scheme.  The rich use of paint gives solid coverage on the
porous epp foam which is rare to see. But as an added bonus,
it also helps stiffen the normally bendable foam with no loss
of durability. The Vector is the perfect travel companion. At
31” wingspan and 6.7oz, it easily fits in most trunks, back
seats or on top of the rest of your larger planes in the back of
your SUV. Its light weight and EPP construction allowed the
Vector to survive 11 ‘testing’ crashes with only a single
broken prop to show for it. Its durability combined with its
very good 3D abilities makes it a great 3D trainer or
lunchtime flyer.

Kit Contents

The kit arrived in a box that included 3 layers of cardboard on
the bottom and newspaper stuffing above to make sure that
the plane arrived safe and sound.

Includes:

plane body
carbon fiber pushrods,
z-bend wires, control
horns
stick motor mount
shrink tubing
Velcro

The Power Combo (sold separately) supplied by Twisted
Hobbies includes:
24 gram, 1500 KV motor
with prop saver
12 amp ESC
9 gram servo
5 gram servos (x2)
9x4.7 GWS Slowfly prop
2mm bullet connectors (x3)

I supplied my own Spektrum AR 6100 receiver, micro Deans
connectors and 2s 460mah Rhino lipo packs.
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Assembly

This is one quick build. I managed to assemble and glue the
entire plane, motor mount, servos, and control horns in the
span of my son’s 1-hour nap. Actually setting up the pushrods
was the most time-consuming process in the build and even
that was pretty straightforward. The total time for the build,
including soldering the electronics, was 3 hours and 45
minutes. I’m not going to walk you through the entire build as
I simply don’t have room for it in the newsletter, but I assure
you, this is the easiest and fastest ARF build I have ever done.

Here are a few of the highlights:

• Tabs are cut into all of the pieces of foam so they lock
together and almost guarantee that the pieces will be
aligned.

• All of the control surfaces are pre-hinged at the factory
using welders adhesive. The hinges are clean looking and
strong. Holes are pre-cut for both the servos and the control
horns

• Carbon Fiber wing and elevator support tubes are pre-
installed as well.

• The plane is glued together using hot glue, which makes for
a very fast build. The entire plane took less than half of a
stick of hot glue to complete.

• The servo pushrods took up the largest amount of time
because they have to be measured exactly to size with z-
bends on each side. If you use some Dubro micro easy
connectors, it will allow for adjustment after the pushrods
are completed.

• The electronics need to have motor bullet connectors
soldered on and your battery connector plug of choice
attached. The motor quickly bolts in to the supplied stick
mount and the rest of the electronics and be attached with
Velcro or hot glue.

Flight Report

Unlike balsa planes or
larger foam planes, there
is nothing stressful about
maidening this foamy.
You just throttle up, let it
go and it flies. I had my
CG back a little past a 1/3rd of the wing and it only needed 1
click of elevator to fly level right side up and inverted. I have
flown this plane in winds ranging from calm to 10mph, but it
is a lot more fun in 5mph or less.

Enough can’t be said for the Vector’s crash durability and
good 3D flight characteristics. To improve your reaction
times and train your thumbs for low to the ground 3D on your
bigger planes, small foamies like this are invaluable. It might
not look as sexy as your balsa planes, but your balsa planes
also can’t hit the ground a few hundred times without taking

any damage either. Plus, having the plane low to the ground
allows you to see exactly what it is doing in different
orientations, which makes it easier to train your thumbs. And
you can’t forget the fun factor. Take the stress of crashing
away and it frees you to try all kinds of maneuvers you
wouldn’t risk on other planes.

Hover: The Vector is a great hover trainer. Once you get it in
a hover position, it takes very little throw to keep it there. The
hardest part of learning to hover this plane is to not over
control it.

Harrier/Elevator: Harriers and elevators were rock free right
side up and inverted. They could easily be steered around
using the rudder without inducing a lot of rock.

Knife edge: On a calm day, it’s easy to get a nice long knife
edge pass a foot off the ground, all the way down the runway.
The Vector takes very little rudder to hold a knife edge, but
give it too much and she will roll out. The left knife edge had
almost no coupling, but the right needed just a few clicks of
rudder to aileron and rudder to elevator mixing. After that, it
held the knife edge perfectly straight.

Conclusion

If you’re looking to improve your 3D skills or just want a nice
small plane that you can leave in the trunk and have with you
at all times, I would seriously consider the Vector.  If you’re
looking for a plane that doesn’t cost an arm and a leg to get in
the air and will last you many hundreds of flights, again the
Vector fits the bill. This is very competent 3D plane in a
small durable package.  And when you crank the rates up, this
plane is more nimble then most other EPP planes in this size
that I have flown.

I really don’t have a single bad thing to say about the build, it
was fast and very straightforward. The flight characteristics
for general flight and 3D flight were both excellent, but take
the time to find the throws and amount of expo that is right
for you. The Vector is still fun to
fly in moderate winds, but on calm
days, it’s a blast.
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Jim and granddaughter Ava.

Matt helps Robert with his helicopter problems.

Mike helps a new pilot on the set up.

Matt’s high alpha forward flight.

Jake works on Ramzi’s electric glider.

Greg’s new Steven Aeromodel XS480.
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Next Meeting: Wednesday,  March 17th, 2010, 7:30 p.m.


