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September 2010 Next Meeting: Sept 15th, 2010 AMA Chartered Club # 139

Web Site: http://flypcc.org/ Field Phone: 650-712-4423
President Dennis Lowry 415-285-4496 dlowry@groupdelphi.com
Vice President Oliver Salles 650-375-1960 N.A.
Secretary Mike Solaegui 415-314-6261 mikes@perfectedgecutlery.com
Treasurer Greg Romine 650-736-7230 gsromine@stanford.edu
Field Safety Officer Matt Abram 415-370-3323 matt@matt-abrams.com
Membership Chairman Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851 N.A.
Webmaster Pete Johnson 408-298-5738 petej@petej.com
Editor Brian Chan 650-577-0687 pcceditor@gmail.com

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ PCC
Editor

I am not sure what is exactly happening here!

CLEAR DA PROP!
Dennis Lowry

Hello Folks,

The September meeting would be a great time to come out
and let your voice be heard.

As many of you know the rent on the Milbrae Chetcuti Room
that we hold our meetings in has gone up to $60.00 a month.
Since the last meeting I’ve learned that our AMA insurance
will cover the requirement to list the city of Milbrae as an

additionally insured, but there’s a once a year $60.00 fee for
that as well.

There are options, but we should decide soon since time waits
for no one.

Also, I believe the indoor flying should be starting soon since
we’ve secured the insurance to cover Oceana High School.
Hopefully Jake will have some new info, and we can start
flying micro.

Then the charging station group should have a report on that
project. Is it solar; is it wind, is it wave, or is it sears/petrol?
Do you need to charge batteries? Please don’t burn your car
down.

That’s all I’ve got for now.

If you haven’t been out in August, it’s time to go fly!

See ya’ out there.

Dennis

MINUTES FROM AUGUST MEETING
Mike Salaegui

08-18-10

• 41 in attendance.

• Raffle prize, an Eflite mini Showtime thanks to J&M
Hobbies.

• Membership growing, @ 128.

• Bayside’ big sale on Oct 30.

• Float fly at Lake Hennessey the last Saturday of September
(9/25/2010).
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• Members are looking into a less expensive meeting room,
we are being required to provide an insurance policy for the
new year.

• We are going to round up the camera equipment and with
help get it installed in the storage shed.

• Sadly, no sad stories. 

• Show and tell,

Jake flew his vapor in the meeting room.

Mike P. picked up a scratch built Flying Wing @ the
Tomcats swap meet, very well designed.

Ray Squires pulled a rocket motor out of mothballs.

Matt Abrams brought a new F3A 2 meter pattern plane.

LAKE HENNESSEY FLOAT FLY
Jake Chichilitti

September 25th, 2010
Here is a heads up for our next float fly at Lake Hennessey on
Saturday September 25, 2010. Unless a disaster strikes I'll be
there with the retrieval boat around 9:30 or so. The road to
Lake Hennessey is Route 128/Sage Canyon Road. You can
go up Hwy 29 and turn right at Rutherford or go up the
Silverado Trail and look for the sign and turn right. Our
flying site is about 3 miles or so up the road. If you come to
the boat launching ramp you went too far. Go back about 1/4
mile and look for a gravel parking area.

That's about it, I hope to see a good group up there.

Flying will begin approximately 9:30 AM after a brief pilots
meeting. Glow, gas and electric planes are o.k. We will have
a retrieval boat available. Bring food, drinks and a chair as the
only facility is an outhouse. I would request a $1.00 donation
per pilot to maintain the retrieval boat and pay the launch fee.

The closest town to the lake is Rutherford. Check the weather
before driving up. 

We will cancel if the wind is above 15 MPH

We had a great get together in June, let's do it again!

Thanks, Jake

(If you have a GPS, put in 38.481671, -122.364913 and that
should get you there to the parking area. It is about 90 miles
from San Mateo. —Brian)

OPEN B COMBAT AT PCC
Ken Martinez

October 9, Saturday, 9 am – 1 pm at PCC field. The
flying field will be CLOSED to non-combat traffic during the
contest, spectators welcome. Normal flying resumes after the
combat is done or we run out of combat planes!! BBQ to
follow.

UPCOMING EVENTS
September
4 Tomcat’s Electric fly-in, SCCMAS, Santa Clara
6 Labor Day.
15 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room
18 Los Banos Aerotow, SBSS, Los Banos
17-19 Fresno Jet Rally, Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno
25 PCC Float Fly, Lake Hennessey, Rutherford.
October
8-10 Jet Fly, Woodland-Davis Aeromodelers, Woodland
9 Open B Combat at PCC, 9am-1pm, BBQ follows.
20 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

FIRST PCC CAPTION CONTEST

“The older we get, the more trouble we have with
“frequency!”, submitted by Mark B.
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LEARNING TO DO A ROLL
Paul Lum

An easy way to learn how to roll an airplane is to practice at
home using your transmitter. You can practice this while
watching television. By practicing this at home, your fingers
will have the "feel" of how to do it and you won't have to
think through all the steps when you're flying your airplane.

While sitting in front of your television, imagine your plane
in the air, two mistakes high, going along at mid throttle.
Give a bit of up elevator to put the plane in a slight incline
and then release stick. Give right aileron and hold it there
until the plane is upright again. Give a jab of down elevator
when in the plane is inverted. Release the stick when the
plane is upright and then give a little up elevator to bring the
plane level. When you have the feel of all of these stick
movements then try it with your airplane. At the field, all you
have to do is to decide how much throw to give your stick and
when. Practice, practice, practice.

Follow these steps as a minimum and you’ve just improved
your odds of getting things running during the first attempt.

VISITING MUNCIE
Brian Chan

Two weeks ago I had the opportunity to visit the AMA HQ at
Muncie, IN. I was there as part of the organizing team for the
F5B/D World Championships. The site is about 4 miles south
east of center of Muncie. It is about 700 acres of green grass
with the outlaying area planted with soybean and corn. I was
told the income from the soybean and corn pays for the
mowing cost. It is an amazing site and sight! I was sitting in
the field for most of the week (as a pylon judge for the F5B
distance task), looking at acres of mowed grass field was a
sight to behold, endless mowed area to fly. I was lucky as the
weather was cool (to the local standard) and somewhat dry.

The flying site divided into 8 areas, paved area for control
line circles, runways for wheeled aircrafts and mowed grass
area for whatever you want to fly! There are numerous
buildings spotted around the ground for equipment storage.
The main building houses all the AMA office staff, including
the membership department, the Model Aviation/Park Flyer
editorial staffs. There is also a large conference room on the
second floor. Across the road to the main flying area, a
building houses the AMA museum, the AMA gift shop, the
plans department and a classroom for training.

The AMA museum is not very big, but it is full (and I mean
FULL) of models hanging from the ceiling, on the wall and in
display cases. There is also a mock hobby shop built within
the museum. The display aircraft include free flight aircraft,
old timers, gliders, motor-powered aircraft and helicopters.
There is also a large collection of engines housed in display
cases. The plan department has all the plans available on site.

You can walk up to the counter and order the plan you want
and you will get it in 5-10 minutes.

There is also a well stocked hobby store on a lot nearby (it
does not belong to AMA) that is operated by a local modeler.
There is also a small private airfield nearby. One can fly in to
the airport and then fly his models at AMA . Too bad it is too
far for us Californian to go to fly there, too humid too!

AMA Headquarter building viewed from the entrance.

“You are here” sign lists all the activities happening that day.

All road signs are about 4 feet tall, so low flying aircraft are
ok! (More photos available on the PCC web site.)
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AMA Museum/gift Shop at AMA HQ, Muncie, IN.

A mock hobby shop in the AMA Museum.

Aircraft display in the AMA Museum.

Inside AMA Museum.

WALKER PLANE STAND
Brian Chan

I did not invent this, I saw it first at the Castle IMAA Rally a
few years back. The one I saw, the guy had two PVC pipe
football “Goal Posts” to hold the plane. I just modified his
design after I saw a similar plane stand in a Japanese model
magazine. The nicest part of this stand is it is foldable; it folds
up to about 5 inches thick. You can bring it to the flying field
easily. I picked mine up at garage sales for less than $5.00.
You can also look for them at Craigslist.com, most of them
are almost new.

Stock Walker

My Modified Version.
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Mike and Jim buddy-box a new modeler.

Jay hand-launching Mike’s Wing-thingie, what form!

Dennis presenting his model to the higher authority!

That’s Larry’s electric helicopter.

A typical weekend “educational” session.

An unexpected visitor, a fledgling parasailer at adjacent hill.
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Next Meeting: Wednesday, September 15th, 2010, 7:30 p.m.


