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October 2010 Next Meeting: October 20th, 2010 AMA Chartered Club # 139

Web Site: http://flypcc.org/ Field Phone: 650-712-4423
President Dennis Lowry 415-285-4496 dlowry@groupdelphi.com
Vice President Oliver Salles 650-375-1960 N.A.
Secretary Mike Solaegui 415-314-6261 mikes@perfectedgecutlery.com
Treasurer Greg Romine 650-736-7230 gsromine@stanford.edu
Field Safety Officer Matt Abram 415-370-3323 matt@matt-abrams.com
Membership Chairman Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851 N.A.
Webmaster Pete Johnson 408-298-5738 petej@petej.com
Editor Brian Chan 650-577-0687 pcceditor@gmail.com

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ PCC
Editor

PCC Gang at the United Airline Family Day @ SFO
Note the new club banner!

(Mike, Mike, Ray, Don [from Tomcats], Dennis, Brian)

****************************
Dues, Dues, Dues!!!

AMA and Club renewals due soon!
Renew your AMA membership soon in order to get the

2011 Card before January. Remember, no AMA card, no
flying at PCC!

CLEAR DA PROP!
Dennis Lowry

Hello Folks,

September was a very good month for PCC, organizationally.
At the meeting we decided to stay in the Millbrae Library
Chetcuti Room through the end of the year, so I’ve asked
Greg to look into the contract with the city. We can hear the
upshot of that from him at the October meeting. So, most
excellent: I like going to the meeting, knowing that the doors
will actually be open.

Two events are happening in October that you will have heard
of by the time this article is in print:

First, is the GREAT COMBAT OVER HALF MOON BAY
where our combat specialists will flex their muscles and show
the world their skill and preparation. Ken says you have to
know how to rebuild and Jake says you have to prepare. Good
Luck Guys. Let’s hope this goes off with fun, and
sportsmanship. It is a great thing to invite these players from
the West Coast region to our facility.

Second, is our participation in the United Airlines Family and
Fun event on October 10, at SFO. Mike Klass put this
together, and again I hope it becomes a yearly event where we
can go out into the public and show our presence. It should
encourage membership, and spread awareness that old guys
like us can still get it up and have some fun.

I’m hoping the indoor flying will be starting soon and Jake
will have some more info at the meeting. Locating the
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insurance document and life in general seems to be the issue
here.

At the next meeting the charging station group should have a
report on their project. I’d like to hear a proposal of funding
it, and how it is handled into the future. Environmentally,
how do we dispose of the refuse (batteries etc.), and who will
be responsible for the maintenance. We postponed discussion
in September so the team could organize it a little further, and
by so doing, a good generator was offered up by Roger
Tennyson as a donation. I’d like to see this happen, because it
would be a good draw into the facility. (It will be like a hotel
with WiFi that actually works.)

Ok, I’m running on now, but… I had a discussion with our
landlord last month, and he is happy with the club as we are
on the site, and our stability there is as assured as we can
make it without owning the property ourselves. Having said
that, please don’t do anything reckless (like starting a fire), or
be rude to any of our visitors. We are always looking for new
venues, but we’ve got to protect what we’ve got.

Here’s my last tip for the day: It’s going to start raining soon,
so go out and buy some of that yellow liquid the kids used to
call glue and BUILD something. It’s so seldom done these
days, but its loads of enjoyment, and really soothes the mind.

I’ll see you at the field, and don’t laugh if I demonstrate my
trick of rolling an airplane from wing tip to nose to wingtip.

Thanks,

Dennis

MINUTES FROM SEPT. MEETING                      
Mike Solaegui

PCC meeting 9-14-10

 • 30 members in attendance

 • David Wright, guest

�• Minutes approved from August

�• Raffle prize from J & M Hobbies, T28 Park zone indoor
flier suitable for Jake’s auditorium project in Pacifica

�• Membership @ 130 and growing: we have a cap of 150

�• We thank Mike Peck specifically for maintaining the grassy
areas and for cutting the paths in the field. All of the
members have contributed to a very well maintained field.

 • Combat Contest, Saturday October 9 at our field from 9:00
till noon, anything 3lb or under can participate.

�• Float fly, Lake Hennessey September 25.

�• Be aware, The Pumpkin Festival is on October 16.

�• Our president spoke with the landlord to discuss his and our
long term plans. He is very happy with us for now and sees
no problem with our staying long term. He is agreeable to
our smoothing the runway as long as the underlayment can

be worked back into the soil when we leave.

�• Roger Tennison brought some balsa, Mono Coat and a
tool/plane cart that he silent raffled. He donated the
proceeds to the club. He also donated a generator that will
be the centerpiece of the charging station that Matt Abrams
is handling.

• AMA for a $60.00 fee will insure us for the meeting room;
we will at least stay through January 2011.

�S.A.D. stories

�• As we all know there is a small hill at the edge of the field,
Skip somehow located it with his Brio.

UPCOMING EVENTS
October
8-10 Jet Fly, Woodland-Davis Aeromodelers, Woodland
9 Open B Combat at PCC, 9am-1pm, BBQ follows.
16-17 Pumpkin Fest @ HMB, Traffic Alert!!!
16 Aero-Tow day @Los Banos, SBSS
20 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room

November
6 Last Tomcat Swap Meet of the Year, Gilroy.
11 Veterans Day 2010
17 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room
26 Thanksgiving Day.

December
15 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room
24 Christmas Eve!
25 Christmas Day!
26 Boxing Day! (Canada)

B ATTLE O VER H ALF M OON BAY
COMBAT CONTEST

 Jake Chichilitti

Saturday 9 October PCC Club field.

I arrived at the field at 0800 only to find Dave Santana, Andy
Erwin and his son Jason Erwin already there and prepping
their combat models for action. Andy and Jason were burning
the midnight oil at Dave's house on Friday night helping him
build another combat model for the contest.

The weather was great all day with blue skies and pleasant
temperatures. We couldn't have picked a better day. Thank
you, Mother Nature.

Also thanks go to Ellsworth Crowell for lending me his
bullhorn and card table and Dennis Lowry for picking up the
lunch fixings and handling the BBQ. Dennis also prepared the
award certificates for the winners. Thanks to all the PCC
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members that allowed us to put on this event and came out to
the contest to help judge and spectate.

Now for the results. We flew twelve five-minute rounds. That
is one solid hour of combat flying. It was my job to time the
rounds and more than once I was so caught up in the action
that I nearly forgot to check my stop watch at the end of the
five minute round. It was that exciting.

As usual there was some carnage, but that is to be expected.
Just describing the action or watching it on a video doesn't
convey the excitement like watching it in person.

In fifth place was John Bassetto flying a Gremlin. John, how
much dust did you have to knock off of them?

Andy Erwin flying a Battle Axe took fourth place. Andy and
his son drove up from Exeter, CA, to attend our contest. We
can't thank you enough for supporting us.

Third place was awarded to Ken Martinez flying a Mako. Ken
was also the spark plug that organized the event.

Dave Santana also flying a Mako won second place. Dave is a
natural combat pilot and could win just about any contest he
enters. He and Ken also do the loudest cheering when they
make a cut. It was fun to listen to them going at it.

So, in, first place with a well-deserved win was Jason Erwin.
Jason was the youngest pilot by far. I believe he is still a
junior, but could he fly, his first round scored over 400 points
and that's a lot of points. Not only did he win, but also he
used the same model for all twelve rounds; a truly amazing
performance. (It is not uncommon that a plane will not finish
one round, ed)

Congratulations one and all and I hope we can host the
Second Annual Battle over Half Moon Bay next year!

Jake Chichilitti
Contest Director

Jason Erwin, the winner.

Combat action (more photos at PCC web site).

Can’t win every time! John poses with a midair casualty.
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FLOAT FLY REPORT

I was told the float fly did happen and some one flew into a
tree!

Here is a report from Ken Martinez,

“It (the tree, I presume!) reached out and grabbed my
twin Mako. Mike Sol climbed the tree but couldn't get it down.
Martin V and I went to HD after we ate at Big D's and got
some twine (free) went back, after 10 to 12 attempts got it
down wing tip bent with both ailerons broken and float tips
snapped off all repairable.”

SERVO ARMS
by Richard  Lindberg

“Those pesky servos—why can’t I ever find one that’s
properly centered? Every time I attach an arm, it seems as
though the servo center shifts! What’s going on here?”

Sound familiar? What causes this and what can you do about
it?

All (standard-sized) servos today have splined shafts on
which those servo arms are bolted. The problem arises
because of the number of splines (teeth) on those
shafts—Airtronics and JR use 23 splines, Hitec uses 24, and
Futaba uses 25. (Your radio may be different—grab a servo
and count the splines on the shaft to find out. Use a
magnifying glass!) This is a really neat feature, and you
should take advantage of it when you set up your airplane!

Put a servo arm on a servo. Now, every time you lift and
rotate the arm by one spline, you change its position by a
fixed number of degrees: for Airtronics or JR, this is 15.65º
(23 splines), for Futaba it’s 14.4º (25 splines), and for Hitec
it’s an even 15º (24 splines). The formula is simple: 360º
divided by the number of splines. Now consider that your
servo arms have an even number of fingers—two, four, even
six. You can see by experimenting that rotating the servo arm
and putting each finger as near as possible to where its
predecessor was (about 90º, or 180º, or 60º) will result in a
shift in position of 3.91º, 3.6º or 3.75º for Airtronics/JR,
Futaba, and Hitec respectively. The formula is equally
simple: 360º divided by (the product of the number of splines
times the number of fingers). So, for Futaba, finger one is
assumed at 0º, finger two (rotating clockwise) is placed at
3.6º offset, finger three at 7.2º, and finger four at 10.8º. (For
Airtronics/JR, use multiples of 3.91º, and for Hitec use 3.75º).

_“Whoa, that’s too complicated for me!” I hear you
exclaiming. Well, don’t worry about it—just keep rotating
and pressing on the servo arm until you get a finger as close
as possible to that magic 90º position.

One of those fingers will be right. (Actually, Futaba makes it
simple—the fingers are numbered! Choose number one and

you’re there. JR has a raised dot in the lower right of its
number one finger. It doesn’t matter as much with Hitec, as
there are even numbers of splines, and two of the fingers (out
of four) will be right at any time.

Incidentally, the number of splines being different is the
reason why servo arms are not interchangeable between
servos of different brands—don’t try to use Futaba arms on
JR servos, etc.

This also clears up the apparent servo-centering shift. Most of
the servos today have electronics that are so good that
mechanical centering is a thing of the past and isn’t
necessary. If you in fact have a servo that won’t center
properly, or consistently, it’s probably bad! Send it back for
repairs!

UNITED FAMILY DAY @ SFO
Brian Chan

10/10/10 (October 10th, 2010) was the date United Airlines set
for a Family Day at San Francisco Airport United
Maintenance Facility. The date coincides with Fleet Week
activities in San Francisco Bay. The Family Day is a giant
carnival event for UA employees and their families. There are
many display booths set up in and outside of the hangars.
There are displays of cars, trucks, airplanes (including a fleet
of UA airliners). The main attraction was the US Navy Blue
Angel flight demo team.

PCC was invited by UA through Mike Klass to set up a club
display at the fair. Six of us, Mike Klass, Mike Peck, Ray
Grantz, Dennis Lowry, myself and Don Coulter (Tomcats)
were there to set up and man the booth. We arrived at the
hangar about 9 am. We did not leave till 5 pm. We had many
airplanes on display and a flight simulator station to show
visitors how to fly. Mike also had a video of model planes in
an infinite loop playing on a laptop.

An estimated 15,000 people attended the event (not sure if
that includes all the people with the displays). It was nice we
had an insider to show us around the place. Ray was a
mechanic with UA. He worked at the same hangar we were
in.

We had a busy day, I don’t think all 15000 persons stopped at
our booth, but it seems at least half did! The Flight Sim was a
big hit, we could have sold it many times.

The biggest grin was on Don’s face; he built a model of the
C-130 and decorated the plane with the Fat Albert paint
scheme. He was hoping to have pictures taken of the model in
front of the real Fat Albert. We did that, also managed to have
the pilots of the Fat Albert to sign his model and have them in
a picture with Don and the C-130!!

We all agreed that we will come back again next year!
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The Fat Albert Crew with Don.

PCC booth.

Mike and his B-25.

Mike answers questions.

Long line to get in the airplane (that goes nowhere!)

Airplanes, airplanes, airplanes everywhere.
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Next Meeting: Wednesday, October 20th, 2010, 7:30 p.m.


