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September 2013 Next Meeting: September 18th, 2013  AMA Chartered Club # 139 

 

Web Site: http://flypcc.org/  Field Phone: 650-712-4423 
 

President Mike Solaegui 415-314-6261 mikes@perfectedgecutlery.com 
Vice President Oliver Salles 650-375-1960 N.A. 
Secretary Dennis Lowry 415-285-4496 dennis.lowry@groupdelphi.com 
Treasurer Greg Romine 650-736-7230 gsromine@stanford.edu 
Field Safety Officer / Webmaster Matt Abrams 415-370-3323 matt@matt-abrams.com 
Membership Chairman Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851 N.A. 
Editor/Flight Proficiency 
Chairman 

Brian Chan 650-867-8813 pcceditor@gmail.com 

    

WHAT’S HAPPENING  @ PCC 
Lake Hennessey Float Fly 

Date:  Saturday, September 28, 2013 
The virtual address is 920 Sage Canyon Road, St Helena, 
Ca 94574, It is not a real number on the street but just a 
location for Google Map search. It is about 90 miles from San 
Mateo.  

 
Ray Squires will be at the lake setting up the retrieval boat 
around 9:30 AM.  It will be hot at the lake so bring plenty of 

water. There is no food service nearby, so bring food. There 
is a toilet about 1/2 mile down the road at the boat ramp. 

If you are bringing a boat to run, please do not run it in the 
aircraft landing and take off area.  If you are not on 2.4 GHz 
please check for a frequency conflict with the other 
pilots.  Bring a chair and a lunch and we will probably fly 
until 3:00 PM. 

Electric, Glow and Gas planes are o.k. 

NO ARMED POWER SYSTEM 
ALLOWED IN THE PIT 

  
There was an incident last weekend at the 
field; an ARMED airplane was left 
unattended on the workbench in the cold pit 
area. The electric motor came on when a 
child reached for the transmitter. The 
whirling propeller was within inches of the 
face of the child. Luckily, quick thinking and 
actions from several people prevented any 
injury. 
 
NO ARMED SYSTEM WILL BE ALLOWED in the cold 
pit. All electric powered aircraft are to be ARMED (battery 
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connected to the ESC) just prior to taxi onto the runway. And 
ALL planes are to be ARMED on the arming table next to the 
entrance to the runway. Larger airplanes that do not fit on the 
table are to be armed next to the arming table and then 
proceed to the runway. Disarm power system BEFORE 
entering the cold pit area. Taxiing under power is 
STRICTLY prohibited in the hot and cold pit. This applies 
to both electric and glow/gas powered aircrafts. You must 
walk or carry the airplane, after the glow/gas engine is started, 
to the entrance to the runway. If you want to test run the 
power system of an electric powered airplane, do so at the test 
stands in the hot pit area. DO NOT RUN UP MOTOR IN 
THE COLD PIT AREA. 

We are getting too relaxed regarding the arming/disarming 
procedures of the electric powered airplanes. We don't need 
an injury to remind us how serious this can be. Let's be safe 
and follow the safety rules. 

 
AUGUST  MEETING MINUTES   
 
PCC Monthly Meeting Minutes 

August 21st, 2013 

Call to order by President Mike Solaegui 

The July Minutes were approved. 

Guest: Mark Replan, Eric Bravo’s friend. His brother 
Michael was here in June meeting. Mark is an aeronautic 
student at UC Irvine. He wants to learn to fly and build a 
plane to help him understand the school works. 

Warren Robinson, returning member.  

Raffle prize:  Great Planes ElectriFly YardStik and an E-flite 
Lipo Voltage Checker from J&M Hobby House. The Raffle 
Duo, John and Eric work hard to keep the donut and coffee at 
the meeting.  The proceeds from the raffle helps pay for the 
refreshment at the meeting.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: We are in the black. 

Membership: 91 Paid to date, 19 pending. 

Safety: Matt lost a plane in the heavy fog, took 3 hours to 
find the plane. While looking for his lost plane, he made close 
acquaintance with about 150 ticks. The moral of the story is, 
don’t fly in the fog. 

Tick season: from May-ish to August-ish, weather 
dependence. 

Helicopters:  OK to takes off and lands from the North  side 
of the pit. Flying to be done on the East side of the runway. 
No flying on the West side of the runway, as with the Fixed 
Wing models. 

News: 

Solaegui: We now have a 800W generation. IF you are 
charging batteries at the field, start the generator and let it 
runs for couple hour. If you are the last one to leave, turn off 
generator.  The generator runs on 2 cycle oil/gasoline mix. 
DO NOT POUR IN JUST GASOLINE. 

Matt: No contest, thus no contest report! Joe De Renci has a 
new plane by Dalton, powered by a 170c.c. gas engine. 

John Bassetto, Eric Einarrson: Went to Deadman Pass, 
Mammoth, Ca and flew off the Deadman Pass. (read the 
whole story in elsewhere of this issue of newsletter). 

Float Fly at Lake Hennessey: September 28. For more 
information, contact Ray Squires. 

Show and Tell. 

Greg Romine, Dragon Rapid/DH-4 from Pat Trittle, covered 
with tissues. Eze Dope, by Deluxe materials. The traditional 
modellers tissue shrinking dope. A safe, non-toxic alternative 
to the traditional flammable dope liquid. Its safe 
non-flammable formula has little odour and brushes are water 
washable. Furthermore, it is super thin and easily brushes to 
shrink tissue, drying quickly to a traditional tough fuel proof 
semi matt finish. Put Balsaloc on the wood frame, then iron 
on the tissue then apply Eze Dope. 

  
Mike Solaegui, brought in one of the two nacelles of his F7F 
Tigercat from KMP of Canada. The plane will have 4500W 
of oomph under the hood. 
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Maurice Zaldana: Model Tech Great Lake bi-plane. A real 
sheet sand sticks model of olden days. He modified the upper 
wing mount to fit his need. It will be powered by an Enya CX 
45 glow engine. 

 
Eric Einarsson: Home made self-designed glider. Fuselage 
is from a plastic downspout (square) and the flying surfaces 
are bolted on to the fuselage. There is no spar on the wing. 

 
John Bassetto: Foam Corsair plane, old design by Aerofoam. 
The material is EPP (Expanded Polypropylene). 

 

Matt Abrams: E-Flite C-Ray, modified to be used as a FPV 
platform. Camera mounte don the canopy. He also has a 
downlink setup so he can see what the camera sees from the 
ground. The plane is very fast. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
Raffle winners:    Battery checker   Steve Williams 
  Electrifly YardStik   Ruth. 

 

Brian Chan for Dennis. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
September 
2  Labor Day 
14 FunFly @ Tomcats, SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, Ca 
18 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Rm, Millbrae 
28 Lake Hennessey Float Fly, St. Helena, Ca 

October 
10 US Scale Masters Championships, Woodland/Davis, Ca 
14  Columbus Day 
16 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Rm, Millbrae 
19-20 HMB Art & Pumpkin Fest. 
26 Bayside Auction, Holy Spirit Church, Fremont, Ca 
31 Halloween, watch out for those gremlins on the road! 

November 
2  Tomcats swap meet, SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, Ca  
20 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Rm, Millbrae 
28 Thanksgiving. 

 
 
 
More details information at: http://www.ncrcs.com/ If you 
know any event that you would like me to post it here, please 
email the information to me, pcceditor@gmail.com 
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ENYA ENGINE REWORK 
Neil D. Reid, PCC 

I forget just when, say about 20 years ago I shut down the 
sweet running Enya 46-4C in my scale J3 Cub, never 
occurring to me that so much time would pass before I would 
try to start it again.  So I did not prudently pickle it inside and 
out with Marvel Mystery Oil or some such other to protect the 
delicate innards from disuse. 

I recently rejoined my original club, PCC, paid my dues and 
reactivated my old AMA number.  But when I brought out the 
Cub from storage I was in for disappointment.  In spite of a 
new glow battery, fresh fuel and a Sullivan starter, I could not 
make this old dog bark, let alone hunt.   What to do? 

Then I came across an ad by B.J.’s Model Engine Service - 
some company I never heard of back in Beacon Falls, CT. I 
went to their web page http://bj-model-engines.com and it 
looked real serious so I packed up my sick old engine and 
mailed it off - fingers crossed. 

A short time later comes back an email from Bill Jenson.  
They have torn down and inspected my engine.  
“Compression low but push rods not bent.  Found gummed up 
and rusted internals - both main bearings and both cam 
bearings rusty and rough.  Tappets stuck in cover.  Carburator 
needs cleaning.  Piston and rings gummed up but OK.  Valves 
need cleaning and lapping.  Has a two-stroke plug- needs four 
stroke….  This was followed by an itemized parts list, plus 
Labor estimate.  Quite reasonable all things considered and a 
whole lot less than a new engine (which Enya no longer 
makes). 

A week or so later my engine comes back looking like new 
and accompanied by a plastic bag of sorry looking parts they 
had replaced.  Back on the mounts a few priming turns, 
connect the glow lead and a hand flip of the 12” prop had it 
running again.  

Was that the end of the story?  

Before I could go flying things in life developed and I had to 
leave it sitting for about four months.  When I tried to start it, 
I could not get it to fire.   I emailed Bill Jensen and he 
suggested checking the carb for contamination.  I did but 
could not find anything so I removed the valve cover and it 
appeared to me that one of the exhaust/intake valve tappets 
was not moving.  I packaged all together and mailed it. 

A week or so later back comes my engine.  Bill writes me 
they had checked it over, found nothing wrong readjusted 
everything and replaced an idle adjustment screw that was 
missing and replaced the prop washer with a correct one.  No 
Charge!  Just a wish for happy flying.  Whatever was wrong 
they fixed it. My engine runs sweet and strong again. 

It really makes me feel good to know that in this modern 
world there are still people going about a business they enjoy 
and providing quality service that is special and unique. 

Neil  

SERVODATABASE.COM 
 
Looking for the specification of a specific servo? Search no 
more, go to http://servodatabase.com. It has all the 
information that the manufacturers supplied in the box that 
the servo came it. Just go there and find the brand name and 
put in the model number. 

 
 

RIGHT TOOL FOR THE JOB 
Brian Chan 

 
You need to get the proper tool to get the job done correctly! 
Recently I acquired a Hangar 9 Christen Eagle on line from a 
local flyer. He also flies full scale aircrafts, as he claimed 
when I met with him at Reed-Hillview airport to take delivery 
of the model. 

I do my usual "once over" the whole plane to make sure 
everything is done properly as I don't know this fellow I 
purchase the plane from. This is an ARF model, majority of 
the building were done by the manufacturer (not that can be 
trusted sometime!) 

I removed the propeller and spinner to get under the hood to 
check the motor installation.  To my surprise, I found the 
propeller has a hole about almost 1/8" larger than the motor 
shaft! Same goes for the spinner back plate. Worst yet, the 
holes looked like they were make by using a hand drill with 
the wrong size drill bit! The holes are irregular in shape, not 
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round by any means.  The seller claimed the plane has been 
flown. I was surprised he can center the propeller and spinner 
on the motor shaft!! And the model did not shake itself apart. 

 
How do you center a propeller like this? 

 Slightly out of round? 

 
Get the proper propeller reamer to enlarge the hole in the 
propeller to fit the shaft, of the motor or engine. They are 
available in metric or SAE sizes. All model suppliers or LHS 
(local Hobby Shops) have the propeller reamer or they can 
order them from the distributors. 

Who WAs This Person? 
From last month… 

 
The answer, the "Chief Sunday Flyer", Mr. Ken Willard. 

Ken Willard 1912-1993 
Career: 
•  1927: Set a world’s indoor record for seaplanes at the age 

of 15  
•  1932: His first design article was published in Model 

Airplane News magazine; since then had had hundreds of 
articles published and many models kitted  

•  1940: Created a Control Line patent  
•  Developed a “kick-up” elevator and quick blip motor 

control for Radio Control  
•  1957: Made the first Radio Control cross-channel flight 

from California to the Catalina Islands using sport Radio 
Control equipment  

• 1959: Won the National Aerobatic Championship in the 
intermediate class  

•  1962: Built and flew the world’s smallest Radio Control 
model in 1962  

•  1963: Started writing the “Sunday Flying” column in Radio 
Control Modeler magazine; continued for about 20 years.  

•  1972: Built and flew the largest Radio Control model using 
sport Radio Control equipment  

•  1974: Member of the U.S. Aerolympic team  
•  1980: Took over as editor of Radio Control Sportsman 

magazine  
•  Designed many Radio Control airplanes, including the 

School series, the Roaring 20, Top Dawg, Wavemaster and 
Santa Anna  

•  Helped organize the League of Silent Flight and the South 
Bay (San Jose, California) Soaring Society  

•  Contributed to the design and layout of the Los Angeles 
model airport 

Honors: 
•  1977: Model Aviation Hall of Fame  
•  1984: National Free Flight Society Hall of Fame 
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Mr  Chief Sunday Flyer, Ken Willard with the "Poolboy". 

CTE CODING 
Jim Dolly, RC Groups 

In order to speed up the crash excuses explanation process, 
we are now using the following codes to report any incidents. 

 

DEADMAN PASS FLYING 
Geppetto Bessetto 

 

 
Location:  Deadman Pass, Mammoth CA. 

 
Dialing in the "Shrike".   

Before launch photo op.  Just in case we don't see it again. 

Launching. 
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The retrieval.  Mind you, I started this flight on the sticks and 
Eric finished.   

Eric was helping guide me about seventy-five feet up the hill 
as I was walking backwards to set up for landing.  I couldn't 
take my eye off the Shrike for a second.  The model is  small, 
fast and extremely aerobatic and the lift was like turban 
powered Hoover Vacuum.   

As we got up the road Eric suggested that he fly the Shrike 
momentarily to allow me to get my footing and survey my 
landing approach.  I suggested that he keep the sticks for a 
while and enjoy flying the Shrike himself before landing.  As 
I was mentioning to him that the the model was getting small 
and disappearing under the horizon line for me, well, thats 
just what happened to him.  Both of us caught a quick flash of 
it as headed in.  It must have augured 1,500 feet straight in 
towards the valley below and out of sight.  It was going so 
fast and was so far out that I said to Eric, "for get about ever 
finding it, it's just a model, stuff like this happens. Let's give 
the Shrike it's last right's right here on the mountain and move 
on, it gave us a good run!"   

Eric would have nothing to do with abandoning it and giving 
up without a search.  Personally, I didn't care about searching 
for the model, I didn't want to have to call in Life-Flight to 
search for him. But there was no talking him out of going 
down towards the cliffs and scouting about for it.  At the 
speed it went in at there should have been an explosion as it 
hit the ground but we didn't know as it went below our base 
vision. So, down the hill he went.   

But what do you know, miracles sometimes do 
happen!  Within forty-five minutes Eric was hiking up the hill 
with the model in hand.  Only minor scratches, to the model 
and Eric as well!  It was truly miraculous.  The model was 
still functional. 

 
Notice in the second and third photo's Eric is dressed slightly 
warmer.  He didn't need the Goon-Suit after that hike up the 
hill.  Note that this flying sight is at 9700 foot altitude.  I was 
short winded just standing on the hill.  Eric had just hiked 
about a half mile up the hill in forty-five minutes.  The man is 
part Goat! 

 
And here are the battle scars!  The Shrike gives up one of of 
it's nine lives and lives to fly again!  As I mentioned earlier it 
was truly miraculous.  If you look closely at the underside of 
the left wing you can see what appears to be the face of the 
Blessed Virgin Mother!  I think Eric might have earned 
himself a "Get Out of Hell" free card! 

The only other important thing missing from this flying 
experience were you Guy's!  And you know who you 
are.  Perhaps one day a group rendezvous location?   

Keep 'em flying Boy's! 
 

Geppetto 
Best yet, is to have a professional photographer to document 
the whole event! Thanks, Norine! 
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A very happy Temis flying his plane. 

 
Temis' Extreme Flight MXS-EXP. Look at the elevator 
deflection! This guy knows 3D!! 

 
Miserable foggy weather; believe it or not, the three photos 
above were taken on the same day, within an hour. 

 
Sometimes we just sit down and talk, even in a great weather 
day! 

 
Dave is flying his Pilatus PC-21. 

 
 Dave's PC-21, 5-blade propeller, nice flying plane too. 
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Another fancy toy of Dave's, a Lockheed C-17. 

 
Jim and Ellsworth waiting for the weather to break! Some day 
the weather are great, but then some days.... can't win them 
all! 

 
Part of Ray's collection waiting to be assembled. 

 
Mike and his Gee Bee Y model. 

 
F-35 EDF model. 

 
C-17 on a low pass. Gray on gray! Or grey on grey (English)!
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Next Meeting: Wednesday, September 18th, 2013, 7:30 p.m.  
 
 


