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April 2014 Next Meeting: APril 16th, 2014  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
 

Web Site: http://flypcc.org/  Field Phone: 650-712-4423 
 

President Mike Solaegui 415-314-6261 mikes@perfectedgecutlery.com 
Vice President Rich Symmons 650-712-0471 rsymmons@aol.com 
Secretary Dennis Lowry 415-285-4496 dennis.lowry@groupdelphi.com 
Treasurer Greg Romine 650-736-7230 gsromine@stanford.edu 
Field Safety Officer / Webmaster Matt Abrams 415-370-3323 matt@matt-abrams.com 
Flight Proficiency Chairman Ray Granz  Looking for it…. geriray15@aol.com 
Editor Brian Chan 650-867-8813 pcceditor@gmail.com 
    

WHAT’S HAPPENING  @ PCC 
       

 
There was a fire started by a rocket launched 
from a plane. About half an acre of grass 
turned to ashes and a stuck fire truck. 

 

 FEBRUARY MEETING MINUTES 
Dennis Lowry 

March 19, 2014 

Call to Order: By Mike Solaegui, the PCC President. 

Guests: Kim Solaegui was present and kept by the President. 

February Minutes Were Approved. 

Raffle Prize: A Verizon Hobby, C-Ray Flying Wing. 

Membership Report:  96 paid, w/ 20 prospective candidates 
in the wings. 

Treasury is healthy. 

Safety Report:  ½ Acre of our field now needs no mowing.  
Matt says AMA rules need to be known by all members of 
the club.   

A member launched an Estes Rocket from his aircraft while 
flying.  He then had to land before extinguishing the fire it 
started because he was flying alone.  After he called 911, 4 or 
5 fire trucks came to extinguish the fire.  One truck got stuck.  
This member has set a small fire at our previous field; and has 
set several fires.  

The Safety Committee Chairman and the President moved to 
Ban Motion to Nitro Turbines, and the Motion Passed. 
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THERE IS NOW NO FLYING OF NITRO TURBINES 
AT PCC RICHARDSON FIELD.  NITRO TURBINES 
ARE BANNED AT ALL TIMES. 

Further discussion:  It was an Estes C-3 rocket that was fired. 

 
A Motion was made to call and ask him to resign.  The 
motion did not pass. 

A Motion was made to put him on probation for 6 months.  
The motion did not pass. 

Further discussion was had about attitude, and public 
perceptions. Due Process was discussed and outlined by the 
Secretary.  (The alleged offender should be allowed to be 
present if he is to be ejected from the club.)  The membership 
asked the Safety Committee to pursue the due process as 
outlined in the club rules. 

The Mike Solaegui and Mike Klass explained that they have 
mounted a front to protect the club: 

Mike Solaegui spoke with our landlord and explained that we 
have taken the action to ban turbines, and thereby curtail the 
actions of any individual who might try this kind of 
hair-brained stunt again.  Mike’s feeling is that the landlord is 
ok with the action we’ve taken. 

Both Mikes attended the city council meeting, and Mike 
Klass said that he found one complaint on line. But that 
person, who also attended, did not say anything at the city 
council meeting. 

Flight Proficiency:  Ray Granz volunteered to be Flight 
Proficiency Officer.   

Dream Machines is April 27 this year.  (Flying, of course)  
Solaegui and Klass will attend the planning session and report 
what would work best for the committee.    Contact Squires 
(RS, Solaegui, or Klass if you can attend.  

Again this year there will be an evening dinner at Eddie’s 
Hangar, the night before, 4/26, and check with Klass for that.  

But currently, no flying demonstration will be allowed since 
it is an active uncontrolled airport.    

Field Report:  Ken will call a spring work party.  Don’t 
worry, you can’t miss it.  

Events:  Duh. 

Old Business:  Oceana Interim is March 24 to 28.  

New Business:  
Need a work party Sat and Sun 4/12 and 4/13.  Ray has a 
trailer and he can pick up.  Agenda: Paint benches. Fix 
impound box. 

SAM 21 wants us to host 1/2A Texaco event.  Sometime in 
the late summer or fall.  Club approval was given by show of 
hands.  (The Date has been set for May 18, Sunday. Flying 
is limited to SAM21 members only till 1:00 p.m. then the 
field will be open for regular flying for PCC members.) 

POST now owns the Pam Field.  Mike Solaegui will start the 
pursuit of flying there. 

New Land Search A new site would require 2 acres of 
runway, pit, and parking area, with 40 to 60 acres of fly-over 
space, and away from any housing developments. 

A suggestion was made to remove the “Members Only 
beyond This Point” sign.  Like Reagan said, “Mr. Gorbachev!  
Tear down this wall!”  Nobody pays attention to the signs and 
we want to be friendly anyway.  Get rid of them.  All agreed.  

Hits and Misses 

Matt has a beginner trainer a Delta Ray by Horizon.  It has 
full stabilization in it.   It’s $179 all-in w/ TX etc.  And it’s 
great for training. 

Sad Stories –  

Greg brought a tough plane he dove into the ground; He 
turned the TX off.  The switch is exposed and he hit it while 
trying to trim it for flight.  He thought he was going to trim 
the elevator but shut it off instead.  In his own words he threw 
a little tantrum. 
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Show and Tell:  

Dave Santana brought a Neptune flying boat.  He’s been 
doing some surgery on it.  It’s now looking good in Cub 
Yellow, Red, White, and Blue.  He’s going to take it to Lake 
Hennessey.  

 
Matt's Tarot 810 Hexacopter is 14.5lbs and flies for 10 
minutes on 6s 10,000mah pack. It has a DJI Naza v2 flight 
controller  and a Tppacks.com AG1000 brushless gimbal 
carrying a Panasonic GH3. It's capable of fully stabilizing the 
footage as well as 360 degrees of rotation (in a 2 person 
setup). The copter also has retracting landing gear and Blue 
Tooth programming. It's a real pro rig. 

 
Greg had a Lucky Ace w a 3 cell lipo battery.  Flies good 
with the TX turned on.  Not so good without.  It’s covered in 
Silk span covering and EZ dope paint.  Use Balsa Lock first, 
then the EZ dope.  Close maneuverable and slow. 

Kenny had a Simplex kit as an old-timer competition piece.  
It’s an electric kit from Bob Holman.  60” span.  The rules 
specify a 480 brushless out-runner motor with a 40 Amp 
speed controller. 

Ray had an Arizona Auto Gyro.  He had to work on the 
landing gear.  It runs on an OS Max .40 FR.  All the servos 
work from years ago.  He’s going to try flying it soon. 

 
Tim had a Fock-a-Wolf A88.  He bought a Gun Hood from 
fiberglass specialties.  Has a flip hood with magnetic 
attachment.  O.S. .91 4 stroke.  Plexiglass wind shield.  
Sealed with deft then fiberglass with polyurethane.  The 
Colors are by Warbird Colors.  The stencils in process.  All-in 
it comes to 9 pounds on the scale.  Nice looking airplane! 

 

 
Guess who won the raffle, again? 
 
Adjourned  

Dennis 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
April 
5  Tomcats Swap Meet, SCCCMAS, Morgan Hill. 
16 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Rm, Millbrae 
25-27 Los Banos Sacle Funfly, SBSS, Los Banos Creek. 
26 R/C Country Swat Meet, Sacramento, CA  
27 Pacific Coast Dream Machine @ HMB Airport, HMB 

May 
3   SCCMAS T-34 and UnlimitedSport Pylon Race. 
11 Mother’s Day 
16-18  SCCMAS Annual Heli Jamboree, Morgan Hill, CA 
17 R/C Swap Meet, LFE, Livermore, CA 
21 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Rm, Millbrae 
26 Memorial Day. 

June 
3   SCCMAS T-34 and Unlimited Sport Pylon Race. 
15 Father’s Day 
18 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Rm, Millbrae 
28 Warbird Flyin, SCCMAS, Gilroy, CA. 

See http://www.ncrcs.com/ for more detailed information. 

            

PCC FIELD RULES 
GENERAL 
1. Safety, good sportsmanship, common courtesy, 
and respectable conduct are expected of every person 
or visitor using the field. 
2. NO FLYING OVER HIGHWAY 1. This is cause 
for immediate disciplinary action.  
3. The rights of the property owner shall be respected 
at all times. No misuse or destruction of property is 
permitted. Do not let your children or pets run 
unattended or onto the pit area, infield, runway or 
taxiway.  

4. Only fliers who have earned a Solo Certificate are 
allowed to fly without supervision. Solo Certificates 
may be issued by Flight Instructors or Field 
Marshals.  

5. It is recommended, but not required, that ALL 
Members have another member present when at the 
club facility. In the case of an accident, or medical 
emergency more than a single individual may be 
required to summons EMT help.  
6. Your PCC name badge with the current year’s bar 
attached must be worn when you are at the field.  
7. Be extremely careful of combustible materials and 

cigarettes. Ensure that matches and cigarettes are 
extinguished and placed in your own container. Do 
not smoke in the open field during the dry season. Be 
aware that gasoline, which is explosive, may be 
present. 
8. Gliders on winches or hi-starts, or being towed, 
may be used provided that you negotiate the space 
usage with the power pilots using the field, and you 
do not block the runway. A Field Marshal should 
facilitate the negotiations and ensure the safety of the 
procedures. 
9. Mufflers shall be attached to any engine over .09 
cubic inches.  
10. Model rocket launching is prohibited.  

11. Pulse jet and turbine engines are not to be run at 
the PCC facility.  

12. The flying perimeter for the PCC field only 
includes the area east of the runway, bounded to the 
north by the fence at the gully, and bounded to the 
south by the fence south of the driveway. Do not fly 
outside these boundaries. Do not fly helicopters west 
of the parking area, and otherwise observe the same 
restrictions as fixed-wing pilots. 
13. FLYING OVER HIGHWAY 1 IS NOT 
PERMITTED.  
14. Park your vehicle in the PCC parking lot and 
never drive it onto the field or up the road to the hill. 
You can only walk in the field to retrieve a crashed 
aircraft, using care to do minimal damage to plants, 
crops and vegetation.  

15. In addition to current AMA membership, pilots 
need to sign the acknowledgment of PCC Flying 
Rules Sheet, available at PCC meetings or from the 
website at 

 http://flypcc.org/pages/media/PCC-Flying-Rules.pdf.  
16. The consumption of alcoholic beverages or 
intoxicating drugs is prohibited prior to flying or 
while at the PCC facility. 

This is a partial listing of the PCC rules. For further 
information, see Membership Info in the PCC Web 
site. or 
http://flypcc.org/pages/membership/pcc_rules_2011-
02.pdf 
This might sound too severe, but we want to keep the 
field. We do not to loose the field because of stupidity. 
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2014 OCEANA INTERIM OR 
WHAT I DID FOR EASTER BREAK 

Jake Chichilitti  
Wine Country Flyers 

 
The Peninsula Channel Commanders spearheaded by Dennis 
Lowry and Ken Martinez set up a program to teach High 
School students the basics of aerodynamics, building and 
flying simple rubber powered free flight models, operating 
and flying nitro powered control line models and flying radio 
controlled trainers.  The interim took place from Monday 
March 24 through Friday March 28. 

The club has done this for the past five years with the help 
and support of the club members and J&M Hobby House who 
have donated their time and materials to make this program a 
success.  Thanks also to the staff of Oceana High School for 
allowing us to participate in the Interim Program. 

In addition to the modeling activities, we were able to arrange 
a field trip to the NASA Ames facility in Mountain 
View.  The tour was lead by Dr. William Warmbrodt, NASA 
Ames Aeromechanics Branch Chief, who was as enthusiastic 
to give the tour, as we were to be there.  Speaking for myself 
it was the most interesting and educational part of the 
program.  We were given a tour of the giant wind tunnel, a 
simulated control tower where our air traffic controllers can 
train in a realistic environment. We also saw full-scale 
helicopters that are used for research and small quad copters 
that NASA is developing.  The students and adults were 
suitably impressed. 

 
Tour of the Control tower, night condition simulation. 

Our club members gave the students lectures on 
aerodynamics, internal combustion engines and foam cutting 
wings.  There may have been other lectures, but I missed the 
first day of classes. 

This year there were seven students who signed up for the 
class and as a group they were attentive and showed good 
skills in building and flying models. I personally like to help 
them learn to fly control line models, as that is what really got 
me hooked on modeling.  I designed a small 1/2A control line 
model for training and I'm happy to say it lasted through 
many mishaps and will fly again at next year's interim.  All of 
the students mastered the art of control line flying from take 
off to landing.  

On one of the days, the Vice Principal visited the flying field 
and we asked him if he would like to try his hand at control 
line flying.  Although he does fly RC models he had a few 
crashes before he got the hang of it, to the delight of the class. 

On Friday afternoon we adjourned to the school gymnasium 
to have a contest with the rubber-powered models they 
built.  After a bit of final testing we lined up the class and had 
them do a mass launch.  The first one down had to sit 
down.  All had a good time and we had two indoor micro RC 
models for the first and second place winners. 

At the end of the class I felt that the students had a great time 
and took away knowledge that they didn't have when we 
started.  But the feeling of satisfaction that I and the other 
club members felt can't be measured.  I have been in 
modeling many years and it is in all honesty the most 
satisfying feeling a person can experience. 

Thanks for letting me join you, 

Jake 

Beside Dennis and Ken, the following members also took 
part in the Interim; Richard Symmons, Eric Einarsson, 
Mark Heckman, Ken Adlawen, Mike Solaegui and Jake 
Chichilitti. Thank you participating in the Interim.  

 
Tour of the NFAC (National Full-Scale Aerodynamics 
Complex),standing in the test section of the largest wind 
tunnel in the World. The test section is 80’ tall and 120’ 
wide. 
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PACIFIC COAST DREAM MACHINE 
This year the event will be held on April 27, Sunday. Yes, it 
is back to one day only. PCC will have a booth at the usually 
place and volunteers are needed to man the booth and also 
supply models for display. Planning meeting will be held 
soon and both Mikes, Soleagui and Klass, will be attending 
the meeting to obtain more information. Rumor has it there 
will be some flying demonstration  at the field during the day, 
weather permitting. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION AT PCC 
On March 16, Sunday, Dennis organized a Birthday 
Celebration for Alonzo (97 yrs young) and Ellsworth (87 yrs 
young). Dennis picked up Ellsworth and a friend drove 
Alonzo to the field. About 20 people were on hand to enjoy 
the BBQ and Cake. Both birthday boys enjoy the attention 
thoroughly. And a good time was had by all. All the candles 
needed almost started another fire at the field! 

 
The Cake! 

 
Ellsworth, Jim, chatting with Alonzo, in car. 

 
Cake eating and no flying! 

INTERCEPTED FROM THE SAM TALK 
FORUM 
 
Subject: [SAMTalk_Forum] Sunglasses 

What are your favorite sunglasses for seeing models in a 
bright sky? I am shopping for a non prescription pair. 

Thanks, 
***** 
Fitovers (brand) amber lenses. Best I have ever had to go over 
my regular glasses. 

Red S. 
***** 
When I was in a bright cockpit, I was, (and still am), very 
pleased with Serengeti sunglasses.  Very good glasses. 
Dohrm 
***** 
I use one that will fit over regular prescription glasses called 
Eagle Eyes sold by a company called Stauer. They also have 
just regular sun glasses. They are a yellow color.  

Gary Leopold SAM 21 
***** 
You might also check out polaroids. 

Bob 
***** 
Absolutely correct Bob - whatever shade of lenses you 
choose, they MUST be polarized lenses.  Don't waste your 
time or money on anything less.  Yellow is excellent for low 
light conditions, or for generally brightening things up; green 
or grey lenses for knocking down the light intensity.  But 
always, polarized lenses.  NOTHING else does the job of 
reducing or cutting out harmful overexposure to UV, or 
virtually eliminating glare like a polarized lens.  Polarized 
lenses also allow you to see clearly into a bright blue sky, 
simply by tilting or rotating your head to dramatically 
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increase the light contrast and see your model to best 
advantage.  Do try it! 

And that's my opinion.  I don't own any other type of sunglass 
lenses.  I have two shades of yellow (one is actually amber), 
and a green pair.  Those I use for driving also, especially for 
driving in rain, with heavy spray from traffic (ever follow an 
18-wheeler in a rain covered road?). 

Rudy 

** Remember this is information from the internet, the validity 
of this information has not been confirmed. You should take 
this as a suggestion only. 

THE INTERIM PHOTOS 
Brian Chan 

 
The drive system that generates the “wind” in the biggest 
wind tunnel at Ames. Each fan measures 40 feet in 
diameter. 

 
Oceana Interim tours the US Army hangar. The helicopter 
is a UH-60 BLACKHAWK. 

 
The tour ends with a group shot with the UH-60 helicopter. 

 
Jake launches as Ken help Jona (Vice Principal) flies. 

 
Dennis and Jake help a student to learn to fly R/C airplane. 
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Jake check the control lines with Dennis, prior to take off. 

 
Ken launches the U/C plane for Dennis. 

 
The teacher being taught, Ken Adlawen shows Ken 
Martinez the trick on U-control. Chichilitti photo. 

 
The fly-off at the end of the session. Chichilitti photo. 

 
The fly-off action. Chichilitti photo. 

 
The Winners. Chichilitti photo. 
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Ray’s “2D” autogyro on the way to the sky….. 

 
And it is airborne ! Ok, it is flying… 

 
Mike, tries his hand on RC model, with the aide of 
Dave(the serious one) and Ken (the moral supporter). 

 
Things you do for fun, popping balloons with your plane …. 

 
And when it is not fun anymore! 

 
JUST ONE(TWO?) MORE: Dos Micro Henrys…. 
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Work Party April 12/13. 9:00 AM. 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 16th, 7:30 p.m.  
 
 


