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April Meeting Minutes
Dennis Lowry
April 16, 2014
Call to Order: By Mike Solaegui, the PCC President.
Guests: Mark (a Member) as a Guest since he rarely attends
meetings. Welcome to your club.
Rich and Ray Razon are both prospective members. Rich is
a full scale pilot coming around for 3rd time.
Ray Razon is back too and is a past pilot as well.
March Minutes Were Approved.
Raffle Prize: A Park Master 3D.
winning tonight with low attendance.

Good probability of

Membership Report:
99 members paid up, w/ 20
prospective candidates in the wings.

1937- 2014
"Eddie Andreini was killed at Travis Air Force
Base while doing an inverted low level pass to
cut a ribbon that was 30 feet above the runway
with his Stearman biplane. Eddie was one of
the few pilots who still did this stunt and his
loss is shocking and devastating to us all."

Ryan was voted into the club.
Treasury is healthy.
Old Business:
The work Party was a big plus for the club. The field looks
great and will show up on future Google Maps.
We need a volunteer to draw up new flight patterns for the A,
B, C, D, and E Levels.

Mike Klass
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Dream Machines: Drive in North by the Café to the end
with your models. Show your models and say the secret pass
word “PCC”. Mike Solagui will bring several tables, but
bring your own chairs.

EDDIE ANDREINI

Safety Report:

Eddie Andreini was born in San Gregorio, California to
Italian immigrant parents who worked on a ranch as a
farmhand and a ranch cook. When Eddie started school
in San Gregorio, he only spoke Italian. In addition to
going to school, he worked in the fields picking
vegetables and learned to drive farm tractors and trucks.
After graduating from HMB High School, he served in
the Army reserve and eventually, he and his brother
Angelo started their general engineering contractor
business.

THERE IS NO FLYING OF NITRO TURBINES AT
PCC RICHARDSON FIELD.
FLYING NITRO
TURBINES IS PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES.
Turbine flying was again discussed in terms of the recent fire.
It was agreed that certain turbine fliers who exhibit an
overabundance of safety precautionary procedure will be
allowed to test run their turbines, but still, there is no flying of
nitro turbines at the field; ever.
New Business: None.

Dr Michael Klass

Eddie learned to fly in a Taylorcraft when he was 16 by
tricking his father into signing paperwork saying it was a
school-related activity. Flying became an obsession and
after he flew with crop duster and WWII pilot, Jim
Williams, they became partners and started purchasing
performance airplanes and doing air shows. Eventually,
he accumulated over 6,000 hours of flight time in a
variety of diversified aircraft including P-51s, Yak 55s,
Pitts Specials, and the Russian AN-2. That did not count
the thousands of hours in his aerobatic show planes.

Hits and Misses none.
Show and Tell:
Ryan Marquess showed a Cub trainer. It’s his second plane.
He is ten years old and the newest member of the club.
Matt showed a discus glider from Dream Flight for $130.00.
It’s a very well made simple unit.
Greg showed a GWS Tiger Moth 400. It’s painted with a
Speed 400, & 3:1 gearing.
Ryan won the Parkmaster. Simone says it was destiny since
the box matched his shirt in pattern and color. (!!!)

Eddie was well known across the U.S., Canada, and
Australia and was one of the most sought-after stunt
pilots for air shows and movies. He did many shows with
wing-walkers and his vintage Yak-9, P-51 Mustang, and
highly-modified, 1944, 500HP, Super Stearman. He
routinely performed outside loops, square loops, torque
rolls, double snap rolls, and the incomparable
WOPCEVOK, a heart–stopping, end–over–end tumble
maneuver. The finale was usually a snatch or cutting of a
ribbon while flying inverted within 10 feet of the ground.

Adjourned

UPCOMING EVENTS
May
3 SCCMAS T-34 and UnlimitedSport Pylon Race.
11 Mother’s Day
16-18 SCCMAS Annual Heli Jamboree, Morgan Hill, CA
17 R/C Swap Meet, LFE, Livermore, CA
18 SAM 21 @ PCC.
21 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Rm, Millbrae
26 Memorial Day.

In 2004, the International Council of Air Shows (ICAS)
awarded him its Sword of Excellence Award, the highest
honor an air show pilot can receive, and in 2013 he was
inducted into the ICAS Hall of Fame.

June
3
SCCMAS T-34 and Unlimited Sport Pylon Race.
15 Father’s Day
18 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Rm, Millbrae
28 Warbird Flyin, SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

Eddie was always positive and up-beat and the only thing
he hated was growing older. He was easy-going, polite,
down-to-earth, had a zest for life, and was beloved by
everyone. He loved to have fun and fly his airplanes. His
greatest joy in life was to share and help others. There
was not anything that he would not do to lend a helping
hand. He was involved with nearly every charity,
non-profit organization, and school on the coast and
would rarely say “no” to any request. He might be flying
his planes in the morning and digging a ditch or helping

July
4
Independence Day.
12-13 SCCMAS Airshow, Morgan Hill, Ca
16 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Rm, Millbrae
19 Warbird by the Bay, SACRC, Hayward, Ca
26 Fun Fly, Livermore Flying Electrons, Livermore, Ca
See http://www.ncrcs.com/ for more detailed information.
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someone fix their truck in the afternoon. He was kind,
very generous, and a pillar of the community.
His impact on our radio-control club is immeasurable.
He built the 2 asphalt and Petromat runways at the
Peninsula Aeromodelers’ field. When we lost the PAM
and PCC fields, it was Eddie who came to our rescue and
helped build our current Astroturf runway on the Giusti
property. When the field needed renovating, he again
showed up with his huge excavators, graders, rollers,
back hoes, dump trucks, and water trucks. He also
provided tons of soil and base rock for the foundation of
the runway. His most valuable contribution was his
expertise and the huge amounts of time that he spent
working on our fields.
Eddie contributed to our Oceana High School classes by
taking the time to entertain the students with some
fly-overs as well as some aerobatic maneuvers. He also
allowed the students to visit his hanger and talked to
them about the planes and aviation. He was always
willing to let our members visit his hanger, sit in his
planes, and spend endless hours talking about flying.
He really enjoyed interacting with our club members and
enhancing our love for flying. He truly cherished the
Stearman and Yak-9 models that our club members built
for him and would often point them out to anyone that
visited the hanger. He loved our participation in the
Dream Machines and our flying demos and support for
his fund-raising dinner. He was constantly asking about
our field, members, planes, and events.
Eddie was truly one-of-a-kind and as much as he will be
missed by our community, his death is an immense loss to
PCC and our members. The only saving grace is that he
passed away doing what he loved.

Godspeed, Eddie!
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The build team for Eddie's Yak.

Eddie with the Yak presented to him by PCC.

Eddie help hanging the Yak in his hangar.
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Matt Abrams and Temis Nunez did perform demonstration
flight at the dinner at Eddie's hangar.

Eddie's planes on display outside his hangar.

Eddie and PCC members preparing the Stearman.

DREAM MACHINES UPDATES...
PCC had a display at the last Pacific Coast Dream Machines
on April 26, but no one remembered to take photographs for
the newsletter!!
I don't have much details on the event, I will try to muster up
some information and put in a report on the even in the
newsletter in June.

Eddie speaking at the banquet in his hangar.

The Banquet was a very popular event.

Aerial photos of the dinner at Eddie's hangar.

Thanks, Eddie!
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friend, mentor, political activist, pilot, inventor, motivator,
and humanitarian.

THE MEMORIAL SERVICE

Dr. Michael Klass

A Memorial

Service for Eddie was held on Tuesday,
May 13 at 11:00 AM in Half Moon Bay at Our Lady of
the Pillar church on Kelly Avenue. There was a
reception afterwards at the IDES Hall on Main Street.
It was quite an event. People came from all over the U.S. and
lots of their friends came back early from their vacations.
There was also a large group of his friends and family that
came from Italy. There were news (and sheriff?) helicopters
overhead but fortunately, no cameras on the ground.
I helped at the IDES Hall in the AM and then went to the
church. Since I was there 1 ½ hours early, I had a seat but as
expected, ended up standing for the entire service (1 ½ hours)
as many of us gave up our seats to elderly people who came
late, but needed to sit. It was totally full at 10:15 (45 minutes
before the service) and it ended up with people standing at the
back and on both sides of the church, both side meeting rooms
and the entrance foyer were totally full, and then another 100
or more sitting on chairs on the front lawn. The estimate was
700-1,000 people. It was so full that it got very hot in the
church.

There were 2 fly-over's with the missing-man formation. They
were war birds flown by friends and most came from Salinas.
Mike Peck was there and helped with communion. Several
members of the Peninsula Channel Commanders were
present. There were so many people that it was hard to find
everyone.

The IDES Hall was also packed and they had some of Eddies
large flatbed trailers and heavy equipment parked out front. .
We had setup tables and chairs for 500 but again there was
overflow to the side rooms and outside. There was an open bar
and they actually fed everyone with salad, pasta, a great
stuffed chicken dish, and lots of desserts. They had a really
nice slide show and video of Eddie with his family, his planes,
his business, and while he was in Italy.

The 2 priests were friends of the Andreini family and came in
from San Francisco and the East Bay. It was a very formal
service. The last 25 minutes was very worthwhile with
employees and friends talking about Eddie as an employer,
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I talked to Eddie Jr. and he said that many Air Shows will now
do a tribute to Eddie and some may be named after him. They
want Eddie Jr. to attend a lot of the shows but unlike his dad,
he does not like the limelight and will probably decline and
just let people do what they want. I told him how much we
appreciated what Eddie did for our club and that we would be
making a plaque in his honor and at some point, we might
re-name the field for him.

Mike, on the Yak, with Eddie in his hangar.

Epilogue
I did take some photos of the event and will look at them today.
I may also put together a few photos and a few videos of Eddie
and show them at the next PCC meeting. He spent enough time
helping us and although some of our guys spend a heck of a lot
of time on the models we built for him, it would not hurt to
spend 15-20 minutes at the next meeting and talk about what
he meant to our club. Without his help, I don’t know what we
would do if we ever had to make a new field.

























Reminder: The SAM 21 visiting PCC event on May 18,
will be postpone till further notice.

Mike
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Next Meeting: Wednesday, May 21st, 7:30 p.m.
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