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December 2016 Next Meeting: December 16th, 2016  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
 

Web Site: http://flypcc.org/  P.O. Box 812, Half Moon Bay, CA 94014 
 

President Mike Solaegui 415-314-6261 mikes@perfectedgecutlery.com 
Vice President/Field Marshall Dave Mosher 415-314-6261 mikes@perfectedgecutlery.com 
Secretary Lew Chee Looking for it.... flypccsecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer David Santana 650-533-0976 Santanahouse@email.msn.com 
Webmaster Matt Abrams 415-370-3323 matt@matt-abrams.com 
New Member Chairman Ray Squires 

John Bessetto 
Looking for it…. rlsquires@comcast.net 

geppetto1@mac.com 
Flight Proficiency Chairman Open Looking for it…. TBD 
Editor Brian Chan 650-867-8813 pcceditor@gmail.com 
    

WHAT’S HAPPENING  @ PCC 

 

Gravel delivered and spread.  
The gravel was ordered, delivered and spread. The work 
crews (Mike S, Ken M, Dave S and Brian C) were on hand to 
spread out the gravel to places where it was needed. The 
gravel was loosely spread on the driveway. So slow down 
when you are driving in. Don't kick up the loose gravel. Same 
as the entrance, work had been done to protect the driveway 
and the ditch to keep the dirt from getting into the ditch. The 
north side of the entry way may be a little soft until the dirt 
dried. So be careful. Also, when leaving the field and getting 
onto the highway, do not gun the engine and spin the wheels. 
This will kick the rocks and dirt from the entry way. Just 
apply the gas slowly! Don't run over Santa! 

MEETING MINUTE 
Lew Chee 

 
Date: 10/19/16 
Call to Order: by Mike S., President    
Time: 7:40pm 

Guest(s) Introduction(s): none 
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New Applicants: Brandon Etzler has applied.  Mike S. 
and others have met him at the field.  Although not 
present, he was voted in. 
Raffle Prize for tonight:  
1) UMX Spacewalker  
2) One Ticket to the Banquet 

Approval of last month’s Minutes; 
Motion by: Ray S.  
Second By: Ken M.  
Approved: Yes 

Announcements: Funeral Services for Ellsworth 
Crowell are tomorrow at noon at Skylawn Cemetery on 
Skyline Blvd.   The club authorized up to $100 for 
flowers.  The club authorized $200 be donated to the 
Alzheimer’s foundation per the family’s request. 
Treasurer’s Report: Same As last month. 

Membership Committee Report:  Renewals are in 
progess.  Please submit renewal form, payment and 
proof of AMA.  Members with mid-year AMA renewals 
are due the month shown on their AMA card. 

Safety Committee Report: Don Hos has been working 
with several members and has a positive attitude.  He 
has been accepted as a new member. 
Field Maintenance Report:  
1) The club has authorized Mike S to purchase 4-tons of 
gravel at a cost of $240.   It will be delivered this 
Saturday.   
2) Ray G suggested purchasing a solar charger to keep 
the mower batteries charged up.  
3) Ray S reports rats in the container. 

Flight Instructors/Flight Proficiency Report:  
Since no one is pursuing flight proficiency, we will be 
dropping this program.   
Old Business:  
Holiday banquet is January 21st at Harry’s Hoffbrau in 
Redwood City.  No host cocktails at 6pm.  Dinner starts 
at 7pm.  Tickets now on sale: $30. See Ray Squires.  The 
club authorized two tickets be given to Jeff Mate and a 
guest for his contributions to the club as past president 
and his generous donations of trainer aircraft. 

New Business:    
2017 Elections.  David Mosher has been voted in as VP.  
Mike Solaegui will continue as Prez. 
Contest Reports/Upcoming Events:  

Ken M reported winning the 1/2a Texaco & Speed 400 
event held by SAM21 despite being cut by his prop. He 
was flying his “Baby Playboy.” 
Hits and Misses or SAD stories:  
1) Ray Q talked about using CA and kicker on EPO 
foam.  He also suggested hot water be used for taking on 
damage from foam crashes.  
2) David M suggested using thin carbon strips to protect 
foam leading and trailing edges. 
Show and Tell:  
1) Robert, Cruz and Mateo showed off their A-26 
Invader with twin OS25s. They got it at the Bayside 
auction.   
2) Dave S showed off his new E-Flite Shoestring EF1 
featuring a 25 size electric motor powered by a 4S 
battery. 

Meeting Adjournment: 7:37 p.m. 
Raffle Drawing – Winner(s):  
1) Banquet Ticket – John B  
2) UMX Spacewalker - Ray S 
 
Number of members in attendance: 28  

Minutes by: Lew Chee, PCC Secretary 
 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
December 

21 PCC Meeting @ Peter's Cafe, 10 El Camino Real, 
Millbrae. 7:30 pm 

25 Christmas Day.  
31 Goodbye 2016! 

January 2017 
1 Happy New Year.  
6-8 AMA West Expo, Ontario Ca. 
18 PCC Meeting @ Peter's Cafe, 10 El Camino Real, 

Millbrae. 7:30 pm 
21 PCC Holiday Banquet, Harry Hofbeau Redwood 

City. 

February 
15 PCC Meeting @ Peter's Cafe, 10 El Camino Real, 

Millbrae. 7:30 pm 
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The PCC Holiday Banquet will be held on 
January 21st, 2017 at  
 

1909 El Camino Real,  
Redwood City. 

 
 

The tickets will be $35.00 per person, each 
ticket is also a raffle ticket. There will be over 
$2000.00 total in raffle! Don't miss out!  
No host cocktail starts at 6 PM and dinner 
starts at 7 PM.  Tickets will be available at the 
December and January meetings also at the 
door.   
Contact Ray Squires for tickets. 
 

SAFETY ISSUE 
Mike Solaegui, Safety Officer 

 
As safety chair I want to get cooperation on the misuse 
of the taxi way as a flying station and powering into the 
pit area after landing. All planes MUST BE POWERED 
OFF as soon as they leave the runway and that all flying 
should be done from behind the orange fence. Also walk 
your plane in the hot pit area after you started the 
engine. DO NOT TAXI in the pit. DO NOT LEAVE 
running engines unattended.  
 

Field safety is everybody's responsibility! 
When you see anything that is unsafe, 
speak up. Remember, it is every 
member's responsibility to keep the flying 
field safe. Please do not let carelessness 
lose the field. 
 
GOODBYE ELLS' 

Mark Bettis 
I received an email from a former member of PCC, Mark 
Bettis, after the Ellsworth service.bc 
 
Folks, 
I was able to attend Ellsworth’s service yesterday. It was 
a clear and sunny day up at Sky Lawn, and our friend 
has a truly beautiful resting place. 

A number of PCCers were there, including myself, Mike 
Nadler, John Bassetto and his wife, Ray Squires, Jake 
Chichilitti, Brian Chan, Mike Solaegui and Dennis 
Lowry. Please forgive me for those I omitted. (There 
were 15 PCC family members in attendance! bc) 
The service began in the chapel, and the minister 
conducting the ceremony clearly knew Ellsworth and 
Jean well. The service was light and social, not heavily 
religious, and peppered with jokes and good moments. 
The casket was open, and damn if the old guy didn’t 
look pretty good for 91 years old! He was wearing a 
Hawaiian-type shirt with airplanes all over it as well as 
his PCC name badge. 
Ellsworth’s son spoke at length, sharing some great 
stories. His close friend and neighbor also spoke about 
growing up next door and the friendly competition the 
two boys shared. Comparisons of fathers and athletic 
prowess caused many chuckles. John Bassetto spoke 
beautifully, sharing the experience all of us had with 
Ellsworth during his time as club treasurer. As was said 
more than once yesterday, he was a truly gentle man. 

The ceremony wrapped up with a prayer that has always 
been a favorite of mine – the Prayer of St. Francis of 
Assisi: 
"Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
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Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled as to console, 
To be understood as to understand, 
To be loved as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
It is in dying to self that we are born to eternal life." 

After the indoor part of the service, the casket was 
closed, draped in an American flag, and the pall bearers 
took it out to a waiting hearse. The casket was then 
moved out to the grave site for the rest of the service. 
The graveside ceremony was brief and poignant, with a 
few words from the minister leading into the flag 
ceremony. Three soldiers were in attendance, in 
recognition of Ellsworth’s time as a Marine aircraft 
mechanic in the 1940’s. One played taps on the bugle, 
and did it remarkably well, with the clear warbling tones 
ringing across the green hillside. The other two 
ceremonially removed the flag from the casket, carefully 
folded and tucked it, saluted it and then delivered it to 
Jean with solemn salute. It was a beautiful tribute to a 
beautiful man. 
I have not been active in PCC for many years now, and 
have really only stayed in touch with mike Nadler, Jim 
Reimholz , Ed Schummer and Brian Chan. I did run into 
Jeff Obertelli last year as well, and he fabricated some 
boat parts for me. But my time at PCC has always been a 
very important chapter in my life, and I have many fond 
memories of club meetings and flying at the field. And 
of course, floating in and out of all of my memories of 
PCC are images of Ellsworth, sitting at the front of the 
room, delivering the treasurer’s report, talking about 
new members, and always being in the best of spirits. He 
was always genial, always willing to help in any way he 
could, and his even and wonderful temperament did a lot 
to define the culture of PCC as an accepting and highly 
social organization. He was truly the best, and I know he 
will be missed by all. 
It was great to see those of you that were there 
yesterday, and to share the moment of remembrance. 
Thank you, 

Mark 

 

WARREN TURNING 91 ON DEC 9! 
I received an email message from Roger White, Warren 
Olson’s nephew with some exciting news. 
Dear friends of Warren, 

He is doing well, overall, and turns 91 on December 
9.  His home at Auburn Creekside Villa suits him.  He is 
adoringly cared for by the staff at 
Creekside.  Fortunately, the food is to his liking, as 
well.  During the year he has been visited by numerous 
friends and family members.  Kay and I enjoy spending 
time with him regularly, and he is always engaged and 
appreciative. 

 Some interesting projects have put Warren back in a 
spotlight since we moved him to Auburn, which helps 
him feel remembered and has eased his transition into 
life without Simone.  First, I was contacted by a young 
author, asking for help in writing a book about Warren, 
Lance Reventlow, Bruce Kessler and the amazing 
Scarab story.  I agreed to assist, which meant I had 
legitimate reasons to pester Warren about his and 
Simone’s life experiences in the 50’s and 60’s.  This has 
helped him in several ways.  It takes him back to 
exciting days of racing and a time when he was a very 
significant professional in a booming sports car market 
in Southern California.  When I ‘interview’ him, we go 
over old photos, newspaper clippings, magazine articles 
and books that include segments on him.  The efforts 
have been very effective at gathering historical facts for 
the book, as well as bringing Warren joy to remember 
thrilling times in his life.  The book’s author is adamant 
about historical accuracy and properly respecting those 
who will be included in the book.  This all takes a lot of 
time - the book may be published by mid 2017.  This 
project has, additionally, helped distance Warren from 
the trauma during the month of January.  Interestingly, 
as I bring in photo albums, books, Simone’s scrap book, 
review his collage, etc., staff and other residents are 
intrigued and interact with Warren.  And he remembers, 
and he smiles. 
Next, I was contacted by a historic car museum display 
project manager who is in charge of creating a 
high-quality touring (to various car museums around the 
U.S.) display around the restored Scarab Formula 1 car 
(Chassis #01):  
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He asked for Warren’s help in remembering people, 
dates and facts concerning the Scarabs (Warren was 
responsible for producing eight cars over about five 
years).  More opportunities to interview Warren (I have 
recorded almost all interview sessions) and contribute to 
a project highlighting him.  The project manager sent me 
a draft miniature copy of a timeline graph (which will be 
printed about 5’ high and around 15’ long for the 
museum display) to show to Warren, and look for any 
errors.  In this photo, he is reviewing the draft, and 
caught a couple of errors: 

 
The project manager then asked if Warren would be 
willing to be interviewed for a documentary that will 
accompany the museum display.  Warren was flattered 
and agreed.  He was filmed early in August: 

 

The project manager recently sent me first-cut video 
files of the Scarab documentary which will be shown as 
part of the museum display.  I helped correct a couple of 
minor inaccuracies, and I believe I will get the final cut 
this week.  I hope to receive authorization to put them on 
my YouTube page and make them available for viewing 
by friends and fans.    
A third project underway involves a company producing 
replicas of the Scarab sports car.  I was contacted by the 
company owner, Dick Kitzmiller, looking for an 
endorsement from Warren.  A grand revealing event was 
set for October 3 near San Diego for the first Scarab 
sports car replica produced 99% accurate (minus newly 
required safety items) to the original race car.  We all 
hoped Warren might be up for the drive, but it was not to 
be.  I went in his place, holding up the famous photo of 
Warren holding the checkered flag next to owner/driver 
Lance Reventlow following the first win for the Scarab 
in Santa Barbara, June 1, 1958.  I am standing near the 
car and its designer (early 1958), Chuck Pelly, Warren 
Olson Sports Car Service/Scarab team member Raoul 
“Sonny” Balcaen, and Scarab driver (#03) Bruce Kessler 
(1958, as well), sitting in the car.  

 
The following day, Bruce and I were filmed for 
segments in the Museum Tour documentary in his home 
in Marina del Rey. 

For those of you who might wish to send Warren a 
birthday card, his mailing address is 695 Dairy Rd., 
Auburn, CA 95603. 

                        



 

 6 

NEW MEMBERSHIP BADGES 
Brian Chan 

For those who have paid the PCC due for 2017 will 
receive a new club badge in the mail or receive one at 
the field or at the meeting.  
Here is what the new badge looks like. 

 
On the back will be the instruction on how to contact the 
emergency response team in case of emergency. 
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 
1. Call 911 and state your emergency. 
2. Your location is"2475 Cabrillo Highway"(aka Highway 1) or 
"PCC Radio Control Airplane Flying Field in Half Moon Bay. 
3. Stay on the line with the 911 operator and follow their 
instructions. 
4. Try to handle the emergency the best that you can until 
emergency personnel arrive. 
5. If there are other people present, direct someone to go to the 
entrance gate to guide emergency responders to our site. 
There are first aid supplies in the shed or transmitter box. 

NON EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS 
Coastside Fire Department: 650-368-1421 

San Mateo County Sheriff's office: 650-363-4911 
 

Also you have to display your PCC 
membership badge on you while you are 
at the field. Remember "NO BADGE, 
NO FLY" rule applies at PCC. No 
Exception! 

FLYING WITH THE PROS 
Lew Chee 

 
Lew Chee went to the Best In The West Jet Rally at 
Buttonwillow, Ca, with Peter Liu and Jason Chen in 
October, he filed the following report. 

Some of the best jet pilots in the world were at this 
event. 

Al Machinchy defected from the UK to come and fly for 
Horizon.  He test flew several airplanes including this 
beautiful Hawk.  He's regarded as the Best Jet Pilot in 
the World.  He's amazing to watch as well as being a 
super nice guy to talk to. 
Jack Diaz Jr and Sr were also there.  They are from 
Venezuela, but are now in the US flying for Horizon and 
Jet Central turbines. They were flying a BVM 
"plug-and-play" F-16.  Just add Rx and turbine, after 
paying about $7,000. Yikes! 

The green airplane is called a "Leonardo" by Pirotti 
models from Italy.  It was flown by Elite Aerosports the 
US dealer. Yes, it looks like one of the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles from the cartoon with the same 
name.  But, once you see it fly, the look starts to grow 
on you. It flies incredibly smooth and looks amazing in 
the air.  There was a kit auctioned off at the Pilots 
Banquet and it went for $7000! That was just for the kit, 
tanks, retracts and stainless steel exhaust pipe.  No 
turbine or electronics.  WOW!!! 

 
Jason with his Futura. 
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There are a few jets there! 95 registered pilots!! 

 
Peter's Tuono by Pirotti Model. 

 
One of the civilian jets. 

 
Horizon Hobby two jets demo. 

 
Flew till sunset! 

 
A beautiful A-10 Warthog. 



 

 8 

 
A very big F-104 Starfighter. 

 
Another F-104, but this one is smaller (note the hand 
on top of the fin!) 

 
Nice drag-chute on this F-100 Super Sabre. 

 
I think this is Jason's Futura. 

 
More Jet! 

 
F-16. 
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Support your local hobby shop! 

 

http://www.flypcc.org 
Next Meeting: 
Peter's Cafe 

10 El Camino Real, Millbrae 
December 16th, 2016 

7:30 pm 
Remember do not park in 

the front parking lot.

 
 



2017 

PCC Membership Application / Renewal Form 

□ APPLICANT (New Members)      □ MEMBER (Renewal)   

□ JUNIOR (<19 YO on July 1st) 

 
MEMBER INFORMATION (PRINT CLEARLY!!!) 
 

AMA# _______________________ Month & Year of Expiration ________________ 
 

Full Name ________________________________________ 
 
Street Address ____________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________State __________ ZIP Code ____________ 
 
Telephone _________________________ Email _____________________________ 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 
I have read and agree to abide by the rules of PCC and AMA.  I hereby assume all risk of use of 
PCC facilities, and waive any claim for injury to my person and property, and release PCC and 
each and every member thereof for damages arising from or connected with any injury to my 
person or property while on PCC facilities and/or while using any PCC property. This is intended 
as a full and complete release of all liability of any nature whatsoever for all damage, injury, 
loss, and / or expense, including any consequential expense, loss or damage, whether the same 
are now known or unknown, expected or unexpected by the undersigned. 
 
Member’s Signature: __________________________  
 
Parent’s Signature, if member is under 18 YO: __________________________ 
 
CLUB FEES  

APPLICANTS (New Members)  $250.00  
($25 Application Fee + $125 Initial Field Assessment Fee + $100 Dues Prorated Monthly) 
 
MEMBERS (Renewals)     $125.00  
($100 Annual Dues + $25 Annual Field Assessment Fee. No proration.) 
 
JUNIORS (<19 YO on July 1st)      $30.00  
($30 Annual Dues. No Application or Field Assessment Fees. No proration.)  
 
Renewals are due annually within 60-days of your AMA expiration month and day.  There is a 
$25 late fee.  Make a check payable to PCC, submit your form and present your AMA card a club 
meeting, or mail your check with the completed form and a copy of your AMA card to:  
 

Peninsula Channel Commanders 
P.O. Box 812 

Half Moon Bay, CA 94014 



2017 

 
 
SURVEY (Optional) 
 

1. What are your primary modeling and flying interests? ___________________________ 
 

2. What days of the week do you normally fly? ___________________________________ 
 

3. How often do you fly?  Daily □    Weekly □    Monthly □    Rarely □    Never□ 

 

4. What field improvement to the facilities would you like? _________________________ 
 

5. If you were to change one thing about the club, what would it be? _________________ 
 

 




