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January 2017 Next Meeting: January 18th, 2017  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
 

Web Site: http://flypcc.org/  P.O. Box 812, Half Moon Bay, CA 94014 
 

President Mike Solaegui 415-314-6261 mikes@perfectedgecutlery.com 
Vice President/Field Marshall Dave Mosher 415-314-6261 mikes@perfectedgecutlery.com 
Secretary Lew Chee Looking for it.... flypccsecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer David Santana 650-533-0976 Santanahouse@email.msn.com 
Webmaster Matt Abrams 415-370-3323 matt@matt-abrams.com 
New Member Chairman Ray Squires 

John Bessetto 
Looking for it…. rlsquires@comcast.net 

geppetto1@mac.com 
Flight Proficiency Chairman Open Looking for it…. TBD 
Editor Brian Chan 650-867-8813 pcceditor@gmail.com 
    

WHAT’S HAPPENING  @ PCC 

 

Welcome to 
2017! 

Did you remember to renew your 
PCC and AMA membership, huh? 

MEETING MINUTE 
Lew Chee 

 
Date: 12/21/16 
Call to Order: by Mike S., President    
Time: 7:51pm, late start due to renewals in progress. 

Guest(s) Introduction(s): Brock Siegel has retured. 
New Applicants: None 

Raffle Prize for tonight:  
1) UMX Spacewalker  
2) One Ticket to the Banquet 
Approval of last month’s Minutes; 
Motion by: Ray S.  
Second By: Ken M.  
Approved: Yes 
Announcements: At last month’s meeting, someone did 
not pay their tab and club had to cover costs.  Pay your 
bill.  Food is not free. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Dave gave an extensive report on 
the club’s finances and a budget forecast.  There was 
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some discussion on banquet costs.  Non-profit status 
with State has been restored.  Thanks to Dennis.  AMA 
Charter Certificate and Certificate of Insurance is up to 
date.  Approx. 45 members have completed their 
renewals so far. The CD needs to have Harry Smith’s 
name replaced with Dave’s.  It’s unclear if previous 
year’s field assessments were placed in Savings or left in 
Checking.   For this year, Dave will take final 
accounting of field payments included in dues and 
transfer appropriate amount of funds. 

Membership Committee Report: Renewals are in 
progress.  Please submit renewal form, payment and 
proof of AMA.  Members with mid-year AMA renewals 
are due the month shown on their AMA card.  There was 
some discussion about members who take long absences 
from the club.  Current policy is: They are not required 
to pay the one time field assessment when they return 
regardless of how many years they have been away.  
Brian has created a new badge with month of AMA 
expiration and emergency procedures on the back. Nice 
work Brian. 
Safety Committee Report: Safety Chair had no 
incidents to report. 
Field Maintenance Report:  
1) Gravel and cement bags have been laid down.   
2) Some zip ties were replaced on the shade.  
3) Ken is holding off on gate till renewal funds are in. 
Flight Instructors:  
Nothing new to report. 
Old Business:  
Holiday banquet is January 21st at Harry’s Hoffbrau in 
Redwood City.  No host cocktails at 6pm.  Dinner starts 
at 7pm.  Tickets now on sale: $30. See Ray Squires.  The 
club authorized two tickets be given to Jeff Mate and a 
guest for his contributions to the club as past president 
and his generous donations of trainer aircraft. Jeff said 
he only needs one and will donate back the second 
ticket.  Thanks Jeff. 

New Business:    
2017 Elections.  David Mosher has been voted in as VP.  
Mike Solaegui will continue as Prez. 
Contest Reports/Upcoming Events:  
n/a 
Hits and Misses or SAD stories:  
n/a 
Show and Tell:  

1) Eric E showed another Tx tray he has created.   
2) Matt Chuck showed off his new Protégé HM kit.  A 
60” full composite glider.  
3) Mike Peck showed off his 3DHS Edge 540. 74” w.s. 
with a DLE-30 gas engine.   
4) Ethan March presented his HK Bix3 Trainer.  He will 
use it to learn to fly with help from Dad and brother 
Nathan.  
Meeting Adjournment: 9:01 p.m. 
Raffle Drawing – Winner(s):  
1) Banquet Ticket – Miles Rodger  
2) UMX Spacewalker - Ethan March 

Number of members in attendance: 25  
Minutes by: Lew Chee, PCC Secretary 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
January 2017 
1 Happy New Year.  
6-8 AMA West Expo, Ontario Ca. 
18 PCC Meeting @ Peter's Cafe, 10 El Camino Real, 

Millbrae. 7:30 pm 
21 PCC Holiday Banquet, Harry Hofbeau Redwood 

City. 

February 
15 PCC Meeting @ Peter's Cafe, 10 El Camino Real, 

Millbrae. 7:30 pm 
 
March 
15 PCC Meeting @ Peter's Cafe, 10 El Camino Real, 

Millbrae. 7:30 pm 
 

 
Tiny bit windy and wet? 
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The PCC Holiday Banquet will be held on 
January 21st, 2017 at The Carvery, 

1909 El Camino Real,  
Redwood City. 

 
The tickets will be $30.00 per person, each 
ticket is also a raffle ticket. There will be over 
$2000.00 total in raffle! Don't miss out!  
No host cocktail starts at 6 PM and dinner 
starts at 7 PM.  Tickets will be available at the 
December and January meetings also at the 
door.   
Contact Ray Squires for tickets. 
 

WINTER STROM NEWS 
Brian Chan 

 
Well, the flying field survived two major storm systems 
with flying color! A few minor damages considered the 
wind was recorded over 40 mph! The shade structure 
made it through the storm and is till standing. 
A few of us were checking the field cam regularly to see 
what is going on at the field during the worst moment.  
On the morning January 8th, I noticed the picture from 
the field camera was not updating, the last update was on 
5:30 am. So I texted Steve Williams to let him know 
something was not correct about 10 am. The next thing I 
know, I got a text back from Steve, "on my way!" I 
thought he was joking about it as the storm is hitting the 
coast at full force! 
About 12:30pm, I was curious what is going on at the 
field, and this was the picture I saw..... 

 
The camera is back on line, the wind is blowing at 30.6 
mph and there is a car out there! 
Hey, it was working and someone is out there at the 
field. Then I remembered who has a blue car, it is 
Bruce's. I called Bruce's cell number and got no answer. 
Then I texted Steve and he said he was there with Bruce. 
Bruce was busy holding something so he can't get to the 
phone! Those two guys were out there in the storm 
getting the field cam back on line!  

It turned out the force of the wind had broken the steel 
clamps hold the antenna pole, and now the antenna 
leaning over. Antenna not pointed to the correct 
location, signal not able to reach the server! 

This is some IT supports! Steve and Bruce braved the 
storm to go to the field and replaced the broken clamps.  

 
The pole leaned over after the clamps were broken! 
Crawford photo. 
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The two broken clamps on the side of the battery 
charging table. Crawford photo. 

 
Steve with the repaired antenna pole. Crawford photo. 

Thank you Steve and Bruce!! Next time you see those 
guys, thank them for a great job well done!  

The solar panels survived the storm and were still 
attached on the roof of the shed. 

Also found out yesterday from Lew Chee, 
SCCMAS(Tomcats) field is closed due to storm 
damages to the access road leading to the field. 

 
Stop! Road closed. Colby photo. 

 
Damage seen on January 11th. Colby photo. 

 
This was taken on January 12th! Colby photo. 
I guess it will a while before this will be repaired.  
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PERSONAL GOAL 
Brian Chan 

I made it a personal goal to fly on every January 1st. 
With no exception this year, even with a storm coming. 
Actually it was started by Jake a few years back. As luck has 
it, it was not raining on January 1st, but it was windy.  So 
why not, let see what i can do! 

I made it to the field about noon. It was not raining and the 
wind was coming down the runway from the north and 
occasionally from the west. With my trusty Giant Scale 
Stinger given to me by Jim Reimholz a few years back, I 
started the G-62 and everything was good. I taxied down the 
runway towards the south, turned around and gunned the 
engine. The Stinger jumped off the ground as the wind was 
blowing about 15 mph. Now the wind was blowing even 
stronger up in 300 feet. I need full power to move into the 
wind. I flew around for about 10-15 minutes, mainly to wait 
for a lull to sneak in for a safe landing! Well I made it back to 
earth, basically a hovered landing with more or less zero 
ground speed, without any damage to my plane and my ego! I 
think it will be a good flying year ahead! 

 
A selfie of me and the Stinger before take off, just in case it 
did not make it back.... 
 

 
The Stinger after landing. Safe! 

NEW MEMBERSHIP POLICY 
Brian Chan 

Due to the new AMA membership policy change, PCC 
is adopting the new AMA membership procedure. The 
current AMA membership expires at the end of 12 
months after one joined, not at the end of the year like it 
used to be. This change might have a good reason for 
AMA, like not all members renew their membership in 
the last two months of the year. The new procedure 
created a nightmare for the clubs as not everyone in the 
club has their AMA membership expired at the end of 
year, they can be on any month of the year! This made 
extra work for the club to check AMA membership, as 
they have to check it every month to see who does not 
have AMA insurance! 
PCC had change the club membership policy to parallel 
what AMA had done. The new members with 
mid-year AMA expirations will have their PCC 
membership expires on the same month. It is the 
responsibility of individual members to keep their AMA 
membership current. If your AMA membership expired, 
you are no long allowed to fly at the PCC flying site 
(AMA club policy). You new PCC membership card 
also reflects the month and year of your AMA expiration 
date. Make sure your AMA membership is current.  
All new and renew membership MUST have application 
form accompanied with the payment. The form can be 
found at the end of the newsletter. In-completed form 
will result in delay of membership admission. 
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PCC membership badge MUST BE displayed 
on you while you are at the field. Remember 
"NO BADGE, NO FLY" rule applies 
24/7/365 at PCC. No Exception! 
 

 
Been there? 
 

 
Joe and his BIG airplane, 200 c.c. gas engine powered. 

 
Greg and Joe flying their planes on  a very nice day. 

 
New member Brandon with his fleet. A Flex 
Innovation Cessna 170 in the foreground. 

 
Brandon flying as Joe watched. 
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When Ellsworth passed last year, PCC had donated 
$200.00 to the Alzheimer Association in Ells' name. We 
received a thank you email from them.  
 
 
 
From: Alzheimer's Association <info@alz.org> 
Sent: Saturday, November 19, 2016 6:18 PM 
To: Peninsula Channel Commanders 
Subject: Thank you for your donation 
  
Dear Peninsula Channel Commanders, 
 
Thank you for your friendship to the Alzheimer's 
Association.  Your donation of $200.00 is greatly 
appreciated and will be used to help advance vitally 
needed programs and services as well as critical 
Alzheimer's research. 
 
We'd like to invite you to stay informed on the latest 
Alzheimer news and advances in research and 
care.  Please consider signing up to receive our weekly 
e-newsletter today! 
 
As a thank you for this gift, we are excited to offer you 
an opportunity to share your story about how 
Alzheimer’s disease has affected your life.  Our Tribute 
Web site at: www.alz.org/tributes, is a place where you 
can create your own personal page and honor those 
close to you who have Alzheimer’s.  This personal Web 
page which you create can easily be shared with family 
and friends.  
 
 Thank you again for your support! 
Sincerely, 
 
Alzheimer's Association 
 

  
 

 

Support your local hobby shop! 

 

http://www.flypcc.org 
Next Meeting: 
Peter's Cafe 

10 El Camino Real, Millbrae 
January 18th, 2017 

7:30 pm 
Remember do not park in 

the front parking lot.
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PCC Holiday Banquet 

Jan 21st 
Harry's Hofbrau 

Redwood City 

$30.00 per person 
Tickets available at the 

meeting and at the door.



2017 

PCC Membership Application / Renewal Form 

□ APPLICANT (New Members)      □ MEMBER (Renewal)

□ JUNIOR (<19 YO on July 1st)

MEMBER INFORMATION (PRINT CLEARLY!!!) 

AMA# _______________________ Month & Year of Expiration ________________ 

Full Name ________________________________________ 

Street Address ____________________________________ 

City ______________________________State __________ ZIP Code ____________ 

Telephone _________________________ Email _____________________________ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

I have read and agree to abide by the rules of PCC and AMA.  I hereby assume all risk of use of 
PCC facilities, and waive any claim for injury to my person and property, and release PCC and 
each and every member thereof for damages arising from or connected with any injury to my 
person or property while on PCC facilities and/or while using any PCC property. This is intended 
as a full and complete release of all liability of any nature whatsoever for all damage, injury, 
loss, and / or expense, including any consequential expense, loss or damage, whether the same 
are now known or unknown, expected or unexpected by the undersigned. 

Member’s Signature: __________________________  

Parent’s Signature, if member is under 18 YO: __________________________ 

CLUB FEES 

APPLICANTS (New Members)  $250.00  
($25 Application Fee + $125 Initial Field Assessment Fee + $100 Dues Prorated Monthly) 

MEMBERS (Renewals)     $125.00  
($100 Annual Dues + $25 Annual Field Assessment Fee. No proration.) 

JUNIORS (<19 YO on July 1st)      $30.00  
($30 Annual Dues. No Application or Field Assessment Fees. No proration.) 

Renewals are due annually within 60-days of your AMA expiration month and day.  There is a 
$25 late fee.  Make a check payable to PCC, submit your form and present your AMA card a club 
meeting, or mail your check with the completed form and a copy of your AMA card to:  

Peninsula Channel Commanders 
P.O. Box 812 

Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 



2017 

 
 
SURVEY (Optional) 
 

1. What are your primary modeling and flying interests? ___________________________ 
 

2. What days of the week do you normally fly? ___________________________________ 
 

3. How often do you fly?  Daily □    Weekly □    Monthly □    Rarely □    Never□ 

 

4. What field improvement to the facilities would you like? _________________________ 
 

5. If you were to change one thing about the club, what would it be? _________________ 
 

 




